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   Book Blurb:
 
   When Jessica is blindsided by her husband Ben leaving her, his excuse simply being they are no longer compatible.  She is left wondering, what did she do wrong and did she miss any signs? Jessica continues on with life as best as she can only to be constantly reminded about Ben and the life they had, life often becomes so unbearable that she resorts to other methods to alleviate the pain.  Life seems bleak until Jessica meets Josh, she is instantly attracted to him, who is this mystery man?  Is it love at first sight or a heartbreak in the making?
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Two's Company
 
   Book Blurb:
 
   Ian James was raised in the lap of luxury, but he was also raised knowing that
 
   nothing worth having comes without working for it. Expected to follow in his
 
   father’s footsteps and take over the law firm one day, Ian works as an errand boy
 
   during the summer months between high school and college. One of those
 
   errands sends him to a very young, very wealthy, and very sexy widow who has
 
   plans of her own for Ian. When Ian discovers that older, wealthy women will pay
 
   him for sex, becoming a lawyer is no longer in his future.
 
   Gillian Carmichael needs a vacation, so when her best friend, Sylvia suggests she
 
   accompany her back home to Chicago, Gillian accepts. But when Gillian meets
 
   Sylvia’s brother, Ian, the attraction is instant. There’s just one little thing standing
 
   in the way . . . .
 
    
 
   The Many Shades of Love
Book Blurb:
Jim Williams is tall, black and beautiful and when he meets gorgeous
Steve Wheeler, the attraction is instantaneous and hot!
Steve Wheeler hasn't been with a man in more than seven months, but
when he meets his new associate, Steve wants to know more about Jim.
As the two men get to know each other over golf and beer, they realize
their chemistry is right on target and when they have dinner together at
Steve's house, the sex is hotter still. But when Jim's ex-lover, Alan,
comes back into his life with devastating news, will it be more than Jim
and Steve's new love can survive?
 
   
  
 

Grounded
 
   Book Blurb:
 
   Patty just recently lost her job due to her company downsizing.  Even worse, she has no way to take care of her financial obligations.  On her way home from just being fired, things get worse, while Patty is struggling to get together all of her belongings, she looks up to meet Dion.  Dion instantly falls for Patty, and figures out a way to see her again.  Dion knows this is not allowed, but proceeds with his plan anyways, knowing what consequences may come for such actions.
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Chapter 1 - What Kind of Life is this?
 
   Jessica lay on her bed with her heart shattered into a thousand pieces. The tears had long since dried and now just the racking sobs persisted. She still heard the excuse Ben gave her of not being compatible anymore as he asked for his Grandmother’s ring back and as she took it off she felt like part of her had died. Where did this come from? Had she missed any signs? She tried to think back over the last few weeks to see what had happened but her head was throbbing so hard she couldn't even think straight. She knew he had been having a hard time at work with an assignment but didn't know what was going on. He kept saying it was nothing he wanted to talk about. But, this? What was this all about? He said it had been coming for several months but it had never been mentioned before.
 
   So where did she go from here? What did she do? After five years of being together with Ben she didn’t think she knew what to do. Everything had been surrounded by him.
 
   She got up and went to the medicine cabinet and took two aspirin and then went through the house, grabbed a bottle of water out of the fridge and headed out the back door. The beach lay in front of her and she knew this is where she would find her answers. The water had a strange and alluring effect on her and had often added comfort to her when she needed it. She needed it to straighten her thoughts out today. She didn't sleep well last night and today she didn't know if she would make it through it or not.
 
   She sat down on the beach and picked up a hand full of sand and let it go through her hand. This was a simple gesture that had significant meaning which she didn't even recognize. As the sand slipped through her hand so did her life as she knew it. She didn't realize how dependent she was on Ben till she started planning her life without him in it. Surely the ache in her heart would stop hurting so bad soon. Was she so insecure that she was dependent on a man to make her day a wreck or a success?
 
   There was a small breeze blowing as she watched the waves lap onto the shore. The sound of the water was like a serene pacifier for Jessica, always calming. Out of the corner of her eye she saw activity going on down the beach and it wasn't long before the dog that lived two doors down, Sassy, had loped up onto her lap and was giving her frantic kisses all over her face. It was like she knew that Jessica needed extra attention today. Josh the owner of the dog came shortly after the dog knowing where it would be.
 
   Josh was a good looking guy, six foot with a good personality but also engaged to be married so that was the common bond they shared, until today that is. The sun had given him blond highlights in his hair which added to his good looks. But the best part about him was his sense of humor. He was always smiling and had a tremendous positive attitude about life.
 
   Josh pulled up a beach chair and sat down beside her as he found a stick to throw for Sassy to chase. It was a few minutes before the conversation began. They just sat watching the water and throwing the stick for Sassy. There were many times when they sat like this, saying nothing, just enjoying being together, and appreciating the beauty of the scenery. No communication was needed.
 
   Today however Josh picked up on the vibe she was giving out and after looking at her hand accessed the situation very quickly. After talking to Josh she did feel a lot better. He seemed to understand because he said two weeks before he had broken up with his finance’. The relationship according to him was to intense and hard work. He thought when you were in love it was supposed to be simple and enjoyable. He said he got tired of trying so hard to please her and not knowing how to do so. Everything he did seemed to be wrong so finally he just gave up and broke off the engagement and he was much more content now which proved what he said was right.
 
   Combined with the water Josh had made her morning bearable and blocked the migraine that was starting. The sun was hot beating down on her and suddenly she was so tired and sleepy. She made her excuses to Josh and went back to the house and laid down on her bed. When she woke up it was almost 5:00. She couldn't believe she had slept the afternoon away but after last night she guessed she needed it. Exhaustion had taken over and an emotional nap had been in order. Whatever it was she felt a little better. She fixed her a salad and a glass of wine and went out to the patio.[bookmark: _Toc364601219]
 
   



  
 

Chapter 2 - Can Life Get Better?
 
   Jessica worked for a publishing house and was responsible for proof reading manuscripts and she had one that was due on Monday morning so she drug it out of her bag and sat at the table. After eating and reading for a couple of hours the sun was starting to do down. Jessica put the manuscript down and her thoughts went back to Ben. Where was he and what was he doing? Was he missing her as much as she missed him? Should she call him or would he call her? Ever again? Did she want him to call her?
 
   As she sat there looking over the water she saw Josh and Sassy walking along the shore and called to him. They both came running across the beach. Josh brought a smile that Jessica needed and Sassy brought a bone to chew on. She poured Josh a glass of wine and they talked and a good talk it was. For several hours they discussed what if’s in life and what went wrong and finally what was right. Josh said he thought it was important to list what she had to offer in a relationship and she knew what she wanted. This was what was lacking with Ben. He didn't seem to want the same things anymore. Years before they had the same dreams and were going in the same direction but lately as she looked back she could see where things had changed. The same was true with Josh and his girlfriend Sandra; they went their separate ways because they didn’t want the same things anymore. They sat and talked and shared until after midnight and finally Josh and Sassy went home leaving Jessica with much to think over. The things Josh had said made good sense to her but it still hurt knowing that the commitment was gone, and she was alone. She went to bed thinking she probably wouldn't sleep but she did and when she woke up the next morning the sun was shining and people were leading their normal lives.
 
   She got dressed and went to the grocery store to pick up a few things and when she came back Ben was waiting for her. He said he had come by to pick up some of his stuff. She made sure she got his key to the house and told him to get everything he needed now because he wasn’t welcomed back. She vowed she wouldn't cry and that lasted a good two minutes. It upset Ben and he tried to explain the reasons again but she already knew, she just didn't want to admit it. She knew about the intern that worked down the hall and the interest Ben had in her. She also knew about the connection she had with the president of the company that Ben worked for. Jessica had done her research to it just hurt that he would actually betray her and that she would be the other girl. This entire scene she knew to be true but she refused to let herself believe any of it was true. Well it was so she might as well get used to it. It didn't take Ben long to get his things together and by the time he left they were speaking civil to each other, as much as possible anyway.
 
   After he left she went for a long walk on the beach and thought about things. The way things were when they first met and how much they loved each other when they got engaged and how they clung to each other. But then all that was a farce so now she had to deal with reality. She went by Josh’s house and saw him lying out in the sun with Sassy close beside him with her bone. She went up and started to talk to him and found herself spending the afternoon. Josh decided that they should eat so he put on a couple of steaks on the grill and threw in some baked potatoes and they sat and drank wine and ate. The one thing they did that was so unexpected for her was that they laughed, a lot. More than she thought she had ever laughed before. She was supposed to be depressed but instead she was having a terrific time. Maybe it was the wine, but wherever it was it felt good and free. Josh walked her home that night and watched the moon over the ocean sparkle and dance on the water. It was breathtakingly beautiful and so peaceful. Jessica felt a peace that she hadn't felt in years and she knew then that Ben was gone and that she didn’t need him for her life to be complete. She could do it on her own.[bookmark: _Toc364601220]
 
   



  
 

Chapter 3 - Life Goes On!
 
   The weeks went by quickly and so did life and she didn't shrink up and die. The hurt she got over and it was replaced by a wall that Ben would never come in contact with again. It was three weeks before she ran into Josh again. He had been working out of town and she had been busy at work. Their paths just never met up. But tonight Josh knocked on her door and invited her to a cook out at his house, just some friends and family, some she already knew. She was tired of staying at home so she agreed to go.

At 7:00 she found herself surrounded by people she didn't know and loving every minute of it. They were funny and she really had a good time. The food was great and the whole evening was terrific. She couldn’t believe how much she enjoyed it and to think she almost didn't go because she was by herself. She stayed till late and helped Josh clean up and then he walked her home. The lights on the water glimmered like fire flies and the waves lapped at the edge of the sand sending spray up on you just enough to get your feet wet. It was the perfect night and Josh took her hand as they walked down the beach. She thanked him for a wonderful evening and promised to get in touch with him over the weekend. He kissed her hand as he released her and she went into the house and closed the door. What was she thinking? It had to have been the amount of wine she drank or the evening or something strange. She knew she couldn’t or shouldn't be falling for Josh, it was way too soon. But her hand seemed to burn where he had laid the kiss and she couldn't help but wonder what it would be like.
 
   Life could be hectic sometimes. Deadlines were coming due and Jessica had to work a lot of late nights to keep caught up at work. There were lots of nights she burned the midnight oil till much too late and paid for it the next day. But she kept up and she loved what she did so she didn’t mind a little extra work. Besides what else did she have to do? It was one of these nights when she heard a knock on her door. Startled she peaked out and saw Josh standing there. She opened the door and he apologized for the time but he said he had been coming home and saw her light on and wanted to make sure she was all right. He took his hand and adjusted a piece of hair that had fallen across her face, a simple act of kindness that brought a hot searing flash with it. She caught his hand as it came down he bent down and kissed her. He didn't apologize and neither did she. It was the best kiss she had ever had and she wanted more. But, she knew better, she didn't want Josh to be a rebound lover. She coveted the friendship they had and if she ever wanted more it would be better to go real slow. That kiss would linger on her lips a long time just as the thought of Josh would be there.
 
   After that they saw more of each other but not a lot. They still had their own lives to lead and once or twice a week they would get together and have dinner or share a bottle of wine. Once they went to a movie and they went shopping a few times but nothing earth shaking was happening, till Christmas. At Christmas everything seemed to change for the better. They started spending more time with each other and going out a lot more. They became closer and talked continuously about everything. They were almost inseparable by the time Valentine’s Day came taking time out for work of course. In early April they took a short vacation and stayed gone for 4 days.
 
   [bookmark: _Toc364601221]



  
 

Chapter 4 - An Unexpected Surprise
 
   Jessica took him to meet her Mom and dad and her sister one night in June and moved in with her shortly after. Josh rented out his house and they shared Jessica’s. It was the perfect set up and they were having a great time being together. There was no expectations and no worries, no mind games so nothing they had to worry about. They were honest with each other and told each other what they expected and what they wanted out of the relationship. It was the easiest relationship either of them had ever had and they felt truly blessed to have found each other. They were in love with each other but found no hurry in making a commitment with each other because of the trust between them.
 
   Then in Sept Jessica found out she was pregnant. This was something they hadn't counted on and it threw them for a loop. A baby was a miracle and they were excited but scared at the same time. Things went well for them till one night when Jessica was about 3 ½ months along. She woke Josh up and him that something was wrong. The hospital wasn't that far from them but by the time they got to the hospital they had lost the baby. This was a devastating blow for both of them and they had to heavily sedate Jessica and kept her over night. She and Josh went home the next morning and Josh put Jessica in their bed and gave her another sedative. She went right back to sleep. Fortunately they had not done any redecorating to the house and not even started painting the nursery yet. They had picked up a couple of outfits but that was about it.
 
   Jessica had a hard time recouping from losing the baby. It was several months before she felt like her old self. But finally she did and life was the same happy day to day pleasure that it had always been with them.
They laughed and played and talked all the time and life was good and they felt secure. Sometimes they had such a good time it was like they forgot they weren't married.
 
   By this time Jessica had gotten a promotion at work and now was doing most of her work at home. So they turned the other bedroom into an office for her. For her birthday that year Josh bought her an engagement ring and asked her to marry him. She knew that this was the one so she had no problem saying yes. It had been almost two years since her break up with Ben and she knew she loved Josh so why not? Now they were busy planning the wedding and deciding where, what, who, whom? There was a lot to do in a short time because they wanted to get married at Christmas.
 
   The planning went well and they decided on a small ceremony right there on the beach so just about all they had to do was put up a harbor. They were only inviting close friends and some family and get the reception together which would be at their house. It was really a no brainer. The most important job they had to do was going to the liquor store and stocking the bar for that night. They needed champagne and lots of it. They were both so excited about their future together and so in love, it was a magical time for them. It seemed like nothing could ever go wrong in the world as long as they were together and they could fight off anything together.
 
   Three months before the wedding Jessica’s Dad had a heart attack and died. She was fortunate enough to be with him when he died and he told her to go ahead with the wedding. He knew he wouldn’t be there but made her promise that she would continue with the plans. Naturally Jessica didn't want to do this but she knew she would keep her promise to her Daddy. It was important that she keep herself together because her Mother was a basket case. She tried to help her all she could but she literally acted like she was helpless. Jessica didn’t realize how much her Mother depended on her Father till then and it would take a while for her to adjust to being alone. Jessica and Josh both knew this would take patience but they didn’t realize how much they would have to give of their life for her Mother’s life.[bookmark: _Toc364601222]
 
   



  
 

Chapter 5 - Tomorrow is Never Guaranteed Today.
 
   The day of the service started out very bleak. When Jessica got up she had a headache the size of Texas. When she had to start off taking Aspirin she knew she would have a bad day. The service was scheduled for 2:00 at the funeral home in the chapel. Her father had been cremated so there wouldn't be a grave side service. She knew they had to get dress and go to her Mom’s house and pick her up. Then they would go back there and help her after the service when people came over to pay their respects and have something to eat. The neighbors were to set the food out while they had the service and then everything should be ready when they arrived home. There was plenty of food that had been brought over by friends and family for this day so everything was in order except for her Mom.
 
   When Jessica and Josh got to her Mom’s house that day her Mother was still in her bathrobe and hadn’t even put on her makeup. She was talking constantly and drinking coffee like it was water. She hadn’t even had a shower or anything. So Jessica had to step up and take control of the situation and put all the gears in order for the day to get going. There were a few friends that were wandering in and out bringing food but Jessica took care of them now and put her Mother in the bathroom to take a shower and get ready. There was enough food there to feed an army and she was sure they would have enough to eat on for a week, especially since her Mother wasn't eating at all. Maybe that would change after today they would have to wait and see.
 
   Finally her Mother was ready and they left for the funeral home. Everything was set up just like they had asked it to be done and she and her Mother both were very pleased. It was a service and they were proud of the way it turned out. But Jessica was really upset and couldn't imagine the future without her Dad and couldn't imagine what her Mom would do without him either. They went home to receive the guests that had come to pay their respects and it was after eight o’clock before the last guest left. Jessica’s brain felt like it was fried and Josh didn't know what else to do for her. He had done everything he knew to do including doing dishes and cleaning up the mess in the living room. He didn't know how else to comfort her or her Mom so he quietly went out on the porch and left Jessica and her Mom together. They started talking and finished by crying. Jessica didn't want to leave her Mom alone but she did want to go home. Her Mom didn't want to be left alone and wanted Jessica and Josh to stay over. Jessica knew her Mom didn't want to sleep in the bed that she had shared with her husband, but what could she do? Eventually she would have to, maybe if she gave it more time it would be better. Finally Jessica talked her Mom into packing a bag and going home with her and Josh and then they would bring her home tomorrow. They had to meet up anyway to go to the bank to take care of some final details for her Dad so she thought it would be all right. So they locked the house up and went to Josh and Jessica’s house which was just about 15 minutes away.
 
   When they got home Jessica made a pot of coffee and they sat around the table and talked. Josh and Jessica were concerned about what her Mom would do as far as money and the house and everything. But Mom hadn't thought that far ahead, the only thing she knew for sure was that Russ, Jessica’s Dad had two million dollar insurance policies on himself with one as beneficiary for Brenda, Jessica’s Mom and the other one was for Jessica. Jessica couldn't believe it and she told Josh that they would use the money to build the house on the hill that they had dreamed of. A million dollars! Of course it couldn't compare to the loss of her Dad but she was thankful to her Dad for thinking of her. Then Brenda said something that interested Jessica. She talked about opening her own business and getting Jessica to manage it, a book store with a coffee shop inside it. It was definitely something to think about. Josh thought it was a fabulous idea and knew both Jessica and her Mom would enjoy it. It was something to think on anyway and something that had been mentioned before. They stayed up pretty late and talked and Jessica made sure her Mom was comfortable before they turned out the lights. When it was just her and Josh alone in the bed she laid her head on his shoulder and thanked him for everything he had done for them. Then she was asleep and slept a deep sleep and she awoke to the smell of coffee and bacon frying. Jessica knew her Mother had beaten her up and when she turned over she realized Josh was gone to. When she went to the kitchen she realized that Josh was the one who started breakfast and her Mom was sitting there drinking coffee with him and they were talking.
 
   Josh had to go back to work that day and she and her Mom were going to do errands and then Jessica would take her home. They were both tired but it was an emotional tired that wouldn't go away for awhile and they knew it, so they might as well go on and do what needed to be done. They started out by going by the lawyer’s office. Since Jessica was an only child and everything had been left to her and her Mom there wasn't a lot to do. Of course the house would be paid for through insurance and then they both got a million dollar policy. There was also the boat and things like that that Brenda would automatically get. Also there was a three acre plot of land that her Dad had bought as a surprise for her and Josh as a wedding present for them to build their house on. It was the perfect spot that they had wanted and she couldn’t wait to tell Josh however, it made her and her Mom cry at the thought of what he had done. But that was him, he was just thoughtful that way and she would think of him often. It hurt her to think of him not being there to walk her down the aisle and not be there to be the grandfather for their children they would have. There were so many milestones he would miss in her life and she would miss him being there.

After the lawyer they stopped by the bank and took care of the accounts there and then they stopped for lunch at their favorite restaurant. They had a champagne lunch and toasted her Dad and talked about him and told stories and it helped to be together and talk and share. She listened as her Mother told her about her fears of being single again and how she didn't want to live alone and she could understand things about her Mother that she had never understood before. Everything that she and Josh had talked about after her dad died they had just about discussed and she had plenty to tell Josh. When they finished eating her Mother surprised her and told her she wanted to go home and lay down and rest a while.[bookmark: _Toc364601223]
 
   


  
 



Chapter 6 - Asprin, Please!
 
   
When they went in it was very lonely and they both started to cry but as they sat and talked it got better and her Mother assured her that she would be all right. It was something she had to do to get used to it. There were tons of cards and letters in the mail and she told Jessica she would go through the mail and then maybe lie down a while and rest. Jessica thought better about leaving but knew eventually she would have to so it might as well be now. So after many tears she left and went home.
 
   Josh wasn't home when she got there so she went in and started dinner. She had just started the salad and as she let the lettuce drain she decided she would take something for her head and lay down for a few minutes before Josh got home. There was so much going through her head and she knew how her Mom must feel. She went to sleep the minute her head hit the pillow. Josh woke her up by nuzzling her ear and spreading kisses down her neck. He had finished dinner before he woke her so she didn’t have anything left to do. They lay there together and talked a while and then they got up and went out to the patio and ate by candle light. It was such a pleasant evening and the breeze from the ocean seemed to cleanse her mind. The candle light flickered and brought shadows that danced into the night. It was very romantic but it was more than that. It was security and comfort that Jessica needed. It was love and she knew how lucky she was to have found Josh especially now. It was mutual respect that would take them through their life when they had bad times. This was something not many people could find no matter how long they looked.
 
   The next morning she called her Mom who had a pretty good night considering. She said she wandered through the house, opened the mail and finally took some aspirin and went to bed and cried herself to sleep but she knew it would get better as the days went by. She said she wondered if it was better to die real quick like he did or to get to say your goodbyes before you go. Jessica could sympathize with her but didn't know how to help her. The sad thing about it was it went on like this for almost two weeks and then one night it got better, not great but better.
 
   The wedding was coming soon and so were the holidays. She couldn't imagine the holidays without her Dad and neither could her Mother. She thought about cancelling the wedding and then she thought about the promise she made to her Dad and she knew that she would have to go through with it. She didn't want to cancel it just postpone it for a while. But they couldn't and they both knew it.
 
   The invitations went out as planned and they decided on a small but lively party with just enough of the right people to keep the night alive with laughter and good humor. Jessica placed a small picture of her Dad in her bouquet in a charm and her Mother gave her away. It was a moment that was a breath taking event but they got through it. Josh had never seen Jessica look as beautiful as she did that day.
 
   The back yard was filled with tiny lights that blinked like fire flies in the night and the moon shone over the water as the light danced across the waves. It was perfect and Jessica and Josh became husband and wife under the watchful eye of her Father from up above. It was all so exciting it was hard to be sad about him not being there and then she thought he wouldn't want her to be sad and it was true. He would want her to be happy. After all this would be her only wedding and she shouldn't waste it, so they danced and danced. Long into the night they danced. The guests stayed and ate and danced and a good time was had by all. Even her Mother had a good time dancing with her uncles and cousins and it proved to her that she could still have a good time. It was a definite hit and talked about for months afterwards.
 
   [bookmark: _Toc364601224]



  
 

Chapter 7 - Expecting the Unexpected!
 
   For their honeymoon Josh and Jessica just took 3 days and went to stay in the mountains so they didn't really go far. After they got back they invited Jessica’s Mom over for breakfast and told her that they were taking her on a trip. The three of them were going on a cruise to Mexico. Seven days and six nights of nothing but being pampered with massages and shopping were the best of the best and they could hardly wait. They could hardly wait and Jessica’s Mom was excited. They had been on several cruises before and they loved them. And they really needed to get away from everything. So in three weeks they would be going away for a week and they couldn't wait. They shopped and planned and plotted and every day they got more excited. Finally the day came and they flew to where they boarded the ship.
 
   The Carnival Cruise line was boarding as they went up the gang plank and they took their luggage to their stateroom. They upgraded their room so Brenda could have an adjoining room to theirs. They didn't want her to think that they were going to ignore her on this trip. This was for her too and they intended to make sure she had a great time. After changing clothes and the ship getting underway they took a tour of the ship and saw just about everything there was to see. They even talked to the captain and he invited them to his table that night for dinner. When Brenda changed for dinner she was a vision of loveliness. Her blonde hair framed her face and her outfit was beautiful. A red satin dress with gold sandals and she looked like an angel. Jessica and Josh couldn't believe the transformation in her and she was just the perfect traveling companion, not intrusive at all.
 
   Dinner was so much fun at the captain’s table. They dined on lobster for dinner and for dessert they had a peach sorbet that was delicious. Everything was great and the conversation was very interesting and Brenda seemed to make a big impression with the captain. After dinner they went for a walk on the deck and looked at the water and watched the moon dance on it. The shimmering effect it had on the water was mystical and it turned into a night to remember.
 
   That was just one night on the cruise; the rest of it was just as good. They played and ate and when they docked they toured and walked and study the history of the port they were in. Basically they did anything that the three of them wanted to do anytime. When they were tired they slept and when they weren’t tired they went out and Brenda kept up the pace with them without a struggle. They had a terrific time together and Jessica learned a lot more about her Mother than she knew before and so did Josh. Bur then there was time for Jessica and Josh as a couple too. Brenda made sure of that. There were times when she would make an appointment so that she would be busy so Josh and Jessica would be forced to be alone. One night the captain invited her to a special dinner just her so it gave Jessica and Josh time to have an intimate dinner alone. There was something for everyone.
 
   Then the last night of the cruise Brenda got a surprise gift from Jessica. Jessica brought it to the table and when Brenda opened it she cried. It was a pair of baby booties. Yes Jessica was pregnant! How exciting and how happy everyone was. She was already three months along so she felt sure she would carry it before she told anyone. This was the end to the perfect vacation. Tomorrow they would go home but now there was something exciting to go home for and even Brenda had something to live for now.
 
   When they got home and life settled down they started planning for the baby. Their guest bedroom was turned into a nursery and Josh painted the walls a pale aqua color and Jessica stenciled some Disney characters on the walls and Brenda made the baby a quilt out of cross stitching. It turned out to be cute and by the time the 7th month came they were ready. All they had to do now was wait on the baby and that was hard to do. Jessica had quit her job and she went for long walks on the beach every day to pass the time. Brenda would come over and keep her company when Josh was working. She and Brenda became addicted to chocolate ice cream and it had to be a staple that was bought before anything else in the house. Jessica loved grilled cheese sandwiches and ice cream and Brenda helped her get what she craved, every day.
 
   When the time was near Brenda helped Jessica pack her bag for the hospital trip and then they waited and waited and waited. When the baby was six days past due the doctor told them that they would induce on the following Monday. That was on Thursday so they just had the weekend to go so at least they knew she they would have a baby. They chose not to find out what the sex of the baby was so they still didn’t know if it was a girl or boy. That would be a surprise to.
 
   They were having dinner on Friday night when the contractions started but they decided they were so far apart that they wouldn't call the doctor until they were closer together. They waited and called Brenda and told her to come that it would be soon. Within the hour they called the doctor and as they were going out the door Jessica’s water broke and she was definitely in labor. Tonight was finally the night they would get to see their baby and they were so excited. Josh’s parents would also meet them at the hospital. It was a first for all the grandparents and Jessica couldn’t help but think about her Dad and wished he was there tonight to be with Brenda.[bookmark: _Toc364601225]
 
   


  
 



Chapter 8 - You Reap what You Sow!
 
   It wasn't long before they got their wish. It only took four hours of labor for Jessica before Alexandria Kendal was born and had won the hearts not only of her parents but of her grandparent’s as well upon the first breath of her body. Her grandparents on Josh’s side cried when she was born. And Jessica, Josh and Brenda all cried. It was an emotional day and all of them were glad it was over. Jessica would be staying in the hospital with Josh till the next day and then she would get to go home with Alexandria. Josh couldn't get over how beautiful Alexandria was and how much she looked like Jessica. Everything had gone great with Jessica having the baby she was just tired so everyone was relived about that. Jessica planned on sleeping now when Alexandria went to sleep and so did Josh.
 
   The next day Josh and Jessica took their little miracle home. She was definitely a miracle and a pretty one too. Brenda came over that day and helped out with fixing lunch and dinner and of course holding Alexandria.
 
   Alexandria was a happy baby and not a crier. She didn't get to upset except when she needed to be changed or was hungry. Other than that she slept or just laid there and sucked on her fist. She wouldn’t take a pacifier but loved her fist and would make lots of noises with it. As she got a little older she would lie in her crib and make noises like she was talking to herself. Someone was always talking to her so she was around adults all the time. By the time she was toddling around she was talking and saying real words. She was a beautiful little thing that thought the sun rose and set in her Mama and Daddy. Her hair was blonde and she had blue eyes and if you looked hard enough at her you could see Jessica looking back at you. She was so tiny she was still in petite clothes and in some preemies until she was almost two years old. She wasn't malnutrition she was just a tiny person but cute as a button.
She and Jessica and Josh were inseparable and they took her everywhere with them, whether they went on bike rides or whether they went to the store.
 
   She didn't know any children her age but if she wasn't with her parents she was with Brenda so by the time it was time for her to start to school she was very smart and had a very vivid vocabulary and could also read. Brenda and Jessica had taken special care to help Alexandria learn to read. The teachers were impressed and Josh and Jessica were proud parents.
 
    
 
   They finally got to build the dream house on their property Jessica’s Dad left them. It was everything they had ever thought about having and as a special treat they build a Mother in Law Suite attached to the house for Brenda. She sold her house and moved in with Jessica and Josh. It sat up on a hill close to the beach and you could hear the ocean from any part of the house. It was a real beauty and had everything they wanted. Jessica knew her Dad would have been pleased.
 
   Josh had gone on to school and gotten a degree in architecture so he did a lot of the pans for the house and understood what was going on when they were building it. Jessica never went back to work. She stayed home with Alexandria after that.
 
   When Alexandria started to school Jessica found out she was pregnant again. This time they hoped for a boy and they got it. Thomas Jay was born and they were one big happy family. Alexandria took good care of her baby brother and wanted to hold him all the time. She would rock him long periods of time and sing to him. Usually it would be You Are My Sunshine. She thought he really loved that song not realizing that it was the sound of her voice that he liked so much. She was a great sitter for him she just wouldn’t leave him alone and wanted to do everything for him. She didn’t want him to ever do anything for himself she wanted to do it all for him.
 
   Josh and Jessica continue to have a great relationship and love each other very much. Brenda still lives with them and they just have the two kids. They are very content and happy with what they have and are very grateful for the life they have been blessed with.
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