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CHAPTER 1

	AN UNEXPECTED BEGINNING

	 

	It all started one morning in Bellwood at exactly 7:30 a.m. in Linex’s house.

	Linex’s mom Jennica called to her son from the kitchen. He woke up with a start and glanced at the timer, it was almost 7:40 a.m.

	He realized that he ought to have caught the bus at 7:15 a.m. hastily wearing his clothes; he bolted down the stairs towards the kitchen.

	 “Mom, I can’t believe you allowed me sleep in so late, didn’t you check the clock?” Linex asked disappointed as he made his way through the kitchen, still tugging on his shirt.

	 “I’m sorry honey, I was busy making the breakfast, I got distracted” Jennica apologized. The smell of frying eggs wafted into the air.

	   “Not to worry mom, it's okay. I’ll still get the bus anyway" he replied. 

	He ate quickly; stuffing down toast and scrambled eggs before washing it down with a glass of orange juice.

	   “Finished…! Bye mom, I love you” Linex announced heading towards the door, his bag slung awkwardly over his shoulder.

	  “Bye sweetie, be careful” his mother called after him. He hardly heard those words.

	He opened the door recklessly and ran towards the bus stop.

	   “Dang…! I hope I get there in time” Linex muttered under his breath.

	He was soon close to the bus-stop; the school bus was just about pulling out of the driveway.

	 “You are not leaving me behind!” Linex shouted racing after the bus, dragging his bag all the way.

	He tried doubling up his pace to reach it, but the bus driver couldn’t hear Linex because there was a lot of noise. Most of the students were talking, screaming and blasting off a party rock jam by KYLE MERYTON at the back of the bus.

	Linex somehow managed to increase his speed and was soon at the right side of the bus running as fast as he could. Some of the students noticed him and made fun of him.

	  “Tell the bus driver to stop please!” Linex pleaded panting heavily. Beads of sweat had matted his hair to his head.

	  “Nah, get lost” a fat boy named Boris Simpson replied sticking out his tongue at Linex. “See you in class, sucker!”

	The school bus disappeared around the next intersection which led to his school and Linex slowed down glaring at it angrily. 

	  “I’ll get them and make them pay!” He blurted out angrily, still panting. 

	Tottering along slowly, he made his way down the pedestrian lane, there was no saving the fact that he was bound to get to school late.

	Within minutes, he was soon at the gate of Edward Wilking’s High School. The assembly line had long dispersed and the hallways and lockers were devoid of students. Most probably already in class, he thought balefully.

	He stood outside the door which led to class and turned it open, most of his classmates around bursted into fits of laughter.

	  “How was the exercise?” Boris Simpson asked grinning wickedly. The whole class erupted into another fit of laughter. Everyone knew that Boris could be a riot.  

	Linex was mad, there was the urge to grab Boris and give him some good clobbering, but he restrained himself. He had promised his mom that he would somehow learn to control his anger.

	Professor Sydney walked in carrying his books and the whole class settled down; things were pretty much back to normal. By 11:20 a.m. it was time for the usual break. Linex walked around the school thinking about a lot of stuff to do; like practice for basketball, probably some after-school study and maybe a bit of boxing down at the gym.

	He was totally unaware of a girl named Lysie, who was headed right towards his direction, with a cellphone in hand and a bunch of assignments in the other.

	They bumped into each other and most of the papers spilled out on the floor, instinctively he crouched down and picked the papers without remorse.

	   “What the heck have you done? Now I have to organize all my assignments again!” Lysie screamed angrily.

	  “I’m sorry for real, I’m…” Linex started and paused looking at her almost lost in some kind of daze.

	   “Uhmm... are you alright?” Lysie asked rather confused.

	  “Yeah, I’m okay. Don’t worry... just having a bad day” Linex replied jolted back to reality.

	  “Really? Well, that’s okay we all go through the same. You’ll get over it” Lysie said with a hint of sarcasm.

	 “Hpmh, yeah, I hope so” Linex grunted nodding his head emphatically.

	 “Thanks for collecting my works even if they are messed up, got to go, bye” And with that, she was soon moving away from him, back towards the library.

	 “Um… A’ight” Linex called after her.

	She only just turned back and smiled at him and soon disappeared into the library.

	It was already noon and closing time was drawing rather near. Linex was lost in thought; there was something about that girl he had bumped into back at the hallway. Her smile had sent a thrill down his spine and he hoped he could get to see her again.

	Of course, he didn't hear Professor Michelle calling to him, he was feeling things for her, lost in his silent reverie. 

	A brief bang on his table startled him and looked up to find Professor Michelle glaring down at him. “What do you want again?” he asked.

	  “I’ve already told you; tell me the answer to that problem?” Professor Michelle furthered pointing at the equation scribbled on the board.

	 “Oh, umm, is it 29?”

	Everyone laughed at that.

	 “No Linex, I guess your journey in your mind is pretty entertaining, right?” The professor noted thoughtfully.

	Linex only looked on disappointed.

	The school alarm sounded for the close of school hours and everyone was scrambling out of their seats.

	“Alright, time's up students. I hope to see you tomorrow” Professor Michelle announced. Most of the students weren't listening to him anyway, preoccupied with getting out of the class, engaged in wild chatters and cheap gossip. However, Linex stayed behind; still lost in deep thought.

	 “Linex are you alright? Is there something I can help with?” Professor Michelle asked with concern.

	 “I’m alright professor, just having a really bad day” Linex replied.

	 “Everyone have bad moments; and for that you just have to be strong. I’m sorry I was a bit rough to you, but you can be a bit cocky sometimes and not pay attention to class, but still I know you're a wonderful boy” Michelle packed up his works. “I’m going home now, I hope that can help you cheer up, take care Linex” the professor waved at him and made her way out of the class.

	  
“thank you... Goodbye Professor" Linex said watching the man go. After some time, he slipped out of the classroom and was soon headed back home because his mother couldn't always pick him from school. 

	Suddenly, he could make out Lysie, she was being bullied by three guys: Johnson, Alison and Butch, probably the meanest kids in Edward Wilking's High.

	Linex couldn’t stand just looking on and hurried towards them.

	“Are you alright?” Linex asked frantically, he approached them slowly.

	“I’m fine; I don’t need your help" Lysie replied sharply.

	“I’ll help, do not worry” Linex said. He was now between Lysie and the bullies, who were checking him out in a menacing manner.

	 “Alright, fine, but be careful” Lysie warned. "Can't have you getting injured on my own account"

	  “Never mind about me…” 

	They began to work together, but then the bullies didn’t want to mess with Lysie but instead with Linex. With his boxing skills he could manage to take them, but they soon surrounded him and proceeded to pound him. They pushed Lysie away from Linex, and she crashed into the sidewalk.

	Lysie started up again but the bullies pushed her away once more trying to get to Linex.

	   “What’s wrong weak boy?” Butch asked.

	  “Can’t fight us?” Alison added grinning. “Too bad she’s not able to help you”

	   “I don’t need help; I can take you all!” Linex shouted angrily.

	A fight ensued and the bullies circled around him. Even though he managed to throw a few punches at them, he was grabbed from behind by Butch and pummeled severely in the stomach and face, leading to several bruises.

	  “Don’t mess with us next time, hero” Butch said. "We'll pound you harder, if you do"

	Lysie who couldn't keep it under control anymore lost her cool and punched Alison. “Get out of here!!” she croaked angrily; streaks of tears cascaded her cheeks.

	Johnson grabbed her and would have punched her in the face. But something happened; it was so sudden and rather unanticipated.

	Linex appeared from behind and grabbed his arm quickly; the bullies were scared because Linex's eyes had changed considerably. They were like bright firebrands, ignited with anger and revenge.

	Linex charged a super punch; his hand was engulfed in some sort of red light in the form of an aura. “LEAVE HER ALONE!!” he screamed and slammed a punch into the floor causing a minor tremor, which sent all the garbage cans flying.

	Johnson proceeded to put down Lysie and ran. 

	  “Let’s get out of here” Butch wailed, he had actually seen the red light and was still trying to convince himself that it was real.

	  “He’s no ordinary kid!” Alison declared as they ran off leaving Linex and Lysie.

	  “Hey what was that you just did?” Lysie asked rather astonished. She had seen it too in TV, but it had seemed impossible.

	 “I don’t know, just felt mad and then I got this little bright thing in my hand” he replied equally as confused as her.

	“That was really impressive; I’m Lysie nice to meet you umm?”

	 “My name is Linex… Linex Urgan Taylor and you are?”

“The names Lysie” smiled.

 “Nice name” Linex replied “Also why were they after you?”

	  “I was all alone now because I was talking to my father and then they suddenly appeared, but thanks for the help I guess I needed that” Lysie replied.

	Linex blushed. Suddenly, a shadow was casted on the grass just ahead. They both blinked at it curiously, unable to continue their conversation.

	They could make out an odd-looking elderly man staring at them, from atop the school building. They couldn’t see his face because the bright sun obscured most of his features.

	When they blinked again, the mysterious old man had disappeared. They gawked at each other in confusion.

	“Perhaps we should leave” Linex suggested. "It's quite late already and creepy".

	 “Yeah I guess so” Lysie agreed.

	It was 6:30 p.m. They left and walked towards home together and when they were about to separate, Lysie said. “That was cool to be honest; I hope to see you tomorrow”.

	Linex only chuckled a bit. “Yeah I guess it was pretty fun, me too”.

	  “Things got really weird today the moment you arrived” Lysie noted thoughtfully.

	  “It sure was, I’m really curious about the aura that just appeared and the mysterious guy too” Linex replied.

	 “Right… it was awkward that person came from nowhere, we must be careful if he appears again and that stunt you pulled back there was really impressive. Anyway, I’m heading home take care Linex!” Lysie waved at him and headed towards the direction of her house.

	 "A’ight, see ya” Linex called after her.

	Linex found himself thinking about her but at the same time about the mysterious things that had just happened.

	“Wow, this was unexpected” he muttered under his breath as he trudged back home.

	He sure had a lot of stories to recount to his mom.

	 


CHAPTER 2

	I’M SO LUCKY

	 

	Following the events of the previous day, Linex was still in bed at 6:00 a.m.; he was fast asleep when he had a strange dream. 

	It was all vague and foggy. So, he couldn't exactly make out faces and places.

	He saw an unknown person, who picked him up and said, “You’ll be the next Legendary warrior…".

	The dream was fading when Linex woke up. He wanted to sleep again to continue the dream, but sleep didn't seem to come anymore.

	  “Dang it, I want to know more what he was saying! Oh well, I woke up early but it's Saturday" Linex groaned putting his face in his palm. "I can’t believe I woke up now, I should have done that yesterday for school”.

	He got out of his bed, brushed his teeth and had a fairly recollection of the aura again. “Wow, I don’t get it, does this mean I have some kind of power that I have not noticed yet?” Linex wondered thinking out loud.

	Jennica was watching Linex. She was getting worried. Linex whirled around, he had felt the presence of someone, but his mother hid away and headed out of the room.

	She headed down the stairs quickly and started to make breakfast. Linex went down to join her.
 “Good morning Mom. How you’re doing today?”

	“I’m good, thank God, and you honey?” Jennica asked.

	 “I’m fine just thinking a little, I’m glad that you’re ok” Linex replied.

	His mother didn’t talk for a while. After Jennica had finished cooking, Linex got his breakfast and sat oppositely facing her. Everything was fine when he was eating but he soon realized that his mom wasn’t talking. 

	  “Mom why are you so quiet today?” Linex asked suddenly.

	Jennica sighed heavily; it was sort of hard telling Linex about how worried she was. However, she said: “I’ve been thinking of your father lately". 

	   “Yeah…?" Linex said sadly. "You told me he disappeared a few months after I was born”.

	 “I did, but I just can’t stop thinking of the good moments we had” Jennica replied.

	They both stared at the seat where Linex’s father would be. 

	 “I wish he was here with us” Linex muttered, he had a distant look in his face.

	 “He was a really good and weird person, sometimes he does things he shouldn’t do but he always protected me” his mother croaked. Her voice was cracked and tears in silent streamlets cascading her cheeks.

	“Like what kind of things?” Linex asked with interest.

	 “Well one day he destroyed the TV while some random bad guy was shooting” his mother replied with a faint smile on her face.

	Linex moped at her in shock and guffawed loudly.

	“That’s all I have to say of our beautiful relationship” Jennica added. And they both laughed heartily at that. After some time, they retired to the living room and watched some television programs.

	At 12:00p.m. Linex went outside and got to his neighbor’s house, after a few knocks on the door, he was standing face to face with his friend's aunt: Stacy.

	 “Is Joe home?” Linex asked.

	  “Of course he’ll come out in a second… Joe, Linex is looking for you!” Aunt Stacy called, hollering at the top of her voice into the house.

	Joe was a colored boy with a flat top brown hair; he hurried down the stairs almost tripping and got the door. “Sup noobie, are you ok?” 

	“I’m fine, what about you?” Linex asked.

	  “I’m ok bro” Joe replied.

	They headed out of the house into the neighborhood. One fact was Joe had never taken off his jacket off for reasons best known to him.

	And he had never told Linex why.

	 “Hey, Joe, why do you always use your jacket? It's August you know...” Linex commented.

	 “I don’t like to take it off, not even once” Joe replied abruptly changing the subject.

	Linex had gotten curious about it but he doesn't make any attempt to pursue the subject further. They walked around the city and had a great time. It was 1:00 p.m. when they got back to Joe’s house.

	 “Well, it was a cool moment we had” Linex was saying, when Joe's father called from the garage.

	“Joe get inside, I need you right now” his father's voice floated down to him.

	A big explosion rocked the house briefly and Stacy shouted, “Markson are you doing that again!!” 

	 “I’m sorry sweetie, just another portal, it causes a distortion in both alternative and reality dimensions, I'll fix it. Joe hurry up!!” Markson replied.

	“Anyway yeah… Linex thanks, well I’m heading inside my father is calling me” Joe noted and headed into the house.

	Linex was nervous and curious about what was happening but headed out of the house anyway.

	What was that explosion? He had pretended not to hear anything and left the area.

	Linex went around the city alone and found his friend Stephen with Lysie. Linex was rather jealous seeing the duo together but Stephen was just a little boy which it would not be a problem. But nevertheless, he went to them.

	 “What's up Lysie and Stephen…?" Linex greeted them as he approached. Hope you weren't flirting with her, Linex thought angrily.

	“Hey Linex, so what are you doing here?” Lysie smiled shyly.

	“What's up Lin-X?” Stephen added.

	  “Don’t call me that, it’s weird. Anyway, was just going around, what about you guys?” Linex asked.

	  “Oh I was going to get some clothes for my family’s party” Lysie replied.

	 “Seriously…? Have fun over there” Linex said still casting a furtive glance at Stephen.

	 “Yeah… it’s going to be boring, so I invited Stephen and we came together to buy some fancy clothes, but I still can’t find the right place” she furthered.

	 “Oh ok, well I’m going to the park and might stay there for a while” Linex replied.

	 “Alright, I was watching around I heard the news that there was something strange going in the park, the police officers went there but nothing was found until the scientists arrived and made an investigation” Lysie informed him.

	“Pfff, it’s going to be fine, I won’t be there so late” Linex pointed out.

	 “Lysie, found the perfect clothes for us!” Stephen cried holding up a bunch of clothes. He had wandered off leaving both of them.

	“Ok! Linex I have to go, so take care” Lysie said and hopped away towards Stephen.

	 “Maybe I should join them for a while… wait for me!” Linex thought and hurried after them.

	Linex went over to Lysie and Stephen. They had fun going around every store to see the great products like shoes, videogames, basketball, and various works of art.

	It was already late in the evening, Linex left after going to almost every store. He started to walk to the park which was sort of far from the main city.

	He was headed to the park when things started to happen. The lights of the streets were all going crazy, the people in their cars stopped and started to fight because of the traffic, but Linex ignored them, it really didn’t matter that much to him. He got to the park at 5:00p.m. and he was at the top where he could see most of the Densville city’s beautiful paradise in the sunset. Linex had a peaceful moment there at the same time thinking of his newfound power and his father.

	 “This aura, I want to see it again but how… anyway if I had the moment to be here with mom and dad this would be so calm” he reasoned.

	It was already dark, Linex was about to leave the park when the lights suddenly went off. Probably because of what was happening in the streets of Densville.

	Linex got a little scared and at that moment, thick smoke pervaded the atmosphere around the park. The lights came back on in a minute but Linex couldn’t see because of the smoke.

	“What is this? I need to get out of here quick!” He whispered sharply under his breath.

	Some people came out of the smoke.

	“Hey I need help! Can you find the way out?” he beckoned to one of them.

	But he ran towards Linex and attacked him, but Linex dodged the punch. More people came out of the smoke. 

	 “Dang it, more people, I’ll take you all at once!” Linex approached to attack the shadowy figure but he phased through the body, Linex was shocked about it and got quite scared.

	“What... What are you? Who are you?” he wondered.

	The unknown smoke people ran to attack Linex. Then a ball of fire came out of nowhere at very high-speed slashing through the shadowy smoke figures. They all died, with the smoke gone and their body faded as well. Linex then realized that it was the same person who was at the roof of the school, the mysterious old man. He realized because of the shape of the shadow but was unsure of it. The mysterious old man was getting close to Linex. 

	  “Don’t move! Or I will beat you” Linex shouted rather scared.

	 “Don’t worry son, I won’t hurt you, I just came here to save you” the old man said calmly. 

	Linex gaped at the old man, unsure of what to believe. But he had seen the strange fire and had also seen it consume the shadow people.

	“Why did you save me? I was fine, I could…” Linex started.

	 “No, you were too afraid, and you can’t beat them by your own little human”

	  “little… Of course I can!” Linex shouted angrily

	 “No, they are just dead people because of something that happened long ago” the old man noted thoughtfully.

	Linex was confused, of course he didn't trust this old man.

	  “What? You are crazy! How can they be dead and then walking?” he asked still confounded.

	The old man didn’t care about what Linex said, but then he talked about the aura that Linex had. “I saw the aura that you unleashed yesterday” the old man said.

	 “So? Like if you know about it” Linex answered quite rudely.

	  “Of course, I do”

	Linex gawked at the old man in surprise. “What do you know old man?”

	 “A lot and I can answer all those questions you have" the old man replied.

	 “You heard me all this time!” Linex accused pointing at the old man.

	  “What! No, well I was following you throughout for a while, but I haven’t heard you’re… Oh well let’s forget about it… anyhow, my name is Sensei Aiden” the old man offered.

	 “Ok, so how did you do all those flashy fires with that walking stick?” Linex asked curiously. He narrowed his eyes at the walking stick.

	  “Oh this… well as you can see, I can use my power with this walking stick as a weapon too, the thing is I don’t use it that much either” Sensei Aiden replied. 

	  “Oh ok, I get it” Linex grunted.

	Linex had a good time talking with Aiden.

	 “Well, I guess I have to go home”. Sensei Aiden said looking at the darkening sky.

	  "Really…? Say, you told me you knew about the aura, right?” Linex asked again.

	 “If you want to unleash that then you’ll have to train with me starting tomorrow, I can be your teacher but remember nobody must know this” Sensei Aiden replied.

	  “Ok I will Sensei, I’ll keep this as a secret too” Linex agreed.

	  “Of course, meet me here, I’ll show you the path to my house, goodnight my child” and with that, he then vanished with fire around him, Linex got so hyped about it and went running to his house because it was 10:30p.m. 

	When he got home, he found his mom waiting at the door and Linex got scared because of the look of worry on her face.

	  “Are you alright?” She asked soothingly. He could see that she was angry with him but also worried.

	 “Mom I’m fine, I was in Joe’s house the whole time”. He lied to her.

	   “Thank Goodness you are home. It’s getting late you should take a bath, eat and go to bed quickly” his mother heaved a sigh of relief.

	 “A’right mom I will”

	“Well I’m heading to bed, love you” his mother called, she was headed back to her room.

	“Alright tomorrow is going to be awesome, I am so lucky” Linex whispered to himself, he had a large grin on his face.

	 


CHAPTER 3

	YOUR CHOICE

	 

	From the very moment that Linex met Sensei Aiden, he was filled so much excitement to get home. He couldn't actually wait for dawn, so he could get to train with his new Master.

	Perhaps, he would even get to test his newfound powers. 

	The next day, Linex woke up very early. He prepared his bag and was about to leave, he headed past Jennica’s room quietly, sneaking to pick up his cellphone. The door was open, and his mom hardly slept deeply; she would wake up if she heard anything unusual.

	 “Come on Linex, very gently, there’s no rush” Linex whispered tiptoeing past his mother's room.  After he had gotten through Jennica’s room, he came face-to-face with Nina, his puppy. But the dog was fast asleep.

	Either by ill-luck or fate, he stepped on one of her squeaky toys. Linex cringed back; his hair stood on edge and became very spiky. He glanced at his mom; she stirred in her sleep but didn't wake up.

	 “I’m blessed she didn’t hear that” he muttered. 

	He picked up the phone and left. When he got down to the kitchen he prepared a sandwich and a soda for breakfast. When he finished he was about to open the door and leave when his mom appeared at the foot of the stairs. 

	 “And where are you headed to young man?” her voice sounded clear, and tense.

	“M-m-mom? I’m sorry, I was just leaving to buy something at the mall” he stammered.

	 “But why so early?” Jennica asked suspiciously.

	  “It just there will be an event of cosplays" Linex replied, "Can't afford to miss that" he added with a sly smile on his face. He honestly hoped she believed him.

	  "Okay. You can leave” his mother agreed. And Linex felt a sense of relief wash over him. But his mother continued. “I’ll let you go, but if I don’t see you around in the mall at 5:30p.m. You’ll be grounded for a week”

	  "Mom are you seriously going to the mall!” Linex cried in astonishment.

	 “Yes, and I’m warning you” Jennica noted.

	 “A’ight mom I will be there don’t worry bye” he grumbled and headed out of the house. He knew she was watching him go.

	He bolted down the street, there was no doubt that his mom was very suspicious about it -- he would have to be very careful.

	After a while, Linex found Lysie writing on some cards just at the front porch of her house, he thought about stopping by, but he was in a hurry and certainly not for Lysie.

	“Hey Lysie, good morning…! What you’re doing?” he called.

	  “Oh hey Linex…! Just giving party invitations for my friends” Lysie replied back.

	 “That’s great! I hope you enjoy the party… again” Linex said.

	“Thank you, we haven’t got that much close, but I’ll invite you, here’s the card” Lysie extended a bright pink colored card to him.

	“Hey Lysie at what time is the party?” Linex asked.

	 “By 8:00p.m.” 

	  “A’ight well I’ll be there then, well talk to you later, I’m going to practice” 

	  “Ok! Take care”

	He resumed running.

	Linex thought of going to the party but he forgot that he had to be in the mall at 5:30p.m, for his mom. He headed to the park, just where his new Master had asked him to wait.

	He sat down and waited for him to arrive. Several minutes passed and yet the old man didn't show up, Linex was starting to get really worried and weary when Sensei Aiden arrived. 

	“Took you long enough” Linex said, he was a bit angry and irritated.

	  “I’m sorry son, but it’s still early you know. Well, let’s head to my house” Sensei Aiden replied.

	  “A’ight!” Linex yelped excitedly.

	The walk down to Sensei Aiden's house was rather as long as the wait. But Linex followed the old man patiently.

	 “Well, here we are”. Sensei Aiden announced as they reached a big black gate which had dragons engraved on it. The house was just at the other side of the park and also led to a forest.

	 “Are you serious?” Linex finally groaned. "This place works up a sweat"

	 “Forgive me my child, I overslept today” the old man apologized.

	Linex relaxed a bit and they both entered the house. “So where is the training room?” he asked in curiosity.

	  “Why do you live in a lonely place?” Linex added.

	  “I don’t belong in the city if I go they will kill me”. Sensei Aiden simply replied.

	“And why do you think like that… I mean you’re a good guy right and you can use your power to save others” Linex said rather confused.

	“It’s what you expect but is not the reality of this weird world, one could do the hero work and save those who needs, but they will always turn to you no matter what” Sensei Aiden muttered. There was a hint of sadness in his voice as he leaned on his walking stick. “That was lesson number 1, never tell or show your identity, even if you're too powerful for them” the old man chipped in.

	Linex nodded his head in understanding.

	They started to train. Linex stood in combat stance and proceeded to punching at a large punching bag.

	 “This kid got something special… he is no ordinary boy, for what I can tell I feel an endless power within him”. The old man thought to himself.

	Linex punched at the bag for almost an hour, exerting a lot of physical force, this made Sensei Aiden frown a bit. “Well not much for a beginner but… Are you ok?” the old man asked.

	 “I’m fine don’t worry” Linex replied and continued training.

	Linex got to train with a sword against holographic fire warriors and he proceeded to attack them, but Linex couldn’t fight them because of their ability to dodge so quickly

	“Concentrate Linex, you know you can do it” Sensei Aiden said encouraging him.

	With a burst of energy and a cry of rage, Linex destroyed two holographic fire warriors, another attacked him, and he impaled that one with his sword.

	“So that’s your source of getting spirit strength through anger, good thing you’re a human if you were like us it would be a big problem” Sensei Aiden thought again. 

	During the course of the training Linex didn’t know anything about sword combat but since it was a beginner’s challenge, his new Master was quite surprised that he could conquer all the holographic warriors.

	The second challenge involved dodging boomerangs and Sensei made this particular challenge quite hard to aid Linex's development as a fighter.

	 “How am I supposed to dodge these boomerangs?” Linex asked in terror. A boomerang whizzed past him, nearly blinding him.

	 "It’s a matter of time until you get the hang of it Linex”. The old man replied and launched a fire boomerang to Linex, and he got hit badly in the head. 

	  “I’m sorry again I carried away a little” the old man replied glancing down at Linex with concern.

	 “Hey, take it easy old man we just started today!!” Linex retorted but started to laugh a little. Sensei was concerned about something with Linex but was not very sure what it was, but then they continued training.

	The third challenge was fighting with Sensei Aiden. 

	   “Now you will be fighting me Linex!” the Sensei announced.

	  “Alright then let’s see what you have Sensei!!” Linex croaked with excitement.

	The battle started and Linex ran towards Sensei Aiden, but Aiden simply disappeared.

	Linex got carried away looking around the forest for Aiden then for a moment; Aiden reappeared at Linex's back while running. “You’re really slow Linex” the old man chided.

	Linex reacted and turned quickly and tried to punch Aiden, but Aiden blocked the punch and pushed away Linex. Linex flew back and hit a tree but got heated up and ran faster to get Aiden. Linex started to punch fast but wasn't getting a single blow to Aiden who just kept dodging the attacks. Then Linex tried to kick him but then Aiden got down and punched Linex taking him in the air a moment. 

	Sensei Aiden unleashed a ball of fire. “I figured out something you’re too arrogant, if you don’t take out those stuff you’ll never get to know your full potential, you choose Linex!!”

	Linex was surprised, no one had ever said that to him and then Aiden fired off a heat blast at him. 

	He managed to dodge this.

	After a great combat between the master and the student,

	   “It’s that true? I mean… I care to protect those… and I have to win” Linex said and unleashed the red light from his hands.

	Another big fire blast came and Linex crossed his arms as shields. And the blast connected with Linex's shield and caused an explosion, but Linex still got injured because of it. Sensei was really surprised about it and got down from the air and Linex too. 

	“I can’t believe you did that as shield for a beginner I’m really glad of you Linex” the old man said really surprised.

	Linex felt hazy and was about passing out when Sensei Aiden caught him. “I guess I got carried away… although is something we all been through”

	  “We're done for today Linex, but I hope you get those thoughts out of you”. He took Linex to a bed then he felt negative power energy and he knew it was the smoke people.

	   “Oh no it’s those again… I must go and destroy them before someone notice about them” the old flew out of the house.

	It was already 5:10p.m. And Linex woke up. “Wow what happened?” he wondered.

	He got up and walked around Aiden’s house and he saw the swords, and some photos of his, but then when he was getting close to the other photos Aiden was entering and Linex hid behind a table.

	 “I know your there Linex get out” Sensei Aiden said sternly.

	Linex got out of the table and feels rather disappointed. “I’m sorry for what happened in the fight”

	 “It’s fine after all it was the first training and you hold three minutes fighting me you should be glad about it because I am too” Sensei Aiden replied.

	  “Yeah I guess it was fun” Linex replied suddenly gazing at the wall clock.

	It was 5:15p.m.

	Linex remembered that he ought to be at the mall by 5:30p.m

	“I have to get to the mall in fifteen minutes!!!” he trumpeted.

	  “I’ll take you there don’t worry my child” the old said calmly.

	“Alright sensei” 

	He got on Aiden’s back and they started jumping tree to tree until he got to the streets and ran fast avoiding people. They got to the mall from the back, making sure no one was there. 

	 “Thanks sensei hope to see you tomorrow” Linex said gratefully.

	“Take care son, tomorrow I will train you how to fight ok” and with that his teacher disappeared.

	  “Hey mom…!” Linex called waving; he could make out his mother just at the middle floor of the mall. 

	“Hey Liny, I was starting to get worried I couldn’t find you” Jennica replied hugging her son.

	It was 7:00p.m, when they arrived home.

	 “So where were you today you look all messed up” his mother commented.

	  “I was playing in the park” Linex replied.

	  “Um… Ok? You know you’re too old for playing in the park and you told me you were back in the mall” his mother chided.

	 “I’m not old, mom" he said thinking about the battle. "I simply changed my mind about being there…” 

	“Mom I have an invitation to my friend’s party can I go?” he asked after an afterthought.

	“Of course you can, we will be there soon after you get a bath you smell all burned up, were you playing with fire?” his mother asked.

	“Eh… Yeah I was just experimenting that’s all ha-ha…”. Linex replied worried.

	After they got to the house, Linex took a bath and was thinking of the attack he just countered, he felt excited for more training. Then they went to the party, Lysie was waiting for Linex at the front door of her party. 

	 “Hey Lys, meet my mom Jennica” he introduced them.

	And they soon had a great time knowing each other.

	 


CHAPTER 4

	TRAINING DAY

	 

	The next day was Sunday; Linex woke up at 7:00p.m, with the alarm ringing. He got mad and karate chopped the alarm and destroyed it, sending it flying out the window. The pulverized alarm clock hit a neighbor's car at the left side cracking the glass. 

	 “Oh jeez…! The car…!" He whispered nervously. Pretending that nothing has happened, he hummed a tune to himself and headed downstairs. 

	I hope he doesn’t notice, he thought to himself. As usual he found his mother occupied in the kitchen. She was making breakfast but had been staring intently at a picture which she now hid from him.

	 “Hey mom, good morning” Linex said cheerfully. 

	  “Hey Linex, did you sleep ok?” his mother smiled back, trying to act as normal as possible. She really loathed hiding things from him anyway.

	 “Pretty good, I’m still exhausted but I’m fine” Linex replied. "Was one cool of a party though" he grinned.

	  “I can tell, you been with that girl a lot in the party… is there something you like to tell me?" his mother teased laughing softly.

	  “No mom, I mean we're not… well not yet but no” Linex protested, how could his mother even know all those things.

	 "I know you like her Linex" Jennica muttered abruptly. "That's okay, shows you're getting older" she winked at him and proceeded to dish out their food.

	 “Mom please, stop” he grumbled, which made her laugh so hard. They soon settled down and had a sumptuous breakfast.

	It was late in the evening and Linex was preparing his bags for training.

	 “Where are you going with that bag?” his mother asked suddenly, she was standing just in front of his room looking at him suspiciously.

	 “I was going to play videogames in my friend’s house…” Linex lied.

	He knew his mother didn't fall for that lie, beads of sweat dribbled down his face as his mother moved closer to him. 

	 “I know you're lying, Linex open the bag now” his mother instructed, she had a stern tone in her voice.

	“Oh look at the time I have to go! Bye mom!” he dashed out of the room and glided on the stairs down to the living room, before bolting out the door.

	however, Jennica wasn't let him go that easily. She was hot on his heels, giving him the chase of his life.

	Linex was running through the street to get to the park while his mother was chasing him like ferocious jaguar. He got scared and ran faster, cutting through several streets all in the bid to lose his mother. 

	  “Mom can’t do parkour, so I’ll do it” he reasoned, so he started to jump, climb and roll from one house to another. After some time, he paused seeing that he had somehow lost her but suddenly she made a super jump from nowhere.

	  “You got to be kidding me!” Linex groaned and resumed running.

	  “You can’t escape me that easy son!” Jennica declared still chasing after him.

	A hand suddenly someone grabbed him and flew away with him. It was Sensei Aiden.

	Jennica watched them go, quite helpless. “I’ll get you later Linex!” she shouted after them.

	While they were getting to Aiden’s house Sensei Aiden asked if that was his mom.

	 “Yeah, she is… why?” Linex answered a little confused.

	  “She runs fast to be at that age, I guess she was training a while right?” Sensei Aiden asked.

	 “Well I didn’t even expect her to have such good resistance, she probably has been exercising a lot” he said. Of course, it had been a huge surprise to him that his mother could run that fast.

	Aiden was trying to get some clues of the power Linex possessed, he reasoned that she was just like him “I thought she is a us… but Linex told me already she is a human, so I think I’m exaggerating”

	Linex was rather confused, he gaped at Aiden almost certain that he hadn't heard what his Master had said clearly, but the old man didn’t say it again because Linex wasn’t ready to know about it. 

	They got to Aiden’s house and went to the training field.

	  “Hey Sensei, what did you say about mom?” Linex asked still quite curious.

	  “Oh that she runs like me when I started training” was his master's prompt reply.

	“All girly…?” Linex said doubtfully.

	  “What? No, her speed I mean” 

	“Oh okay, I get it… well she was an athlete after all”

	  “What is an athlete?” Aiden asked.

	“Never mind” Linex said.

	They started to train.

	 "Second training is...” his teacher started, but Linex only interrupted cutting him short.

	“The fighting poses!!” Linex screamed excitedly. "Been waiting for that all day long"

	 “No, that’s for later right now is meditation” Sensei replied assuming a lotus cross-legged position.

	  “Ahhhh, seriously…?” Linex asked rather disappointed.

	  “Yes, it’s very important to meditate that make you focus on your spirit also gain more power” his teacher informed him.

	And with that they headed to a deep beautiful river to meditate.

	 “Well here we are” the old man announced as they stopped in front of the flowing shimmering water. Aiden wanted to see Linex to meditate first, so they started. Linex was calm but in a moment, he started to think about his past and that was when his mental training began to fall apart.

	 “Linex wake up!” his master shook him. He uttered a shrill cry and snapped his eyes open staring at his Sensei in fear. “Linex it’s okay to think of the past, but don’t get consumed by it, just let that out”. 

	 “Don’t worry I’m fine sensei” Linex grunted sadly.

	 “Ok my child, if you ever need help I’m here for you” Sensei Aiden replied patting him on the back.

	Linex didn’t care for what Aiden had said and when they started to meditate again; this time, he was fully focused on his spirit.

	  “That’s it Linex you got it, now if you need me, I’m in the bottom of the river” his master said floating.

	  “What?” Linex asked astonished but he saw Aiden unleash a tremendous aura of fire and entered the river. He got rather motivated by it and started to meditate again, he suddenly found himself thinking of his future, of who he was going to be when he becomes a savior, but then he started to have negative thoughts about people abusing him, judging him, blaming him.

	  “C'mon, you can do it” he whispered and started to fight that thought and got a little of control of his mind. Then the aura he had before was coming out of him, Linex was trying his best to take full control of his emotions and thoughts, but the aura began to disappear again. Aiden got out from the river quietly looking at Linex aura, Linex was almost at full control of his mind to the point where his aura got out quickly and a little red light emanated out of his body. Aiden was surprised, and he realized that Linex was different, his fiery color is different, he thought he was alone on earth but after seeing Linex he got worried if something would happen to the planet although he was not fully sure if he is one of his kinds, but he didn’t tell Linex about it.

	The aura collapsed and Linex tried to stay focused but failed.

	 Linex was exhausted catching breath and he turn to look at Aiden and said, “How did I do sensei?” Linex asked.

	Sensei Aiden didn't reply, he was still shocked at what he had just seen and the fresh revelation he was having about Linex.

	  “I can’t believe there’s another one of us in this planet” Sensei Aiden thought.

	  “I didn’t think of him being one, I thought he was from another race, but he is a human… a human with powers…" the Sensei said.

	  “Maybe is for the best not tell him and make him a warrior when the battle comes” Sensei Aiden said, in a while his eyes had been closed, he opened them now to regard Linex.

	 “Hey sensei is there something wrong?” Linex asked.

	“No, you did very well Linex” Sensei Aiden forced a smile. He remembered with anguish how his race went to other planets to make it their own, enslaving and destroying all in their path.

	Linex got up and stared at Aiden very worried. “Is there something you want to tell me Aiden”. Sensei Aiden wanted to take out the dangerous races that were on the planet but then realized something and he asked Linex if one of his parents used fire in their house with their own hands.

	  “No, Mom doesn’t have that ability and my father left us behind long ago” Linex replied.

	“Maybe… but it can’t be, he is a human… he can’t be one of us” Sensei Aiden thought and left silently “I need to know more”.

	Aiden went to the house, followed by Linex and sat down looking at an old damaged armor. 

	  “Hey, sensei lets continue our train… what is that?” Linex declared trying to cheer his teacher up.

	Aiden picked up an armor from an old box and show to Linex “This… this was my mentor’s armor of the shoulder he sacrificed his life saving me”. Sensei Aiden replied.

	“Oh… sorry for asking”

	  “It’s ok Linex” his master muttered. "It was a very long time ago"

	Linex got quiet for the moment and looked away. “Anyway let’s keep training” Aiden finally said.

	They headed to the training field and proceeded to do every single workout.

	 “Hey! We forgot the poses” Linex announced.

	 “Oh, thanks for reminding me” his master nodded acknowledging this fact.

	Sensei Aiden showed one fighting pose that it was useful for Linex to practice, but Aiden told him that training has finished. Then Linex left his teacher’s house and went to find Joe in the city. Linex was exhausted from the training but went looking anyway.

	***

	He found Joe talking to some stranger. Linex didn’t get close to him but found Joe giving some gasoline to the unknown person, but then they quickly left the place and Linex went after Joe. 

	Somehow, he sensed that someone was following him and went to a spot where it was far from his conversation with the stranger.

	 After a while Linex found Joe on the street “Hello Joe, I was looking for you for a while” Linex said, he had to act like that he hadn't seen anything.

	 “Yeah man, I was going around looking something to eat” Joe replied. 

	 “Well, that’s great man” Linex said.

	  “You saw it, didn’t you?” Joe asked suddenly. 

	 “What you’re talking about Joe?” he tried not to give away the fact that he was actually aware of that fact.

	  “You saw me giving the gasoline to the guy right?” Joe pushed him against the wall angrily and grabbed at his shirt.

	 "Yeah I did Joe, but please I won’t say anything” Linex agreed.

	“You better not or I will not get my money that I need for my family” Joe was saying when suddenly a big explosion was made close to them and Linex saw his teacher’s aura around. 

	“What is this red thing in the air?" Joe pointed upwards; there was a look of fear scribbled on his face.

	“No time to explain let’s go!” Linex declared, he and Joe went to the cause of the explosion and saw the unknown stranger surrounded by the flames, the stranger then got the smoke around the fire and absorbed it and become into a big monster. Linex saw his teacher arrived at the area ready to start the showdown, people were running for their lives and a helicopter was checking the city and began to film the destruction of it. Then the monster unleashed a rampage of fire balls that could cause a heavy damage to the city, one of them was going directly to the helicopter and Aiden went up and throw a fire shuriken and destroyed the fire ball. Linex wanted to help but he wasn’t ready to fight.

	 “Sensei I’ll help too” Linex shouted up at his master.

	 “Get out of this Linex, it’s too dangerous” Sensei Aiden's shouted down at him. He was still in the air and got slammed to a building by the monster. Linex got mad and ran to the monster. Joe got confused and was stuck because of his own fear, but as soon he wanted to help Linex he took his jacket off.

	He had robotic arms and his two legs were also robotic as well. He joined Linex and they both attached the fire monster.

	Linex was relaxing his mind and taking control of his power, he unleashed the white aura from his arm and charged up a super punch and Joe grabbed Linex and threw him to the center of the body of the monster. Linex landed a great hit to it, but it didn’t have any effect. The monster unleashed a fire blast at Linex, and he crossed his arms and took the blast, he was resisting it but not for much time, Joe then charged his robotic legs and jump high and hit the monster many times, but this didn't work either.

	“This won’t work Linex, let’s get out of here” Joe advised.

	   “I’ll kill you for trying to hurt my student… From the spirits of the flames, and from the eternal dragons, I will destroy you for good” Sensei Aiden's declared floating out of the collapsed building.

	He concentrated his power and began charge up a super beam. “Linex hold a little longer please”. “Alright hurry!” Linex shouted still struggling to get himself unstuck from the monster.

	Joe blasted some mini beams from his robotic hands at the monster to distract it.

	Linex's aura was disappearing.

	 “HURRY!” he screamed loudly.

	 “NOW…!” Aiden shouted and blasted the super beam at the monster and completely destroyed it. Everything went calm and Sensei Aiden disappeared while Linex started to shake and he passed out.

	Aiden told Joe to leave quickly before the military or polices arrives.

	Joe carried Linex and ran as fast as he could towards his house. In a way, he wondered if Linex would ask about his robotic arms. He dismissed this thought and also reasoned about Linex's strange aura.

	Linex woke up in one hour and Joe was with him, “What's up Noob?” Joe asked.

	 “Joe what happened, have we won?” Linex said rather astonished.

	  “Yeah we did” Joe affirmed.

	“Alright” Linex said feeling calmed. 

	Linex stared at Joe’s arms, and he saw that Joe cringed back from him in shame.

	“Hey Joe, it’s alright… I mean you don’t need to feel ashamed about it” Linex beamed with a smile.

	“Really? I mean look at me, I’m half robotic” Joe replied doubtfully.

	 “Of course man, you’re still my friend after all, besides you can even come with me to train” Linex replied.

	“For real?”

	“Yeah man, we can even spar ones in a while!” Linex said rather excited.

	“I don’t know if dad is going to let me” Joe said doubtfully.

	 “Ask him then” 

	“I’ll try… besides I don’t want anyone to see me with these” Joe said gesturing at his robotic arms.

	 “Well it’s fine bro, when you feel like you want to help then you’re more than welcome” Linex grinned clapping his friend on the back.

	“Ok thanks man” Joe agreed, and they both settled down to some dinner and video games having a good moment.

	 


CHAPTER 5

	A FRIENDSHIP’S TRUST

	 

	The battle was over, and the city was quite damaged but Linex and Joe escaped the police and the military soldiers.

	They were safe in Joe’s house. Linex was feeling a bit insecure, there was the awkward feeling of wanting to know his friend more.

	   “Hey Joe, how come you don’t say anything about yourself? Every time you’re with me you're so secretive. I mean I’m your best friend man” Linex said breaking the silence.

	 “I’m sorry I didn’t tell you my secrets, but I guess I can trust you now. It's just – I was scared of getting judged by the people” Joe replied.

	  “Yeah man, at some point we always get judged it's normal, you just have to be yourself” Linex nodded his head in understanding.

	“Yeah but I feel different I mean… I’m half robot and it’s because I was born with no arms and legs” Joe muttered.

	Linex was quite surprised at this assertion, it was the first time Joe had ever talked about his past.

	  “Wow man that’s hard, but you know what? I don’t care what you are or how you look, the most important thing is; we are brothers and I will protect you… but who actually made you those robotic parts?” Linex furthered looking at him in a manner of curiosity.

	“Dad did it. He saw me on the streets of the city all abandoned, dirty and exhausted but he saw me while I was crying, and really cared for me. He took me into his house and then a few days later he made some robotic enhancements for my body, so I don’t feel like a failure when I grew up. It was a success and that’s where he named me Joe” Joe explained, he had a distant look in his eyes.

	   “So you are…” Linex trailed off.

	“Yeah I was adopted” Joe nodded.

	 “Hey, you don’t need to feel bad about yourself. You are special for your dad and for me… you have people who care for you and you can’t doubt that man. You helped me in that fight if it wasn’t for you I would be a goner, but I really thank you” Linex said passionately, and Joe felt quite better.

	Rather than putting on his old jacket, he resolved to wear a shirt which could expose his robotic enhancements. There was the absence of shame.

	Markson arrived home with Stacy and saw Linex with Joe. He looked on with utmost surprise to see Joe clad in a shirt. 

	“What are doing with a shirt Joe…!” Markson asked more out of fear than the initial shock he had felt.

	Joe's aunt Stacy was equally looking terrified.

	 “Dad I can explain…” Joe started but his father cut him short.

	 “No! no one must know of your secret and our experiments” Markson interjected taking out a laser gun from his big jacket and Linex got really scared that he would use the gun on him but stood transfixed to the spot.

	Joe screamed and Markson shot directly at Linex, but he unleashed his aura from his arms and the laser didn’t get to him.

	Linex absorbed the beam and the aura disappeared once more.

	Markson gaped at him in shock and asked how he could manage to pull that off.

	“I don’t know a lot about it, but it’s something strange about me” Linex replied.

	Markson knew that Linex was definitely not human. He got closer to Linex and checked his body for some clues about his aura but couldn’t find anything.

	  “You're weird, but well I don’t care about that, and I will do whatever it takes to defend my family and my pretty experiments” Markson insisted taking the laser gun out again but this time, Joe got in the way.

	 “No dad, please trust him at least, for once I have found someone I truly trust” Joe said blocking his aim at Linex.

	Markson was quite worried but accepted to let Linex stay in the house and see his laboratory. “Well if my son lets you stay and if he is saying the truth, then welcome to the D.Freink family!” 

	Markson is a very intelligent and crazy scientist with loads of alien creatures in the laboratory and he immediately started a new project which would involve understanding Linex's power. Linex and Joe went to his laboratory and saw robotic suits and the aliens he caught.

	“Wow, those are some dangerous beasts” Linex commented excitedly.

	“Nope, they’re nothing but stupid creatures, right now the only creature that is very intelligent is all chained up” Markson replied.

	  “So I can’t see it?” he asked with enthusiasm.

	 “No, that damn monster is too dangerous to be unleashed” Markson stated dismissing the idea.

	“Uh, dad language… anyways, it took two hours to take it down” Joe added.

	Linex got goosebumps and quickly changed the conversation.

	 “Very well, now we must check what was that you did earlier” Markson suggested, he beckoned on Linex to lie down on a bed. But Linex hesitated.

	  “Heck no, I’m not going to get experimented on by you!” Linex protested.

	 “Ahh, well then it doesn’t matter maybe I can see it soon and verify answers of it” Markson said sadly.

	 “Yeah, way better dad” Joe agreed.

	They went out of the laboratory to see the news for a while and there was a news item on the undead monster. Markson saw Linex and Joe fighting it and got surprised then he saw a red aura going around the city, it was Aiden but since he was going really fast, one could only see a little of his aura. 

	After the monster died, Markson said. “I’m really proud of you son and Linex I can’t believe you went out there and faced that beast I also want to check what that was”

	 “For what I heard was that they are dead, that’s all” Linex informed him.

	  “Dead people… this is getting good” Markson reasoned thoughtfully and proceeded back to his laboratory.

	“Hey Noob, let’s go out” Joe suggested.

	“Ok, where are we going?” Linex asked, wearing his shirt back.

	“To your house” Joe replied.

	  “What if mom saw the news?” Linex looked quite nervous. Considering the note on which he had left his mom, he was quite nervous that he would be grounded.

	 “Hey, it doesn’t matter, I’ll tell her we were just in the basketball court” Joe urged.

	 “Fair enough” Linex muttered.

	They went to Linex house; his mom appeared really mad looking for him in the city. Linex and Joe were quite nervous.

	 “Bad idea” Linex noted seeing the frown on his mother's face.

	  “True” Joe agreed.

	 “LINEX, get in here now!” his mother cried loudly at the top of her voice.

	Linex and Joe cringed back in fear and ran together while Jennica got out a bat and began to chase them. 

	“WHERE DID SHE GET THAT?” Joe shouted.

	 “Who knows?” Linex blurted out. "Just frigging run…!"

	  “Linex come here or I’ll hit you with this Bat that I got out of nowhere!” his mother shouted after them.

	Meanwhile, Sensei Aiden had just finished buying some groceries in a mini store.

	“Thank you ma’am” he said grabbing his bag of groceries.

	“Are you old to have red hair?” the lady asked Aiden.

	“Excuse me? My hair is natural” Aiden replied laughing.

	 “Oh I’m so sorry and your welcome sir” the shopkeeper was saying, but he hardly heard those words. He was trying to convince himself that he wasn't actually seeing Linex and his friend running down the block.

	“Why are they running?” he muttered rather confused. And then, he saw a woman chasing them with a bat.

	 “Over here!” he called to the boys, waving at them.

	“Hey, it's Aiden” Linex said breathing hard, they dashed towards his direction.

	Hidden safely behind the garbage bags, Jennica couldn’t find them and continued to look for them, running into the next street.

	  “She is a good mother then” Sensei Aiden commented smiling.

	 “Umm… you know she can smell me, right?” Linex asked.

	 “What…?” Both Aiden and Joe exclaimed but Jennica had turned around and was headed back towards their direction.

	Aiden grabbed the two boys from their shirts and disappeared in blaze of fire.

	 “I thought I heard someone oh well, Linex!” Jennica screamed at the top of her voice.

	They went to Aiden’s house.

	 “I thought your mother got tired of looking for you Linex” Sensei Aiden said after they had landed.

	“She never quits” Linex said abruptly.

	 “Oh, that’s a good mentality then” Sensei Aiden noted. "However, that’s not a good way to treat your mother Linex"

	Linex felt bad about it “I know, it just she is very overprotective and well I want to learn new things and also since I found out about this power, the only way to understand and to control it is through training” Linex replied.

	“I understand my son” 

	Joe wanted to know about the fire power Aiden had used during the battle. “Say you possess fire powers right?”

	Aiden sat in his chair in the front yard and nodded slowly. "That’s correct”

	 “And you’re not from this planet as well" Joe furthered.

	“Exactly”

	“So what do you see in the Noob? This entire aura he has… do you think he doesn’t belong here?”

	Aiden stood up and walked with them through the forest, “At first I thought his mother was not from the planet”. 

	 “So… I’m an alien then!!!” Linex declared.

	 “What! No, I mean you could be, but I don’t know for sure” Sensei Aiden replied.

	 “If his mother had fire power, she would have been following us all town without getting tired quickly” Joe said thoughtfully.

	 “That’s correct” Aiden agreed.

	 “Could be a miracle… I mean my father was gone two months after I was born” Linex said.

	Aiden had always had the notion that Linex could be different, but then he instructed them to go to the training field if they like, he thought that maybe Linex and Joe would be a good match. Linex and Joe proceeded to battle.

	They stared at each other waiting for the first move. Linex moved first and started to punch Joe who was dodging the attacks, then he blocked one attack and the sound of the punch was loud.

	 “Are you ok?” Joe asked with concern.

	“Your open!!” Linex shouted hit Joe in the face, sending the latter flying away. Linex's aura beamed brightly around him.

	After the attack Joe hid in the forest “Come on out Joe, you know you’re not that weak” Linex urged looking around.

	Joe shot at Linex suddenly but Linex dodged it.

	“What was that for!!” Linex asked surprised.

	“Sorry, but that blast was from my arms, get ready Noob I’m going to beat you, you’re going to regret for what you done to my face” he ran towards Linex, with a look of determination on his face.

	Joe’s robotic legs were charging, and Joe was going at high speed having Linex at a disadvantage. Linex got punched and kicked a lot of times making him weaker.

	 "Stop that!!” Linex then unleashed a blast of aura from his arms and legs; he then got up to the speed of Joe. Making the arena a speed battle, Linex was getting to him but Joe was still faster than him, and he kicked Linex in the stomach.

	“Got you” Linex grinned.

	“What?” Joe asked.

	Linex released a fire blast at Joe; he got badly injured by it. Linex was still at a disadvantage but they fought like equals, the trees were getting destroyed one by one and the ground shook a little due to the speed and heavy battle.

	 “I’ll show you my hidden attack!” Joe shouted.

	 “Go ahead, because I will too!” Linex braced himself for the attack; he also had an ace up his sleeve.

	Joe and Linex were charging their attacks after they got full charge, they unleashed one another's wave blasts.

	“I HAVE WON THIS!” Joe cried.

	 “NO YOU HAVEN’T!” Linex replied.

	The beams collided.

	 “No, Please… I won’t lose!!” Linex said unleashing a red aura making his wave attack red and more powerful. Aiden was very focused on Linex's power. Watching the boy; using his power to its fullest.

	Then Joe got nervous because Linex wave attacks were getting closer, but then he dodged the red wave, and an explosion occurred. Linex thought he had won but Joe ran fast and gave all he got into his punch but suddenly he stopped.

	 “NO!” Linex exclaimed out of surprise.

	  “I’ve won” Joe said smiling, looking down at his malfunctioning arm.

	Joe got away from Linex. He saw Joe's arm was malfunctioning “Joe your arm… are you alright?”

	 “Don’t worry bro, it’s no big deal dad can fix it quickly… maybe it was because my arms used to much power” Joe replied

	 “Alright if you say so but remember that next time I will win” Linex insisted and Joe only shrugged.

	 "Great, you both had an interesting fight” Sensei Aiden complimented.

	  “Yeah it was awesome!” Joe agreed with excitement. 

	“I’ll beat him next time” Linex muttered being sassy.

	  “Since Joe is here we can train together” Sensei Aiden suggested.

	“I’ll train by myself don’t worry I just want to beat Linex, he is still my rival for now… he has a big potential hidden and I won’t allow him be stronger than me” Joe replied.

	 “Yeah sure, come with all you got later” Linex advised, winking at him.

	 “Sure” Joe said.

	He soon left and went home with a smile and Linex stayed with Aiden to train some more, while Jennica still searched the city for him.

	 

	


CHAPTER 6

	MOTHER'S CHASE

	 

	That same day, when the sun had gone down the horizon and the day was growing dark.

	Aiden had been training with Linex for over an hour; all in the bid to improve Linex's martial arts skill.

	 “Ok, then I guess this is enough for today” Sensei Aiden said.

	“What? No, I want to keep training to become stronger” Linex disagreed, for him he could go on training throughout the night.

	  “It’s already late, we should get some rest to train more tomorrow” the old man replied, heading back into the house.

	 “I can’t I have school tomorrow” Linex pointed out.

	  “Oh… well maybe you should come after school then” Sensei Aiden shrugged.

	  “I’ll try” Linex muttered in disappointment, proceeding to wear his shirt. 

	  “Ok, take care and be careful it's late already” his Sensei advised looking up at the darkening sky.

	  “Of course I will be careful, thanks for today’s training” Linex nodded in understanding.

	Linex left and headed out of the forest, he walked through the park, then his mother appeared crying.

	Her face was quite swollen and her eyes puffy with tears.

	 “Mom…” Linex whispered moving close to her.

	Seeing him moving towards her, Jennica ran to him and embraced him tightly. “Don’t do that ever again… please… don’t leave me like that… like what your father did once…” 

	“Wait… dad did what?” Linex said in wonder. He had never known about his father disappearing from her randomly.

	“Umm… I didn’t told you but after we got you, your father then vanish and never returned” his mother replied nodding her head and wiping at her tear-streaked face.

	Linex felt deep anger for what his father had done over the years of his life and resolved to make him pay for it. Quite a surprise; that he wasn't even dead, all those years.

	She took Linex back home. While she was cooking, she stared at Linex longingly, noticing that he was lost in deep thought. Jennica was worried because she knew Linex was thinking about his father, she got close to Linex and sat by his side.

	  “Listen I’m so sorry honey, I know it was hard to find out about that; but let’s just forget about it, alright?” his mother said stroking his hair.

	  “Mom how can I forget about it if he left us behind like if were trash to him?” Linex asked, a hint of anger in his voice.

	 “I know, but please come to the kitchen dinner is about to be ready” his mother beckoned trying to sooth him.

	The kitchen was getting on fire. 

	 “AHH, the kitchen!” she exclaimed her eyes ready to pop out of her skull. She had totally forgotten that she ought to have turned down the gas. 

	However, Linex went running to the kitchen, crossed his hands and concentrated unleashing his aura. The aura went out from his arms and he absorbed the fire in the kitchen.

	His mother looked on surprised.

	“Mom, I forgot to tell you I have fir…” Linex started seeing the look of shock on his mother's face.

	“Don’t do that again Linex!” his mother croaked, hugging him violently.

	“Why mom? Are you ok?”

	“Umm… I’m fine… just don’t do that outside, things can get bad if someone spots you have that”. 

	"Of course I know that mom”. 

	Jennica had to prepare another meal to replace the burnt one and they had a nice time.

	His sleep that night was troubled. Thoughts of his father kept resurfacing over and over “Why would he leave? I just don’t understand…” Linex began to relax and went to sleep peacefully.

	By morning, his mother woke him up quite early.

	  “Linex it's already time, get up and get to the bus” she said.

	  “Alright…” Linex agreed standing up from his bed. He had groggy expression on his face.

	 “Oh my God, you look exhausted” Jennica stated.

	“Really…?” Linex asked.

	 “Yeah, but still you’re going to school, I don’t what you to get a bad grade” she insisted casting aside the blinds that obscured the window. The first rays of sunlight streaked in nearly blinding him.

	“Well that’s a bother” Linex yawned.

	She smacked him on the head.

	 “What was that for mom!” he rubbed at his head, looking at her in despair.

	 “How school is a bother? You should get more prepared for what’s coming in the classes!” she retorted.

	 “Of course mom, I’ll make you proud you’ll see” 

	“What have you drink young man?”

	 “What do you mean? I’m fine” Linex asked confused.

	“Just hurry and get there in time you’ll be late”

	 "Okay mom love you” Linex replied.

	He was soon out of the house within thirty minutes and headed towards Joe's. He found Joe in the front yard, seated at the front porch and playing with a yo-yo.

	 “How’s it going Joe?” Linex asked cheerfully patting his friend on the back.

	“Great man, I’m good, what about you noob?” Joe replied smiling.

	“Not much” Linex grunted.

	They were soon walking down the pedestrian's lane towards the bus-stop.

	 “I was in dad’s training room at 4:00a.m.” Joe said.

	“Really? what were you doing?” Linex arched up his eyebrow.

	 “Well I was battling the robots that dad invented for the training sessions and it was cool, at least I feel like I’m more alerted in fights” Joe informed him, grinning mildly.

	“Wow, that’s great bro” Linex complimented.

	  “Right to beat you badly hahaha… just kidding, so what did you do yesterday when I left?” Joe continued.

	“Well, I was trying to attack Aiden, but it resulted pretty bad he defeated me like 5 times” Linex said.

	  “And that’s how he chooses you as his student?”

	“What do you mean?”

	  "You can’t be defeated by your opponent no matter what, you think this is a game but it's not, you should take this more seriously, never giving up on you and that’s what makes you stronger”. 

	Linex paused thinking about what Joe had just said.

	   “Your right, alright then I’ll give my best and win every challenge!” Linex declared and smiled.

	 "That’s it, bro” they shared a brief high-five and stopped at the bus-stop. The bus arrived shortly, and they got in.

	One of the bullies was staring at him; Linex caught his gaze and made faces at him making the boy cringe back in terror, turning away quickly.

	 “Hey noobie, look at the bus driver” Joe pointed, and they could make out the bus driver arguing with an old lady, Linex and Joe were confused about it and the old lady hit the bus driver in with her walking stick. Linex and Joe laughed hard and the bus driver scowled at them and told them to get down the bus.

	 “No way I’m going down, you don’t give us orders even if you got hit by a lady” Joe said adamantly.

	“Tell him more bro” Linex added, encouraging his friend.

	After the bus driver had kicked them off the bus, Joe and Linex proceeded to walk to school.

	  “I shouldn’t have raised your ego” Linex muttered in bitter regret.

	  “Shut up Noob” Joe snapped.

	They didn't notice Linex's mom clad in a black jacket over dark brown leotards, she also had a pair of glasses on; she was trailing the boys with her car.

	 “They’re on the move” she whispered to Gabriella, her next door neighbour.

	  “Ok then, what is their next move?” Gabriella asked curiously.

	  “I don’t know, but I’m going to figure it out” Jennica replied.

	She started the car and moved ahead but a police car had created a barricade which blocked the main road.

	 “Hey! What are you doing!?” Jennica asked angrily.

	“Lady I’m doing my job and we had to blocked because there was a car accident just ahead” the police officer asserted pointing down the road.

	  “I can’t believe this” Jennica groaned.

	  “Don’t be like that find another route hurry before they get away!” Gabriella advised.

	  "Right! I’m going to route 401, it might be far but probably get to them in no time” Jennica reasoned and started the car again, taking the next route.

	Linex and Joe went on walking to school and they soon found two streets quite close to school.

	 “So what street Joe…?” Linex asked.

	  “I’ll go left bro” Joe noted.

	  “Ok bro” They moved on, just as Jennica drove to the next street, swerving the car to the right.

	  “Have you found them?” Gabriella asked in utmost desperation.

	 “Not yet, they must have noticed I’ve been spying them!” Jennica said.

	  “Quickly abort the area!” Gabriella exclaimed spewing water from her mouth.

	Jennica put the car in reverse and crashed into a random car from the back.

	  “Dang it…" Jennica hissed, "I just crashed the damned car" 

	   "Oh, great" Gabriella threw her hands up in exasperation.

	   Jennica took out her phone and dialed the emergency center.

	“Hello, thanks for calling…” the operator started to say, but Jennica interrupted her.

	“Yeah, yeah, yeah I need help here in route 401 I’ve crashed my car from the back, can you take it and bring it home” she blurted out hastily.

	“Mrs...” the operator said.

	“Bring a truck!” she snapped.

	“Ok then, they will be there soon” the operator replied.

	 “Thank you and have a good day" Jennica said ending the call.

	 

	She got out of the car and literally went sneaking after Linex and Joe, hidden behind a wall; she could see the duo talking to an old man.

	  “Wait, who in the heck is that old man?” she wondered.

	  “Hey Sensei Aiden, how’s it going!” Linex sounded rather excited; they hadn't expected to see the old man there. 

	 “Hey, fireman” Joe added sarcastically.

	  “I was heading to the city to buy some fruits, it’s nice to see you guys" Sensei Aiden replied equally delighted.

	From her vantage point, Jennica had started to worry. It was already way past 8:50am.

	  “Why are they not getting to school? They missed one class already” she whispered angrily.

	The sound of the crane alerted her. She whirled around to see that her car was being picked up by the truck.

	   "What the heck are you doing?" She shouted hurrying towards her car.

	  "We just received a call from a woman, asking that this car be towed" the crane operator replied.

	  "oh… That was me!" She replied.

	  "Oh, why weren't you here then?" The crane operator asked.

	  "Just go with it…" she grunted.

	Linex and Joe trudged into class rather late for Professor Wales's lecture. They had been too excited to see Sensei Aiden and had completely forgotten that time had passed considerably.

	 “Hello Linex and Joe! So, you didn’t go to class this morning I see” The professor said with a hint of sarcasm in this voice.

	 “Don’t blame me, blame Joe and the bus driver for arguing” Linex mumbled.

	  “LINEX…!” Joe cried angrily.

	A fighting almost ensued but the Professor stopped them.

	 “We are really sorry professor, tomorrow we’ll be in time" Linex apologized in all sincerity.

	 “I can come whatever time I want” Joe muttered silently.

	“What was that Joe?” Professor Wales asked.

	 “I will come in time… for sure” he quickly said.

	  “Ok then get to the next classes” the professor instructed and went on his way.

	“Alright” the boys chorused and were on their way to class.

	 “Hahaha you got scared when he almost caught you saying that” Like teased winking at Joe.

	“At least he didn’t, I could get in trouble and I would need to call dad to clear their mind” Joe replied.

	  “Ok? let’s continue” Linex said and the boys headed to class.

	***

	After a lot of argument, Jennica had finally convinced the crane operator that she indeed owned the car.

	And it was taken to the auto-mechanic shortly.

	 


CHAPTER 7

	HIGH SCHOOL BATTLE

	 

	While Jennica was taking her car to the auto mechanics, Linex and Joe were a little late to the second class. 

	“Good morning Linex and Joe, why are you late to class?” Mrs. Paulin asked sternly.

	“Sorry we had a little trouble with the bus and…” Linex started.

	Cutting him short, Mrs. Pauline said. “Shhh, just sit and forget about the excuses”

	The boys mumbled their thanks and sat down much to the amusement of the whole class. 

	Linex was a little pissed but controlled himself, while Joe just kept a straight face ignoring them.

	Linex caught a glimpse of Lysie passing by the door with her friends, he blushed a little, but Joe didn't miss his reaction.

	  “Wejee, so we have a lover-boy” Joe teased smiling at his friend.

	 “What? No of course not, I just saw her that’s all, nothing in mind for her…” Linex protested.

	 “You sure…?” Joe asked.

	 “A hundred percent certain” Linex replied, he had been disgruntled by Joe's side comment; but there was no way he was admitting his crush on Lysie to Joe.

	“Ok students, now we're talking about equations” Mrs. Pauline started scribbling briefly on the white board.

	  “Ohh no” Everyone let out a sigh of agony. They all hated equations.

	 “Man, I hate equations” Joe grumbled.

	 “You basically hate everything in math” Linex commented smirking.

	 “What did you say…!” Joe frowned.

	  “Nothing that I surely love it…!” Linex whispered sharply not wanting to get into Joe's bad side.

	“Lucky you then” 

	 “Yeah”

	Mrs. Pauline proceeded to solve some problems on the white board, while some other students took notes down. Suddenly, Joe’s left hand started to vibrate.

	 “This is bad, dad probably didn’t get to fix it in time while he was in a hurry for some research” Joe muttered looking down at the hand with a worried expression on his face.

	Linex glanced at the hand and gasped. “Oh no, what can I do?”

	Joe only shrugged. He had no clue.

	  “Mrs. Pauline can I go to the bathroom?” Linex asked standing up abruptly.

	“Sure, why not, but make it quick” Mrs. Pauline said granting him permission.

	“Alright” Linex nodded and headed out of the classroom with Joe gaping at him in surprise.

	Linex then proceeded to use his powers to make the emergency alarm turn on,

	   “This can be useful” he thought to himself as the alarm blasted, whining loudly.

	The alarm rang just at the very moment that Joe’s hand started to deteriorate. Everybody left the class quickly; Joe went last and headed to the bathroom.

	“So this was your idea” Joe asked unimpressed.

	 “Yeah I know, but I just saved your butt” Linex replied.

	  “Shut up" they both laughed, and Joe proceeded to fix his hand.

	After the hand was fixed, they got out of the bathroom only to find the professors rounding up students that had tried to get out of school.

	Director Smith approached them with a frown on his face. “You two are in serious trouble” he said gravely.

	  "Mom is going to kill me!” Linex groaned.

	Joe shrugged. “At least, mine won't"

	***

	At the auto-mechanic's workshop, Jennica's car was still being fixed. She glared at the mechanic sending shivers down his spine. She occasionally waved a baseball bat and threatened to use it, if he didn't work on it fast.

	  "Yeah, keep working hard. I need to get back to finding my son" she grunted.

	The ringing of her phone startled her, and she proceeded to pick it up. Her heart skipped a beat; it was from the school.

	 “Hello Jennica, speaking” 

	“There was a minor fire incident, and your son was involved" Director Smith said calmly.

	  “Oh, No…!” Jennica half-screamed into the phone, making all the mechanics cringe back.

	 “There wasn't any fire around the school” A professor informed the director.

	  “Oh really…? Well then you can go to your next class in five minutes, Linex and Joe” the director affirmed cutting the call and apologizing to Jennica.

	 “Ok” Linex said.

	They headed back to class and Joe made fun of Linex. “You should have seen the look of your face, you were terrified”. 

	“Well, thanks to me I saved your metal-trash hand” Linex sneered.

	 “Oh, now you’re going too far” Joe warned, his voice had quickened, and his expression had changed.

	 “What you are going to do?” Linex smirked.

	“Kill that confidence of yours” Joe replied angrily.

	 “I want to see you try" Linex growled.

	Joe began to recharge energy from his robotic arms while Linex unleashed his aura and they both landed a punch at the same time making the school walls tremble.

	Everybody got down from their chairs thinking that it was some kind of earthquake. 

	“I thought you were going to bring out more power in this attack” Joe taunted.

	  “I can’t, I’ll destroy you and the school if I do it” Linex replied.

	 “Yeah right, prove it” They landed another punch that generated more power making the school shake even more.

	   “What is happening…!” Director Smith groaned shivering with fear.

	  “Picking up a fight here is no good why not go outside” Linex suggested.

	 “That would be wonderful” Joe agreed, and they started running, simultaneously battling as they went.

	They had destroyed lots of school lockers and most of the hallway, and finally they got outside and started to fight.

	The clashes made the school shake making a possibility of destroying it for good.

	  “Stop…!” Linex said.

	“What’s the matter? Can’t fight me?" Joe asked with a grin on his lips.

	 “The school can probably fall by just our fight; we should go somewhere else” Linex replied.

	 “Nah, let’s go to class no more fighting okay or we will be in big trouble” Joe disagreed.

	 “Alright then”

	They went back inside the school and saw all teachers looking at the halls, they were nervous but pretended nothing was up

	. “Linex and Joe come over here” Director Smith called to them.

	 “Yeah…?” They approached the director.

	  “What happened here!” the director asked bewildered.

	“Don’t ask me I didn’t see anything” Joe replied abruptly.

	 “Um… probably was because of the earthquake??” Linex suggested hoping the director hadn't seen them.

	“That can’t be it… but oh well, at least it’s over we will clean this mess, you two should go outside with the rest of the students” the director instructed.

	 “Okay" they agreed shuffling outside with the other students.

	They got to the group of students outside of the school with the teachers. “This won’t finish today I’m leaving” Joe grumbled.

	 “You can’t it's just 12:18p.m.” Linex noted checking his wristwatch.

	 “So? They won’t be able to finish this until 3:00p.m, yet I’m leaving I get bored quick” Joe said.

	 “Ok I’m going too” Linex agreed and they headed out of the school gate, sneaking past their teachers.

	They had not really walked quite a distance before they ran into Linex's mom. She had a stern look on her face.

	 “Mom…! I can explain!” Linex cried.

	“You’re in really big trouble young man” his mother replied still frowning.

	“Mom, there wasn't class today, you shouldn’t be mad about the director of course, he called you. But there was an earthquake in the school, and they cancelled the classes for today” Like explained.

	“Exactly we didn’t do anything bad so” Joe added.

	  “Oh well then, but I’m still going to check if you two are right, if you’re going to stay late around then I’m probably be in the auto mechanics, hope I see you home when I get there” Jennica said kissing her son on the cheek.

	  “Auto- shop…? Oh well ok then, love you mom” he replied.

	They left and went around the city and they found a basketball court. 

	“Hey Linex, want to play basketball?” Joe asked.

	 “You know I would” Linex replied.

	They played for a while, with Linex scoring more baskets and dribbling Joe easily.

	As they played on; he could make out Lysie walking down the road.

	“Hey! Lysie” Linex called.

	 “Oh hey, sup Linex” Lysie called back, to was looking depressed and down casted.

	  “Um… are you alright” Linex asked moving closer to her.

	 “I’m alright it just I had problems with dad and… I don’t want to talk about it” Lysie replied.

	 “I respect your opinion there is no need to tell me, but do you want to come over the court?” he furthered looking at her eagerly. 

	Lysie looked at Linex surprised and smiled a little. “Ok let's go”

	“Let’s play a little” Linex suggested and threw the ball at her. Joe was looking up at the basket down the court.

	“Alright” Lysie agreed.

	Linex smiled at her, it was his turn to play basketball, so he chose Joe while Lysie picked some random players and they had a great time and Lysie was looking at them and she was glad to clear her mind and she had a good moment playing.

	 “So are you ok now?” Linex asked.

	“Yeah I feel better now thanks to you” Lysie nodded smiling.

	  “Your welcome Lysie, man I’m exhausted" Linex groaned stretching his body.

	“Of course you played five games in a row without taking a break”

	  “Honestly I’m careless most of the times”

	“I can see that clearly”. 

	  “Hehe yeah… well what happened between you and your dad?” Linex finally asked again.

	“Dad didn’t take me to my volleyball game and I wanted to play for my mom, because she told me to do it for her and I promised her to win that game and dad didn’t approve it and I started to argue with dad, I felt bad because it was a promise and I didn’t do it and mom is really sick in the hospital, but I hope she gets better soon” Lysie concluded with a note of sadness in her voice.

	  “That’s harsh… I hope your mom can get better soon, maybe your dad didn’t wanted to take you to the game because he probably knows that it was a bad moment to play, maybe your mother could understand… you should understand that your mom’s health is important than a game” Like admonished.

	Lysie was surprised by Linex words and hugged him. “Thank you for those words Linex, I appreciate it” 

	 “No problem Lysie” he blushed.

	It was almost dark when they headed home, Joe trudging along just behind them, while Lysie and Linex talked as they made their way through the dark street.

	 


CHAPTER 8

	A NEW INNER BUDDY

	 

	Linex blinked slowly. The sunlight almost blinded him, but he managed to shield his face with his right hand. He wondered if his mom had pulled the blinds apart the night before.

	That was when he heard the voice.

	“Linex…” the voice was rather clear and deep. 

	Linex rolled on his bed and groaned loudly. “Uhhh mom it’s too early, I don’t want to…” 

	 “Linex...” the voice repeated. He listened carefully, that most certainly didn't sound like his mom. But he was still too sleepy to bother, perhaps he was having one of those weird dreams again.

	  “Linex wake up!!” the voice ordered shrilly.

	Linex sat up quickly, definitely not his mom's voice. He glanced around his bed, there was no one; yet he could hear the sound of heavy breathing. “Huh what, where, who… who was that?” the question almost sounded stupid.

	 “Down here, you little fire baby” the voice replied.

	Linex looked down his bed, standing on its hind legs, not too far from the lampstand was a small dragon.

	He was most certainly dreaming. Linex blinked twice again and squinted his eyes to examine the strange creature.

	If he had seen it from afar, he would have concluded that he was actually looking at a small lizard. The dragon's body was spiked with scales, the color of its body was dull red, and it also had a pair of small wings which it flapped as it stared back at Linex with slitted eyes.

	  “Aww... it’s so cute” Linex sighed looking at the dragon.

	“Who are you calling cute?” the dragon demanded sending a ball of fire into Linex's face.

	“Ahh my face!! What was that for?” Linex asked rather surprised. The fire had burnt off a lock of his hair.

	 “For calling me cute. However, pardon me but my name is Urilion” the dragon replied, it flapped its little wings and floated in front of Linex.

	 “Weird name, why not Dray?” Linex suggested. "Dray's a way cooler name" 

	Urilion paused to consider that for a moment. “That was random… ok then maybe I could get used to it” it replied in agreement.

	Linex got out of the bed and headed to the bathroom to brush his teeth.

	Urilion flew after him, staring at the toothbrush in utmost wonder. “Is that a weapon?” it asked.

	 “No, just an object to keep the teeth clean” Linex replied. He squeezed some toothpaste on the brush and proceeded to floss and brush his teeth while the dragon watched with fascination.

	 “Say, where did you come from?” Linex asked.

	 “From you” Urilion replied abruptly.

	  “Sorry, what?” Linex gaped at the dragon in surprise.

	 “I came from your body”

	  “Ok! I’m so confused now” 

	 “We Flaredragons are born when someone possess an orb as it’s user, which our objective is to be the guardian of this power, I was with you all along Linex” Urilion explained. It had a rather wiry smile on its face that sent a chill down Linex's spine.

	.  “I can’t believe this…" Linex mumbled shaking his head. "Does that mean…" 

	Urilion interjected. “yes I know the girl you like too”. 

	Linex screamed and bolted downstairs. 

	 “Hey, you can’t leave me behind, it's too dangerous to do that, what if you lose control of your power!” Urilion called after him. 

	 “Dray don’t let mom discover you” Linex warned.

	 “What would she do? she’s nice” the dragon noted thoughtfully.

	  “Sometimes” Linex agreed.

	“Uh… probably true, ok then I’ll go inside of the temple” Urilion said.

	  “Wait… what temple?” Linex asked quite confused.

	Urilion transformed into fire and merged with Linex.

	 “Oh Lord, this is awesome!” Linex whispered under his breath, he looked around to be sure that no one had saw that happen.

	Urilion went to his conformable place called the Garden of Peace inside the Fire temple.

	  “Linex you can come over here and have a good conversation” the voice was quite clear in Linex's head. 

	“How? I’m already here with you” Linex replied in astonishment.

	 “Not exactly, what I mean is to a secret and peaceful place for you, you need to lose yourself in your mind. You spirit will automatically come over here” Urilion instructed.

	  “Ok then” Linex agreed. He closed his eyes slowly and focused. At first, nothing happened. Then slowly, his body grew warm and calm; merging him with his inner self and he soon eventually enters the Fire temple, he sees Urilion there, but the dragon has grown rather huge.

	 “Um… am I dreaming?” Linex asked lost in wonder.

	 “No Linex, and of course this is my original size” Urilion informed him.

	 "awesome… anyways what is this place?” Linex asked, he was moving around this ethereal place, looking shocked.

	  “This might be complicated but it’s your mind in a paradise. This is how you have to maintain yourself if you get in some big mental problems” Urilion replied.

	 “Ok? So, if I lose myself mentally…” Linex furthered.

	 “You’ll probably become an undead smoke monster like the ones you saw before” the dragon coughed, emitting a ball of flame.

	 “Would I come back if I put myself together?”

	  “No, well I have never seen that happening, but if you die that’s it and you are having difficulties with that”

	 “Hahaha, don’t remind me it…”

	They went outside. There were two large dragon statues looking one each other, glowing orbs of fire, just outside the Fire Temple.

	  “Linex have you met your father?” The dragon asked as they moved down the stairs.

	 “No, but I saw a vision about him” Linex replied.

	  “yes, I saw it as well, your father bonded the Scarlet Orb inside you for what I can see” Urilion explained.

	“Wait the Scarlet what… what is that? And do you remember something about my dad?” Linex's eyes shone with curiosity. Here was an opportunity to know all about his father.

	  “Well I don’t know anything about your father nor about what happened before, but I remember that your race was training really hard to protect their home, there is something that went wrong after that, but the memory went blank… I can’t remember much all I know is about the Scarlet Orb which has a tremendous flame powers” Urilion replied.

	Linex was still curious. But didn't push further. He emerged back to his body, only to find that he was presently still standing in his room.

	  “Well, back to myself” Linex heaved a sigh of relief.

	 “Anyways… where is your mother?” Urilion asked popping out of Linex's body again.

	   "Probably downstairs” Linex grunted.

	Urilion flew down the stairs and Linex went running after him.

	   “Don’t let mom see you!” Linex shouted after the dragon, trying to keep his voice low. He wondered the look on the face of his mother, if she eventually saw a real dragon in the house.

	 “Why not? Well she is human I don’t know how she will react but let’s try…” Urilion grinned morbidly. “Hello there” he said addressing Jennica who had her back turned to him.  

	But before his mother turn around, Linex grabbed Urilion and held the dragon behind his back.

	 “What was that voice” Jennica asked looking rather surprised.

	 “Oh mom, that was me” Linex replied. 

	 “You sure? That was a deep voice young man" his mother said regarding him suspiciously.

	  “Well I’m practicing it that’s all hehe…” Linex insisted, trying to keep a straight face.

	“Oh well then… forgot to tell you that Joe have called so that he can be with you around the city” his mother informed him.

	  “Ok, can you give me a moment” Linex went to his room again to talk to Dray. 

	“What you were thinking...?!” he retorted lowering his voice, so as not to attract the attention of his mother.

	“What? It’s just a human how bad can it get?” Urilion asked grinning.

	“It can get really bad, and I can’t explain because there are so many reasons. I don’t know how she will react! Just please don’t let her find you” Linex warned.

	"Well why not give it a shot for once” Urilion suggested.

	 “Nope" said Linex. "Not happening"

	 “Very well, I’m heading back to my temple” Dray disappeared into a puff of smoke and entered Linex’s heart only pop out again for a few seconds again.

	  “Oh and by the way I know you're so in love with Lysie” the dragon grinned and popped right back in.

	 “Return back Dray!!!” Linex ordered. But nothing happened.

	Linex trudged downstairs to find that his mom had already fixed breakfast.

	After eating breakfast, he headed out of the house.

	“Don’t forget to get early here for dinner” his mother called after him.

	“Alright, bye” he replied closing the door behind him.

	As he walked down the road, he found himself suddenly surrounded by a thick fog. And out of the thick fog came a pair of purple eyes that made him cringe back in terror. 

	But the eyes disappeared as abruptly as they had made an appearance.

	Linex looked around carefully. “What was that… well if it appears again I’ll be ready for it, right now I have to find Joe” he muttered and continued his walk down to Joe's.

	Unconsciously, he started running. Not looking up, he crashed into Lysie again.

	 “Really Linex again!” Lysie said more out of surprise, feigning anger.

	 “I’m so sorry Lysie” Linex apologized.

	  “Hey Lysie, what are you doing with that?” Linex asked noticing the drugs that Lysie had in a cellophane bag.

	 “I was taking this to my aunt, she is really sick” Lysie replied.

	  “Ok then, I’ll help you get over there” Linex offered smiling.

	 “Are you sure? You been in a rush now” Lysie asked quite shocked.

	“Yeah, I was heading to Joe’s house but don’t worry he will get mad but don’t worry really” Linex replied.

	“You know Joe’s going to kill you right?” Urilion whispered in his head.

	 “Shut it” Linex grunted.

	  “What?”

	  “Oh nothing just talking to myself hehe…” 

	“Good going Linex” Urilion chuckled. But Linex only ignored the dragon.

	 “Anyways let’s go quickly” Linex stated and Lysie nodded in agreement.

	After ten minutes, they soon arrived at the house. 

	“We're here” Lysie announced as they trotted up the steep stairs that led to the front porch.

	  “Wow, the house is huge” Linex commented.

	They found Lysie's aunt in bed, she was quite delighted to see them. 

	“Thank you dear, say hello to your mother for me ok, love you” her aunt said after Lysie had handed over the drugs.

	  “Alright aunty loves you too, bye” Lysie replied. They got outside the house.

	 “Well we are done… so, where are we going?” Lysie asked.

	 “I was going to Joe’s place; he might be out because we took long here” Linex noted.

	Then let’s go find that cocky boy” Lysie declared excitedly.

	 “Ok then” Linex agreed blushing.

	 “Hey, don’t get too blushy” Urilion commented.

	  “Stop it Dray” Linex replied back, but this time he used the telepathic link between himself and the Flaredragon.

	As they walked, Linex had that weird feeling of being watched. “It’s that feeling again, Dray…” Linex communicated telepathically.

	  “Yes I know, stay alert I think it’s the same fog from before” the dragon advised.

	“Did you see it?” Linex asked.

	  “Not completely, what have you seen?” Urilion whispered.

	 “Some purple eyes in it, what do you think what it is?” 

	Urilion was rather quiet, then it hit the dragon and its voice became croaky with panic. “Purple eyes… Oh no… Linex you better get out of there quickly!”

	  “Why?” Linex asked in confusion.

	The fog came out of nowhere and someone, or something ran towards Linex. 

	“Oh no!!, Lysie get out!” Linex screamed unleashing his fire aura to block the attack directed at him.

	After he had blocked it, the wind blew away the fog and the face were revealed, it was a Smokeling like the once before. 

	  “Dang it, these ones are very stealthy and intelligent watch out Linex” the dragon advised.

	 “Don’t worry I got this” Linex said staring intently at the Smokeling. "Stay behind me, Lysie"

	 “Be careful Linex” Lysie said standing right behind Linex, she had never seen anything like what she was gaping at now. It didn't look like a human.

	“Don’t worry I’ll…” he hardly completed those words. The Smokeling sent a punch into his face.

	“You let your guard down, I told you to be careful, not careless!” Lysie shouted at him. She had hidden behind a garbage can.

	  “Ouch, ouch… that really hurt! You’re really strong” Linex said and attacked again.

	The fight continued but the difference in power was really high. -

	“What is this! I can’t lay nothing… not even a scratch, ok well time to let more heat unleash” Linex wondered.

	He unleashed more power from his arms and attacked the monster again, but no matter how much he managed to fight, nothing seemed to affect the monster.

	  “There is nothing you can do, let’s go!” Lysie called to him.

	“No, I can do it… I can win…" Linex insisted trying to stand back to his feet. "No… I… I… can’t”. The monster ran towards Linex to finish him. But a red blur came out of nowhere and blocked the finishing attack. 

	 “Leave. Linex,” It was Sensei Aiden, covered by his fire aura. 

	“Sensei!” Linex screamed.

	 “The Oldman” Lysie said recognizing him almost immediately from that day at the school.

	 “Um, I’m here you know” Joe added joining Sensei Aiden.

	“Where were you?" Linex asked a bit surprised.

	 “I was with Sensei Aiden since he called me to get here quickly” Joe replied. “Good timing too”

	The monster stood at some distance from them and stared at Aiden. 

	“What is this class doing here? And why after Linex?” a voice whispered in Aiden's head.

	  “He discovered that Linex is one of us” Sensei Aiden replied.

	The Smokeling had started to charge up a big purple fire ball.  

	“Enough” Aiden said cancelling the attack.

	 “Well, well, well… what do we have here… so you’re the one called Aiden” the monster said grinning wickedly.

	  “Who are you?” Sensei Aiden asked.

	  “Well I’m the end, of your destiny” He charged up to attack them, which they got the advantage. “This is where you die!”. He blasted the beam attack, but Aiden only blocked it.

	 “Is that all you have?” Sensei Aiden appeared unimpressed.

	“Nah, it was just a little part of my power, now that I see how strong you are, your power is perfect for her…” the Smokeling said.

	 "Her...?" The old man sounded quite astonished. "Who are you referring to?”.

	The Smokeling only laughed hysterically. “I cannot say, soon you’ll see…”

	 “You’re leaving soon, what a shame of two cowards like you!” Joe called after them.

	However, the Smokeling and the monster disappeared.

	 “Who is he? And how did they manage to enter the city!” Sensei Aiden wondered loudly.

	There was complete silence for a moment. Then Aiden turned to Linex, " Linex are you alright?” he asked.

	Linex only nodded his head.

	***

	At that same moment, the Smokelings were assembled in a gloomy place keeling before an unknown figure shrouded in darkness.

	 “My royal highness” the Smokelings greeted bowing down.

	  “Did you see him?” the dark figure asked.

	“Yes I did ma’am” the Smokelings replied.

	  “Perfect, the plan will be as I expected” the dark figure chuckled, and so saying sent a single ball of fire at one of the Smokelings, utterly pulverizing it.

	   “I’m getting close to you; you’ll be dead by my hands and I will get your power" the dark figure's laughter rang through the encroaching night. 

	 


CHAPTER 9

	HEARING THE TRUTH

	 

	“Yeah, I’m fine" Linex nodded in affirmation. "What about you?”  

	 “I’m ok, you’re hurt badly but thank goodness you’re alright, what about Lysie?” Aiden asked addressing Lysie who was still a bit shocked as regards what she had just witnessed.

	  “I’m ok, Linex protected me at that moment, well a little” she casted a furtive glance at him.

	Linex laughed a little and stood up. “Good that the Purpureus monster left” Urilion commented, the dragon had been silent in his head.

	  “Purpureus?” Linex asked in wonder.

	  “There are 5 types of monsters which they are called Smokelings, there is more to those things, but I can’t remember” Urilion explained.

	 “Yeah I see, so he is one of those smoke monsters, right?”

	“Yes, and my question is why would it be here? Or what is their work?” Urilion asked, it was a kind of rhetorical question. The dragon doesn’t know a lot, but he still has few memories about them, it had been almost as if that race had been extinct.

	“We should go, the police and the military are on their way to this part of the city” Lysie urged.

	  “Alright, Sensei…” Linex started but his Sensei had long disappeared. He was nowhere in sight.

	“Oh well let’s go Lysie!” Linex said. Both he and Lysie bounded down the streets amidst the wails of approaching sirens.

	About ten minutes after their departure, the military arrived, and the commander got down of his military vehicle.

	  “So… those people left” Commander Alderson grunted, he was a tall man with well-built body, he had a scar at the left side of his face, directly above the cheekbone.

	 “Sir, the monsters have been on the move and it looks like there were two enemies and some old guy with three teenagers” one of the soldiers responded.

	  “Yes, and I want to capture that old guy and the boy who have this strange power, I want them now” the commander instructed.

	“Yes, commander” the soldier agreed and saluted.

	Linex, Lysie and Joe went to Markson’s house and talked about the dire situation they were in at that moment while Linex was being tended to by Aunt Stacy, who saw how banged up he was.

	  "I don’t understand, why would they be after Linex?” Lysie asked rather confused.

	“Why after him? He is weaker than me” Joe smirked, he grinned at Linex. 

	Linex twisted his lips in a snarl. “Yeah right, don’t get cocky Joe”. 

	“What are you mad? You injured baby” Joe teased further.

	 “Enough!” Lysie smacked both boys on the head and they fell silent.

	 “Maybe they are after you because of your ability, they would not go after someone with nothing extraordinary” Markson chimed in, he had been listening on the conversation of the boys.

	  “True, but why? I mean they don’t look like they have the type of power to steal his ability, right?” Lysie asked astonished.

	  “Weird…” Joe simply muttered.

	 “Anyways Linex I’m done, you should take some rest for now ok?” Aunt Stacy announced wrapping the last bandage around Linex's upper arm. It smarted a little, but he didn't mind.

	“Alright, thank you Mrs. D.Freink" Linex said quite grateful.

	  “Oh well, I’m leaving… here is my number if you all needed for help, see you all later” Joe said, he waved to his dad and headed out of the house.

	  “I’ve saw the news and the city is going crazy with the trouble that happened there, and that old man was oddly familiar… do you know him Linex?” Markson noted.

	“Who!? I don’t know what you’re talking about… I don’t know him” Linex replied chortling.

	“Linex stop lying, he is probably his friend” Markson chided. “If he got so fast to where you guys where… why would he get so worried for Linex? Is there something more in Linex than the power he has? Linex I need you to take me to him”. 

	 “I don’t know really; I mean he doesn’t allow people to enter his hideout” Linex replied in a sullen manner.

	 “I might know him, so please take me to his place” Markson insisted.

	 “Alright then, let’s go… but if something bad happens I going to blame you” his voice had grown grave, he felt like he was betraying his Sensei.

	 “Don’t worry, with me on your side there is nothing to worry about" Markson assured him, patting his back.

	 “I’m going too” Lysie added. Linex simply nodded in agreement.

	***

	It was a long walk to Aiden's place in the forest, but Markson, Linex and Lysie didn't mind. 

	 “So, tell me Linex what is he protecting you?" Markson furthered.

	 “Well to tell you the truth he is my master” Linex confessed. 

	  “What! So, he has been training you all these days?” Lysie asked genuinely surprised.

	 “Yeah… my bad I have not told you” Linex apologized.

	“It’s ok…" Lysie muttered.

	“We are getting close, be aware that there could be traps around this forest” Linex warned as they made their way towards Aiden's house which had appeared in a distance.

	After they got closer to Aiden’s house they found Aiden all wounded sitting under a tree, all of them ran to him. 

	“Don’t get close! If they find you, you all will be caught!” Sensei Aiden croaked looking at them with a terror scribbled on his face.

	 “Calm down Sensei, explain what is happening? why do these people suddenly want to capture me?” Linex asked.

	  “You want to hear the truth… I am… the protector of this city, there are five protectors and each protector are far away from each other, we can’t stay together because the military would think we are joining forces to destroy their home and we must protect this place at all cost, or we would get killed” Sensei Aiden explained.

	Markson gasped, he could recognize Aiden now. “Oh no…”

	 “You… you were the one who started ALL OF THIS!” Aiden cried pointing at Markson, they could both recognize each other now.

	 “I… I’m sorry, I should have destroyed the laboratory quickly” Markson shook his head sadly.

	 “I may not be one of them, but I heard of you, you were…” Aiden trailed off, they heard people talking and approaching their position.

	 “You all have to go” Sensei Aiden coughed long and loud, barely able to mouth out the words.

	  “I’m not going to leave you behind!" Linex insisted.

	 “Exactly, we need you” added Lysie.

	They ran as fast as they could, but Sensei Aiden was getting dizzy he couldn’t move anymore.

	 “Leave me please, they are getting close don’t worry about me. I will get a chance to escape them, trust me” Sensei Aiden urged.

	 “Please don’t!” Linex cried.

	“Trust me my child, there is a machine in my house where it makes everything around its invisible hurry and turn it on" Sensei Aiden instructed.

	We must go Linex!” Markson said grabbing Linex and both escapes leaving Aiden behind. 

	“NO! Aiden!” Linex screamed loudly.

	It wasn’t that easy since the soldiers were after them as well, but they managed to escape them completely and hid in Aiden’s house with the machine turned on and disguising the house, making it appear to be a forest.

	 “What kind of machine is this?” Linex wondered.

	 “Don’t know, but I must analyze it” Markson grunted, his eyes sparkled with fascination.

	“STOP! What do you you’re doing Markson, what did you do before? Why would the old man scream at you for no reason! Explain everything” Lysie demanded.

	 “Right! What have you been hiding for years?” Linex chimed in.

	 “I can’t say it” Markson said, he pushed a button summoning Joe.

	 “You have been hiding to much stuff from us! And now I’m asking you… have you been hiding so many information from you son too?” Linex asked almost angrily.

	 “Don’t drag my son into this Linex” Markson replied.

	Joe soon arrived shortly and entered the area since he knew how to access it. “What happened? I gave you my number!” 

	 “Yes, we haven’t forgot about it, but everything was all of a sudden” Linex said still shaken.

	“Well and where is Aiden?” he asked.

	  “The military captured him, and he is all injured that we couldn’t get him here” Lysie quipped.

	 “Pathetic of you Linex, you couldn’t get him safe” Joe muttered bitterly. 

	  “Don’t say that Joe” Lysie said quietly.

	“It was my fault I know… I should have been stronger to carry him, but he was so heavy I don’t know” Linex mumbled in anguish.

	He was starting to get angry and his white aura unleashed through his arms, his body had grown extremely hot and fire spun around him like a shield. “I should… I should… AHHHH!”. His aura exploded with rage and he manage to control it through his whole body. The force of the power sent a wave blast that enveloped the entire planet and someone else sensed it.

	  “Well I guess someone is having the same issue, well since you are one of them you wouldn’t be living in those problems for long" the person clad in a hood muttered and unleashed blue flames on his hand. 

	 “Linex calm down, the machine is probably getting weaker because of the power” Markson said.

	 “It’s alright… I’m getting ready" he replied turning to face Markson. “To save Sensei Aiden”. 

	“Hmph, we must leave and let this place alone, for now must we separate alright if something bad happens take this when you press it Markson, Lysie and I will get the alert ok” Joe said handing the device to Linex.

	“Alright thanks Joe, let’s leave” Linex said.

	After everyone left Linex headed to his house in Wollvalley and got to his mother.

	 “Linex!” She hugged him tight. A look of worry on her face, she had feared something bad had happened to him.

	 “Where were you? And those wounds! you are so grounded” his mother great abruptly.

	 “Mom I can explain” Linex started.

	“Yeah right…” his mother sneered. "ALWAYS LOOKING FOR AN EXCUSE"

	Urilion materialized right in front of her eyes, popping out of Linex's body. The dragon had a faint smile on its face. “Actually he really needs to explain”

	“Ahhhh! What is that?” his mother asked pointing at the floating Flaredragon.

	“I can explain that too” Linex hung his head low.

	 “Kill that thing!” his mother retorted.

	“Hey, I’m not a bug you know” Urilion said quite disappointed.

	“It… it talks!” Jennica stammered pointing at the flying dragon. 

	 “Mom! Calm down, he is basically my guardian of my powers" Linex explained. His mother's eyes only grew wide.

	 “Exactly like he said, please let me introduce myself my name is Urilion but Linex calls me Dray and I am his protector” said the dragon, with a dash of style.

	  “Anyways mom, we have a big problem right now and we don’t know how long I going to be around the city” Linex said sadly.

	 “Don’t tell me you showed your powers” Jennica broke down in tears. "So just like your father"

	“Mom, I’m sorry. But I have no choice and now I have to rescue my teacher from the military base, and it has to be quick before something awful happens to him" Linex said.

	“No, you are staying here at all cost, I don’t want you to get killed!”

	“Mom I’m not alone, I’m with Joe, Lysie and Markson we can rescue him trust me”

	  “Linex no! you won’t go” his mother insisted. 

	“MOM! Please! He is my teacher; he is teaching me how to control and become more stronger… then I have no choice… Sorry mom”. Linex recharged a fiery smoke around himself without burning anything nor hurting his mother but jumped out of the house.

	 “Linex!” his mother called after him.

	  “I cannot stay mom; I can put you in danger too that’s why I must leave… now… I’m coming for you sensei, I’m going to let you know I’m capable of saving you, you’ll see!” he called back and became a red streak of fire moving at top speed.

	 


CHAPTER 10

	UNITE THEM

	 

	Linex kept running towards Markson’s house. He had to get to the others; especially Joe and Lysie. They had to come up with a plan.

	It was 8:30 p.m. and Linex was getting closer to Markson. “Mom and probably the rest don’t understand that there is something inside me that tells me to save him and I just can’t think about it and need to get to him quickly” he muttered to himself. 

	  “Linex is too late to be around here…” Markson said quite astonished to see Linex.

	  “No time to say it” Linex declared pushing his way through into the house.

	 “What are you trying to plot now Linex?” Markson asked.

	 “We need to make something… like a huge machine for us to save Aiden” Linex said hastily.

	  “Hey, take it easy they won’t just kill him quickly, probably they would ask some specific questions or torture him… testing him… Shot… you’re right Linex, we must really save him” Markson agreed.

	“Yeah so get everything ready and…” Linex trailed off.

	 “Wait… we must have a plan, a team or… I know!” Markson said leading the way to his empty laboratory with Linex.

	 “What happened here?” Linex asked looking around the deserted laboratory. “Did you park up, all of a sudden?” 

	 “Ever since I knew something bad was going to happen to me, I changed the location of my laboratory; it’s underground now” Markson said to Linex as they boarded a large tube in one of the secret hide outs of Markson.

	The tube went so fast like light; making Linex scream with terror, and then – it slowed down when the destination had been reached. It was one of Markson’s recent inventions.

	 “I probably shouldn’t have screamed all the way” Linex grunted. 

	  “Yeah, right” Markson agreed. “But it’s always pretty crazy the first time, it’s a wonder you didn’t puke”

	  “And where is Joe?” Linex asked,

	 “He is sleeping, and I don’t want to disturb him, or he would knock me out like before while he was dreaming” Markson replied turning on the lights in the underground laboratory.

	  “Alright then” Linex nodded in understanding.

	  “I will have a suit for Lysie since she doesn’t have powers, but this suit has some combat skills set and some great abilities and let’s not forget the shield… and it’s ready to go all out” Markson explained as they planned on how to infiltrate the military base.

	  “Alright so I need to get Lysie and Joe, right?”

	  “Yes, and please don’t call them through phone calls or we will be goners, ok?”

	“Alright I understand; I’m going to wake Joe and find Lysie in her house I doubt her parents would let her go out at this time” Linex noted. 

	“Take this” Markson handed him a taser gun. “Should come in handy”

	   “What’s this for?” Linex gaped at the gun in wonder.

	  “It’s just a toy alright, just shoot them and in five minutes they will be all fine” Markson assured.

	  “Sure?” Linex asked doubtfully.

	 “Just go!” Markson retorted and Linex bolted away. 

	First he headed to Joe’s. Now, it was always really hard to get Joe to wake up in time once he had fallen asleep. “Hey Joe, we have to do some work… wake up”

	Joe only answered with a snore.

	 “Joe, wake up… I know you are exhausted, but we need you now” Linex said nudging him.

	 “Linex I’ll beat you up…” Joe mumbled groggily, pushing away Linex and hit on the wall. 

	 “Even I see the stars right now” Urilion commented telepathically. 

	“Shut up Dray” Linex snapped.

	  “What just trying to help a little” the dragon offered, chuckling hard.  

	  “That is no help. But, thank you”

	Linex got a stick and poked at Joe with it.

	  “Enough!” he cried breaking it almost immediately.

	“You want it the hard way then…” Linex said gravely.

	  “I don’t think that’s a good idea Linex” Urilion chimed in, Joe only rolled on his back and continued sleeping.

	 “You’ll see, this will wake him up” Linex replied charging up a super punch which he slammed straight into Joe’s back. “Sorry buddy”.

	 “Ow, ow, ow, what was that for! Who did… you –” Joe started up angrily, his face contorted with pain.

	 “My bad Joe I…” Linex was saying – the words were hardly out before Joe slammed a punch in his face. Of course, this made Linex howl in pain.

	 “Now we are even” Joe said quite satisfied.

	 “Ow! That hurt man, we need you Joe!” Linex groaned rubbing his forehead, a small lump had started to form right there.

	  “For what…?” Joe asked.

	  “Your father is calling, he’s down in the lab” Linex informed him.

	  “What for and why? At this time… totally weird” Joe said rolling his eyes. He headed to the kitchen to eat some sandwiches. “So, where is dad at this time again…?”

	  “I told you in his laboratory”

	“Well I don’t see it, all I see is emptiness”

	  “He moved all quickly before something bad happens here, the soldiers are now targeting us” Linex replied.

	“Yeah I know that, and I’m prepared for that” Joe said dismissively. 

	  “Joe…” 

	  “Yeah…?”

	 “Does your father… hide things from you?” Linex asked.

	  “Well, I don’t know because most of the time he is very sincere to me” Joe replied with utmost caution.

	 “Well I think he is hiding something that Sensei Aiden was saying the moment he got captured” Linex replied thoughtfully.

	 “Like what?”

	  “I don’t know but we have to get him back and ask him what is going on” Linex muttered silently.

	   “We are ready to leave” Joe affirmed wearing his jacket. “Let’s go get him” 

	   “Right” Linex replied. 

	While Joe and Linex were just finishing up and getting ready to pull of the escape plan, Commander Alderson and the other soldiers were also meeting Sensei Aiden in the military base. 

	“Hello, you sick freak” Commander Alderson grinned, addressing the old man. 

	 “I’m not one of them you know” Sensei Aiden replied.

	The commander pummeled him in the face. “Even if you’re not one of them we still going to capture you and put to test your power” 

	“You humans are the worst” Sensei Aiden spat at the commander. 

	 “Thank you! Now, take him away” Commander Alderson ordered. The old man was led to a secure box guarded by several soldiers.

	 “At least Linex and the rest will be safe” he thought to himself, that alone – was comfort enough, in such trying times.

	 “Commander, while we captured the old man there were three people with him probably they were like him” one of the soldiers, a bald-headed sergeant informed the commander. 

	 “For now we don’t know their location and there were two young boys and an old person” another soldier chipped in.

	 “Very well, I need you all to get to work and find this people and bring them in” the commander instructed. 

	 “Yes, Commander…!” they both saluted and headed away.

	After the soldiers had left, Commander Alderson looked at the sky. “Soon the Earth will be recovered, and we can return”. 

	***

	 “Well we are here” Linex announced.

	  “I’ll knock the door” Joe stated heading towards the door.

	  “NO!” Linex cried softly, blocking his way. Joe only gaped at him in utter confusion; he wondered what was up with Linex. Calling Lysie had been his idea. 

	 “You can’t knock a door be gentle and ring the bell and the bell only works on me” Linex informed him.

	  “What the heck is wrong with you?” Joe asked, still confounded.

	 “It’s nothing really” Linex proceeded to push the doorbell button and Lysie’s servant opened the door. 

	 “Hello there, May I help you young men?” the butler asked.

	  “We came to see Lysie” Linex and Joe chorused together.

	 “Oh my, well Lysie is in a family dinner right now and if you want to enter you must enter dressed formally” the butler informed them.

	They agreed, headed back home and were soon dressed up in suits.

	 “Guess this will work” Joe reasoned looking at himself.

	 “Yeah and this is a little big for me, but anyways I need it” Linex noted.

	  “Well you both are back and elegant!” the butler exclaimed. They both smiled evenly at this, he was finally going to let them in.

	   “BUT…!” the butler proclaimed, making due emphasis on that word. “You must be a family member”

	 “Oh, for the Lord” Linex threw up his hands in frustration.

	 “After you made me go back home dress up and this is what you tell me!” Joe growled his face rather red with anger.

	  “Calm down Joe” Linex said

	 “Gordon! What is happening over there?” Lysie’s voice floated through the hall, she had been curious as to why the butler was at the front door.

	 “My lady, these young men came to look for you” the butler said motioning to Linex and Joe.

	 “Thank you Gordon. So, why you came in a time like this?” Lysie addressed her friends in almost a whisper.

	 “Uh… we need you, Markson is making a plan and without you this cannot be done” Linex informed her.

	  “What is it?”

	 “I don’t know, he hasn’t told me”

	 “Then I can’t go if it’s not urgent” Lysie replied.

	  “Actually it is” Linex insisted. 

	 “I still can’t my family is here and it’s late too” she grumbled. 

	 “Please convince your parents to let you come with us” Linex urged, it was important that Lysie be part of the plans.

	 “Lysie, what is going on over there?” her father asked, he was a tall man – clad in a waistcoat and had a pair of glasses that rested at the very bridge of his nose.

	 “Nothing, Dad, just talking to my friends” she replied.

	 “Hello, I am Dr. Jonathan. Pleasure to meet you young boys” Dr. Jonathan said amiably, extending his hand towards Linex. 

	 “Dad…” Lysie started feeling rather embarrassed.

	 “Hello, my name is Linex and this is my best friend Joe. We came here because we need to bring Lysie to ahh…” Linex trailed off, looking at Lysie who was making some awkward gestures to him. “–Play basketball in an indoor court”

	 “Yeah…! We need her because we are the greatest trio of basketball” Joe added.

	 “Well right now, we have a family dinner but I’m not sure…” Dr. Jonathan started. 

	 “Please!” the boys chorused.

	 “Do you want to go?” he addressed Lysie, looking at her cautiously. 

	 “Sure dad” Lysie replied.

	 “Very well, but first one of you must defeat me in ping-pong” Dr. Jonathan grinned.

	 “WHAT!” they all exclaimed.

	 “We don’t have time but… it’s on” Linex agreed as they entered Lysie’s house to get things started to the challenge of ping-pong. Who would likely be a winner?

	 


CHAPTER 11

	A PING-PONG COMBAT

	 

	After the conversation between Linex with Dr. Jonathan had ended, they decided to have a ping-pong challenge.

	  Time was going fast and Markson was still making the plan in the laboratory, and at that same moment; Sensei Aiden was still imprisoned.

	  “You seriously going to make us play ping-pong? Joe, do you know how to play?” Linex asked glancing at his friend.

	   Joe nodded his head in affirmation. “Of course I do, who in the world can’t play ping-pong?”

	 “I totally can feel the opposite of that sentence” Lysie rolled her eyes.

	  “Oh yeah right, sure I know how to play, pretty easy I’ll show you”

	Joe gets the ping-pong racket and gets the ball and tosses it up. “Here I go!”. He declared, swiping his racket but actually missing the ball. It was rather embarrassing.

	 “You actually don’t know how embarrassing, well at least I’m not the one with just brute strength only” Linex teased.

	“Oh shut up Linex” Joe muttered; his face was quite flushed. This made Linex chuckle really hard.

	Meanwhile, Dr. Jonathan had gotten his special racket and was looking quite prepared for the game. “Well I’m ready to begin the challenge. First of all, if one of you beat me three times, you can take Lysie to play basketball”

	 “Alright and if you win, she will stay right?” Joe asked.

	 “that’s correct” he winked at Joe.

	 “You better be careful, or he will beat you horribly, he is an expert in this game” Lysie whispered to the boys as they planned together on how to take on her father.

	 “It will be fine, I know how to play this game" Linex said, his fingers wrapped around his racket.

	 “You sure? I hope so, because if you don’t then I will punch you for making fun of me” Joe arched up a brow.

	 “Of course I do, I’m not going to tell lies like you do” Linex chuckled again.

	“Oh shut up and get this over with” Joe shot back.

	 “Guys stop arguing, I will play too if you want to switch alright?” Lysie said picking up one of the rackets in the court.

	“Sure” the boys agreed and stood at right side of the net watching Dr. Jonathan.

	 “We are ready”. They got their rackets and the challenge was about to start. Linex was the first to face Dr. Jonathan. Although, Linex was nervous and perspiring profusely, he was quite prepared anyway. Dr. Jonathan tossed the ball high and the slow motion started to get in, Linex calmed himself down and waited for the service. Dr. Jonathan hit the ball and Linex counter it. 

	The game started, Lysie and Joe were very nervous watching the game and even though Linex was getting good plays, Dr. Jonathan was having the advantage. 

	“You are really good, but I think it’s not enough to beat me” Dr. Jonathan complimented after the first round. Which he won soundly.

	  “I’ll try my best” Linex insisted as they started off the next round.

	While they were playing, Markson was still in the laboratory planning and looking at some chemicals to make an experiment.

	He finally makes some headway and gets the final product which he injects into his body. It almost drove him crazy but the effect soon subsided.

	He sighed. “At least I can live longer. Computer where is the machine I’ve always wanted to use?”

	 “It’s safe in a room, Doctor” an electronic voice replied.

	 “Bring it” Markson instructed.

	  “Understood, on the process” the computer affirmed. Slowly, the compact latch opened, and a machine came forth.

	  “Hello baby” Markson whispered under his breath, his heart thudding loudly. 

	 “Doctor if you are leaving who can take charge of the creatures?” the computer asked.

	  “Freeze them and keep them in a safe place” Markson said.

	 “Processing” the computer confirmed freezing the alien creatures and keeping them safe.

	  “Perfect” Markson grunted with delight.

	***

	Far away from earth, in a place pervaded by gloom and darkness, with the bodies of unknown creatures and people piled up. Stood a dark figure clad in a cloak.

	 “the order from the king must be accomplished so I have to kill them including the one I felt with rage in the nearest solar system… and the pain you all left in me will be returned”

	A streak of blue fire flared around this figure and he disappeared.

	***

	Linex hit the ball back, the challenge was still on.

	Dr. Jonathan found an opening and smashed downwards. “Got you!” he was quite excited.

	  “Dang it I’ve got careless!” Linex groaned at his loss.

	 “Pfff… weak” Joe sniggered, earning him a glare from Linex.

	 “It’s ok, you two always fight… can you just take a break please? Anyways, I think I can probably beat him since I see him play all the time” Lysie stepped forward.

	  “So, it’s your turn huh, my princess? Let’s get ready” Dr. Jonathan smiled.

	 “I going to beat you dad since I know your tricks” Lysie replied with defiance.

	“Not all of them” her father said still smiling.

	“Wait what?” 

	 “You think I will be a fool and play the same games you’ve seen so far?” her father furthered.

	 “This is bad” Linex commented watching the exchange between father and daughter.

	 “Yeah I can see that” Joe agreed.

	  “Come on, I know I can do it" Lysie insisted. She steadied herself and waited for the service.

	Dr. Jonathan tossed the ball and struck it with all his might. The game started and Lysie returned the service accurately. She knew she had to stay focused.

	 “What is this trick? Dad doesn’t play like this to anyone” wonder crept into her mind.

	 “Is it that hard to beat me? Or is it that you’re just no challenge for me?” Dr. Jonathan gloated returning a backhand stroke.

	This only geared her up, and she continued returning each service accurately.

	 “I guess this game is getting interesting” Dr. Jonathan noted.

	Linex was looking at the game and he got lost in the game studying it. “I can see what he is doing but I haven’t seen those tricks before, but I think I’m getting the hang of it”. 

	Either by luck or chance, Lysie finally managed to win the first round. Then, after few minutes she wins the second round.

	“Wow, good going, just one more to go… but it’s not going to happen again” Dr. Jonathan said with a sudden note of seriousness in his voice.

	This round was even more intense than the last and Lysie was losing most of the serves.

	“Lysie go to your left while he is in his right I think I’ve now know his tricks” Linex yelled to her.

	Lysie got off guard and created an opening.

	 “I’ve got you now, say game over!” Dr. Jonathan struck at the ball really hard that she couldn’t react in time.

	“What have you done Linex!” Lysie snapped at Linex angrily.

	 “Way to go Linex” Joe added with a bit of sarcasm.

	  “I’m so sorry Lysie, I’ve just warned you about the tricks” he apologized earnestly.

	 “It’s your last opportunity” Dr. Jonathan said winking at Linex. “Well Linex, this is your last hope to go play basketball with her”

	  “What do you need to beat him?” Urilion's voice rang through his head.

	 “I need something more than just focusing, is there something you have to beat him?” Linex asked.

	 “Yes, but it’s too early for you to use it, it’s the dragon reactor” Urilion informed him.

	 “What does it actually do?”

	  “It can help you react faster and have some power boost on your strength, speed and attacks… but I don’t recommend that since you don’t have enough control to your anger” the dragon warned.

	  “Just this once, if something goes off Joe can help out” Linex replied.

	 “Well that’s your decision but let’s do it” Urilion agreed releasing his powers, and dragon reactor mode was activated were Linex became a little malevolent because of the uncontrollable power. Although, this is a detail that no one notices at first.

	   “I’m ready Mr. Linex” Dr. Jonathan announced.

	 “Je, je, je. Go on” Linex said in a deep voice that startled both Joe and Lysie.

	Dr. Jonathan tossed the ball up and struck it, right after he got in his position Linex hit the ball really hard making him release a little of his flames from his arms, even though Dr. Jonathan didn’t see it, he's quite surprised about the speed at which he hit the ball.

	“Was that all you got?” Linex asked.

	The doctor was starting to panic, and it was time for Linex's serve. “Say goodbye to this game papá”

	Linex threw the ball up and struck it with brute force, releasing his aura around him and Dr. Jonathan got the last losing strike. 

	Unable to control the dragon reactor for much longer, Linex shouted to Lysie.

	  “Lysie take this and shoot me and your father!”

	 “What no!” Lysie cried back.

	Joe soon realized that the gun was just like a taser his father used. He reached out and snatched the gun from Lysie and shot both Linex and Dr. Jonathan. They both crumpled to the floor, quite unconscious.

	“What have you done!” Lysie screamed at Joe hysterically.

	“They are fine, they are just unconscious for 5 minutes now quick take your father to his bed or the bathroom… whatever place and I’ll take Linex with me we will be waiting for you outside alright!” Joe instructed.

	  “Ok then” Lysie agreed reluctantly.

	The game was over and Linex won, after the five minutes of unconsciousness Linex woke up.

	They were on the move, as far as he could tell, and Joe was carrying him. 

	 “What…” He muttered still caught up in the haze of sleep.

	  “So, the sleepy head woke up” Joe commented.

	 “I’m sorry I’ve went in a rampage Lysie” Linex mumbled feeling guilty.

	“It’s alright, as long as dad is fine I’m ok” she responded.

	 “We have to keep going who knows if some of those smoke things comes out at this time” Joe advised.

	They all agreed and headed back to Markson's house.

	***

	Sensei Aiden was taken out of his box for some questions and Commander Alderson makes a cut-throat gesture at him.

	 “I hope these kids are alright… I have to make my escape soon” the old man grinned, he had a plan.

	 


CHAPTER 12

	A NEW TEAM

	 

	By the time Linex, Joe and Lysie got to Markson’s house, it was already way past midnight. They proceeded to change their clothes and headed down to the laboratory.

	 “I’m so tired and we have to be awake at this hour?” Lysie yawned, her eyes were already heavy, and she was feeling quite weary. 

	 “Of course, but dad needs us for something important” Joe soothed; they were standing in front of a hatch which opened with a clink, allowing them to enter.   

	 “Exactly, as long as we get things ready we will have everything back to normal” Linex also added hastily.

	 “Oh well, and where is the hatch to enter the laboratory?” Lysie asked.

	Linex pointed at the hatch. “Over there” 

	  “Good” Lysie nodded in agreement. They approached the hatch slowly.

	 “Just don’t enter before we get…” Linex trailed off.

	 “This is cool!” Lysie announced getting into the hatch which opened with another clink and closed immediately she was in. 

	 “My God…” Linex grunted. 

	 “Just finished up, come on let’s get over there” Joe announced, fixing himself up. He glanced at Linex waiting for him eagerly. 

	 “I’m done!” Linex declared, after some minutes, they all slid down to the laboratory.

	 “Linex you finally arrived” Markson announced cheerfully. He was still seated at the other side of the table. 

	 “Yes doctor, so do you have done the plan?” Linex asked. 

	 “Absolutely! Come over here” Markson replied showing the board with many details on how to save Sensei Aiden. “With you two on our side we can be capable of saving him”.

	 “Are you serious? You made me come all this way just to get the old man back?” Joe asked rather irritated.

	Linex grabbed Joe by the shirt very mad. “Listen Joe I may be your best friend, but he is my teacher. Second, he is more than just a teacher he was here to protect us all from monsters. Third, I need to know more about my power, so stay here and hear the plan”

	 “Guys please stop; this is not how you should act” Lysie came in between them and pulled them apart from each other. 

	Linex sighed and let Joe off.

	  “Kids these days… well the plan might be risky but it’s the best I can get” Markson commented shaking his head.

	 “Well… say it” they both chorused at the same time, this made them gawk at each other seeing that they had made same statement at the same time.

	 “We need Joe to get on the top of the tallest building of the military, Lysie you will get inside the military in disguise” Markson explained.

	 “How…?” Lysie chimed in, her eyes wide open with curiosity. 

	 “I have some clothes of the military scientist, it’s old but it’s very useful for you and I have to take a photo of you to make a license and do it exactly like the ones from this era and Linex…” Markson paused to regard him.

	“But wait… I’m just a kid how will they let me in?”. Lysie asked interrupting Markson.

	“Oh… I don’t know, perhaps you’re right… very well I will try to find people who can help us in our mission”

	“People like who?” Linex asked rather confused.

	“Just let me think this will ya!!” Markson got irritated and got back to Linex’s mission.

	“Linex…” Markson said looking at him.

	 “Yeah…?” Linex looked up with enthusiasm. 

	 “You and I will be the brute forces; we will be waiting for the signal through Lysie while we are in the skies…” Markson added.

	 “You mean we will be getting a helicopter?”

	 “Not actually a helicopter, but it flies” Markson replied pointing to the war machine that he had been working on. 

	 “It’s big” Linex gasped looking at the combat machine in awe. 

	 “I know, and it has guns in his hands, flamethrowers and programmed to have combat skills. Nevertheless, Lysie I have a costume for you since you don’t have any powers like me” Markson said addressing Lysie.

	  “Alright then” Lysie said half-excited. At least, she wasn’t going to be left out from the fun.  

	Markson proceeded to show her the suit and Lysie squealed over it. “Oh my God, I love it!” she was soon all over the suit, checking out its features. 

	 “You should learn how to handle the skating before starting our mission” Markson advised.

	 “Then give it to me and I’ll practice” Lysie demanded, and Markson readily handed it over to her. 

	 “Make sure not to fly nor shoot at something” he added as an afterthought. “That suit has cool weapons, cool and dangerous” he made emphasis on the word.

	  “Is that all?” Linex furthered, he was starting to get really anxious. 

	 “I still need more information of the military, I’m hacking yet they still haven’t discovered me” Markson informed them, his fingers moved fast on the computer.

	   “How long will it take?” Linex asked.

	 “About 5 to 8 days”

	 “WHAT!” he stared at Markson in utter disbelief, a shocked expression on his face. 

	  “Linex calm down, the military won’t kill him quickly” Joe postulated calmly.

	 “Yeah just have faith, ok?” Lysie added.

	 “Alright…” Linex muttered with reluctance, there was no way he could rest with his teacher still in danger, but he still kept his hopes up.

	  “Well then, that is all. You can go now” Markson replied dismissing them.

	Everyone proceeded to leave the room, but Markson beckoned to them again. “Wait, before you leave…” They all gaped at him. “Let’s put a name to this team”

	 “I don’t know” Joe shrugged.

	 “Me neither” Lysie said looking confused.

	  “What about… Team Magna…?” Linex suggested.

	 “Doesn’t sound bad” Lysie agreed, nodding her head in agreement.  

	 “Yeah I guess it’s ok” Joe chipped in.

	 “Alright thank you! Now you can leave and have a good night sleep” Markson dismissed them. 

	 “Thank you Doc” they trooped out of the lab and headed to the pipes which conveyed them back to the main house.

	Linex headed back home. The house seemed empty as he opened the door which was still surprisingly unlocked. He was just at the foot of the stairs when the light turned on.

	There sat his mother, looking at him gravely. “Uh… Hi mom…” his voice sounded dry, almost like a whisper.

	 “I’ve just wanted to know what is happening, why all of the sudden you leave? Tell me what is going on?” Jennica pleaded; he could almost tell that she had been crying. 

	 “Mom I think I have to go… we have been all target by the militaries, and I can’t stay in here because they can hurt you too” Linex explained, he was quite sad the situation could not be helped.

	His mother only broke down in tears, “Please I need you… you’re the only person I love the most”

	 “Mom… I’m sorry but it’s for your protection they probably think I’m not a human, you must understand that I don’t want you to be captured too, so please… I’ll be alright I can defend myself now, with this power I can get through trouble on my own” Linex replied moving closer to her. 

	 “But you’re just sixteen… how… maybe I been to overprotective alright… if you have friends by your side then I guess it will be no problem, just when things are over please come back ok?” Jennica walked to him and embraced him.

	“Of course mom, a promise is a promise and I will surely come back safely”. Linex promised, smiling at his mother.

	 “Have you ever wanted to hear why your…”. 

	There was a loud knock at the door cutting Linex and his mother’s conversation.

	They stared at the door in fear, Linex gestured to his mom and she nodded in affirmation as she moved towards the door slowly and opened it.

	It was Stephen, their next-door neighbor. “Is Linex around here?” he asked. Stephen was a little boy, handsome and with freckles.

	 “Stephen why are you up this late? Linex is here but he can’t talk right now, he…” Jennica started only to be interrupted by Linex.

	“Wait! Stephen you know a lot about computing, Right…?” Linex emerged at the door, looking at him eagerly. 

	 “Well yeah, why do you ask?” Stephen asked confused.

	 “Long story short I’m been chased by the military and I need your help now” Linex sighed. “Can you help me?” 

	  “Wow, well ok then I can help you I mean if I will be in a safe place then yes” Stephen agreed.

	 “Thank you! Now I need to find a place where we can hide, so that we can rescue a friend from the military” Linex furthered, to be rather honest – he had expected Stephen to freak out. But the latter was taking it rather calmly.

	 “How can you help them if it’s too dangerous?” Stephen gaped at him in astonishment.

	 “I have fire powers, a crazy doctor with some strong machines, Joe and Lysie with combat skills” Linex revealed.

	“Ok then?” Stephen nodded doubtfully. “Wait… Lysie is in this too?”

	“Yeah she is” Then Linex proceeded to generate a fair amount of fire energy in his hand, showing it to Stephen who was looking at it now in fascination, he asked. “Believe me now?”

	 “Wow…THAT’S SO COOL!” he exclaimed.

	 “Right!!” 

	  “Well then I can help you, but the place won’t be a hiding spot for long. It would be a problem for you if you get caught by surprise, so be aware about it, okay?” Stephen informed him sitting at the computer.

	Linex only nodded. 

	Stephen started to use the computer and after five minutes of searching around Densville, found a place that could serve as a good hiding spot. “Ok got it! The hiding spot is twenty minutes away from here. It is basically an abandoned building that it still has sufficient energy to use the computers to get access to the military base, got that?”

	 “I just wanted to find a good spot because who knows if my best friend’s father loses his laboratory because of them” Linex said.

	 “Oh ok. I understand, anyways if you ever need something contact me alright” Stephen said standing up from the computer.

	 “Thank you Steph, I owe you one” Linex said quite grateful.

	 “No need” Stephen replied. 

	 “Linex I got to clothes, food and your stuff ready in the bag if you have to go in some point” Jennica announced.

	 “Mom it’s not now but thank you so much…” Linex kissed her on the cheek.

	Urilion popped out of Linex’s chest as a ball of fire and floated right in front of them. “I’ll be out for tonight if something bad happens” the dragon stated.

	 “Alright Dray” Linex nodded in affirmation.

	 “What is that?” Stephen and Jennica gaped at the dragon curiously.

	“Oh… mom I haven’t told you, but this is my pet dragon” Linex smiled, winking at Urilion. 

	The dragon only frowned and breathed a ball of fire from its nostrils. “I’m no one’s pet, if you say it again I will crush you”

	  “What? Mad now?” he teased.

	 “Linex enough of your ridiculousness” the dragon puffed up another ball of flame which formed a circle and vanished in the air. 

	 “Anyways I’m about to leave, See you tomorrow, Good night!” Stephen announced taking his leave. The door closed with a soft click.

	  “Good night” Linex called after him.

	 “I’m so worried Linex, I…” Jennica sobbed, her chest heaved up and down with heavy breathing.

	 “Mom I’ll be alright, believe me ok?” Linex said trying to convince her, he proceeded to hug her, but she only broke down again in tears.

	 “I’m going to miss you when the time comes” Jennica shook her head defiantly; tears cascaded her cheeks.

	 “I know mom, I’ll miss you more, I’m really sorry I went into trouble...” Linex replied kissing her on her forehead.

	“it’s ok… you always go in trouble”. Jennica replied and they laughed.

	“Ha-ha I know… I’m heading to bed, few I’m so tired”. Linex yawned going up stairs to get a good night rest.

	Everything went calm and Linex went to bed. 

	Dray stood at the window side and kept watch. While Jennica sat in her bed back in her room staring at an old photograph, she was sobbing silently. “Oh… you left so soon and now Linex is about to leave too… I hope you are fine out there”

	   “You know… there was something familiar to Sensei Aiden, did you had that feeling too when you discovered his powers?” Urilion asked.

	 “I guess I did but he is different than me, right?” Linex asked.

	 “I don’t know, but I felt a power, similar to ours inside of him like we are the same person” Urilion replied.

	 “Well maybe is just that we share similarities, but we are totally different we are not even family to begin with” Linex trailed off.

	Urilion nodded in agreement. “Perhaps you’re right… forget about it then, have a good night Linex”

	 “You too Dray” Linex replied. Sleep soon enveloped him and he was soon plunged into a dream-world filled with monsters and heroes. 

	 


CHAPTER 13

	I WILL BE ALRIGHT

	 

	The very next day, Linex woke up at quite early. Urilion had kept watch over him all through the night. The dragon glanced at him, releasing wisps of smoke from its mouth.

	Linex yawned and stretched himself out. “Hey Dray, you alright?” he asked.

	  “Yes, how was your sleep?” the dragon asked. 

	  “Pretty good, but I’m so tired now since I slept late” Linex replied, he examined Urilion and noted with some discomfit that the dragon was equally quite tired. “Dray you can sleep too; you shouldn’t stay awake all night because of what we got through” 

	 “It’s alright, Linex, there is no problem to it” the dragon insisted.

	Linex got out from bed and moved closer to Dray, they both stared out the window in his room, watching the street below.

	 “You know…I wish I could see new things outside of my hometown” Linex noted.

	 “What is so special about it?”

	 “Well I just want to discover new things that’s all and enjoy my life on new adventures and now I feel like I want to become a good fighter” 

	The dragon caught a glimpse of Linex’s face and nodded its head in understanding. “I guess I get your point, to become a fighter takes a lot of training”

	 “Yeah and I would be very grateful about it” Linex added, just at the windowsill – a black crow settled there and hopped about for a while before taking flight again.

	Urilion smiled. “Oh well, I think I’ll rest now, gotta get inside the temple”

	 “Alright, rest well buddy” Linex replied. Closed his eyes and Urilion once more transformed and entered into his body.

	 “Thanks” the dragon whispered disappearing into the confines of Linex’s body.

	Linex headed downstairs, the sun was almost up, and rays of sunlight filtered through the open blinds just after the last flight of stairs. “Hi, mom” he greeted, taking his place at the table. 

	  “Good morning Linex, how you’re doing?” Jennica asked, her eyes were still quite swollen, she had been crying all night.

	 “Good, what about you?” he moved closer to her.

	 “Well a bit tired but I’m alright” his mother replied, she only looked away from him, not wanting to look at his face.

	 “Mom…” Linex started, but at that same moment – the phone rang. He strode towards it and picked it up.

	  “Hello?” he said in almost a whisper. 

	 “Linex, what are you doing?” it was Lysie. She sounded a bit excited.

	   “Nothing, why…?” Linex probed. 

	 “I’m coming to your house” she replied. 

	 “Ok then, I’ll be waiting” Linex said, he had wanted to say more but decided against it.   

	  “ok then, I’ll be there soon” she replied. There was a soft click and the dial tone resounded like a steady beep. She had hanged up. 

	Linex dropped the phone, turned around to find his mother standing right behind him. She seemed troubled, like she wanted to talk to him about something. The silence was awkward – and when she had finally summoned enough courage. She said. “I want to talk about your father”

	 “Really? what is it?” he asked suddenly very anxious. Over the years, she had never talked about his father – it was a subject that she avoided like a plague.

	 “Well to tell you the truth… he actually ran away in a late night” she had a distant look in her eyes, like she was lost in some kind of trance.

	  “So… I don’t understand why he would do that?” Linex asked quite surprised.

	“I don’t know, he never told me, he just got up from the bed and the next morning he was gone” Jennica muttered. 

	This revelation only angered Linex but he tried not to show it. There was basically no need to actually get his mother more worried than she already was. He also not failed to notice the dark circles under eyes. “Mom don’t worry, I’ll do the breakfast…”

	“It’s alright Linex… maybe there has to be reason why he left” she placed a hand on his shoulder, Linex glanced at her. She was definitely tired. 

	 “Mom…” he pleaded. “Just let me”

	Jennica looked at Linex; “You look just like your father” looking at him make her want to see her husband again. 

	“I’m not him, he left us behind, and I wouldn’t never do that… please mom sit down and look some television while I finish the breakfast, alright?” he urged until she finally agreed.

	After a while Lysie arrived and found Linex in the kitchen finishing breakfast. “Hey Linex” she said making her way through the living room into the kitchen. 

	 “Hey Lysie, I wanted to talk to you about a secret place where the Team Magna can be comfort on doing the work we need to save Aiden” Linex informed her.

	 “Seriously; and where is the place?” Lysie asked, rather curious. 

	 “I need to contact my neighbor he knows it and he is probably doing the road for us since we cannot be discovered by cameras around the city” Linex furthered. Breakfast was served, and Linex invited Lysie to join him.

	 “So, how you’re doing?” Lysie asked, looking at him with concern.

	 “I’m good for now, what about you?” Linex replied.

	 “I’m fine; my dad was up all night, dreaming that he lost a ping pong match to us” Lysie smiled at that. “You should have seen him; he was all so flustered” 

	They laughed at that for a while. Jennica’s voice floated down towards them. “Linex, you gotta see this”

	  “Huh? What is it mom?” Linex asked trudging up the stairs alongside Lysie; he could hear the muffled sounds coming from the television.

	 “Just get here quick…” his mother repeated. They were soon in the upper room, watching the television as the news anchor reeled out the breaking news: “A rampage as happened around the city with two weird looking monsters and a lot of smoke was around the area. While there was old man with some fire around him and few teenagers, according to the information, one of them was badly injured, and the rest were defending him. 

	And after that, the monsters entered a supposed portal and got away while everyone else ran off, and according to the military bases we got information that the old man was captured and put to test. We don’t know what’s going to happen, but we surely know that he is a threat to all of us”.

	 “Dang it…” Linex groaned, kicking at the wall.

	  “Oh no... this could mean that if we show up outside the social media will be targeting us” Lysie said in dismay.

	  “No doubt on that” Linex agreed, he was going to end this once and for all.

	 “Linex…” Jennica whispered.

	“Mom…” he answered turning on his fire powers to max. “I’ll be alright trust me”

	 “I believe in you, I know you will come back safe” Jennica said nodding her head, her eyes glistening with tears.

	 “I will, love you mom and see you soon!” Linex assured her. He and Lysie bounded out of the living room and headed downstairs.

	“Linex call your neighbor, we need him quickly” Lysie advised.

	 “Right” Linex agreed.

	Linex picked out his cell and dialed up Stephen. After a few rings, Stephen's voice came on clearly.

	  “Stephen are you at home?” Linex asked.

	 “Sure, what is it?” Stephen sounded quite frightened.

	 “Did you see the news?" Linex furthered.

	 “Yeah I’ve saw it, and I’ve been looking through the internet and the social medias are going crazy with it, including the last time where the huge monster appeared in the city and saw you in there too, they think that you are a monster too” Stephen affirmed.

	  “No way I just protected them from that creature… Stephen get here quick please” Linex said, he was starting to get really desperate.

	  "I’m on my way Linex” he replied. And with that; the call ended.

	“He is on his way; I should contact Joe and Markson” Linex informed Lysie.

	  “Yeah good idea, we need them now” Lysie said in agreement.

	  “What is it, noobie?" Joe asked, Linex could hear the clink of an aluminum baseball bat; Joe was probably at a game.

	  “Joe we need you now quickly” Linex blurted out hastily.

	 “Why?” 

	  “Haven’t you heard the news!?!” Lysie interrupted grabbing the phone from Linex.

	  “I don’t look at stupid series” Joe grumbled.

	Lysie snapped. “Is the news not series… just get here with Markson, and don’t get caught by the social media”

	 “Fine, on my way” Joe agreed.

	“Well at least they are getting here I hope he understood the part of coming without getting caught by the social media” Linex sighed ending the call.

	  “Yeah, I guess” Lysie agreed.

	Jennica got up and glanced at Linex courageously. “Linex get everything, you need to go” she said.

	 “Mom… right!” Linex got out his bags and his jacket and he proceeded to wear it.  

	“I need a jacket too” Lysie whined, eyeing Linex's leather jacket.

	 “Don’t worry, I have a few here if you need” Jennica chipped in smiling. 

	 “Thanks” Lysie squealed happily.

	“Oh forgot to tell you my name is Jennica and is a pleasure to meet you uhhh” Jennica said introducing herself officially.

	 “Lysie and it’s a pleasure too” Lysie said still smiling.

	 “So tell me are you Linex’s girlfriend or something?" Jennica furthered.

	  "Mom!” Linex groaned.

	  “Uh no, I’m just his friend” Lysie winked at Linex.

	“Yes! Yes…” Linex agreed.

	Stephen knocked the door and Lysie quickly opened it.

	  “Hey, Linex” Stephen waved. He was standing at the entrance of the room.

	 “What's up? Steve” Linex said.

	 “No time for happy moments, we need all the information of the place quickly” Lysie urged.

	 “Sure” Stephen replied sitting at the PC.

	Two people showed up at the door covered up and Linex unleashed his powers for protection. 

	 “Who are you?” He asked cautiously.

	 “Hey, Hey, Hey. It’s us” Markson said soothingly.

	 “How could you not recognize us? Noob” Joe chided him.

	 “I’m just nervous with all of this” Linex grunted shaking his head.

	  “I can see that” Joe muttered.

	 “Ok then, I’ve got the road for you guys to get hiding spot, there is a part where is going to be risky because in these days there is a festival occurring in the streets and it would be difficult, but I know you guys can go through” Stephen announced, his fingers moving rapidly on the keyboard.

	 “Let me get the information in my watch” Markson said taking a picture of the screen with his watch. “Perfect, all is set”. 

	 “We still have Markson secret laboratory, if we just stay there…” Linex suggested.

	 “It won’t hold for long until the military discover the pipes” Joe pointed out.

	“You're right” Linex agreed.

	 “Very well, you guys have all prepared are you ready to get over there?” Stephen asked. 

	 “Yes we are” They all chorused.

	“I’ll be guiding you guys if it’s necessary” Stephen informed them.

	“Alright then, welcome to the team then Stephen” Linex said.

	 “Thanks, and what is the name?” Stephen asked.

	 “Team Magna” Lysie chipped in.

	 “Good name for a team with only four people” Stephen commented.

	 “We are just getting started with it” Linex grunted.

	 “Ah got it”

	 “Ok then pack up everything!” Linex instructed. "Let's get ready to roll"

	 “Linex…” his mother called to him.

	 “Mom…” she hugged him so tight, he could almost feel his ribs crack.

	 “Please be ok out there” his mother said kissing him on the cheek.

	  “ouch ha-ha… I will mom, thanks for everything and for believing in me. I’ll be back I promise” Linex replied handing her his necklace.

	  “Here for you… too...” she replied also giving him a bracelet.

	 “What is this for? It’s strange” Linex regarded the bracelet.

	 “Whenever you are in trouble use it, your father gave it to me if something happened, but for now I haven’t been in trouble so please take it, maybe it can be useful for you” his mother explained.

	 “Ok then, thank you mom… Love you” Linex nodded wearing the bracelet.

	  “Ok then let’s go” Linex said.

	Team Magna headed out of the house towards the hidden building.

	***

	In another planet; not too far off from “Earth”. An unknown figure shrouded in dark amour kneels before someone.

	“My lady…” came a salient whisper. “What is it you seek?” was the reply.

	  “When will I get to fight them again” there was impatience in his voice. "I want to confront them again"

	 “Now is not the time, let it be and get more Smokelings" 

	 “Ok my lady, pardon for my impatience” the figure apologized.

	“Let them have their fun for now, soon, my body will be perfect…” this was inadvertently followed by a loud cackle.

	 

	


CHAPTER 14

	A SOCIAL TROUBLE

	 

	As soon as they got out of Linex’s house, everything started going downhill. They were already halfway across the main street and headed for the narrow intersection. Most of the mini-marts, gas stations, and shops were almost empty and deserted.

	Stephen stopped suddenly. He had this apprehensive look which made the others stop.

	 “What is wrong Steph?” Linex asked with concern.

	 “Come on, hurry and get moving” Joe urged.

	 “We need to go down the sewers” Stephen said pointing down at the tunnel which was barely covered at the other side of the street. It was section of the street that had been destroyed during the last fight between the smoke monster and Linex and Sensei Aiden. It was that very route that led to the sewers.

	 “What! Oh no, no, no, no!” Lysie protested.

	“Lower your voice Lysie and besides it would be better if we don’t want to get caught by the cops around the city, going underground is the best option for me” Linex scolded her.

	 “But I don’t want to!” Lysie groaned. "THERE COULD BE RATS DOWN THERE!" she added quite scared. The thought of those scuttering hairy animals creeped her out.

	 “What’s with girls who are so afraid of going to the sewers is like if we find some creepy clown down there” Joe shook his head and picked her up. She climbed onto his back.

	“Don’t make things worse, Joe” Linex said.

	  “Shut it Linex, she has to be forced to get rid of that fear” Joe shot back.

	 “What are you going to do Joe?” Linex asked regarding his friend.

	Joe didn't reply but said. “No girls allowed in the street!” and proceeded to drop Lysie just at the entrance of the sewer.

	She uttered a shrill scream.

	 “Why Joe?” Linex asked trying to catch Lysie and he stared at him with a poker face. 

	 “What? Now she is fearless because of me” Joe replied chuckling.

	Markson grabbed both Joe and Linex by their shirts. “Come on, let’s go” he hissed. "We're wasting time"

	 “Hey! Wait for me!” Stephen shouted after them.

	They moved ahead through the sewers, which stank of mold, stagnant water and dead rats.

	 “By the way where is Lysie? She supposed to be here by now, right?” Joe asked peering around in curiosity.

	“She is probably way ahead” Stephen offered.

	 “I totally agree with him, if she was scared I can imagine her running for her life to get out of this place” Markson nodded.

	  “Urgh. LYSIE!” Joe croaked, wishing he had not dropped her into the sewer.

	 “You scared her away what can you expect? Is like you think you’re a professional psychologist” Linex said with disinterest.

	“Oh shut up Linex I was just trying to help” Joe rolled his eyes.

	“Well that surely was indeed helpful of you” Linex added sarcastically.

	A scream came sharply, piercing through the dark sewer.

	 “What the…?" They all stood transfixed.

	 “Run!” came the voice of Lysie. She was being pursued by hundreds of red eyed bugs flying after her.

	 “Oh no!” Linex turned and bolted.

	 “Lysie are you kidding me?” Joe gasped joining him, alongside Markson and Stephen.

	“Markson do you have something useful, so that we can go faster!” Linex shouted as they bounded through the sewers.

	 “Yes I have three hoverboards, powered by hydronium” Markson declared. He proceeded to open his bag and handed out the skateboards.

	 “Perfect! Give me one” Joe grabber the skateboard and rides on it. “Lysie hop on quickly!”

	  “Why with you? Jerk!” she refused still running and panting heavily.

	Joe ignored her and grabbed her hand, pulling her on to the board and they move forward. 

	“Linex take it quick!” Markson threw the board at Linex.

	   “Alright got it!” Linex said mounting the board.

	Markson jumped high and threw the skateboard and moved forward. 

	 “Stephen quickly grab my hand!” Linex stretched his hand towards him.

	 “I can’t go faster!” Stephen cried still panting hard. The bugs were getting closer.

	 “Come on!” Linex screamed. “Stephen at the count of three, slide down quick!”

	 “Got it!” Stephen affirmed.

	Linex boosted the board and charges a super fire beam. “Play with this” Linex blasted the fire beam, obliterating the bug and grabbed Stephen at the same time.

	“You should do some cardio Stephen” Linex commented.

	Stephen only laughed. “Knock it off”

	They finally reached the other side of the tunnel and Linex could make out while Markson, Joe and Lysie were waiting for them.

	“Hey!” Markson shouted slowing down. “You made it, took you long enough to catch us”

	  “I know, just I couldn’t control the board very well and Stephen was going to be bug meal” Linex replied breathing hard.

	 “Yeah I thought for a moment that I was a goner” Stephen heaved a sigh.

	  “Both of us were going to be, but thanks to me we made it out ha-ha” Linex winked.

	 “True” Stephen nodded.

	  “Well then let’s get moving” Markson said. They headed towards the other side, which led to the exit. Linex glanced at Joe and found Lysie holding on to him, he felt a pang of jealousy.

	 “Have we got there yet?” Linex asked.

	 “Almost… the exit is right ahead for a few seconds” Stephen affirmed.

	 “Ok then, thanks Steph” he replied.

	Soon, they could make out light just at the end of the tunnel.

	 “We’re here prepare yourselves” Markson advised.

	“Alright” Joe replied.

	They got out of the sewers and they could see the festival going in the streets. 

	 “Well then Steph, are we closer?” Joe asked again, he was starting to get quite nervous.

	“Yes, we have to go through the festival now” Stephen replied checking the map readings.

	 “Ok then, I guess this won’t be that hard” Linex noted. They forged ahead.

	***

	While Linex and the others were going to the festival, Sensei Aiden was talking himself in his cage.

	 “I can sense they are coming to the military, If they break in the military they will be target to be the dangerous beings out there, if they stay they will be captured soon, it would be an end for them and if they escape they’ll probably have to leave the planet for sure” Aiden said.

	There was a knock on the door. And in, popped the Commander.

	 “How you’re doing?” Commander Alderson asked quite seriously.

	Aiden stayed silent. 

	“Very well then. You’re okay for what I can see, and I want you to know something about the teens” Commander Alderson furthered.

	Aiden looked up in shock.

	 “I have sent four hunters to hunt them down” Commander Alderson added with a grin on his face.

	  “NO!” Aiden screamed punching the wall. “How could you… you will pay for what you’ve done!”

	  “Who? Me? If you were the one who failed to be hidden from the society, and now you want to be forgiven? You got that wrong, my friend… plus you don’t belong in this world” the commander sneered.

	 “I’m not your friend, and even if I don’t belong into this world I gave my live to protect it” Sensei Aiden replied.

	“Nonetheless, who is that boy you protected?” Alderson asked.

	Aiden only remained silent again.

	 “Oh and just you know get yourself to be prepared, because what is coming for you is nothing easy” Commander Alderson said walking away.

	***

	  “You know this festival looks pretty great!” Linex commented as they made their way through the mammoth crowd.

	  “We don’t have time to have a good moment now” Lysie replied. Although, she had eyes on some necklaces that were on display in a nearby shop.

	“Exactly, and we need to find some masks, or we will be busted” Stephen added.

	 “Let me see… Oh there is a mask store!” Markson declared excitedly.

	“Why should I wear a mask for? If we are close already?” Joe asked.

	“It’s necessary, because the social media is going around the festival and if we get caught we might even appear on TV” Markson explained.

	“Well then go and buy it” Joe shrugged.

	 Stephen and Lysie went off to the store and while Joe, Markson and Linex waited.

	 “What is this feeling? I can’t move…” Linex wondered to himself.

	  “Linex! can you hear me?" Urilion asked.

	 “What is it Dray?” Linex asked.

	 “I feel someone is pursuing us” Urilion admonished.

	 “I don’t think it’s these people” Linex trailed off then suddenly, someone dressed in black glanced at Linex. Then as people passed, he disappeared.

	“We have to go” Linex said alerting Joe and Markson. Lysie and Stephen got out of the store. 

	 “Linex what happened? we got the masks now, let’s go” Lysie displayed the masks.

	 “Uh, oh well… ok then” Linex agreed.

	“Took you long enough” Joe chimed in.

	  “Shut it” Lysie snapped at him.

	 “Ok then, we are close now” Stephen informed the group, he was squinting hard at the map.

	 “What is it Linex?” Joe asked observing Linex who seemed quite restless. He had been looking around furtively.

	  “Oh! It’s nothing really, nothing to worry about!” Linex said.

	“Hmph, if you say so" Joe shrugged.

	Suddenly the figure who saw Team Magna got out a communicator. “I’ve found them” a voice said addressing the other two shrouded figures.

	“Very well done, tomorrow we will make our move so get prepared” the figures replied still watching Linex and his friends.

	 “Understood” the voice agreed.

	 “Soon everything will be over” the shrouded figure smiled, and they vanished.

	After a while, Linex and his friends arrived at the abandoned building.

	 “Alright we are here” Stephen announced.

	  “Finally” Lysie sighed with relief.

	“Ok then, now we have to prepare the computers to hack the military and find Aiden’s location” Markson instructed.

	 “I can help you on that” Stephen offered.

	  “Oh no, I mean you are too little for these beautiful and genius works” Markson replied dismissing him.

	“Well I can see you are underestimating me; I’ll show you when we start the work” Stephen said.

	  “Stop the arguing and let’s go in” Lysie scolded.

	 “Move it already I am starving” Joe groaned. Holding his belly in a mock imitation of a dying man.

	“We didn’t bring food Joe by the way" Linex teased.

	“You didn’t bring WHAT!” Joe slumped down and punched the wall.

	“I thought mom put something to eat but probably she forgot to” Linex replied disappointed.

	The mission to rescue Sensei Aiden was now in progress.

	 


CHAPTER 15

	AWKWARD PLACE

	 

	Team Magna arrived at the building by 5:00 p.m. and they began to look around to see where to put the computers, but first they needed to check if there was any power source.

	 “So you said that there is power in this building, are you sure?” Markson asked doubtfully.

	“Huh? Of course, I’m sure there is, don’t doubt my calculations” Stephen affirmed.

	  “Well let’s see” Markson responded taking out his big computer out of the little metal box that he had carried. Linex and the others were confused about that box. 

	“Uhh… how did you do that?” Linex gaped at the computer in astonishment.

	  “Scientific secrets my friend, well then let’s see if he is rig…” Markson winked at Linex.

	However, Stephen turned on the lights with his laptop. “Got it functioning!” he exclaimed quite excited.

	 “Who did you? Wait… you turned the lights on with that little trash!?” Markson glanced down at the laptop in shock.

	“It’s not trash, it's my laptop, can you be a little gentle with your words?” Stephen chided.

	  “Oh well forget it, at least everything is functioning. Ok now… we must continue with the placements of the machines” Markson dismissed the issue and settled down to work on his computer.

	 “What about us? What can we do?” Joe asked, feeling left out.

	 “Ok then, I need you three to go to the technology store because I need a special hard drive called H-B90, just in case I need additional information of the base” Markson instructed them.

	 “Ok then, let’s go” Lysie nodded her head in agreement.

	 “I’ll draw a map quickly so that you don’t get lost” Markson said taking out a pen.

	  “A’ight” Linex said.

	Markson started drawing the map in the desk, Linex was however still thinking about the shadow that he had seen back at the festival. 

	[image: Image]“Who could that person be? I wonder if the base ordered that figure to follow us, but I have to stay in guard” he thought to himself, shuddering uncontrollably.

	 “Linex what’s wrong? You’ve been like that since we got here is there something bothering you?” Lysie's voice broke through his train of thoughts.

	 “No, it’s nothing I was just thinking of all of this computer things going on now, I wish I could be like them he-he…” Linex replied, smiling nervously.

	Joe could sense that he had just lied and gave him one of those stares. But Linex ignored him.

	“Here you go, oh… and Lysie you’ll be in charge of these idiots” Markson noted.

	  “Thanks, now… let’s move boys” Lysie nodded, addressing Linex and Joe, both of them groaned at the prospect of that.

	 “Oh! And wait… take this watch” Markson handed a nice-looking digital watch.

	  “What is it for?” Lysie asked taking the watch and examining it curiously.

	 “It’s your battle uniform, just press the button and bam… you’re in your uniform” Markson winked at her.

	 “Wow thanks then, ok now move you idiots” Lysie directed.

	 “Don’t order me around” Joe blurted out angrily.

	 “I’m in charge now” Lysie insisted sticking out her tongue at Joe. "So when I say, scram. You run"

	 “Stop the fighting!” Linex chimed in.

	At that same moment, a shrouded figure was just atop the tallest building overlooking all the city. He was soon joined by two other companions. That stepped out of the shadows.

	“Have you found them?” the shrouded figure inquired.

	   “Not yet, we have lost sight of them after one of them saw us” the first shadow replied.

	  “Well then, we have to get a move and catch them before they continue killing our people” the shrouded figure pointed out.

	   “Understood we will be ready before we find a perfect spot to kill them” the second shadow agreed.

	Meanwhile, Linex and his friends were headed to the military base and Lysie was guiding the way with the awful drawing map made by Markson. 

	 “Couldn’t he draw a little better? I can’t even understand this” Lysie mumbled squinting her eyes in the dim light to make out the map.

	  “Let me do it, maybe I can since I’m his… wow this is really messed up” Joe shook his head, the map didn't look like a map, it seemed more like sketches or scribbles.

	  “Maybe I can since I’m his son”, Yeah right you can’t even understand his drawings” Lysie said mockingly.

	Linex glanced around and suddenly, he thought he could make out someone hiding behind the wall, he drew back quickly. “What the…? I must be seeing things now” he muttered to himself.

	Lysie and Joe were having another altercation when Urilion popped out with a blast of fire. The red dragon floated flapping its wings.

	 “You don’t know it really? is so simple” Urilion commented.

	 “Who is he?" Both Lysie and Joe chorused, looking at the dragon.

	“Oh, he is my guardian partner Dray” Linex informed them.

	  “OMG HE IS SO CUTE!” Lysie waved at the floating dragon.

	Urilion only upturned his nose. “Cute? Sorry but I don’t deal with girly things”

	 “Wait What!” Linex prevented Lysie from confronting the dragon, he could see that her face was quite red.

	 “He is sometimes very sincere, just the way he is" Linex informed her.

	 “Are you saying he is right?” her eyes were blazing with anger.

	  “What! No, no… I was just saying that…” Linex trailed off short of words.

	“Ha-ha! he said you’re saying she’s ugly” Joe whined, chuckling quite hard.

	This only earned Joe a smack on the forehead throwing him to the ground. “He will get his, but you are easy to smack, so you better shut your mouth this time” Lysie shouted.

	  “Alright!" Joe agreed running his head. "Yes, ma'am"

	Urilion looked around for a while and soon discovered a way to the store. “Ok now follow me” it said, using its tail as some sort of light to brighten their path.

	They found a path that was between two buildings, it was very dark to see. 

	 “Uhhh, are you sure this is the right path Dray?” Linex asked doubtfully.

	“Well this is where the map is taking us” the dragon replied.

	 “This is nonsense we should return and ask him to draw a better map” Lysie muttered shaking her head.

	 “No way I’m returning” Joe disagreed, moving ahead.

	 “I agree with Joe” Linex concurred, joining him as they cut through the path between the two buildings.

	 “But… argh, fine” Lysie shrugged giving up.

	 “So Lys, are you afraid of the dark too?” Joe asked teasingly.

	 “Nah I’m not, what about you?” Lysie furthered returning the question.

	  “No I’m not…” his voice sounded shaky, almost as if he was trying hard not to panic.

	 “Sure? You seem sweaty and all, is that really true?” it was her turn to tease him now.

	 “No! I’m going in” Joe grunted taking quick strides into the darkness. They moved into the darkness, after a while, Linex whispered to Lysie.

	 “Um the path is to long tho, should I provide some light in here with my power, right?” Linex suggested. Urilion's light was only a flicker compared to what he could generate.

	  “Not yet, I want to see Joe get scared" Lysie insisted.

	  “This is no time to get some revenge on him, we have to get the drive and get back to our place quickly” Linex pointed out. 

	  “It's just for a moment that’s all” Lysie assured him.

	Then a strange sound came; almost like the hooting of an owl and Joe cringed back in utmost terror.

	Linex and Lysie laughed hard at that.

	 “Stop laughing I didn’t get scared because of that, I’ve just got some malfunctioning in my legs” Joe lied.

	“Yeah right… got ya” Lysie dropped him a wink.

	Urilion had found the entrance. It was quite steep and low. “Linex!” the dragon called.

	“Huh? Wait a second” They ran to meet the dragon and found a hidden store between the buildings. 

	“Is this the store?” Lysie asked. 

	 “Seems so, Linex go in I’ll go into the temple” Urilion said. "I think I have done my bit"

	 “Thanks Dray, talk to you later” Linex replied and as usual, the dragon transformed and popped back into Linex's body.

	  “Alright then let’s go” Lysie urged.

	They gained entry into the store. 

	“Hello there, may I help you?” a thin old man wearing a baseball cap asked. He had to be the cashier.

	 “Yeah we came to find a hard drive called H-B90 do you have it?” Linex asked anxiously.

	 “I’m afraid there isn’t a hard drive like that” the cashier informed them, a look of shock on his face.

	 “Are you serious!?” Lysie exclaimed, wide-eyed with surprise.

	Joe reached over the desk and grabbed the cashier by the shirt. "Now, listen old man, if you don’t get me the hard drive I’ll punch you so hard you will have to leave this place quickly if you don’t want your boss to fire you”

	The cashier took a quick glimpse of Joe’s hands and saw that it was robotic. “Are you… Markson’s son?” he asked.

	Joe almost released him instantly. “… How do you know my father?”

	  “You idiot he probably already came here before” Lysie rolled her eyes. How stupid could Joe get.

	A camera was on the top right of the store pointing at Linex and the others.

	The cashier picked up the phone and held the receiver to his ear, and after several affirmations informed them. “Ok, my boss just called, and he wants you to go over here”

	The cashier opened the left door of the store. 

	 “Why should I trust you or your boss?” Joe asked suspiciously.

	“Because he knows your father, you don’t need to trust me nor the boss. However, he needs to speak to you” the cashier replied almost dismissively.

	Joe looked at the others and finally decided “Ok then, I’ll go but they will come along too” Joe informed and headed for the door with Linex and Lysie.

	“As you wish” The cashier said.

	 “Wait, Joe” Linex came after him. 

	As they opened the door, some red light came on and the room began going down.  

	 “So we are in an elevator” Lysie noted thoughtfully.

	  “Seems like it” Linex agreed.

	After they got down and a dark figure was seated at a desk waiting for their arrival.

	 “Hello, Joe” the dark figure cooed softly.

	 “Who are you? And how do you know my name?” Joe asked.

	  “Your father told me about you, so what you came here for?” the dark figure waved a hand.

	 “His father told us to get a hard drive called H-b90, do you have one?” Lysie replied.

	 “Of course” the man agreed.

	  “Wow, that was easy and what is your name?” Lysie furthered.

	He only smiled at that. “My name is Keven… there is one thing I must say, if Markson is trying to sneak into the military, please keep this really safe. We need information as well so when you finish, bring it back so that we can work, got that?” Keven asked.

	“Got it” Linex agreed.

	Getting back to the old building was easy, the cashier had shown them another route, which was faster.

	Then Linex and the others made to the building. “Hey guys, how are you doing?” Linex asked as they headed back into the building.

	 “Did you get it?” Markson asked.

	 “Here you go” Lysie flipped the hard drive to him, and he caught it quite gently.

	Markson nodded his head. “Finally, ok then I’ll put the drive in the computer, and everything will be perfect, I will be working this night at it”

	 “Are you going to sleep?” Stephen asked.

	“Sleep? I won’t until I get everything set and begin the process” Markson replied.

	  “Well at least, he is trying his best to help me rescue Aiden, and still I wonder who that guy was I’ve saw this afternoon” Linex thought to himself.

	It was almost 7:00 p.m. when Linex, Joe, Lysie and Stephen went to their various rooms to catch some sleep, while Markson began the process of hacking into the military base.

	 


CHAPTER 16

	SHADOWY BATTLE

	 

	He was having a dream, he could see that he was in some place only surrounded by many buildings and he had to go through them looking for an exit or a way to get back to the streets. 

	 “What is this? Where am I?” he wondered as he trudged along. His sneakers slapping on the pavement of the floor.

	Linex looked around and saw a light at the end of the dark tunnel and started to run for it. “I need to get there maybe I can find an exit” he whispered to himself.

	Linex got into the light, but then at the top roof he found three strange people. 

	“Who are you and why are you following us?” Linex shouted at them.

	One of them answered. His face was like a shadow. None of his features were decipherable. “Linex!” the voice called.

	Linex stirred in his sleep, quite confused. That voice was Joe’s and suddenly he woke up to find that it was only a dream. 

	“Finally you're awake, I had to call you with your name because noobie wasn’t working, so what was that dream of yours?” Joe asked.

	“Nah it was just some crazy dream about clowns” Linex grunted.

	  “Clowns? Are you sure?” Joe asked doubtfully.

	  “Yes…” Linex nodded in reply, that shadowy face was still haunting him. Who could that be, he wondered.

	  “Well then, now that you awake we need to wake up Lysie and head to Dad and Stephen” Joe informed.

	 “Alright then” he scrambled up from the mattress, stretched his body and yawned deeply.

	Joe and Linex woke up Lysie and went to Markson and Stephen.

	 “Hello, everyone” Both Stephen and Markson announced.

	 “Good morning” they responded.

	 “So dad, how is everything going in the hacking?” Joe asked quite curious.

	 “Do you want to see? This is an interesting way to hack!” Markson grinned dolefully.

	Joe moved closer and peeked at the compute, there was a game on. Joe shook his head. “Dad… don’t tell me you are entering the base by just playing a game”

	“What? It’s the good way for scientist to hack so that we don’t get so stressed on these kind of work” Markson replied.

	“Oh my God, I get it dad… and what about you Stephen, what are you doing?” Joe turned to face Stephen.

	 “Well I’m going in a hard moment where it might take a while because I have to make some steps until I officially enter the base” Stephen said yawning, he picked up his laptop again.

	 “Well that seems more professional than Markson’s” Linex chipped in.

	“I’ve heard that!” Markson smiled dismissing their comments.

	  “Hey, we all have different ways, Linex and Joe do you want to go around the city?” Lysie offered.

	  “Yeah, I’m getting sick of staying here” Joe agreed. "Let's head out"

	 “Me too" Linex said. 

	Linex, Joe and Lysie went outside, they would go for walk, pending the time they got a call from either Stephen or Markson.

	 “Well… Lysie" Linex stated quite serious.

	   “Yeah Linex?” Lysie answered.

	  “I wanted to talk about something” Linex's quietly.

	“Really? about what?” she asked, looking at him in a rather awkward manner.

	 “Well it’s about…” Linex trailed off.

	 “Hey guys” Joe interrupted the conversation jumping from a roof and landing hard on to the ground. “Hope you can do that too Linex”

	 “Oh… of course I can do that, wait and see” Linex replied. 

	 “Don’t do it we can probably get spotted by the military” Lysie warned.

	  “Oh yeah forgot about that” Joe winked at Linex. "Got one on you though"

	“Oh well, maybe another time then” Linex replied.

	Lysie’s phone rang and she proceeded to pick it up. it was Stephen.

	   “Yeah Stephen?” Lysie answered.

	 “I need you guys to look over the entrance of the building quickly, I think I saw someone through the cameras that Markson put” Stephen informed them.

	  “Ok got it, Let’s go we need to get to the building” Lysie informed them.

	 “What’s going on?” Linex asked frowning.

	 “Someone is probably after us” Lysie postulated. "Let's get moving" 

	They headed towards the entrance.

	  “Stay alert” Lysie whispered sharply. The boys only nodded their heads in agreement.

	Lysie activated her watch. The battle suit enveloped her immediately, it was a like being clad in an armor.

	“Looking good in it” Linex complimented.

	   “Oh… sure whatevs”

	“I knew you were aware of something noobie and you didn’t tell me” Joe muttered.

	   “Well yeah I knew of it, but I thought it wouldn’t be a problem…” Linex replied.

	 “If you have something hiding that it could cost our lives tell us” Joe lashed out.

	Linex hung his head low. "My bad…”

	 “It’s alright” Joe patted him on the back.

	Suddenly they look ahead in one direction and saw some people in the shadows.

	 “Who are you and why are you after us?” Joe asked quite boldly.

	  “We came to put an end to this catastrophic work you’re doing to those people” the woman replied, she was clad in a dark robe.

	  “People? What are you talking about?” Linex asked confused. 

	 “Silence! You all will pay for what you have done” The woman retorted angrily.

	 “So no more reasons why we are picking a fight? Well then let’s fight if you can stand against us…” Joe smiled and sent a punch at the other shadow.

	But it was well evaded.

	 “Well super-strength? This is going to be fun” Joe licked his lips.

	 “Indeed” the man in the shadow agreed. A raging battle ensued.

	  “We don’t need to fight! Why do you need to take us down if we didn’t harm anyone?” Lysie screamed at them.

	  “Oh you people are such liars and for that you all will have to suffer like you all did to them!” The man in the dark room stated, glaring at Lysie angrily. She proceeded to unleash a powerful wind around them.

	  “Linex you take on her and make her talk a lot while I take the other!” Lysie instructed.

	   “Got it” Lines affirmed.

	Linex unleashed his power and threw a powerful fire blast at the woman. 

	“So you seem strong, what do you got?” Lysie faced the second shadow.

	“Well I got a drink for you" and with that, he unleashed water from his hands landing a huge attack on Lysie, but she dodged it. 

	 “Well you’re made of water, that’s good” Linex complimented.

	 “So you’re made of fire? But this one is different never seen such weird colored fire, but anyways I can take that down!” she released a huge storm around Linex making him lose his balance, throwing him into the air.

	“Wind Creator?” Linex asked.

	 "No… Storm Creator” she stopped the storm in an instant and created another wind that got down like a bullet into Linex’s back and crushed him to the ground.

	 “Linex!” Lysie screamed.

	 “Shot… I can’t let him fight this guy either which looks like we have same strength or Lysie’s opponent is water, which is worst, damn Linex I know you can get a hold on yourself” Joe shouted at him still fighting the first shadow man.

	Linex stood up and ran towards the woman and unleashed the same attack at her.  

	“That won’t work twice” She dodged the fire blasts and recaptured Linex into the storm she recreated. “I thought you were strong, but it seems you are just a mere weakling”. 

	She threw Linex against the wall with her wind attacks which makes him spurt blood from his mouth. 

	“Hold on Linex, I’ll find a way to defeat this guy and help you!” Joe called to him; he was running at superspeed away from the first shadow man.

	 “I don’t need help!” Linex shouted and unleashed more power, he threw a fire shuriken to her. 

	 “Hmph… weak” she grunted. Then she proceeded to block the attack with a wind shield, but the shuriken was strong enough, piercing through the shield and landed a scratch on her face.

	 “Cap’n are you alright?” the other two shadow men rushed to the aid of the woman.

	  “Wow! that was a close one” Joe cried in excitement.

	  “Well then, you think you’re tough, are you?” She asked taking her robe off to reveal herself to them. “You earned an answer… my name is Tempest, and those who you are fighting are Bain and Kenry”

	“Tempest huh? So, are you the leader?” Joe asked.

	 “Yes I am, and I’m here because of those people you two killed” Tempest said, her voice was bitter and loathful.

	   “Killed?” Joe asked in astonishment.

	  “I think you are mistaking us; we haven’t killed anyone” Linex replied.

	  “Stop saying excuses!” Tempest blurted out in anger blasting wind attacks at Linex which were as fast as bullets.

	Each attack hit Linex several times, weakening him.

	 “Linex, don’t let your guard down!” Joe shouted.

	 “You too” Kenry declared punching away Joe, making him fly away, hitting the wall badly. 

	 “Well you seem more alerted to the fighting” Bain surmised looking at Lysie.

	 “I’m not like them, plus I’m not letting myself lose by someone like you” Lysie replied, getting ready to battle.

	 “Being too confident is a habit you know” Bain chuckled.

	Then they continued to fight. After some attacks Stephen called Lysie. 

	“I’m in a middle of a battle Steph” Lysie snapped.

	 “I need to let you know that we found everything we needed to rescue Aiden and an additional information that I found in a secret folder is that the monster that Linex and Joe fight, it is said that the monster got his form destroyed but before he got “destroyed” it split to three creatures and one of them were captured, and put to test and while the scientist investigated it was confirmed to be an alien including the ones that were in the park" Stephen reeled out the information hastily.

	  “So all of this was just a misunderstanding” Lysie asked dodging a punch from Bain.

	  “What I don’t get is why the scientist doesn’t consider it as mutant people? I don’t understand what they are saying, I even tried to find more information but that was all I could find” Stephen replied.

	  “Perfect Stephen, thank you” she ended the call and faced Bain.

	Linex was on the ground in pain, but he managed to stand up again. “I won’t lose, I need to save Aiden at all cost” he crushed his hands together making him unleash more power and his fire power began to grow more.  “I WON’T LOSE!" He trumpeted loudly at the very top of his voice.

	A big explosion of red fire aura unleashed and Linex was completely immersed in it.

	 “Linex…” Joe whispered quite motivated. He picked himself up and continued his battle with Kenry.

	 “Dray…” Linex said communicating with his Flaredragon.

	 “Yes?” Urilion replied.

	  “I need the technique” Like said defiantly. It was now or never.

	  “Your power has grown more since last time, are you sure you…” Urilion said doubtfully.

	Linex only cut him short. "Yes, I don’t have a chance facing her with just this amount of power and she is holding back I know it” 

	“Well then, let’s begin it” Urilion agreed, deep in Linex's body, the dragon assumed a lotus position.

	Linex closed his eyes and the ground shook with tremors.

	And when he finally opened his eyes again, and they started to glow red sparks around his iris; he was now in full dragon-rage mode.

	  “Hey, let’s get this over with” he addressed Tempest.

	 


CHAPTER 17

	LET’S TALK

	 

	As the fight raged on, Linex used the dangerous technique again, against Tempest. Lysie and Joe looked on in shock at Linex, they were quite shaken.

	“Oh no…” they both gasped as Linex's power increased causing a massive earthquake.

	“Tempest you have to get out there!” Lysie called to her.

	 “What are you talking about? Bain finish her off” Tempest snapped, ignoring Lysie's warning.

	Bain sent a paralytic wave blast which affected Lysie preventing her from being able to move. 

	Seeing this only increased Linex's rage. “Leave her alone!” he cried sending a huge fireball around the area and proceeded to run at Tempest in full speed.

	Lysie still unable to move, thought that Linex had lost consciousness, but clearly, he was just getting started.

	Tempest blocked the fire punch. However, Linex only feigned to attack her with his right hand. Sensing that she had taken the bait, struck her hard with his left hand and as she fell off the bridge, he jumped after her and punched her again. Slamming her into the wall.

	 “Enough of this” she cried in anger. "I'm ending this now" she unleashed her full power against him. 

	 “What’s wrong? Got serious now that I got stronger?” Linex growled in a rather deep voice.

	“I’m getting sick of you” Tempest retorted and proceeded to use an attack called the Storm Bullets. She rained down wind pellets on him.

	But Linex blocks off most of the attacks with his fire shield, making Tempest increase the intensity of her attacks.

	Meanwhile, Joe and Kenry continued their battle, trying to catch each other off guard. 

	“You really strong and I love strong people, makes things rather interesting" Kenry scoffed.

	  “What?" Joe sneered, which earned him a punch in the face.

	 “What is this, from the last punch he has gotten stronger…” Joe reasoned as he prepared to attack back.

	  “Finally some good challenge,” Joe said as he activated his arms and legs to full power strength.

	  "Time to get this coat off, it has been such a bother and let’s have fun” Kenry said taking his coat off. Then he proceeded to punch the ground making big boulders which he hurled at Joe, but the latter only vaporized it with a beam like it was nothing.

	  “Easy” Joe smirked.

	 “Like your mom…” Kenry chipped in smiling.

	“WHAT!?” Joe blurted out and jumped with all his might towards Kenry. Both landed a punch at each other at almost the same time. 

	Lysie was still immobilized. She stared at Bain and summoned every will power she could muster and tried using her left arm to activate her body protector system. 

	 “The more you move, the more I make you suffer” Bain winked at her, releasing more shock waves.

	Lysie screamed in pain, but she was not about to give up. 

	Linex hearing her scream shot a fire blast at Bain causing him to lose concentration.

	Free, she proceeded to activate her body protector armor. “Thanks Linex!” she hollered at him.

	  “Knock it off” Linex replied, he was holding his own with Tempest, but it seemed that most of his punches were having no effect on Tempest. She was somehow using her powers to slow down his attacks. 

	“Can’t you see that your punches are nothing?” Tempest taunted.

	“Shut up, I won’t give up… never!” His power and his technique were fading away, but his spirit of fighting was still there. “Even if I have a little portion of my power left, I won’t let my team die!” he released more firepower.

	“Well show me that final resort of yours” Tempest said daring him.

	Linex went mad with rage and finally allowed his power to make a huge explosion around the area. Everything went out with a loud bang.

	Tempest was sprawled out on the ground, the smoke from the explosion had clouded the air around and she could see Linex lying on the floor, quite weak.

	  “That’s going to leave a mark” she smiled tottering towards Linex. When she was close enough to him, she created a Wind Blade and pointed it at Linex. There was a look of terror and fear in his eyes.

	 “You were a formidable opponent, but you didn’t last long against me, well then may you rest in peace” Tempest said raising up the Wind Blade, in the bid to kill Linex. But Lysie threw herself between them.

	   "What are you doing little one?” Tempest asked in astonishment.

	 “You said we killed people?” Lysie said addressing her.

	Tempest considered this and replied. “Precisely”

	  "Well, I guess you’re wrong” Lysie informed her.

	  “What do you mean by that?” Tempest inquired.

	  “I was informed that we… well Linex and Joe, haven’t killed any innocent people” Lysie insisted.

	“Really? then who were those human monsters hat appeared in the city?” Tempest furthered, she had a doubtful look on her face.

	  “So you call it human monsters? Oh well, as a friend send information he said that the monster that Linex and Joe “killed” was not a human but an alien, and it was not literally killed because it got split into three creatures before it was going to be destroyed" Lysie explained.

	Tempest dropped her blade after and afterthought and said. “Well I need to see that, and you two… stop the fight, I need to know more about it” 

	  “My friend can show you the information, but he couldn’t find more about it… all I can say that we got proof that they did not killed anyone” Lysie replied.

	  “Very well, show me where your friend is” Tempest finally agreed.

	“On my way” Lysie said. "You have to follow us back to the base" she added.

	Tempest nodded her head again, in agreement.

	Joe: “Hey noob, are you alright?” Joe asked nudging Linex who was still quite unconscious. "I hope you are…” he said picking up his friend and putting him over his shoulder.

	They all went to the laboratory. On getting there, Joe placed Linex on the floor and Stephen scrambled towards him in fear.

	   “Linex! Is he alright?” he asked looking at the others.

	  “Not so much, but I’ll tell Markson to cure him, and we will let him get some rest in the mattress” Lysie replied touching Linex's forehead.

	  “Ok then…” Stephen muttered, he glanced at Linex again and honestly hoped that Markson would be able to heal him.

	 “Stephen, hurry and show the information to these brats” Joe said with spite.

	  “Who you are calling a brat?" Kenry started towards Joe, but Tempest stopped them.

	 “You two…” she hissed. They both glanced at her. “You want to sleep too?” 

	They simply stopped and looked away whistling.

	 “Ok, as you can see the information is not completed but I got the most important we needed for now…” Stephen said explaining all that had happened. 

	Tempest looked on shocked because she had thought that Team Magna was a threat. 

	  “Oh my… our apologizes for the problem we caused to you all, forgive us” Tempest said sincerely apologetic.

	  “It’s alright, we are just here to rescue a friend from the military base” Lysie informed her.

	  "A friend? Humm… maybe we can help you then?” Tempest offered.

	They all looked amazed by her offer, and Lysie said. “Well of course, why not? Oh, and by the way who are you?”

	  “We are the Blood Borne Hood” Tempest replied. “My comrades here are Kenry, Bain and I am Tempest”

	Markson got out of Linex’s room, just after administering the medication that Linex needed. 

	 “Everything is done, going back to business and oh…” he looked at The Blood Borne Hood and Tempest moved closer to him, she had heard his voice before. 

	  "… His voice is kind of familiar, but I can’t remember…” Tempest whispered.

	Markson only ignored her and went back to his computer.

	  “Maybe I’m thinking too much… and got any plan to bust in the military?” Tempest asked.

	 “Well for now that you join the team…” Markson started.

	Tempest cut him short. “We just want to fix what we did; we don’t want to join anyone and thank you about it too”

	Markson shrugged and explained. “Ok then… as I was saying as a long story short, Linex and I will be in the a helicopter while Lysie and Joe are in the ground beating the soldiers and now that you guys will help us, then Kenry will be with us in the helicopter and you with Bain will be on the ground with…”

	“Sorry for interrupting but my powers are water and…” Bain added.

	“Water powers heh? Very well Tempest you have?”

	  “Yes and paralytic wave blast” Bain asserted, almost proud of his powers.

	“Alright, Alright” Markson replied rather annoying. “And Tempest?”

	“I have thunder powers” Tempest answered. 

	“Perfect! Which you have a good power to make the soldiers fly for the first time, while Bain you will be helping Tempest too” Markson instructed.

	 “That’s a risky way to enter the military… but I always liked to sneak attack, especially if it’s the military… very well everything is settled” Tempest agreed.

	  “Probably by two days we will be prepared to leave to the military base if Linex gets back in good condition for battling” Markson said.

	 “Understood, Bain and Kenry… see you there then” Tempest nodded at them and they soon vanished.

	Joe headed to Linex’s room, only to discover that he had regained consciousness. 

	 “Hey Joe, did I do fine in the fight?” he asked looking confused.

	Joe only stared at him and gave him a little smile. “Well you have done good, and I’m glad about it” he patted his friend on the back.

	 


CHAPTER 18

	PREPARATION

	 

	By morning the next day, Linex was almost recovered. He was consequently lying down on his mattress when Joe walked in. 

	 “Good morning” Joe announced.

	 “Good morning to you too” Linex replied smiling. He was still very much grateful for how Joe had looked out for him, after the fight, the day before.

	Joe nodded. “Thanks man” A moment of silence pervaded the atmosphere, and after a while Linex turned to Joe. 

	 “Hey Joe, I was thinking… why are you treating me different from before? I mean surely you’re still the same but it’s like you're someone else now" Linex said.

	  “Well… sometimes I think about the past between us, and well… it’s like everything was yesterday, those memories when we were at the cliff looking at the sunset was really special for me…” Joe replied.

	Both boys seated together on the cliff, watching the sunset go down.

	 “Hey Joe…” a younger Linex had said.

	  “Yeah Linex?” Joe had replied.

	  “What do you think is happening out there?” Linex pointed at the sky.

	Joe had asked squinted at the sky, looking around curiously. “You mean around the “Earth”?”

	 “Nah I hear a lot on what’s happening here” Linex said lying down and gazing up at the sky. “I mean outside in the universe, could there be something more than just being here sitting in the couch and looking at TV? Could there be people who have a happy life? I mean I want to know more than just the same cycle of my life. I want to make everybody around me happy and secure of themselves, help those in danger and many things…” Linex had said in deep wonder, his eyes still fixated on the sun.

	Joe had only laughed at that. “How can you do that? But if you think that way… well, you are very nice person Linex. You even stayed on my side for long… not like others, but I’m saying that you make me feel special, like my life means a lot to you…”

	   “Well you are my best friend Joe… of course I care for you so much as if you were my brother” Linex glanced at him.

	Joe had stared at Linex and somehow, the tears just seemed to leak out. “My life has not been easy, but you tear me up. At least you accepted me even if I look like a weirdo with a jacket all day”

	 “Why is it you always wear a jacket?” Linex had asked.

	Joe smiled think. “I’ll tell you in a future when I get ready, I promise”

	 “Ok then”

	   “If there are people out there in the universe, I wonder if they are happy as well, if they are not, maybe you and I can make a difference”

	  “Exactly Joe, even you can make it” Linex had agreed.

	 “Yeah… Well it’s kind of getting late we should return” Joe noted, and the boys hobbled back home.

	  “In those moments I felt so happy and ever since that day you haven’t changed, you care for a lot of people, and even if I changed because of my life, but I feel conformable when I’m around you. Stronger than before… even if I became this, I still care for you…" Joe paused regarding Linex. "I was going to try to rescue you but Kenry was strong he couldn’t let me get to you, and I’m sorry Linex… but next time I will defend you!”. 

	 “You may have changed but your heart seems to be the same Joe that was before” Linex only laughed.

	Joe agreed. “Maybe I am still sensitive…”

	  “Ahhhh don’t get mad because you couldn’t protect me, I tried my best to protect you guys and if I had died, I'd have died giving my all to you all” Linex added.

	  “Same here bro… same here” Joe nodded.

	Consequently, Lysie poked her head into the room. 

	“Joe, is Linex ok?” she inquired.

	 “Uhh… well he is fine for now, Linex can you stand?” Joe asked.

	Linex made to stand up even, he staggered a bit and almost fell. But Joe caught him.

	“Stay in your bed for now Linex, we need you to be recovered for tomorrow, even if you can’t fight at full strength” Joe said placing him on the bed.

	 “Of course I won’t let you guys down” Linex smiled.

	Markson made his path into the room, he had a rather large grin on his face. “Tomorrow will be the day… I hope you all are prepared, and Linex… I believe you will do well”

	  “Yes I will” Linex replied. No matter how weak he was feeling, he had decided that he was going to fight until he had rescued his Sensei.

	***

	Soldiers opened a large door, and someone clad in a dark cloak walked in. Seated on a throne, was a hunched over figure, with a large crown of gold.

	 “I have arrived my king” the man clads in a dark cloak announced.

	The shadow king grinned. “Have you killed them?”

	 “Yes my Lord… and I got some news” the dark-cloaked man added.

	The shadow king beckoned on him. "Tell me"

	   "I have felt a power from a Flareling coming from a far planet and it was having some anger problems…” the dark-cloaked man stated.

	  “Was his power from A-rank?” the king asked.

	The dark-cloaked man shook his head in the negative. “No, for what I felt I think it was just an E-class”

	  “Interesting, then I will order you instead of my soldiers to kill him, I order you to go” the shadow king instructed.

	 “Understood” the dark-cloaked man fell on his knees in utmost reverence.

	 “Soon we shall be the last ones standing” the shadow king chortled hysterically.

	***

	Markson and the team were getting prepared to leave the building. “Everyone pack up everything important”

	 “I’m good now” Lysie said.

	 “I am fine, what about you Linex?” Joe asked.

	Linex came out, clad in new clothes. “Yeah I’m ready now”

	The Blood Borne Hood appeared and stood just at the entrance of the building. “Ok then, everybody is ready then turn the vehicles on” Tempest grunted.

	 “Tempest you will have this vehicle…” Markson gave Tempest and the others a truck with two heavy guns at both sides. 

	 “I’ll drive” Tempest declared excitedly.

	  “But I wanted to” Bain whined.

	“Well like I said Linex, Joe and Kenry will be on the helicopter and I will be in my robot machine” Markson recapitulated. 

	 “What about me?” Stephen asked feeling left out.

	“Oh well… you can use this pistol” Markson said handing Stephen a pistol.

	 “Markson he is a kid you know?” Linex pointed out.

	 “Ahhh fine then, use this armor it will be useful for Tempest and the others which you can use to shield them and yourself” Markson replied handing him a double shield. 

	 “Thank you!” Stephen said excitedly.

	 “Good then, Let’s go” Tempest muttered anxiously.

	Everybody entered the vehicles. Lysie headed towards Linex while he is entering the helicopter. 

	“Linex!” she called after him.

	  “Yeah Lysie?” Linex turned to face her.

	“Just wanted to tell you that… be careful ok?” Lysie warned. "Don't go into a rampage again”

	Linex smiled. “I will Lysie don’t worry and you too alright? See ya there”

	Lysie headed back to the truck.

	 “Team B, I need you to get a different direction” Markson said through the radio.

	Tempest groaned. “Team B? it’s the blood born… never mind. Its blood borne hood what do they think we are a joke…” Tempest murmured grumpily.

	   “By the way Markson, are we visible to the cameras around the city? I mean being in a helicopter is obvious that we are up to something, especially if we are heading to the base” Linex pointed out.

	 “You can’t see it, but we are invisible” Markson replied.

	 “Wait really?” Linex asked.

	 “Yeah, it is very necessary when we are getting closer to the base, obviously” Markson nodded.

	   “Oh… ok then, sorry for the stupid question ha-ha” Linex replied laughing.

	About ten minutes later, they arrived at the military base, but they needed to keep a safe distance. “We have arrived” Markson communicated via radio again.

	  “Yes, but first we need to know if the plan will work” Tempest replied.

	 “This seems to be a problem…” Markson sighed.

	 “We need to stay to get the right moment to attack” Linex offered, he couldn't exactly wait.

	  “Exactly, for now let’s wait until one of those soldiers over there opens the gate, when that happens Tempest gets to the front of the gate with the truck undiscovered and when they are on guard throw a sleep grenade to them which I can see that those soldiers are rookies. Right after you throw it, enter the base at full speed and that would be our turn to jump in the air and I don’t need to because I am in my machine” Markson said.

	 “What about the helicopter?” Linex asked.

	“Oh that? Just jump I don’t care about it” Markson dismissed his worries.

	  “Ok? Got it then, remember guys the moment the gates open we will leave” Tempest said to the others.

	The soldiers finally opened the gates after twenty minutes of waiting.

	Tempest radioed Markson. “That was perfect timing… very well it’s my time to shine”

	 “Let’s go!” Markson declared.

	Everyone got ready and after the truck arrived at the front gate, the soldiers were curious pointing their guns at the truck. 

	 “Show yourself” the soldiers demanded.

	 “I don’t need to” Tempest said throwing the grenades and most of the soldiers fell to the ground trying to escape the explosives.

	 “Stephen get ready to be our shield!” Lysie shouted.

	 “Got it” Stephen said activating the shield.

	  “Let’s rock this place and roll some soldiers” Tempest grinned going at full speed to the entrance and breaks in.

	The base's alarm system rang loudly, and more soldiers came out.

	  “Hurry jump!” Markson instructed.

	“Let’s do this Joe” Linex said addressing his friend.

	 “You got it noob” They both fist bumped and jumped into the base. 

	“Wait for me you little brats!” Kenry called after them, jumping too. The moment of saving Aiden had started.

	 


CHAPTER 19

	RESCUERS VS HUNTERS

	 

	       As they free-fell from the helicopter towards the military base, Kenry screamed with excitement.

	 “Now I can say this guy is crazy” Joe said with contempt.

	  “Wujuuuu yeah!” Linex shouted.

	Joe laughed. “And you too Linex”

	They crashed to the ground. Markson scrambled up hastily and proceeded to blast a hole in the wall that led to the base. 

	The blast shook the base, but after the smoke had cleared, a hunter stood where the wall should have crumbled. He had knocked away the beam.

	  “Damn, who are they!” Markson cried in astonishment.

	More hunters came in the area. “We are The Ghosts of Nazareth, I am Brook and this is Wrath and we were ordered to take you down” they declared. They didn't seem scared or perturbed by the menace that Team Magna could pose.

	 “Well then that’s a stupid name” Markson said bitterly.

	The soldiers started to shoot at Team Magna. However, Markson blocked the gunshots using a barrier. But the barrier had also protected The Ghost of Nazareth. 

	“Well let’s see what you got, fools” Wrath growled angrily.

	Linex powered up and fire blazed around him while Joe activated his robotic enhancements to its maximum strength and Kenry did the same, his body turning into metal. He had hidden that feature, the last time he had fought Joe.

	“So you were holding back” Joe commented.

	  “Yeah any problem?” Kenry grinned.

	 “Yeah… I hate you” Joe muttered, then they clashed with their assailants.

	Tempest activated her powers and created superstorms around most of the soldiers. Picking and blowing them away.

	Lysie also got into her battle suit and threw her special attack called; Boomerang Wheels. Which was an attack that allowed her grab at two plates from her skating wheels, throwing them in form of a wind shuriken.

	 “There are too many soldiers here” Tempest noted still fighting.

	  “Yes but I'm faster than they can see" Lysie said quickly attacking all soldiers around the area while Tempest used her powers to clear them out, enabling her get to Markson and the others.

	 “Stephen we need you know activate the armor” Markson said.

	 “Got it” he activated a full armor that stretched out to protect the entire team.

	“Now Bain your turn” Tempest called to Bain.

	 “No need to say” Bain agreed using his water powers to immobilize most of the soldiers.

	 “Good work Bain, Lysie let’s keep moving” Tempest complimented him.

	Just inside the base, Commander Alderson was walking and heard some explosions. A soldier ran towards him. “Sir, the base has been attacked by the same targets we were looking before”

	  “Well they want a battle; I’ll give them a battle” The commander grinned and proceeded to open a door which concealed a weapon. “Time to use the baby”.

	Sensei Aiden heard the explosions as well. “Oh no… they are here, and I told them to leave” he shook his head sadly.

	While Linex was fighting, he got punched hard in the face and he flew and landed where Markson was. “Hey Markson and Linex, leave this to us, we can take them… so go now and save Aiden quickly” Joe shouted at them.

	 “Got it and be alright Joe. Let’s go Linex” Markson instructed.

	   “Quickly go!” Joe called again, still fighting off members of The Ghost of Nazareth.

	Markson and Linex entered the base. Tempest was taking out the soldiers until two more hunters came into the area. “Who are you supposed to be?” she asked rather unimpressed.

	 “I’m Tank from The Ghost of Nazareth, ordered to vaporize you off from existence” the hunter said.

	 “And I am Agron” the second hunter added.

	  “Well then… a challenge” Tempest chuckled.

	Bain however, tried paralyzing Tank, but it was useless against him. “My power is doing nothing” he said in dismay.

	 “This is going to be fun. Bain take care of the soldiers” Tempest instructed.

	  “Understood” Bain agreed and faced more incoming soldiers.

	“Lysie, Stephen and I will take care of these hunters” 

	“well are you ready?” Tempest said.

	 “Got your back!” they chorused back.

	Joe and Kenry were having problems against Brook and Wrath because they were using long range attacks. 

	“Kenry what do you think we can do?” Joe asked.

	“I don’t know they are using long range attacks and we can’t get into them, which this is going to be problem” Kenry noted thoughtfully.

	 “Oh wait! I have long range attacks too!” Joe said excitedly, activating his beam blast.

	“Ok I distract, and you get the chance”

	Kenry said and proceeded to distracting the enemy getting closer to him but the closer he got, the more damaged he was by the attacks. Joe was however getting a perfect shot to take down tank’s range attacks but then Brook got in the way and attacked Joe.

	 “Surprise" Brook smirked.

	  “What!” Joe gaped at him in surprise. Then he got kicked in the stomach and pushed away destroying a vehicle.

	“Shoot, then I’m the only one who can battle this one” Kenry shook his head, he saw vehicles around the base, and he had a plan. “I got it! But first I must make him go away from the area, so I can have a good range as well” he thought to himself as he made his move.

	Joe jumped from the vehicle and duster himself. “Is that all you got? I though your strength was greater…” he asked.

	  “You are cockier than what I would have expected” Brook said.

	 “That’s none of your business, and you will lose too” Joe replied, charging up his robotic arms.

	“Hunters never lose”

	  “Remember that hunters always are the last hunted” Joe replied and jumped at him.

	Brook did a few combos on him and threw him to the air and kick him to the ground, Joe was bit weakened by the blows, but he stood up again. 

	 “Still standing? For a cocky person like you, it’s really interesting… I wish you would join us, but the answer is obviously no” Brook muttered mockingly.

	“Shut up!” Joe headed towards Brook and they started clashing, dodging and getting hard hits while fighting.  

	Kenry was still having problem with Tank. He was getting pushed back by Tank but then Kenry realized that Tank was surrounded by military vehicles and he had an idea. 

	“Hey Tank… I got a present for all the blasts you gave me” Kenry grinned.

	  “Oh really? Show me” Tank replied, he was smiling but very much at alert.

	Kenry picked up a vehicle and threw it at Tank but he dodges it. “You think that is going to do something to me” he smirked and proceeded to fire more blasts at Kenry.

	  “Actually that was not going to do anything, but this can” Kenry said as he landed fast and grabbed Tank.

	He took Tank to the ground to get an advantage on attacking him. 

	 “Urgh, what are you doing?” Tank groaned in pain.

	“I’m fighting, not cuddling you” Kenry said pummeling him several times, before picking him up and smashing him to the ground. 

	“Cheap metal junk” Kenry laughed.

	 “Who you are calling cheap!?” Tank cried grabbing Kenry by the neck and stands up strangling Kenry in the air.

	Seeing this, Joe screamed. “KENRY!” but Brook attacked him again.

	 “You shouldn’t have come just for a simple old person” Tank said still strangling Kenry.

	  “… you… think… you can… stop… me?” Kenry managed to croak.

	“Silence you weakling” Tank said choking him harder.

	“NO!” Joe charged his power in his right hand and punched with full strength at Brook making the latter fly and crash in a huge truck. 

	Joe ran to Kenry, while Tank realizing that Brook was seriously injured, he released Kenry and headed hastily towards where Brook had landed. 

	“Are you alright Kenry? Please stand up it’s not over yet” Joe urged, trying to help him up.

	He only groaned in pain.

	"Please Kenry… pull it together” Joe said helping him to his feet.

	  “Joe this time let’s fight together” Kenry said gearing up.

	 “Right!” Kenry replied. “I was selfish in the first moment I fight, I thought I would take them easily, but I can’t… so I’ve finally made a decision, I’ve always fought opponents alone but now fighting by your side is necessary”.

	  “Sure I don’t have a problem, let’s take them out” Joe bumped fists with him.

	 “Agreed” Kenry replied.

	Tank stared at Kenry and Joe while Brook got out of the wrecked truck and stood beside Tank. 

	 “I don’t get it… what is the use of saving an alien? He is dangerous, if he had not arrived to this planet things would not go this way” Brook said quite angry. Tank only remained silent as they regarded the enemy.

	 “Life can lead to so much things that we don’t know the causes of all process of our problems… but all I know is that whatever life is doing, is for a good reason and if it wanted to be this way, then the reason to save this person is important for the future and that is why we Blood Borne Hood are here” Kenry said to them.

	 “Really? I thought that it was because of the trouble you gave us” Joe muttered almost in shock.

	 “Yes we are paying our debt of the damage we made, but we fight for what is right as well… I don’t know if that person is an alien, all I could say is that he deserves to live too” Kenry replied.

	Tank and Brook laughed. 

	“Such nonsense you say, we do this for the good of humanity, if you don’t want to help us then with them, you all die” Brook declared.

	Both teams charged at each other, the battle still continued.

	 


CHAPTER 20

	STAND UP AND FIGHT!

	 

	Linex and Markson were deep inside the base. Past the numerous prison cells, the armory and artillery rooms, the surveillance hubs and finally the basement floor. This led to a bunker. 

	Linex was quite sure that they would find Aiden there and while Markson was looking around he found a door that had a sign with the words: RESTRICTED AREA, DO NOT ENTER. 

	Markson’s curiosity was quite aroused. He peered at the sign in wonder, enraptured in those inscribed words.

	  “Linex wait a sec!” Markson called.

	 “What is it?” Linex asked hurrying back towards him.

	 “I need to get in here” Markson announced. He proceeded to connect to the door's lock system; trying very hard to hack and unlock the code.

	Linex was starting to feel rather anxious, and perhaps just a little desperate to find Aiden. “Markson what the heck! We have to move quick!”

	   “Wait, it will be quick” Markson hissed sharply at him, still fixated on the task of unlocking the door.

	   "Oh forget it I’ll go by myself!” Linex blurted out; taking off.

	   “Linex wait!" Markson called after him, the door’s lock was almost trying to give way. "It seems it won’t be taken down easily” he added still scanning rapid codes into the lock system.

	Sensei Aiden was still being held captive in his prison box, he looked ahead to find Commander Alderson still waiting for Team Magna at the entrance of the laboratory. 

	 “I can’t believe they are rescuing me… why… I told them to go and leave me behind, but they didn’t listen to me…” Aiden muttered to himself quite disappointed. He chided Linex silently for not trusting him. 

	  “It’s like they say… the student has always been a pain, even when they don’t behave… just like yours” Commander Alderson chipped in.

	  “This is none of your business, so don’t blame him… he is just a kid” Sensei Aiden replied.

	The commander only twisted his face in disgust. “He is no kid… he is a dangerous freak”. 

	 “Be quiet!” Aiden shouted, his fire aura blazing forth.

	Commander Alderson smiled grimly. “Right here and now you will see your student get squashed by me and you can’t do nothing, and you know why? Because you are just nothing, and we don’t accept inferior species”

	 “I was trying to defend the city because this is my new home, and this is what you humans repay me?” Sensei Aiden asked angrily.

	  “Well… not anymore you are out of the law” Commander Alderson said turning the box’s speech communicator off. “Now for your excuses me, I have some alien to crush”

	The fight between Tempest and the hunters raged on. They were still having trouble trying to take down the hunters. Lysie got blasted by Agron and Tempest caught her before she could fall off the playoffs. 

	  “Are you alright?” Tempest asked with concern.

	 “I guess I am” Lysie replied regaining her balance.

	 “Stay close and if you need backup tell me alright?” Tempest said.

	 “Got it” Lysie replied.

	Stephen, on the other hand, was having problem with the hunters since his armor was big and strong. However, it was quite incapable of allowing speed.

	 “Guys I need help here!” Stephen cried.

	  “Wait Steph!” Lysie jumped high, moving towards him.

	Agron had attacked him again, and while Stephen was trying to shake him off, he found the source to the armor’s energy. 

	“Found you…” Agron smiled turning it off.

	 “Oh no…” Tempest moaned silently under her breath. Jumping right in front of Stephen, she blocked a direct punch from Agron.

	Stephen looked up; his face was gloomy. “Aw… sorry… I tried” he whispered, looking rather grim-faced.

	“It’s ok you tried now leave it to us” Lysie soothed.

	  “Leave it to us?” a husky voice came from behind. Lysie glanced back and Wrath slapped her away from the armor and grabs Stephen.

	 “So little human… you tried to be the hero here? You came to the wrong battleground… which you should have stayed in your home playing toys” Wrath said angrily and proceeded to charging up his hand. 

	 “STEPHEN!” Lysie cried helplessly.

	 “Goodbye you little bug” Wrath croaked. 

	Before he could land his attack on Stephen, Tempest sent Wrath a barrage of storm bullets that sent Wrath flying away, leaving Stephen sprawled on the ground.

	Lysie rushed to him and picks him up making for the military base door. 

	“Get inside you’ll be safer here” Lysie advised pushing him into the room.

	  “What can I do?” Stephen asked looking on confusion.

	“Go and find Markson maybe he can put you inside his machine” Lysie said.

	 “What if I find a soldier?” Stephen replied quite a bit scared.

	  “Then here, take this” Lysie handed him a ray gun, one that Markson had given her.

	 “Ok, be careful” Stephen squeezed her hand.

	 “I will” Lysie said hurrying back into the battle.

	Using her wind powers, Tempest managed to blow off Agron smashing him to the wall. Looking at Wrath, she shook her head in indignation. “How stupid of you… trying to kill a boy, how pitiful of you… you will regret for what you were going to do”

	 “It’s my job, I kill and get rewarded… simple” Wrath replied unperturbed.

	 “Rewarded? Well, you will get your reward, after I destroy your arms and legs” Tempest growled angrily.

	  “Do it…” Wrath replied.

	“Lysie take charge of Agron while I deal with him” Tempest said.

	 “You take care of me? Ha! It takes more than just fleshy punches from you” Wrath chuckled.

	Tempest had a baleful smile. “If you say so… I’m going to take your parts to the junk yard”. 

	Tempest jumped with full speed towards Wrath, they dodged a lot of each other's attacks and in the moment Wrath unleashed multiple beam attacks to Tempest. She blocked most of those attacks and jumped to the air, making wind swirl around her to keep her off the ground from the explosions of the beams.  

	Wrath jumped towards Tempest again and they clashed several times, sending each other backwards.

	Tempest then created a thunderstorm and sent a direct hit at Wrath. 

	“That was unexpected, so your power is storm" 

	 “Yes, and?” Tempest asked.

	Wrath applauded her. “Nice very nice indeed… so we are the same… how convenient”

	Tempest looked on in surprise. “The same? Wait… you don’t mean”

	“Yes I am like you; can’t you see the obvious? I am an android, but I was once a human like them, but then I was experimented and turned into this, but I felt so powerful that I didn’t need to feel awful about it, besides I even got a contract to work for the military then I saw others with the same fate I had and we created a team… to hunt down aliens or those who are not humans anymore and guess something…” Wrath explained.

	  “What?” Tempest asked.

	 “You might be here to save an alien and I guess that you are even thinking that you all may be the only monsters around, but you don’t get that we vaporized many of your kind” Wrath said boastfully.

	A moment of silence descended on the battlefield and Tempest was looking down and Wrath was smiling with malevolence.

	***

	Linex was still trying to find Aiden when suddenly, two soldiers appeared in a hallway.

	 “There!” one of the soldiers pointed at him. They fired at him rapidly.

	He attacked the soldier on the left and disabled him while other got shot down by someone. 

	 “Who took down the other guy?” Linex wondered.

	Stephen hurried in breathing hard, the ray gun clutched tightly in his grip.

	 “Steph!” Linex gasped more out of surprise.

	 “Hey Linex, by the way are they dead?” Stephen asked curiously.

	Linex placed a hand one of the chests of the soldiers to hear the heart’s pulse. “They are still alive… anyways we must go" 

	 “Alright” Stephen agreed. They hurried through the basement and stopped in front of a door.

	 “What’s in this room?” Linex wondered. “Stephen stay here, in about fifteen minutes you get out and see if you can get a path to find us, probably around fifteen minutes we have Aiden already, A’ight?”

	Stephen nodded. “Ok then, I’m counting on you”

	Linex left hastily and Stephen stood outside the room.

	Moving forward through the room, he found another door. “Now, where is he? Maybe he is in the other side of that door” Linex reasoned to himself.

	He got closer to the door and opened it; he was soon inside a laboratory.

	There was a big machine at the far corner. “Well, that thing probably could move in any moment”

	Glancing around he could make out Aiden in a glass box.

	  “Sensei!” he cried almost hurrying towards the glass.

	Aiden only pointed to his left. It appeared he couldn't say anything.

	 “We are here to rescue you!” Linex announced.

	Sensei Aiden only pointed again to Linex’s left. 

	Linex smiled. “Of course we are going that way!”

	Almost immediately the ground shook and Linex glanced left to find a robotic arm almost about to smash him and Linex dodged it. 

	“Yeah I knew you would move” Commander Alderson commented almost impressed. “Almost got you there, but even if it was a surprise attack I knew you would dodge it”

	  “What have you done to him!?” Linex retorted.

	 “Who? The old guy? Well nothing just a little of punishment for what he has done in the town” Commander Alderson grinned.

	Linex's screamed in anger. “What has he done to you!?” And he unleashed a flamethrower, but it didn’t have any effect on the commander who managed to block it and Linex got frustrated about it. “I’ll take you down you will see!”.

	  “Not on my watch little brat” the commander replied still grinning.

	 


CHAPTER 21

	ROBOTIC SHOWDOWN

	 

	The fight between Linex and Commander Alderson began earnestly.

	   “Why did you have to capture him? What has he done to you!?” Linex asked quite angry.

	“He is nothing but an alien, he does not belong here with us” The commander replied vehemently.

	  “Of course he does! He may be an alien but… he deserves to live in peace he even defends us from those evil monsters” Linex retorted.

	  “Silence!” Commander Alderson snapped back and raced towards Linex. Meanwhile, Linex jumped dodging most of the attacks.

	But the commander was able to eventually land him a punch to the wall, smashing him in. Linex fell off slowly.  

	“That punch was strong, so that robot of yours is not like the rest” Linex groaned in pain.

	 “You will regret coming here, that’s for being a naive boy” Commander Alderson said pounding both fists together.

	 “Time to power up!” Linex cried, summoning every ounce of strength he unleashed his white fire aura around him, and Commander Alderson looked in shock. 

	  “So you are one of them too… no wonder you are here to rescue him” The commander noted thoughtfully.

	Linex ran towards the him and then Commander Alderson started shooting energy beams at Linex which he dodged successfully. 

	Commander Alderson used his robotic hands and blasted a powerful beam attack which Linex countered with a fire blast suppressing the beam, before kicking the robot.

	The robot fell back and Linex looked on quite satisfied. “What’s wrong? Too slow for me?”.

	Commander Alderson only smirked at that. “I’m just getting used to this, so don’t worry I’m not going hard on you… but the battle starts now”

	  “Bring it” Linex whispered, eyes fixated on the robot.

	The robot started getting more powerful and stronger, charging and recharging its power source.

	The moment that the robot finished charging it ran at full speed towards Linex, he wasn't expecting such a quick recomposure.

	He gasped in surprise. “What?”

	The robot punched Linex really hard to the air and then the robot jumped again. 

	 “Huh?” air whooshed out of his lungs. The robot then did a kick attack and Linex countered it, but the speed of the attack was really fast that Linex fell to the ground and hitting the wall and obliterating it.

	He was shaking and looking a bit injured.  “I came… to save him… and learn more but not just that… but because he does not deserve this punishment!”

	Linex powered up and ran towards the robot and then clashed into it causing a massive tremor.

	 “Give it up kid, there is nothing that you can do, after all you will also be part of his fate” Commander Alderson warned.

	 “Enough!” Linex shouted and released powerful fire blast. The smoke clouded the air. But Commander Alderson emerged out of the smoke and smashed him into the ground.

	Commander Alderson chuckled. “How can you save him if you keep letting your guard down? Is that all you got for me? Then I guess that you are not worth of saving him”

Aiden was watching the fight and was getting angrier. He hated the fact that he was seeing Linex get injured. 

	 “I can’t keep watching this… LINEX!” the old master cried and punched the box, but the box was too strong to be taken down and C. Alderson glanced at him. 

	“What is it creature? You are not going anywhere” Commander Alderson gloated.

	That was when he heard the growling deep sound.

	 “This is not all that I got”

	He turned around and looked at the smoke and saw red eyes glowing then the smoke got away from a pulse which it was Linex using his technique.

	  “What is this pathetic robot of yours? Pff, what you’re looking at? This is not over you know… or maybe it is, for you” Linex said in a deep voice.

	  “What is wrong with your eyes?” Commander Alderson asked.

	“What? This? This is just me… but better!” And a whitish red aura came out of him. Aiden saw the technique and recognized it. 

	“Oh no… this is bad that technique pushes the body past the limits and with those wounds he will probably not keep up long, he even… can’t control it… his anger took control of him” Aiden groaned to himself.

	“So then let’s start the end of you” Linex addressed the Commander.

	Just when Linex and C. Alderson started the second round, Joe and Kenry where still struggling with Brook and Tank but the battle had gotten easier since they began to work together.

	 “I see you two are still struggling, that’s a shame… I expected more of you two together” Wrath said with spite.

	“Hey, Kenry” Joe turned to Kenry.

	“What is it?” Kenry asked, regarding their opponents.

	  “What if we switch opponents rapidly?” Joe suggested.

	 “I don’t know your idea, but I think I’m starting to like it” Kenry agreed.

	Brook grinned. “What are you plotting now?”

	  “Now” Joe announced, they started to change positions fast attacking the opponents once and making the enemies confused.

	“Oh Kenry at count of three, jump…” Joe said in anticipation.

	“As you say cap’n” Kenry replied.

	 “one, two and three!” Kenry jumped and Joe got low, crossed his arms and charged both of his blasters. 

	“Oh no” Both Brook and Tank grunted in fear.

	Joe blasted with full power to both the enemies. They went flying and the energy attack made an explosion, Joe stood up and Kenry got to the ground. Kenry.

	 “Didn’t expect that from you” Kenry complimented him.

	Just follow me and the combos will work, heads up they are standing” Joe said smiling.

	Brook got out of the smoke cleaning his shoulders. “Don’t tell me that was all you got”. 

	For a moment he disappeared, and Joe was rather surprised.

	“Kenry he vanished!” Joe stopped, his eyes bulging with terror.

	  “Joe are you… what!” Kenry fell beside him.

	And Brook reappeared smiling at Kenry. “It’s been a while since I used this ability”

	Joe spat and kneeled to the ground because of a hard punch Brook landed to him. 

	“Joe!” Kenry shouted.

	Then Brook jumped to rejoin Wrath. “You see, we were just having fun with you… We knew both of you would not be a match against us” he gloated.

	Kenry looked up at them and turned to help Joe stand up.

	 “Joe… let’s do our best now” Kenry supported him, helping the latter rise to his feet.

	“It hurts” Joe grimaced.

	Kenry stared at Joe and turned around towards Wrath and Brook. “I can’t let this young boy keep fighting; I will be fighting alone for now”

	  “What a waste, I thought of a serious fight but then the boy can’t stand anymore, and you are going to face us both? Very well if that’s what you decide, then that’s what you earn” Wrath shook his head in disappointment.

	Brook frowned. “Wait, just when you take him down to his final moment, let me do the rest as the leader”

	Tank agreed. “Fine then” The both of them went at full speed towards Kenry and he smiled. 

	“Wait a second…” Tank's eyes widened. But it was too late. Kenry jumped and Joe caught the enemies off guard while charging his blaster and he attacked them again at the same time making them crash all the vehicles in the way. 

	“Nice one, I knew you were faking it” Kenry winked at him. "Just for the record"

	Joe smiled thinly. “It really hurt, but after the pain got away I quickly got that opportunity”.

	 “That’s my trickster” Kenry patted him.

	Suddenly an explosion occurred where Brook and Wrath was, which it was them and they were angry. 

	 “Seriously, you thought you won already?” Brook growled angrily.

	The clouds were turning dark. 

	“What is going on?” Joe asked in curiosity.

	Brook and Tank looked up as well and were quite confounded, the only one that was incredibly worried and scared was Kenry.

	 “No… it cannot be…” he muttered in fear.

	  “What is it?” Joe inquired.

	Kenry only looked on in stunned silence, clearly shaken by what he was seeing.

	  “Tell me Kenry!” Joe shook him.

	 “It’s Tempest she’s…” Kenry replied.

	 “What is wrong with her?” Joe asked still looking up at the darkening skies.

	  “She is… We have to go to her quickly!” Kenry screamed.

	Brook started towards them. “You are not going any…” Then his communicator rang. “urghhh… Yes? But… we were fighting them… Understood sir”

	“Who was it?” Tank asked.

	 “Commander is telling us to separate to be at each entrance of the base” Brook replied.

	  “Why?” Tank wondered.

	 “He sent thousands of soldiers, including Tanks and Helicopters… they are basically coming to take down the base with them” 

	 “They are easy to take out, why would…” Tank continued.

	“Listen to the commander, or else” Brook warned.

	 “Hmph, Fine”. They left while Kenry and Joe ran to where Tempest and the others were.

	While Kenry and Joe were going after Tempest, Linex was battling still battling Commander Alderson.

	Linex was blocking with his arms the hard attacks the robot landed on him, which for Linex was a way to defend himself since he had no intention of fleeing.

	 “What is with this robot is like it’s indestructible” he wondered to himself.

	The robot was going to punch Linex and he crossed his arms for defense, but at that same moment he faked the punch. “What!” Linex gasped.

	The robot's left arm changed into a big cannon and blasted a huge energy wave towards Linex.

	The wave got through the walls to the other side and Joe and Kenry saw it. 

	“Well Linex probably is having company in there too” he noted. 

	 


CHAPTER 22

	THE REALIZATION

	 

	As the energy wave broke through the wall, Joe and Kenry looked on at it still running towards Tempest. Joe: “Maybe I should help him”

	“Markson is with him, you don’t need to worry about anything” Kenry noted.

	“Yeah I guess you are right” Joe agreed still running.

	Kenry's eyes were suddenly dark blue with gloom. “Right now we have to help Tempest”

	“What is wrong with her?” Joe asked, still wondering about the darkening skies and raging storm. 

	 “She is losing control, and if she does completely lose it, we are goners” Kenry replied.

	 “Alright just great… so now she is a target too?” Joe said grimly.

	“I don’t like you saying that as a joke, but sincerely you’re right, but that is if she loses it" he paused as if in silent speculation.

	 “Ok let’s go now”. 

	Tempest looked down on Wrath who was smiling. He had finally been able to provoke her.

	Her eyes flashed with streaks of lightning. “You know… maybe some people don’t deserve their existence, that’s why I will take this off and show to the world who I am”

	She took her coat off and everyone watched as she controlled the thunderstorm occurring around the base. 

	“Huh… thunders? what is it, you're angry now?”

	Tempest's hair was flared up and she was silent for the moment.

	  “Tempest?” Lysie called out to her.

	  “Back… Off…” Tempest growled down at her in anger.

	 “Lysie listen! I’ll handle this… Kenry hurry I need you now” Bain motioned to Lysie, he had never seen Tempest unleash her powers to such a great extent.

	Tempest was however not moving yet, Wrath was still provoking her. 

	“Come on, if you are brave enough to take me on… will you be standing there doing nothing? That’s too bad” Wrath whined on, with a subtle smile plastered on his face.

	 “Tempest… hold yourself, you know that things may not go as planned and we even are trying our best” Bain tried soothing her.

	But she only cried in anger. “Enough… you…” She proceeded to levitate with winds around her and thunders crashing around the base, she snapped her eyes open; the corneas had assumed a yellow color. "…will pay for what you have done!” 

	 “Yes, yes! HA-HA-HA then I’m going full too!” Wrath replied. They were soon clashing and then Tempest grabbed him and threw him. 

	“Really? Throwing me? You have to be kidding” Wrath grinned sailing into mid-air.

	She however sent a thunder blast, a move she had once nicknamed the Thunder Crusher at Wrath. “Your existence is not acceptable!”

	Around the base, below, the ground was shaking. 

	“Tempest!” Bain cried.

	Kenry and Joe heard the explosion and saw Tempest in the air fighting Wrath.

	 “I’m too late” Kenry's shoulders slumped in disappointment.

	 “Let’s get to where Bain is” Joe suggested.

	  “Right” Kenry agreed, they hurried into the raging battle.

	Commander Alderson was calling on to Wrath, but his communicator was damaged because of the battle between Tempest, however Agron received it.

	 “Yes sir… Alright I will be in position” He tried to inform Wrath about the orders, but he was too busy fighting Tempest. Lysie, Kenry and Joe headed towards his direction to attack. He simply fled.

	“Wow… very scary I guess” Lysie commented watching Agron flee.

	 “Something is not quite right, I think they are planning something, we should hurry” Joe replied.

	Kenry and Joe soon arrived where Bain and Lysie were. 

	“Took you long enough" Bain said regarding his partner.

	 “Sorry for the long wait, Joe and I were having trouble with two hunters” Kenry replied.

	Bain gasped with shock. “So there is a squad of them… no wonder you took long to be here”

	 “Wait you are saying that there are two more here?” Joe asked rather astonished.

	“Yes look over there” Bain pointed at the sky.

	“Huh? Tempest!” Joe cried.

	 “Yes that is her but out of control fighting that hunter, however… where is the other one?”

	“Right he was… There he is”  

	Agron was around the destroyed vehicles when he received another call from the commander through the communicator. 

	“Yes sir? On my way then” He knew he couldn't tell Wrath about what the commander ordered because his communicator got busted. “I need to tell Wrath about the message” But then Joe and Lysie appeared.

	 “Going somewhere? I think you are going the wrong road” Joe said frowning.

	“damn these pests, I better tell the others” Agreed leaped away from them at full speed.

	 “What? where did he go?” Lysie asked.

	 “Don’t know, maybe he just got scared” Joe shrugged. 

	“Probably” Lysie replied. The ground shook, Joe and Lysie went over to see Tempest's battle against Wrath. But Kenry approached Joe. 

	“Joe you must leave to where Linex and Markson is” Kenry said.

	 “What about you guys?” Joe furthered.

	 “Don’t worry we can take this on our own, just go and help him I don’t think they are going well in there. Who knows if there can be more enemies inside this base” Kenry replied.

	Joe shook his head in the negative. “I can’t let you battle all of them, I want to help”

	  “Joe… go we can take this; I promise we will meet again and show you that we are fine… hot head” Kenry winked at him and patted him on the back.

	  “Fine then, we must go Lysie” Joe nodded his head in agreement.

	  “Got it” both she and Joe ran towards the base to find Linex and Markson, while Kenry and Bain tried to calm down Tempest’s rampage. 

	 “Kenry we must help her, even if we interrupt the battle” Bain said thoughtfully.

	Kenry replied. “Agreed or else things will get worst”

	Tempest and Wrath were clashing, dodging and using their abilities against each other, but there was a difference in power.

	 “What is this! My power may not drain so easily, but her power is rising rapidly!” Wrath cried in utmost astonishment.

	Tempest used her right hand to punch Wrath, but he dodged it, and she suddenly switched used her left hand and she punched him in the stomach, then she grabbed and threw him into the air.

	She then unleashed her thunders and Wrath used his energy blasts and their powers collided.

	  “You cannot be this strong! NO!” Wrath shouted, he stopped shooting the energy blast, got to the ground ran towards Tempest to attack her with a knife, but she dodges it. “No… I won’t lose to the likes of you!”

	While their epic fight continued, Bain had a plan to stop the fight. 

	“Kenry I have an idea… we have to get closer to her if and calm her it’s the only way” Bain suggested.

	 “On it” Kenry agreed. He headed to the battle and Tempest unleashed several thunder attacks at Kenry, but he dodged all of them. “Wake up Tempy” he said running towards her.

	She pushed away Wrath and attacked Kenry, but he dodged her attacks and punched her in the stomach.

	Tempest gasped for breath. "get away…”. She attacked Kenry multiple times, grabbed him and threw him towards Bain and they crashed into each other. 

	Bain said in anger. “I told you to calm her by talking not attacking!”. 

	Kenry stood up and said. “Bain I need you to use your power”. 

	Bain stared at Kenry confused but a sudden realization struck him, and he understood Kenry's point.

	“Fine then” Bain replied.

	  “I will distract them, and you get her” Kenry said as they resumed the battle. Tempest sent thunderbolts attacking Kenry and Bain, but they kept dodging it.

	Kenry told Bain to keep his distance between Tempest and Wrath. 

	“What about you Kenry?” Bain asked.

	 “I will handle Wrath on my own, you help my back against Tempest” Kenry replied.

	“Right back at ya” They got close to Tempest and she suddenly released an aura of electricity from her body which Wrath and Kenry got hit by and Wrath’s body began malfunctioning, but he could still see through his robotic eyes and noticed Kenry in from of him, Kenry turned to Bain and he smirked at him. “Now” Bain used his power to paralyze Tempest.

	She only got pissed off and started to move with Bain’s power still holding off her movement. “Tempest knock it off! Please recognize me!”

	And he proceeded to take off his coat to reveal a scar on his face and his hand. Tempest looked at him stopped moving, and inside of her there was darkness and suddenly she appeared saddened. 

	“Why… why us? I may be in this world safe, but this is not fair to the rest of my people to suffer” Tempest asked in despair.

	The light around her was fading as she keeps talking to herself. “I could have helped them… and I could not do anything, maybe I deserve the same fate as a punishment”. 

	Bain screamed to Tempest, and she glanced up at him. “Bain?”

	  “We may have lost many people who tried to survive in this planet but remember that not everyone can be saved, but what is most important is that you gave your best saving those around us, I am sure that those who died are grateful for your hard work and they are counting for you to keep helping those who are in danger!” Bain smiled at her.

	 “Bain…” She smiled a bit and stood up. “Thank you Bain, I understand now”

	And everything turned bright, Tempest put her hands down and Bain cancelled his powers to see if the speech worked. 

	“Thank you Bain, who would I be without you two…” Tempest moved closer towards him.

	Bain smiled and hugged her. “You are welcome Captain”

	Kenry punched Wrath with all his strength in the face and his robotic face became quite damaged.

	 “No… this cannot be happening!” Wrath said rather weak.

	Almost immediately, the rest of the hunters gathered around them

	 “Bain, Tempest… we got more company”

	And the trio braced themselves for another battle.

	 


CHAPTER 23

	THE POWER OF MASTER AND STUDENT

	 

	They all stared at each, as if transfixed by some unnatural power. Brook proceeded to talk to them, warning them about what was about to come. 

	 “You all will see the outcome when you all try to escape” Brook sneered.

	  “Exactly, so prepare yourself it’s not gonna be easy” Tank added.

	They all proceeded to take up their various positions. “Everybody got their positions?”

	  “affirmative” the other hunters chorused.

	Far away, the group could make out thousands of soldiers and vehicles coming to the base. 

	“Oh no…” Tempest moaned, she had been the one to see the incoming trying first.

	 “What is it?” Kenry asked glancing at her. Then he said why she had been worried. “Soldiers and it is not hundreds, but thousands.

	 “We are going to be surrounded”. Tempest announced and started walking towards the oncoming troops, her legs wobbled, and she fell.

	Kenry raced to her side. “Tempest! Are you alright?”

	Tempest looked at her leg, she had gotten bashed up by one of Wrath’s attacks. The laceration was deep and blood trickles out slowly.

	Kenry's shook his head in terror. “This is bad, Tempest we need a plan”

	   "yes, we surely do" Tempest replied. 

	Back in the base Joe and Lysie were still running, trying to find Linex and the others.

	 “Dang this place, it's too confusing that I cannot find Linex, Markson or Stephen” Joe muttered in frustration.

	   “I hope they are alright” Lysie said with concern.

	Joe could hear approaching footfalls and whispered sharply to Lysie. “Wait… I heard something”. The footfalls were getting closer and Joe knew someone was running towards their direction.

	 “it’s getting closer, get ready Lysie” Joe motioned to Lysie.

	 “Right!” Lysie agreed, if it was a soldier, they would knock him and proceed to keep finding Linex.

	But it was only Stephen who appeared. 

“Stephen!” they both said in surprise.

	“Have you found Linex?” Joe quickly added.

	Stephen shook his head. “Not yet but I saw the energy wave which I think it’s this way” he pointed down the hallway.

	“Alright then, lead us to them quickly" Joe said and they hurried down the hallway.

	***

	The battle between Linex and Commander Alderson was still on, Linex was lying on the ground quite injured and the commander moved towards Linex, a bright glow on his face.

	  “Well kid, I guess this is over” he chuckled, the robot drew out a sword from its right hand. Raising it high up, it was about to strike Linex.

	Sensei Aiden banged against the walls of the prison box, but nothing was working. He shouted at the top of his voice. “LINEX!”

	The robot held the sword high preparing for the strike. “It was nice to have a battle with you, but sadly this must now end”

	He swung the sword downwards, laughing. 

	 “NO!” Sensei Aiden's screamed.

	By some miracle, Markson bashed the door open making his entry. Commander Alderson stopped and whirled around to regard him. 

	“I think you used that sword wrong” Markson said, his eyes blazed with anger.

	Commander Alderson looked quite abashed. “You…” he managed to croak.

	  “Yes me… and I won’t let you hurt my son’s friends” Markson replied.

	 “After all the work you done, now you want to join another specie?” Commander Alderson asked still astonished.

	 “Hey… the more adventure, the newer things I discover, now then why won’t you fight someone on your own size?!” Markson said powering up his robot. It assumed a battle stance.

	“You will regret it then!” the commander cried, they started fighting, clashing into each other during the fight, and they began to have a wrestling match, but Commander Alderson was having an advantage. 

	 “Your robot seems to have a problem with its strength, you better upgrade it next time” he grinned and proceeded to damage Markson's robot lowering its power. 

	“Uh… Linex I need help here” Markson whispered under his breath as both robots held onto each other's fist, wrestling with wanton abandon.

	Linex was still on the ground, pain radiated through his body. He managed to stand up slowly. 

	 “Come on Linex, it’s now or never” Urilion said via telepathy.

	He stood up and saw Markson having trouble with Commander Alderson and then he saw Aiden trying to destroy the box, he was quit injured but he started to walk with his hand clutched at his shoulder reaching Aiden, but Commander Alderson pushed away Markson and jumped in front of Linex to stop him from reaching Aiden. 

	 “Where are you going brat!” he said releasing an energy wave, Linex saw it coming and he used a fire shuriken as well, causing their attacks to clash.

	However, Commander Alderson was having the advantage, while on the other hand Linex was struggling. Aiden saw that Linex was losing, but then he decided to give Linex a little of his power.

	“Linex I will give you some of my power, just hold on” Aiden said telepathically.

	Aiden’s eyes started to glow red meaning he was borrowing a little of his power to Linex. Linex was at the very edge of losing and then gets a power boost. 

	“Huh? This power…” Linex looked at his body in wonder, his wounds were healing rapidly, and his fire aura was going quite high! He felt a new lease of strength.

	Linex took advantage of the power increase he got and Markson grabbed the robot's cannon and turned it away from Linex’s energy wave. C. Alderson looked on infuriated at Markson and pushed him to Linex’s attack and he got hit by the energy wave, but he used his right arm to defend himself, just when the attack finished, the arm was badly damaged.

	 “Could you just put that attack away from me right after I pushed away this robot’s blast?” Markson asked.

	Linex apologized. “Yikes, sorry about that he-he… and it's not my fault that your robot is weaker than his”

	 "It’s alright… wait what did you say?" Markson inquired.

	Linex smiled. "absolutely nothing... He-he"

	 "I heard it..." He insisted, looking at Linex.

	 "Then why did you ask!" Linex chuckled, then his eyes grew wide with terror. "Look out!" the words were hardly out, Commander Alderson had already grabbed Markson’s robot from behind and threw him from one wall to another.

	In one moment Linex launched a surprise attack against Alderson trying to help Markson recover. Commander Alderson however slapped Linex away next to the box and C. Alderson headed towards Linex, desperate for the kill.

	Sensei Aiden's powers could never be used while inside the box because it had a program that eliminates the power a possessor has; he only can borrow its power. Linex stood up and saw the cannon charging to maximum, then he got in front of the box.

	 “Uggh…” Commander Alderson grunted.

	 “Tell me, will you destroy the box and let the strongest enemy escape? Or would you surrender? You decided” Linex asked, knowing he had the commander in a tight corner.

	Commander Alderson was putting his cannon down, when Aiden knocked and as Linex looked back to see what he wanted, he made signs with his hands. Linex understood the signs, then Commander Alderson smirked and raised his cannon and was about to release his blast but suddenly he dropped his smile when Linex used his power against the box’s power source and destroyed it completely, after destroying it Commander Alderson got very angry.

	 “Curse you” Commander Alderson groaned. The smoke around the explosion of the box had stunned Linex and Aiden’s eyes glowed red, they pushed the smoke away from them. 

	“I knew you would get here to rescue me” his master smiled at him, patting his head.

	  “Of course, I would not let them capture you and make you suffer for no reason, for me you deserve my respect for the help you gave me in the training… I really owe you” Linex replied. “Thank you” he added.

	  "It’s alright my son… we still have more training to do when we get out of here” the master replied.

	Linex laughed “You know that” he agreed. Both of them powered up and Markson got in their back. 

	 “I really need to do the battle pose" Markson said.

	 “Ha-ha-ha, seriously? Ok then let’s do this!” Linex declared.

	 “No… NO!” Alderson activated all the shields in the robot; a lot of miniguns and missiles appeared from the robot and he shot everything towards them. 

	Linex and Aiden ran dodging all the missiles and running on the walls fleeing from the bullets while in one-part Aiden got shot in the leg and he fell to the ground, Linex saw him and then went after him but Alderson stopped all the shooting and went after Linex and grabbed him. 

	 “I will crush you for what you have done!” he said bitterly crushing Linex’s body, Linex screamed and Aiden heard him

	“NO!” Aiden screamed.

	He saw Linex and cried with rage. “Linex!” Aiden could not move and Markson ran towards Alderson and grabbed the robot. Alderson let go of Linex and proceeded to deal with Markson.

	 “Old man use your ultimate attack with Linex quick, that is if you have one!” Markson cried.

	 “Huh? Understood” Aiden moped in wonder, then an idea struck him. He went towards Linex who was injured and almost unconscious with all the damage he had gotten.

	  “Linex… let’s finish this once and for all” Aiden said supporting his student.

	  “Ai… den… …” he groaned in pain.

	 “Huh… Linex stay there then, I’ll do this” Aiden stood back and then started charging his fire energy wave. “You will pay for what you have done to him… all the damage you did to these people and those who were defenseless by your hands, I will give my all in this one…”.

	Markson who was still struggling with Commander Alderson screamed at Aiden. “DO IT ALREADY!”

	  “What about you!?” Aiden asked a bit surprised.

	 “Just blast my robot from the back to hold him off!” Markson shouted back, as he held onto Commander Alderson's robot.

	 “But… If you say so…”. Sensei Aiden got ready to release the wave and he screamed. “I have not used this one in a long while… RETALIATE BLAST!”.

	He blasted Markson’s robot from the back pushing them to the wall.

	 “Wait! NO!” Alderson screamed in terror.

	Sensei Aiden was still because the energy wave was not doing anything. “No… soon my power will be drained” he croaked with dismay.

	He saw Linex standing by his side. 

	“Linex…” he said in wonder.

	Linex smiled and gave him a thumbs up and Aiden smirked too. 

	 “TOGETHER! ARRRHHH!” they shouted, and the energy wave got thrown Markson’s robot and it hit Alderson. 

	 “He-he… see you… all… soon” Commander Alderson was only a hologram, they destroyed both robots making the energy wave go out of the area which Kenry and the others saw. 

	 “They did it” Kenry said excitedly.

	  “Of course they did" Tempest smiled thinly.

	The energy wave stopped and just when everything had finished Linex and Aiden fell on their knees. 

	 “We did it Lin…” Sensei Aiden's started, but Linex fell to the ground at that moment.

	  “Linex! Wake up! Oh no, he is unconscious again… don’t worry we will get out of this one quick” Aiden groaned.

	Out from the destruction of the machines, a shadow appeared. Aiden was quite weak from the last attack they had launched, but he would stand and fight 

	it.


CHAPTER 24

	CRASHING ESCAPE

	“Who is that? Show yourself!” Sensei Aiden shouted at the top of his voice.

	“Stop! It’s me Markson, I’m too old to die!” Markson chuckled at that.

	  “Oh… it’s you…” Aiden replied, they stared at each other for a while. Aiden was about to say something to him but then Joe, Lysie and Stephen showed up. 

	 “Found you guys! Is everything alright?” Joe asked relieved.

	“Yes, we have finished overheating the cables and the systems out of that robot… well, including mine" Markson broke down in tears and everyone looked at him confused. 

	Joe only sighed. “cheer up, you can always build one dad”

	Lysie interrupted the conversation screaming at everyone desperately. “There is no time to talk, we have to move now!”

	 “Oh… yeah dad let’s go. I’ll carry Linex, Aiden” Joe offered.

	  “Of course” Sensei Aiden agreed.

	They all ran out of the pulverized hallway to find the exit, but suddenly they ran into a platform, lined up with jets and spaceships. 

	“Where are we?” Joe asked, he was still carrying Linex on his back.

	 “I suppose that this is the military’s air force” Markson pointed out.

	 “Let’s keep moving” Lysie said and they moved ahead.

	Aiden was trying to run normally but the injury in his leg was getting worse and he fell to the ground. 

	 “Aiden!” Lysie hurried to his side and fell to her knees to see the injury Aiden had sustained.

	 “Oh no, this is bad… you should not have pushed yourself with that injury in your leg” Lysie looked on sadly.

	  “There is no time for this” Aiden whispered sharply under his breath, he winced in pain and tried to stand up, but he fell again.

	Joe turned to Markson. “I’ll carry Aiden” he informed his father. "Take Linex"

	Joe tried to pick him up, but he was too heavy for him and it didn't matter that he tried over and over, nothing was working. 

	 “How many you weigh? Nine hundred pounds?” Joe blurted out sarcastically.

	Sensei Aiden laughed at that. “I don’t weight so much”

	 “Oh I think is my arms their damaged because of the previous battle… then how are we going to get out of here?” Joe wondered.

	Suddenly a call came in, it was from Tempest. 

	“Hello?” Lysie said.

	“Just wanted to let you know that you guys must do something different than escaping from the entrance” Tempest warned.

	“What are you talking about? Why?” Lysie asked.

	“Because the army surrounded us” Tempest informed her, thousands of military soldiers and military vehicles were waiting for them to make their move.

	Brook addressed The Blood Borne Hood. “You have no option to get out of here! Ha-ha-ha!! Tell me you will try to escape from the entrance? You must already be aware that’s futile! Look how many we are! The nine of you will stop us? Don’t make me laugh!” he chortled at his own words.

	 “What if we do the…” Kenry looked on quite anxious and a little nervous.

	Tempest only replied. "We fight and make our escape and yes Kenry… if it’s the only option then we must do it"

	Brook stopped laughing. “Then we will exterminate you"

	Brook powered up his energy beams, Agron floated above him and generated electric waves around his forearms, while Tank slammed his fists in his palm.

	  “This is our full power of The Interceptor Hunters. Let's show our full power, don’t hold anything back, except for Wrath”

	Wrath was all damaged, but he could battle without using his full power. “Shut… up… Brook” he muttered.

	Tempest stared at them; she was talking to Lysie through her one side wireless headphone. “There is no way for you to escape, we can escape without any problem by vanishing. However, if you have a plan to escape from here, then we will buy you some time”

	  “Alright thanks for the info. Guys we have a problem” Lysie said informing the other members of the team.

	 “What is it?” Joe and Markson asked.

	“We can’t escape the military, so we must plan something, now what can we plan...?” Lysie furthered.

	Markson coughed and they all looked at a huge spaceship in the middle of the area. 

	 “You are thinking of what I’m thinking?” Stephen asked.

	Markson smirked. “Of course, yes. Let's go!"

	They got inside the spaceship and Lysie contacted Tempest. 

	“Tempest! We got an idea, we're going to try to escape through a spaceship, we found several ships in the Air Force” Lysie informed.

	“But what if you can make it? Besides you can’t drive”. Tempest said doubtfully.

	“Who said I’m driving? Not to worry, I think Markson can fly it and we would come for you guys"

	Tempest listened carefully and accepted the plan. “Good, we will distract them until you all are prepared”

	After Lysie finished talking to her “Hope to meet up again” She waved.

	“Wait!” Markson interrupted their conversation. “Take this with you” Markson handed the hard drive to Tempest.

	“What is this for?” Tempest asked confused.

	“Take it to a store hidden in the city, I bet you know the owner his name is Keven” Markson gave information to Tempest.

	“Understood” Tempest accepted.

	After the conversation, Markson started the engines and Joe asked Aiden about what had happened inside in the base. “Who was battling you guys?”

	 “The commander, we have destroyed his robot, but the commander was only a hologram inside, however it was difficult to beat it which it caused Linex to faint, and he also has the wounds in his body, what happened before you arrived?” Sensei Aiden narrated the battle and asked Joe.

	  "We had battled people who have powers like you, and right now they are on our side for now” Joe said to him.

	Sensei Aiden looked a bit shocked. “People with powers, oh no… impossible, is it flame powers?”

	  “No” Joe replied abruptly.

	Aiden thought about this. “So they must be holl…”.

	The engine soon started interrupting Aiden, “Everybody on aboard! Next stop on the nowhere!” Markson announced.

	Outside the base. Tempest, Bain and Kenry were talking to the hunters distracting them while the spaceship takes off. “So what are you going to do? Destroy your own base just because we dominate it?" Tempest whined.

	 “You sure are a loudmouth” Brook spat back.

	Tempest smirked, Kenry and Bain were confused until they found out what she was doing; it was part of the plan which both puts on dark glasses. 

	“Ha-ha-ha, metal scrap!” Kenry laughed pointing at Wrath.

	“You… are… so… going… to regret… that” Wrath growled.

	Bain chipped in. “Wow, I just can’t believe that they are working for someone especially when they are targets to humanity as well”

	 “Right!” Tempest and Kenry chorused.

	Brook picked the communicator and talked to the commander. “Now?” he asked, very anxious to fight.

	 “Almost” was the simple answer of the commander.

	“We are taking off!” Markson shouted over the roar of the powered-up engines on the spaceship.

	“Do you know how to drive this?” Joe asked.

	“Of course I do, I even have license on it” Markson replied.

	He showed his paper made license. 

	 “Uhh… dad that is fake” Joe frowned glancing at the paper.

	 “No it's not! Anyhow, here we go!” They took off getting closer to the roof. Tempest knew what to do, just when she heard the place shaking it meant that they were leaving. 

	 “Kenry, Bain… close your eyes” Tempest instructed.

	 “What? Oh no…” Bain grunted in surprise.

	Tempest had a smile on her face, her hair flaring up in the wind. “Yes”

	She started floating and Brook got ready. He took his blaster out aiming at Tempest. 

	“THOUNSAND LIGHTING-BOLTS!” Tempest screamed. And everything went white, everyone couldn’t see what was happening. Then the spaceship broke through the roof and at that moment Brook fired off a blast that hit one of the spaceship wheels. 

	 “What is that light?” Joe asked peering out a window.

	  “Tempest is doing this I told her we were coming for them, but I guess we couldn’t” Lysie sadly replied. They left and got into the stratosphere. 

	 “Goodluck my comrades” Tempest shouted after them and they disappeared from the base.

	Team Magna got into the exosphere. 

	“So… now what? Should we just go to the other side of the planet?” Joe asked balefully.

	“WHAT!? Are you crazy! We can’t stay here anymore” Markson said almost quite sadly. “My poor creatures”. Markson lied down and started to cry.

	Joe ignored Markson’s breakdown since he knows he is just messing around but nodded in agreement. “he’s right about not staying anymore, but now what can we do?”

	Markson stoop up quickly “I got another place where we can go, it will take about eight hours” Markson informed them.

	 “EIGHT HOURS!” they shouted in surprise.

	 "Or less, I don’t know but you all must be patient!” Markson added.

	To pass the time, they all played arm wrestling, it was Lysie against Joe where he won, he started to laugh but Lysie punched him in the face and everybody also laughed.

	After arm wrestling, they started playing chess and it was Markson against Stephen; and Stephen won outrightly but Markson got mad and pulled off a ray gun and everybody jumped towards him to stop him.

	At that same moment asteroids were in the path and Markson jumped and started to control the ship to avoid them all.

	About three hours later, Joe and Markson stared at each other and started playing a videogame called fighter fighting which Markson won and Joe got pissed.

	 “Are we there yet?” Lysie asked.

	  “No” Markson replied.

	“Are we there yet?” Stephen chimed in.

	  “No” Markson repeated.

	 “Are we there yet?” Sensei Aiden asked.

	“No” Markson kept repeating

	  “Are we… there… yet?” came the voice of Linex.

	 “NO! wait… Linex?!” they all shouted in astonishment.

	 “Linex! you woke up!” Lysie hurried to his side.

	"Long sleep I got right?” Joe asked grinning at his friend.

	 “Totally” Linex agreed.

	 “Hey guys we finally arrived” Markson announced.

	 “Thank goodness” a sigh of relief escaped everyone's lips.

	“Prepare yourself we are entering the atmosphere they were landing, but an alarm started to sound in the ship" Markson said, and his eyes grew wide. “What the…?” 

	He searched through the computers and it was the wheel that had gotten busted. 

	 “What is it?” Linex asked.

	 “The wheel got destroyed we can’t land properly but we can still get to the ground safe” Markson replied.

	“Great at least!” Joe said.

	 “Huh… back to home I never expected this, but oh well like if we have another option” Markson grunted.

	 “Hey Markson, thanks for the help” Lysie said, she smiled at Markson and he smirked a little. 

	 “No problem”

	Out of nowhere, a blast hit the ship while it was getting close to the ground. The ship was about to explode from the heavy shot received, when Markson grabbed Lysie and Stephen and used his shield barrier around themselves. 

	 “Dad!” Joe cried.

	 “Don’t worry you are able to resist the ship including Aiden and Linex, Joe use your barrier with your arms and legs” Markson informed him.

	 “Dad wait!” Joe activated his barrier and ran towards Markson.

	“Aiden!” Linex cried and he pick him up fast and got out from the ship few seconds before the ship exploded, and everything went in black. 

	After a while, Linex opened his eyes, he survived the explosion using his flames but was lying on bare grass about to pass out and then he saw two blurry figures moving towards him.

	 “Who… are… you.." Linex croaked and darkness descended again.

	 

	This story will continue…
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