
        
            
                
            
        

     
   
    A-a-spicy-a-sneak-a-preview…-a- 
 
      
 
    "I-a-have-a-use-a-for-a-you."-a-He-a-leaned-a-in-a-and-a-nipped-a-at-a-her-a-jaw-a-and-a-she-a-wiggled-a-to-a-get-a-closer,-a-Goddess,-a-help-a-her,-a-she-a-wanted-a-to-a-be-a-close-a-to-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-latched-a-onto-a-her-a-earlobe-a-with-a-his-a-teeth-a-and-a-at-a-the-a-same-a-slip-a-his-a-fingers-a-past-a-her-a-pussy-a-lips.-a-He-a-spread-a-around-a-her-a-wetness-a-as-a-he-a-circled-a-her-a-clit-a-and-a-this-a-time-a-she-a-did-a-moan. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-was-a-so-a-loud,-a-it-a-embarrassed-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Do-a-you-a-want-a-to-a-cum-a-for-a-me,-a-Marina?"-a-he-a-asked-a-her,-a-his-a-voice-a-mildly-a-curious. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-nodded-a-her-a-head,-a-her-a-red-a-hair-a-falling-a-onto-a-her-a-face.-a-She-a-jerked-a-her-a-hips-a-and-a-tried-a-to-a-ride-a-his-a-fingers-a-to-a-find-a-some-a-release. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Yes,-a-my-a-lord,-a-please."-a-She-a-whimpered.-a-Suddenly,-a-before-a-she-a-knew-a-it,-a-his-a-hand-a-was-a-tight-a-around-a-her-a-throat,-a-startling-a-her-a-away-a-from-a-pleasure. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Then-a-you're-a-going-a-to-a-have-a-to-a-earn-a-it."-a-He-a-said-a-cruelly,-a-angling-a-her-a-face-a-to-a-one-a-side,-a-licking-a-her-a-neck. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-pushed-a-her-a-to-a-her-a-knees-a-at-a-the-a-same-a-petting-a-her-a-hair-a-with-a-a-a-gentle-a-hand.-a-He-a-slid-a-one-a-finger-a-under-a-her-a-chin,-a-forcing-a-her-a-to-a-meet-a-his-a-eyes. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "So,-a-earn-a-it,-a-darling." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Yes,-a-my-a-lord."-a-She-a-whispered. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Marina-a-might-a-have-a-been-a-a-a-peasant-a-but-a-she-a-wasn't-a-stupid.-a-Using-a-her-a-fingers-a-to-a-undo-a-the-a-silver-a-buckle-a-of-a-his-a-pants,-a-she-a-was-a-pleasantly-a-impressed-a-at-a-the-a-size-a-of-a-his-a-cock.-a-It-a-was-a-long-a-and-a-thick-a-and-a-she-a-shuddered-a-at-a-the-a-thought-a-of-a-being-a-impaled-a-on-a-its-a-length. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-leaned-a-forward,-a-her-a-tongue-a-licking-a-the-a-underside,-a-moaning-a-at-a-the-a-taste-a-of-a-him.-a-When-a-she-a-got-a-to-a-the-a-head,-a-she-a-ran-a-her-a-tongue-a-over-a-the-a-tiny-a-slit.-a-His-a-cock-a-was-a-rock-a-hard-a-and-a-like-a-velvet-a-and-a-Marina-a-was-a-eager-a-to-a-work-a-him-a-in-a-her-a-mouth. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-let-a-out-a-a-a-hiss-a-of-a-desire-a-and-a-Marina-a-was-a-pleased-a-that-a-she-a-could-a-elicit-a-a-a-response-a-from-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Encouraged-a-now,-a-she-a-took-a-as-a-much-a-of-a-him-a-as-a-she-a-possibly-a-could,-a-sliding-a-her-a-mouth-a-up-a-and-a-down. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-felt-a-him-a-grip-a-her-a-hair,-a-painfully,-a-"Deeper-a-Marina,-a-I-a-know-a-that-a-whore-a-mouth-a-can-a-handle-a-so-a-much-a-more." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Marina,-a-snuggled-a-up-a-closer-a-to-a-him,-a-grabbing-a-onto-a-his-a-hips-a-and-a-she-a-pushed-a-his-a-cock-a-deeper-a-into-a-her-a-throat.-a-She-a-paused-a-for-a-a-a-moment,-a-her-a-instinct-a-to-a-push-a-away.-a-His-a-fist-a-in-a-her-a-hair-a-stopped-a-her-a-though-a-as-a-he-a-finished-a-the-a-job-a-for-a-her.-a-Her-a-nose-a-was-a-almost-a-touching-a-his-a-abdomen-a-and-a-her-a-eyes-a-watered. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    With-a-her-a-mouth-a-stretched-a-wide,-a-he-a-moved-a-in-a-and-a-out-a-slowly-a-at-a-first.-a-Then-a-with-a-a-a-vicious-a-thrust-a-he-a-pushed-a-himself-a-deeper-a-into-a-her-a-throat.-a-Marina-a-panicked-a-for-a-moment,-a-convulsing-a-around-a-him-a-but-a-that-a-seemed-a-to-a-urge-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Gods,"-a-he-a-gritted. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Marina-a-sucked-a-in-a-air-a-through-a-her-a-nose-a-and-a-let-a-herself-a-give-a-into-a-the-a-Warlord-a-as-a-he-a-face-fucked-a-her.-a-When-a-she-a-felt-a-him-a-pulse-a-in-a-her-a-mouth,-a-she-a-thought-a-for-a-sure-a-he-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-come-a-deep-a-in-a-her-a-throat-a-but-a-he-a-didn't. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-pushed-a-her-a-away-a-from-a-him-a-and-a-toward-a-a-a-table-a-that-a-she-a-hadn't-a-noticed-a-when-a-she-a-walked-a-in. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Get-a-up-a-there-a-and-a-stretch-a-yourself-a-out."-a-He-a-demanded-a-stripping-a-his-a-pants,-a-his-a-thick-a-cock-a-still-a-hard. 
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord’s-a-Demand 
 
      
 
    "There!-a-Through-a-the-a-grove,-a-she's-a-gone-a-through-a-the-a-grove!"-a-a-a-male-a-yelled-a-making-a-her-a-back-a-tense. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Keep-a-coming-a-this-a-way,-a-she-a-thought-a-desperately-a-as-a-she-a-willed-a-her-a-legs-a-to-a-pull-a-her-a-faster-a-through-a-the-a-trees. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-have-a-a-a-hard-a-time-a-not-a-getting-a-caught,-a-that-a-much-a-was-a-obvious,-a-but-a-as-a-she-a-had-a-evacuated-a-the-a-last-a-of-a-her-a-people-a-out-a-of-a-the-a-village-a-that-a-had-a-once-a-been-a-her-a-own-a-asylum,-a-she-a-had-a-realized-a-this-a-was-a-her-a-only-a-her-a-alternative. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-had-a-been-a-her-a-last-a-one. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Fuck!"-a-Siyura-a-cursed-a-as-a-she-a-came-a-upon-a-rock-a-wall-a-that-a-jutted-a-sharply-a-away-a-from-a-the-a-ground.-a-She-a-looked-a-over-a-her-a-shoulder-a-and-a-could-a-see-a-the-a-gold-a-emblems-a-of-a-her-a-enemies-a-flashing-a-as-a-they-a-corralled-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-hooked-a-her-a-foot-a-into-a-an-a-opening-a-in-a-the-a-stone-a-and-a-hoisted-a-herself-a-quickly-a-up,-a-fear-a-and-a-reality-a-making-a-her-a-heart-a-pound-a-painfully-a-in-a-her-a-chest. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    You-a-can-a-do-a-this-a-Siyura,-a-don't-a-stop-a-now,-a-you're-a-not-a-far-a-enough! 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Stop!"-a-someone-a-yelled-a-from-a-below-a-her-a-and-a-Siyura-a-looked-a-down-a-to-a-see-a-the-a-gathering-a-at-a-the-a-bottom-a-of-a-the-a-rock-a-wall,-a-preparing-a-an-a-air-shot-a-canister-a-to-a-try-a-and-a-shoot-a-her-a-down. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-climbed-a-faster-a-trying-a-not-a-to-a-let-a-her-a-fear-a-make-a-her-a-sloppy.-a-From-a-behind-a-her,-a-she-a-heard-a-the-a-sound-a-of-a-something-a-dislodging-a-at-a-a-a-quick-a-rate.-a-When-a-the-a-rock-a-beside-a-her-a-exploded-a-she-a-let-a-out-a-a-a-cry-a-and-a-the-a-right-a-side-a-of-a-her-a-body-a-lost-a-its-a-balance-a-and-a-she-a-had-a-to-a-hang-a-from-a-one-a-hand-a-to-a-regroup. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Give-a-it-a-up,-a-Lady!"-a-The-a-general-a-of-a-the-a-hunting-a-party-a-yelled-a-up-a-at-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Not-a-until-a-I'm-a-dead. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-got-a-herself-a-together-a-and-a-shoved-a-her-a-right-a-foot-a-into-a-a-a-rock-a-crevice.-a-Using-a-her-a-resolve,-a-she-a-propelled-a-herself-a-forward-a-and-a-smiled-a-when-a-she-a-heard-a-angry-a-words-a-flung-a-her-a-way.-a-Siyura-a-almost-a-laughed-a-aloud-a-when-a-she-a-got-a-over-a-the-a-ledge,-a-her-a-fingers-a-gripping-a-the-a-soft-a-grass. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-didn't-a-even-a-look-a-back-a-when-a-she-a-got-a-up,-a-just-a-kept-a-running-a-toward-a-her-a-last-a-chance.-a-All-a-she-a-had-a-to-a-do-a-was-a-make-a-it-a-to-a-the-a-Continental-a-River-a-where-a-there-a-would-a-be-a-hope-a-to-a-reunite-a-her-a-with-a-the-a-people-a-she-a-had-a-fought-a-so-a-hard-a-to-a-protect. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    And-a-Arelia. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-crew-a-that-a-had-a-been-a-arranged-a-to-a-rescue-a-her-a-last-a-minute-a-were-a-quite-a-clear-a-that-a-she-a-needed-a-to-a-be-a-there-a-on-a-time.-a-There-a-had-a-been-a-frustration-a-and-a-high-a-tempers-a-when-a-she-a-refused-a-until-a-she-a-could-a-evacuate-a-her-a-people-a-to-a-protective-a-factions-a-that-a-she-a-could-a-trust. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    When-a-Arvaka-a-had-a-become-a-a-a-casualty-a-in-a-a-a-bid-a-for-a-territory-a-by-a-the-a-Empirical-a-State-a-of-a-Haldane,-a-it-a-had-a-never-a-occurred-a-to-a-anyone-a-in-a-the-a-coastal-a-city-a-that-a-they-a-would-a-be-a-one-a-of-a-the-a-first-a-to-a-be-a-invaded-a-and-a-desecrated.-a-Siyura-a-had-a-tried-a-to-a-make-a-the-a-Advisors-a-of-a-her-a-stepfather-a-listen-a-to-a-reason.-a-She-a-had-a-seen-a-the-a-greed-a-and-a-aggression-a-Haldane-a-had-a-unleashed.-a-When-a-there-a-had-a-been-a-blatant-a-bloodshed-a-as-a-a-a-warning-a-of-a-war,-a-Siyura-a-and-a-a-a-select-a-few-a-who-a-weren't-a-blind,-a-had-a-overthrown-a-the-a-Advisor's.-a-She-a-had-a-taken-a-up-a-as-a-Regent-a-because-a-her-a-sister-a-wasn't-a-apt-a-for-a-war. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Arvaka-a-had-a-been-a-the-a-last-a-to-a-cede-a-to-a-defeat-a-and-a-if-a-Siyura-a-could-a-make-a-it-a-just-a-a-a-few-a-more-a-steps—her-a-beloved-a-capital-a-would-a-remain-a-unconquered. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-blue-a-reflected-a-off-a-the-a-river-a-in-a-the-a-moonlight-a-that-a-was-a-inappropriate-a-in-a-its-a-beauty.-a-Siyura-a-had-a-never-a-in-a-her-a-life-a-been-a-so-a-happy-a-to-a-see-a-the-a-large-a-mass-a-of-a-water. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-fight-a-wasn't-a-over.-a-Arvaka-a-hadn't-a-fallen.-a-Not-a-yet. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Suddenly,-a-as-a-if-a-some-a-higher-a-God-a-that-a-wasn't-a-on-a-her-a-side,-a-Siyura's-a-luck-a-changed.-a-Out-a-of-a-the-a-dense-a-trees-a-on-a-the-a-bank,-a-a-a-group-a-of-a-men-a-stepped-a-out,-a-their-a-weapons-a-poised-a-for-a-intent.-a-Siyura-a-didn't-a-give-a-into-a-hopelessness;-a-not-a-when-a-there-a-were-a-only-a-six-a-of-a-them.-a-Keeping-a-her-a-pace,-a-she-a-pulled-a-out-a-her-a-blades-a-that-a-had-a-been-a-her-a-constant-a-companions-a-throughout-a-this-a-damned-a-ordeal. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    They-a-hadn't-a-let-a-her-a-down-a-yet. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-men,-a-who-a-were-a-already-a-well-a-acquainted-a-with-a-her-a-temper,-a-didn't-a-even-a-try-a-to-a-stop-a-her-a-just-a-moved-a-forward-a-to-a-answer-a-her-a-call-a-of-a-violence. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Turning-a-on-a-her-a-foot-a-so-a-she-a-was-a-behind-a-first-a-man-a-she-a-encountered,-a-she-a-arched-a-blade-a-before-a-it-a-sliced-a-into-a-the-a-vital-a-artery-a-in-a-his-a-neck.-a-Not-a-slowing-a-she-a-let-a-her-a-weapons-a-speak-a-for-a-her.-a-The-a-rage-a-that-a-had-a-been-a-slowly-a-building-a-up-a-since-a-the-a-first-a-attack-a-vibrated-a-with-a-each-a-blocked-a-hit-a-and-a-strike.-a-The-a-blood-a-splatter-a-on-a-her-a-skin-a-and-a-the-a-screams-a-of-a-pain-a-made-a-pleasure-a-swim-a-around-a-her-a-brain. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    When-a-she-a-stood-a-in-a-front-a-of-a-two-a-of-a-the-a-remaining-a-men,-a-she-a-bared-a-her-a-teeth-a-in-a-a-a-smile. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Stand-a-down,-a-Lady.-a-You're-a-not-a-going-a-to-a-make-a-it-a-out-a-alive-a-if-a-you-a-continue-a-this-a-way.-a-Arvaka-a-has-a-been-a-taken."-a-A-a-soldier-a-spat-a-his-a-anger-a-at-a-his-a-fallen-a-comrades. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    But-a-Siyura-a-would-a-never-a-be-a-degraded-a-by-a-being-a-killed-a-by-a-a-a-little-a-footling. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Swords-a-up-a-men-a-and-a-make-a-this-a-fight-a-count."-a-She-a-taunted-a-making-a-their-a-faces-a-twist-a-in-a-anger. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-mouthy-a-one-a-attack-a-her-a-first,-a-his-a-blade-a-meeting-a-hers-a-with-a-amateur-a-precision.-a-He-a-was-a-letting-a-his-a-emotion-a-rule-a-the-a-steel-a-in-a-his-a-hand.-a-When-a-she-a-feigned-a-faltering,-a-he-a-brought-a-his-a-sword-a-high-a-to-a-cut-a-her-a-down.-a-Leaving-a-his-a-vulnerabilities-a-wide-a-open. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-brought-a-her-a-weapon-a-up-a-and-a-like-a-cutting-a-through-a-butter,-a-she-a-sliced-a-him-a-down. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-remaining-a-soldier-a-looked-a-on-a-in-a-horror-a-at-a-his-a-brother-a-dying-a-and-a-fell-a-back-a-onto-a-his-a-ass.-a-Slowly,-a-Siyura-a-continued-a-forward-a-her-a-steps-a-steady.-a-The-a-soldier-a-ripped-a-his-a-eyes-a-away-a-from-a-the-a-dying-a-man-a-and-a-scrambled-a-to-a-his-a-knees. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Please,-a-Lady....-a-please,-a-have-a-mercy-a-on-a-me,-a-I-a-beg-a-of-a-you."-a-He-a-cried-a-throwing-a-his-a-weapon-a-away-a-from-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-tilted-a-her-a-head-a-not-a-sure-a-what-a-she-a-was-a-hearing. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Mercy?-a-He-a-asked-a-her-a-for-a-mercy. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Don't-a-be-a-ridiculous."-a-She-a-said,-a-dispassionately-a-attacking-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-didn't-a-even-a-turn-a-to-a-look-a-at-a-her-a-handiwork,-a-she-a-had-a-seen-a-enough-a-of-a-it-a-for-a-the-a-past-a-two-a-years. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-hurried-a-to-a-the-a-private-a-dock-a-east-a-of-a-the-a-main-a-port-a-behind-a-the-a-city.-a-She-a-smiled-a-seriously-a-this-a-time-a-when-a-saw-a-a-a-small-a-craft-a-waiting-a-for-a-her.-a-The-a-smell-a-of-a-fresh-a-water-a-and-a-mud-a-gathered-a-in-a-her-a-nose-a-as-a-she-a-rushed-a-onto-a-the-a-crooked-a-wooden-a-dock. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Hello?-a-Cera?-a-I'm-a-here!-a-I-a-made-a-it!"-a-she-a-called. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-climbed-a-onto-a-the-a-carrier-a-and-a-saw-a-no-a-one-a-on-a-the-a-deck.-a-She-a-turned-a-towards-a-the-a-enclosed-a-haul-a-and-a-heard-a-movement-a-from-a-down-a-the-a-steps.-a-Siyura-a-in-a-her-a-urgency-a-to-a-be-a-gone-a-paid-a-no-a-heed-a-to-a-the-a-warning-a-thrill-a-the-a-raised-a-the-a-hair-a-on-a-the-a-back-a-of-a-her-a-neck.-a-Coming-a-down-a-the-a-steps-a-she-a-cautiously-a-looked-a-around-a-the-a-lower-a-deck-a-but-a-saw-a-nothing-a-through-a-the-a-darkness.-a-There-a-was-a-obviously-a-no-a-one-a-to-a-meet-a-her-a-which-a-meant-a-that-a-somehow-a-the-a-operation-a-had-a-been-a-compromised. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-lifted-a-her-a-hand,-a-"Incitie."-a-Energy-a-gathered-a-in-a-her-a-hand,-a-the-a-frenzied-a-collision-a-of-a-air-a-made-a-it-a-spark-a-until-a-finally-a-it-a-caught-a-fire.-a-The-a-blaze-a-cast-a-a-a-soft-a-glow-a-around-a-her-a-and-a-Siyura-a-had-a-to-a-stifle-a-her-a-rage.-a-All-a-around-a-her-a-were-a-pieces-a-of-a-her-a-rescue-a-squadron;-a-the-a-small-a-of-a-decaying-a-flesh-a-told-a-her-a-that-a-they-a-had-a-been-a-dead-a-on-a-arrival. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Above-a-her,-a-she-a-heard-a-the-a-creaking-a-of-a-wood-a-and-a-quickly-a-she-a-extinguished-a-the-a-fire-a-in-a-her-a-palm.-a-Goddess-a-above,-a-she-a-did-a-not-a-come-a-this-a-far-a-to-a-have-a-that-a-little-a-piss-a-ant-a-Braydor-a-corner-a-her-a-now.-a-She-a-could-a-see-a-his-a-narrow-a-face-a-in-a-her-a-mind,-a-leering-a-at-a-her-a-as-a-he-a-had-a-before-a-when-a-he-a-thought-a-he-a-had-a-her-a-in-a-his-a-grasp. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-smiled-a-savagely-a-into-a-the-a-darkness,-a-he-a-had-a-yet-a-to-a-trap-a-her,-a-and-a-she-a-was-a-sure-a-now-a-would-a-be-a-no-a-different. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Lifting-a-her-a-booted-a-foot,-a-she-a-kicked-a-over-a-a-a-table.-a-The-a-creaking-a-above-a-her-a-stopped-a-and-a-Siyura-a-slid-a-into-a-the-a-shadows-a-waiting-a-for-a-her-a-prey. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    After-a-a-a-moment,-a-she-a-heard-a-footsteps,-a-but-a-they-a-didn't-a-come-a-toward-a-her-a-and-a-her-a-face-a-crinkled-a-in-a-confusion.-a-It-a-sounded-a-as-a-if-a-they-a-were-a-going-a-back-a-to-a-the-a-dock-a-and-a-for-a-a-a-moment-a-a-a-tendril-a-of-a-panic-a-rose-a-in-a-her-a-chest.-a-She-a-had,-a-like-a-an-a-inexperience-a-soldier,-a-trapped-a-herself-a-in-a-an-a-enclosed-a-cabin-a-on-a-the-a-water. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Bracing-a-her-a-weapons-a-and-a-hugging-a-the-a-wall,-a-she-a-slowly-a-walked-a-up-a-the-a-steps. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    There-a-was-a-no-a-one-a-awaiting-a-her-a-but-a-something-a-in-a-the-a-air-a-felt-a-charged-a-and-a-wrong. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-quickly-a-climbed-a-off-a-the-a-boat-a-trying-a-to-a-figure-a-what-a-it-a-was.-a-It-a-didn't-a-feel-a-like-a-it-a-did-a-when-a-Braydor-a-was-a-breathing-a-down-a-her-a-neck. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    This-a-felt-a-dead-a-and-a-unnatural. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-felt-a-her-a-arms-a-and-a-legs-a-move-a-off-a-the-a-deck-a-even-a-as-a-her-a-mind-a-willed-a-her-a-go-a-back-a-to-a-surviving-a-this-a-chilled-a-night.-a-No-a-matter-a-what-a-frenzied-a-thoughts-a-told-a-her,-a-she-a-still-a-moved-a-off-a-the-a-bank-a-and-a-along-a-the-a-shore-a-of-a-the-a-river.-a-It-a-was-a-like-a-a-a-forced-a-hand-a-hooked-a-into-a-her-a-diaphragm-a-and-a-was-a-pulling-a-at-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-stopped-a-at-a-the-a-water-a-line-a-and-a-looked-a-out,-a-but-a-with-a-only-a-the-a-moon-a-as-a-her-a-light-a-she-a-could-a-see-a-nothing. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Siyura..."-a-a-a-whisper-a-curled-a-around-a-her-a-making-a-her-a-skin-a-shiver.-a-It-a-was-a-a-a-voice-a-that-a-was-a-raw-a-from-a-screams-a-or-a-maybe-a-misuse. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Little-a-Aeulin,-a-my-a-little-a-Aeulin."-a-Little-a-witch. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-turned-a-towards-a-the-a-dense-a-trees,-a-her-a-fear-a-earnest-a-this-a-time.-a-She-a-did-a-not-a-want-a-to-a-go-a-to-a-whoever-a-wanted-a-her-a-there. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    As-a-she-a-entered-a-the-a-coolness-a-of-a-the-a-trees,-a-adjusting-a-to-a-the-a-darkness-a-as-a-quickly-a-as-a-possible,-a-she-a-started-a-to-a-shake. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    There-a-in-a-a-a-large-a-tree-a-that-a-grew-a-well-a-above-a-the-a-others,-a-was-a-a-a-small-a-body-a-swinging-a-back-a-and-a-forth.-a-The-a-pull-a-of-a-the-a-rope-a-groaning-a-was-a-the-a-only-a-thing-a-she-a-could-a-hear-a-in-a-the-a-quiet-a-of-a-the-a-forest.-a-It-a-was-a-a-a-woman-a-whose-a-skin-a-had-a-a-a-gray-a-pallor-a-of-a-death-a-and-a-there-a-were-a-patches-a-of-a-decay.-a-The-a-long-a-black-a-hair-a-was-a-covering-a-her-a-face-a-and-a-her-a-arms-a-hung-a-limply-a-at-a-her-a-sides. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    At-a-first,-a-horror-a-overtook-a-her-a-as-a-she-a-thought-a-the-a-person-a-she-a-was-a-looking-a-at-a-was-a-her-a-younger-a-sister-a-Arelia. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    But-a-again,-a-a-a-sliver-a-of-a-sound-a-escaped-a-the-a-figure,-a-"Little-a-Auelin." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-knew-a-that-a-voice.-a-Knew-a-it-a-in-a-the-a-patchy-a-memories-a-that-a-turned-a-her-a-cold-a-when-a-she-a-was-a-sleeping-a-in-a-her-a-bed-a-at-a-night. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-was-a-her-a-mother.-a-Her-a-fiery,-a-mad,-a-dead,-a-mother. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Slowly-a-the-a-head-a-lifted-a-and-a-the-a-dark-a-eyes-a-rose-a-to-a-meet-a-Siyura's,-a-a-a-smile-a-played-a-across-a-her-a-lips,-a-revealing-a-blackened-a-gums. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "What-a-will-a-it-a-be,-a-witchling.-a-What-a-will-a-you-a-do?-a-A-a-little-a-caged-a-bird,-a-a-a-little-a-caged-a-witch.-a-There-a-is-a-no-a-escaping-a-He-a-Who-a-Hunts."-a-Her-a-mother-a-threw-a-her-a-head-a-back-a-and-a-an-a-outrage-a-sound—so-a-much-a-like-a-an-a-animal—escaped. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    A-a-feeling-a-of-a-doom-a-so-a-heavy,-a-so-a-real-a-settle-a-over-a-Siyura,-a-in-a-a-a-way-a-the-a-war-a-had-a-never-a-warranted.-a-An-a-ending-a-to-a-what-a-should-a-have-a-never-a-been-a-started;-a-an-a-ending-a-to-a-her-a-cause;-a-her-a-freedom. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    A-a-scream-a-clawed-a-its-a-way-a-up-a-her-a-throat,-a-her-a-mouth-a-forming-a-into-a-an-a-'O',-a-but-a-quickly-a-the-a-spell-a-lifted. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    A-a-glow-a-formed-a-around-a-her-a-mother's-a-body-a-and-a-she-a-twisted-a-and-a-fought-a-against-a-the-a-rope-a-around-a-her-a-neck.-a-It-a-became-a-brighter-a-and-a-brighter-a-until-a-it-a-caused-a-Siyura-a-to-a-close-a-her-a-eyes.-a-She-a-didn't-a-want-a-to-a-see-a-what-a-was-a-about-a-to-a-happen.-a-She-a-didn't-a-want-a-to-a-see-a-the-a-furious-a-lines-a-of-a-her-a-mother-a-or-a-the-a-madness-a-that-a-hadn't-a-even-a-been-a-dulled-a-in-a-her-a-death. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-knew-a-her-a-mother-a-was-a-gone-a-when-a-the-a-air-a-changed-a-abruptly,-a-like-a-a-a-candle-a-snuffed.-a-When-a-she-a-opened-a-her-a-eyes,-a-she-a-let-a-out-a-a-a-surprised-a-gasp.-a-The-a-glow-a-that-a-she-a-had-a-been-a-sure-a-was-a-her-a-mother's-a-doing,-a-had-a-been-a-men-a-coming-a-toward-a-her.-a-Turning-a-in-a-a-a-circle-a-she-a-looked-a-at-a-the-a-wary-a-male-a-faces-a-surrounding-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-stopped-a-when-a-she-a-saw-a-Braydor-a-smiling-a-in-a-victory,-a-an-a-assurance-a-that-a-he-a-had-a-never-a-had-a-before.-a-That's-a-when-a-she-a-saw-a-a-a-man-a-standing-a-at-a-the-a-forefront,-a-his-a-body-a-language-a-indicating-a-authority.-a-When-a-he-a-stepped-a-forward-a-she-a-knew-a-her-a-guess-a-had-a-been-a-correct.-a-He-a-was-a-a-a-tall-a-male,-a-with-a-a-a-built-a-frame.-a-His-a-face,-a-she-a-noticed,-a-was-a-one-a-of-a-the-a-most-a-beautiful-a-she-a-had-a-ever-a-seen.-a-His-a-looks-a-were-a-almost-a-too-a-well-crafted-a-for-a-the-a-military-a-clothing-a-he-a-was-a-wearing.-a-His-a-black-a-armor-a-was-a-pressed-a-and-a-strictly-a-put-a-together. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-was-a-not-a-dressed-a-to-a-do-a-battle-a-with-a-her,-a-making-a-her-a-suspicious.-a-It-a-was-a-as-a-if-a-he-a-knew-a-something-a-she-a-didn't. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Lady-a-Siyura,"-a-he-a-said-a-his-a-accent-a-more-a-articulate-a-than-a-Braydor's,-a-"My-a-name-a-is-a-Cadeon-a-of-a-the-a-House-a-of-a-Silver.-a-I-a-have-a-come-a-to-a-seal-a-the-a-negotiations-a-between-a-Haldane-a-and-a-Terithia." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    That-a-brought-a-her-a-anger-a-back-a-to-a-the-a-forefront,-a-"There-a-are-a-no-a-negotiations-a-ongoing-a-between-a-Terithia-a-and-a-Haldane.-a-Any-a-indication-a-otherwise-a-is-a-false." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon-a-gave-a-her-a-a-a-small-a-smile,-a-his-a-green-a-eyes-a-sympathetic,-a-"My-a-Lady,-a-as-a-I-a-am-a-sure-a-that-a-you-a-are-a-aware-a-of-a-the-a-merging-a-of-a-our-a-great-a-nations." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Yes,-a-Cadeon,-a-it-a-is-a-hard-a-to-a-ignore-a-the-a-blood-a-of-a-my-a-people-a-running-a-through-a-the-a-cracks-a-of-a-the-a-cobblestoned-a-streets." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-general-a-didn't-a-flinch-a-but-a-instead-a-kept-a-smiling-a-at-a-her-a-as-a-if-a-she-a-were-a-an-a-indulgent-a-child-a-who-a-just-a-didn't-a-get-a-it. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I'm-a-sure-a-you-a-understand-a-the-a-Advisors-a-of-a-your-a-ruling-a-class-a-have-a-long-a-ago-a-started-a-to-a-arrange-a-the-a-assimilation-a-between-a-Haldane-a-and-a-Terithia.-a-Arvaka-a-it-a-seems-a-has-a-been-a-the-a-victim-a-of-a-a-a-miscommunication." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-can-a-assure,-a-we-a-are-a-not-a-confused.-a-As-a-for-a-the-a-Advisors,-a-they-a-have-a-all-a-been-a-executed-a-for-a-treason.-a-Their-a-word-a-means-a-little-a-in-a-terms-a-of-a-binding-a-Arvaka-a-to-a-any-a-promises-a-of-a-ceding-a-to-a-Haldane.-a-My-a-people-a-elected-a-me-a-as-a-regent—and-a-my-a-capital-a-is-a-not-a-yours." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon-a-took-a-in-a-heavy-a-breath,-a-"You-a-have-a-a-a-very-a-good-a-point,-a-Lady-a-Siyura.-a-However,-a-I'm-a-afraid-a-you're-a-also-a-a-a-victim-a-of-a-misunderstanding." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-understand-a-everything-a-perfectly-a-clear,-a-believe-a-me-a-you." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon-a-stepped-a-forward-a-and-a-on-a-instinct-a-her-a-blades-a-flexed-a-out-a-at-a-her-a-sides.-a-He-a-made-a-no-a-outward-a-threat,-a-though. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Ah,-a-I-a-see,-a-Braydor,-a-among-a-other-a-things,-a-has-a-not-a-mentioned-a-a-a-great-a-deal-a-of-a-things-a-to-a-you."-a-Cadeon-a-turned-a-and-a-looked-a-at-a-him-a-condescendingly. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Yes,-a-it-a-is-a-quite-a-obvious-a-that-a-he's-a-much-a-out-a-of-a-his-a-depth."-a-Siyura-a-quipped-a-making-a-Braydor-a-glare-a-at-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon-a-turned-a-back-a-toward-a-her,-a-"It-a-is-a-obvious,-a-isn't-a-it?-a-I-a-apologize-a-for-a-having-a-to-a-deal-a-with-a-grave-a-mediocrity." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Braydor-a-mouthed-a-at-a-Siyura,-a-"I-a-hate-a-you." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Fortunately,-a-however,-a-one-a-of-a-your-a-Advisor's-a-survived.-a-Grimier,-a-I-a-believe?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Shock-a-must-a-have-a-shown-a-on-a-her-a-face-a-because-a-Cadeon-a-nodded-a-and-a-continued,-a-"He-a-was-a-certainly-a-put-a-out-a-at-a-having-a-a-a-sword-a-thrust-a-through-a-his-a-rib-a-cage.-a-Thankfully,-a-mercifully,-a-he-a-lived-a-to-a-tell-a-the-a-tale.-a-I-a-warn-a-you-a-though,-a-he-a-is-a-not-a-an-a-ardent-a-supporter-a-of-a-yours.-a-It-a-does-a-make-a-things-a-easy-a-for-a-Haldane.-a-As-a-per-a-the-a-wish-a-of-a-your-a-deceased-a-reigning-a-King-a-as-a-long-a-as-a-one-a-of-a-Terithia's-a-Advisor's-a-breathes—-a-" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "They-a-remain-a-the-a-sole-a-sovereign-a-until-a-the-a-true-a-heir-a-becomes-a-of-a-age."-a-She-a-finished-a-at-a-the-a-same-a-time-a-he-a-did.-a-He-a-smiled-a-wider-a-this-a-time-a-as-a-if-a-he-a-were-a-happy,-a-"And-a-thankfully-a-we-a-got-a-to-a-him-a-in-a-time.-a-He's-a-most-a-enthusiastic-a-about-a-our-a-union-a-and-a-as-a-of-a-three-a-weeks-a-ago-a-he-a-signed-a-the-a-contracts-a-that-a-bound-a-Terithia-a-and-a-its-a-capital-a-of-a-Arvaka,-a-over-a-to-a-Haldane." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-lie."-a-Siyura-a-said-a-disbelief.-a-There-a-was-a-no-a-way-a-Grimier-a-had-a-survived.-a-She-a-had-a-seen-a-his-a-corpse-a-herself,-a-watched-a-as-a-his-a-breathing-a-slowed-a-into-a-death's-a-embrace. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-assure-a-you-a-he-a-is-a-very-a-much-a-alive-a-and-a-not-a-too-a-happy-a-about-a-the-a-attack-a-on-a-his-a-person.-a-He-a-feels,-a-and-a-I-a-have-a-to-a-agree,-a-that-a-you-a-are-a-posing-a-an-a-immediate-a-threat-a-to-a-the-a-welfare-a-of-a-Terithia." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-looked-a-at-a-him-a-as-a-if-a-he'd-a-lost-a-his-a-mind,-a-"I-a-pose-a-a-a-threat-a-to-a-Terithia?-a-I'm-a-trying-a-to-a-preserve-a-Terithia-a-from-a-corrupt-a-filth-a-Haldane-a-is-a-trying-a-to-a-inflict-a-upon-a-us!" 
 
   
  
 

   
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon-a-stepped-a-forward-a-slightly,-a-holding-a-up-a-his-a-hands-a-as-a-if-a-she-a-were-a-the-a-invader,-a-"It-a-would-a-be,-a-Lady-a-Siyura,-a-in-a-your-a-best-a-interest-a-if-a-you-a-and-a-the-a-Valiant-a-Allegiance-a-surrendered.-a-I-a-have-a-come-a-on-a-the-a-direction-a-of-a-his-a-Highness-a-to-a-settle-a-the-a-matter-a-of-a-your-a-terrorism.-a-And-a-that's-a-what-a-you-a-and-a-your-a-camp-a-are.-a-Terrorist-a-to-a-Haldane's-a-daughter-a-state." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-was-a-shaking-a-with-a-emotion,-a-now.-a-These-a-bastards...she-a-swore,-a-swore-a-on-a-her-a-mad-a-mother-a-that-a-Grimier's-a-days-a-were-a-numbered.-a-No-a-matter-a-how-a-long-a-it-a-took. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-raised-a-her-a-head-a-staring-a-the-a-men-a-around-a-her,-a-murder-a-tinging-a-her-a-eyesight.-a-They-a-didn't-a-care-a-about-a-this-a-land-a-or-a-the-a-people-a-within-a-it.-a-Their-a-stories,-a-memories,-a-pure-a-existence-a-would-a-be-a-enveloped-a-in-a-a-a-culture-a-that-a-they-a-had-a-never-a-wanted-a-anything-a-to-a-do-a-with. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-would-a-never-a-stand-a-for-a-it. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-smiled-a-at-a-Cadeon,-a-"I-a-see-a-we-a-are-a-at-a-an-a-impasse-a-because-a-I-a-assure-a-you-a-that-a-I-a-will-a-not-a-be-a-surrendering-a-nor-a-will-a-the-a-men-a-and-a-women-a-who-a-have-a-fought-a-so-a-hard-a-to-a-keep-a-us-a-from-a-being-a-entangled-a-with-a-Haldane." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-saw-a-a-a-glimmer-a-of-a-something-a-inside-a-of-a-Cadeon's-a-eyes-a-but-a-it-a-was-a-gone-a-so-a-quickly-a-she-a-was-a-not-a-able-a-to-a-decipher-a-it. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Well,-a-now,-a-I-a-don't-a-see-a-your-a-other-a-alternative.-a-Something-a-else-a-you-a-should-a-be-a-made-a-aware-a-of,-a-however.-a-If-a-you-a-do-a-not-a-come-a-with-a-me-a-at-a-this-a-moment,-a-King-a-Haeler-a-will-a-be-a-forced-a-to-a-resort-a-to-a-more-a-unsavory-a-methods." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    At-a-that,-a-Siyura-a-extended-a-her-a-weapons-a-in-a-earnest,-a-"It-a-would-a-be-a-in-a-your-a-best-a-interest-a-to-a-not-a-threaten-a-me.-a-" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-men-a-standing-a-around-a-them-a-shifted-a-in-a-uncertainty-a-but-a-Cadeon-a-didn't-a-show-a-distress-a-merely-a-looked-a-at-a-her,-a-"Please,-a-surrender.-a-End-a-the-a-bloodshed,-a-Siyura.-a-Give-a-your-a-people-a-respite-a-from-a-all-a-the-a-violence.-a-I-a-have-a-been-a-reassured-a-that-a-once-a-the-a-Valiant-a-resigns-a-to-a-our-a-sovereignty,-a-that-a-food-a-supplies-a-will-a-be-a-restored.-a-Civilians-a-will-a-be-a-released.-a-Supplies-a-will-a-be-a-given-a-to-a-help-a-rehabilitate-a-this-a-city.-a-If-a-not-a-Lady,-a-I-a-will-a-have-a-no-a-choice-a-but-a-to-a-return-a-to-a-my-a-king-a-and-a-tell-a-him-a-of-a-my-a-unsuccessful-a-attempt-a-and-a-he'll-a-have-a-to-a-send-a-someone-a-else.-a-You-a-will-a-not-a-like-a-who-a-will-a-take-a-my-a-place--a-" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-raised-a-her-a-chin,-a-"Enough,"-a-cutting-a-of-a-his-a-monologue,-a-"I-a-grow-a-tired-a-of-a-this-a-pointless-a-conversation.-a-Either-a-attempt-a-to-a-restrain-a-me-a-or-a-let-a-me-a-pass." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-saw-a-him-a-take-a-an-a-exasperated-a-breath-a-and-a-she-a-felt-a-slightly-a-indignant-a-that-a-he-a-was-a-treating-a-her-a-as-a-if-a-she-a-was-a-some-a-raving-a-madwoman.-a-She-a-and-a-the-a-others-a-had-a-fought-a-endlessly-a-to-a-keep-a-Arvaka-a-free. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "As-a-you-a-wish,"-a-he-a-said-a-solemnly,-a-"take-a-her."-a-He-a-didn't-a-wait-a-to-a-oversee-a-what-a-was-a-about-a-to-a-happen,-a-just-a-turned-a-on-a-his-a-heel-a-and-a-walked-a-away,-a-Braydor-a-trailing-a-behind-a-him-a-like-a-an-a-idiotic-a-dog. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    That-a-would-a-be-a-his-a-undoing-a-Siyura-a-thought,-a-as-a-she-a-braced-a-her-a-feet-a-in-a-the-a-fighting-a-stance-a-that-a-she-a-had-a-taken-a-multiple-a-times-a-throughout-a-this-a-war.-a-She-a-let-a-the-a-violence-a-that-a-constantly-a-simmered-a-in-a-her-a-gut-a-come-a-over-a-her-a-as-a-the-a-men-a-advanced-a-forward.-a-She-a-was-a-just-a-as-a-hungry-a-as-a-her-a-blades-a-for-a-the-a-blood-a-of-a-those-a-who-a-had-a-wronged-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    And-a-with-a-Arelia-a-well-hidden-a-and-a-some-a-of-a-her-a-people-a-evacuated-a-she-a-had-a-the-a-time. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    These-a-simpletons-a-around-a-her-a-would-a-do-a-perfectly. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Madness-a-in-a-Blood-a-Ch.-a-02 
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Chaotic-a-King-a-lifted-a-the-a-silver-a-chalice-a-to-a-his-a-lips,-a-the-a-low-a-rumble-a-of-a-voices-a-around-a-him-a-making-a-his-a-ears-a-twitch.-a-The-a-pleasantries-a-making-a-him-a-shrivel-a-on-a-the-a-inside-a-of-a-boredom.-a-Not-a-that-a-the-a-atmosphere-a-of-a-metaphorical-a-bloodshed-a-in-a-the-a-air-a-warranted-a-his-a-deposition. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-broad-a-king-a-shifted-a-in-a-his-a-simple-a-blackwood-a-throne-a-that-a-his-a-father-a-had-a-sat-a-on-a-before-a-him.-a-He-a-had-a-never-a-wanted-a-the-a-pretty-a-words-a-or-a-mental-a-warfare-a-of-a-Court.-a-He-a-had-a-always-a-craved-a-breaking-a-bones-a-on-a-the-a-battlefield.-a-His-a-brother-a-Aevar-a-had-a-the-a-silver-a-tongue.-a-He-a-would-a-have-a-been-a-able-a-to-a-talk-a-these-a-peacocks-a-into-a-the-a-sensibility-a-of-a-the-a-dirty-a-work-a-of-a-expanding-a-an-a-empire.-a-It-a-was-a-truly-a-a-a-disappointing-a-day-a-when-a-he-a-had-a-Aevar-a-impaled-a-on-a-a-a-burning-a-pike. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-turned-a-toward-a-his-a-sibling's-a-skull-a-sitting-a-on-a-the-a-large-a-mantle,-a-lifting-a-his-a-cup-a-in-a-respect-a-before-a-swallowing-a-a-a-larger-a-gulp-a-of-a-wine. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "If-a-I-a-may-a-be-a-so-a-bold?"-a-a-a-lithe-a-man-a-with-a-golden-a-hair-a-asked. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Daendrin-a-of-a-Ceriuem-a-spoke-a-above-a-the-a-constant-a-buzz,-a-his-a-voice-a-reverberating-a-off-a-the-a-stone-a-walls.-a-He-a-was-a-the-a-King's-a-Overlord,-a-a-a-status-a-not-a-easily-a-obtained. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "With-a-all-a-due-a-respect,-a-in-a-concern-a-with-a-the-a-attacks-a-on-a-the-a-neighboring-a-domains-a-are-a-we-a-not-a-stretching-a-ourselves-a-thin?-a-If-a-we-a-plan-a-on-a-taking-a-on-a-Askea,-a-shouldn't-a-we-a-be-a-reinforcing-a-Haldane?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Are-a-you-a-implying-a-that-a-Haldane-a-is-a-too-a-weak-a-to-a-take-a-on-a-Askea?"-a-A-a-burly-a-lord-a-who-a-had-a-never-a-seen-a-war-a-up-a-close-a-and-a-personal-a-asked. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Daendrin-a-looked-a-at-a-him-a-in-a-contempt,-a-a-a-long-a-scar,-a-laced-a-over-a-like-a-spider-a-work-a-gleamed-a-pale-a-in-a-the-a-fire-a-light. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "What-a-I'm-a-suggesting-a-is-a-nothing-a-of-a-the-a-sort.-a-I'm-a-merely-a-question-a-our-a-priorities.-a-That-a-isn't-a-treason,-a-Andlewulf.-a-I'm-a-curious-a-about-a-the-a-worth-a-of-a-attacking-a-Terithia?-a-I'm-a-under-a-the-a-impression-a-that-a-there-a-has-a-been-a-strong-a-resistance-a-in-a-Arvaka.-a-The-a-merging-a-that-a-was-a-supposed-a-to-a-be-a-a-a-simple-a-overthrow-a-of-a-power-a-has-a-turned-a-into-a-a-a-long,-a-overdrawn-a-affair.-a-Are-a-we-a-not-a-concerned-a-about-a-how-a-this-a-represents-a-Haldane-a-as-a-an-a-empirical-a-force?-a-Arvaka-a-is-a-a-a-simple-a-trading-a-post.-a-There's-a-no-a-reason-a-why-a-it-a-shouldn't-a-have-a-been-a-resolved-a-by-a-now." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Daendrin-a-turned-a-backed-a-toward-a-the-a-Chaotic-a-King,-a-his-a-passions-a-making-a-him-a-forget-a-his-a-place,-a-"Forgive-a-me,-a-your-a-Honor.-a-But-a-Haldane-a-is-a-my-a-priority-a-and-a-I-a-only-a-wish-a-for-a-it-a-to-a-prosper-a-under-a-this-a-expansion." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-King-a-simply-a-nodded-a-his-a-head-a-at-a-the-a-male-a-he-a-had-a-known-a-since-a-boyhood.-a-Daendrin-a-had-a-a-a-sharp-a-mind-a-and-a-was-a-a-a-superior-a-strategist-a-that-a-had-a-brought-a-Haldane-a-many-a-victories,-a-including-a-their-a-last-a-merger. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Terithia-a-had-a-been-a-an-a-unexpected-a-venture.-a-But-a-his-a-Highness-a-did-a-not-a-entertain-a-ideas-a-of-a-being-a-omnipotent.-a-He-a-knew-a-that-a-the-a-key-a-to-a-his-a-success-a-was-a-to-a-have-a-those-a-who-a-knew-a-the-a-mental-a-and-a-physical-a-maneuvers-a-of-a-war. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Someone-a-one-a-like-a-the-a-Warlord. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-King-a-barely-a-had-a-to-a-turn-a-to-a-see-a-the-a-Warlord-a-of-a-Haldane-a-sitting-a-quietly...lethally-a-in-a-the-a-shadows.-a-He-a-never-a-made-a-his-a-presence-a-too-a-prominent-a-to-a-the-a-other-a-guest.-a-It-a-wasn't-a-out-a-of-a-courtesy. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    If-a-King-a-Haeper-a-had-a-to-a-cede-a-that-a-there-a-was-a-one-a-who-a-could-a-dominate-a-the-a-politics-a-of-a-war-a-and-a-butchery,-a-the-a-Warlord-a-would-a-be-a-that-a-man. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-had-a-been-a-of-a-his-a-suggestion-a-to-a-absorb-a-Terithia-a-and-a-Arvaka.-a-It-a-had-a-been-a-an-a-off-hand-a-order-a-that-a-the-a-Warlord-a-had-a-wanted-a-taken-a-care-a-of-a-and-a-it-a-surprised-a-his-a-Majesty-a-that-a-Daendrin-a-didn't-a-see-a-it.-a-The-a-King-a-found-a-that-a-interesting.-a-Daendrin-a-almost-a-rivaled-a-the-a-Warlord-a-in-a-prowess-a-and-a-power. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-King-a-again-a-turned-a-to-a-look-a-at-a-the-a-Warlord-a-who-a-was-a-watching-a-Daendrin-a-with-a-cold-a-gray-a-eyes. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    What-a-these-a-dense-a-minded-a-birds-a-didn't-a-realize-a-is-a-that-a-Terithia-a-was-a-practical-a-stablished-a-sea-a-port.-a-That-a-didn't-a-surprise-a-him,-a-however.-a-Terithia-a-had-a-managed-a-to-a-stay-a-neutral-a-in-a-any-a-bigger-a-battles-a-that-a-involved-a-hostile-a-parties-a-including-a-the-a-growing-a-violence-a-between-a-Haldane-a-and-a-Askea. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Your-a-concern,-a-Daendrin,"-a-a-a-rough-a-voice-a-that-a-could-a-chill-a-bone-a-slipped-a-from-a-the-a-shadows-a-as-a-the-a-Warlord-a-stared-a-at-a-him-a-unblinking,-a-"is-a-unnecessary." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-golden-haired-a-Overlord-a-pivoted-a-toward-a-his-a-adversary,-a-hatred-a-barely-a-contained-a-in-a-the-a-lines-a-of-a-his-a-face.-a-He-a-had-a-been-a-waiting-a-for-a-this-a-and-a-the-a-king-a-sighed-a-at-a-the-a-ceiling-a-above-a-him.-a-He-a-didn't-a-have-a-the-a-energy-a-to-a-reign-a-in-a-the-a-Warlord. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Even-a-the-a-King-a-was-a-not-a-privy-a-toward-a-the-a-antagonism-a-between-a-his-a-two-a-critical-a-key-a-players,-a-but-a-the-a-drama-a-interested-a-him-a-immensely. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-give-a-orders,-a-Warlord,-a-without-a-consulting-a-the-a-rest-a-of-a-the-a-Table-a-as-a-if-a-our-a-input-a-matters-a-not." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "It-a-doesn't."-a-was-a-the-a-simple-a-reply-a-and-a-the-a-room-a-shifted-a-nervously.-a-None-a-of-a-them-a-had-a-Daendrin's-a-nerve.-a-None-a-wanted-a-that-a-ire-a-directed-a-at-a-them. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-was-a-enough-a-for-a-Daendrin's-a-hand-a-to-a-flex-a-at-a-his-a-side-a-where-a-his-a-sword-a-lay-a-sheathed. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Careful."-a-The-a-Warlord-a-said-a-as-a-soft-a-as-a-falling-a-snow. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Daendrin's-a-face-a-did-a-not-a-change-a-but-a-he-a-did-a-remove-a-his-a-hand. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Lord-a-Daendrin,-a-the-a-taking-a-of-a-Terithia-a-is-a-a-a-small-a-critical-a-part-a-that-a-has-a-become-a-necessary."-a-The-a-king-a-said-a-not-a-appreciating-a-that-a-he-a-was-a-the-a-one-a-who-a-had-a-to-a-explain-a-this,-a-"The-a-monopoly-a-it-a-has-a-on-a-the-a-Isle-a-of-a-Shadows-a-makes-a-it-a-ideal.-a-They-a-refuse-a-to-a-trade-a-with-a-anyone-a-else." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    At-a-the-a-mention-a-of-a-the-a-Isle-a-of-a-Shadows,-a-everyone-a-tried-a-to-a-ignore-a-the-a-tinge-a-of-a-fear-a-on-a-their-a-tongues. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Daendrin-a-who-a-had-a-a-a-hard-a-time-a-taking-a-his-a-eyes-a-off-a-the-a-Warlord,-a-faced-a-the-a-king-a-and-a-he-a-could-a-see-a-questions-a-in-a-his-a-eyes.-a-He-a-didn't-a-voice-a-them,-a-however,-a-knowing-a-better-a-to-a-question-a-a-a-king-a-who-a-had-a-no-a-qualms-a-about-a-slaughtering-a-his-a-own-a-brother-a-over-a-mundane-a-reasons. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "What-a-of-a-the-a-monarchy-a-there?"-a-A-a-voice-a-said-a-behind-a-him-a-and-a-he-a-knew-a-it-a-had-a-come-a-from-a-Farrow-a-a-a-lord-a-from-a-the-a-Black-a-Mountains.-a-Daendrin-a-could-a-see-a-his-a-manicured-a-brows-a-pushed-a-over-a-his-a-eyes,-a-the-a-same-a-confusion-a-racking-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "The-a-Monarchy-a-is-a-underdeveloped.-a-King-a-Haeler-a-died-a-several-a-years-a-ago,-a-leaving-a-only-a-a-a-daughter,-a-whom,-a-it-a-is-a-believed,-a-is-a-young-a-and-a-weak.-a-She-a-was-a-not-a-even-a-of-a-age-a-to-a-take-a-the-a-throne."-a-Andlewulf-a-shot-a-back. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "As-a-if-a-that-a-mattered,"-a-Daendrin-a-retorted,-a-"they're-a-loyalties-a-run-a-deep-a-enough-a-to-a-bore-a-the-a-Valiant-a-Allegiance.-a-They-a-slaughtered-a-the-a-ruling-a-Advisor-a-panel.-a-They've-a-been-a-able-a-to-a-keep-a-morale-a-alive-a-and-a-breathing-a-and-a-that's-a-the-a-type-a-of-a-symbolism-a-that-a-will-a-work-a-against-a-Haldane—will-a-encourage-a-resistance." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "That's-a-why-a-Terithia-a-is-a-my-a-problem,-a-Daendrin,-a-not-a-yours.-a-If-a-a-a-small-a-country-a-like-a-Terithia-a-concerns-a-you,-a-maybe-a-you-a-should-a-reconsider-a-handling-a-war-a-operations."-a-That-a-voice-a-spoke-a-again. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Daendrin-a-ignored-a-him,-a-"Your-a-Highness--a-" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "If-a-you're-a-worried-a-about-a-the-a-Valiant,-a-they're-a-being-a-disbanded-a-quite-a-efficiently."-a-Tryxoth-a-a-a-female-a-with-a-tilted-a-eyes-a-said-a-to-a-him.-a-She-a-had-a-her-a-silver-a-hair-a-slicked-a-into-a-a-a-high-a-ponytail-a-and-a-there-a-was-a-a-a-shimmer-a-to-a-her-a-skin-a-that-a-mocked-a-scales-a-when-a-she-a-shifted.-a-She-a-was-a-Poison-a-Caller-a-and-a-personally-a-in-a-charge-a-of-a-putting-a-together-a-methods-a-of...persuasion-a-against-a-their-a-enemies. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Don't-a-be-a-ridiculous.-a-They've-a-been-a-one-a-step-a-ahead-a-of-a-us.-a-The-a-girl-queen-a-has-a-been-a-hidden-a-and-a-everyone-a-is-a-whispering-a-about-a-the-a-Silver-a-Witch.-a-She's-a-their-a-savior,-a-their-a-goddess,-a-and-" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "She's-a-been-a-captured." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    ******** 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-servant-a-clasped-a-her-a-high-a-neck-a-collar-a-together,-a-waiting-a-for-a-the-a-soldiers-a-the-a-admit-a-her.-a-She-a-had-a-been-a-shaken-a-from-a-her-a-bed-a-and-a-order-a-to-a-bathe-a-and-a-dress. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-was-a-to-a-service-a-the-a-Warlord. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-hadn't-a-stopped-a-shivering-a-since-a-the-a-mandate-a-had-a-come-a-from-a-the-a-King's-a-steward.-a-In-a-the-a-evening-a-prior,-a-she-a-had-a-a-a-joyous-a-time-a-serving-a-the-a-men-a-who-a-had-a-come-a-in-a-with-a-attending-a-Lords.-a-She-a-and-a-the-a-other-a-females-a-had-a-bathed-a-in-a-the-a-lake-a-and-a-woven-a-wildflowers-a-in-a-their-a-hair.-a-She-a-had-a-thrown-a-out-a-so-a-many-a-coy-a-glances-a-at-a-potential-a-lovers-a-that-a-she-a-was-a-sure-a-her-a-eyes-a-would-a-simply-a-fall-a-out. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    At-a-dinner-a-that-a-night,-a-she-a-had-a-carried-a-her-a-platters-a-and-a-whispered-a-to-a-her-a-sisters-a-how-a-there-a-was-a-too-a-much-a-cock-a-for-a-the-a-picking.-a-She-a-would-a-probably-a-have-a-to-a-take-a-two...or-a-three.-a-She-a-had-a-drunk-a-her-a-ale,-a-served-a-the-a-men,-a-and-a-shudder-a-at-a-the-a-hands-a-slipping-a-up-a-her-a-skirts-a-and-a-over-a-her-a-cunt. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Her-a-sisters-a-had-a-laughed-a-at-a-her-a-greediness-a-but-a-as-a-she-a-walked-a-out-a-of-a-the-a-servant's-a-quarters-a-that-a-night,-a-none-a-of-a-them-a-thought-a-anything-a-funny. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-had-a-never-a-plucked-a-a-a-girl-a-to-a-warm-a-his-a-bed-a-before...-a-to-a-everyone's-a-relief.-a-He-a-had-a-always-a-found-a-pleasure-a-with-a-a-a-girl-a-he-a-had-a-brought.-a-Or-a-no-a-girl-a-had-a-ever-a-spoken-a-about-a-it. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-arched,-a-wooden-a-door-a-opened,-a-the-a-orange-a-glow-a-of-a-a-a-fire-a-illuminating-a-it.-a-A-a-hard-a-hand-a-pushed-a-her-a-forward-a-and-a-the-a-door-a-slammed-a-behind-a-her.-a-She-a-heard-a-the-a-faint-a-click-a-of-a-the-a-iron-a-lock-a-and-a-felt-a-her-a-heart-a-flutter. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-didn't-a-even-a-acknowledge-a-her.-a-He-a-was-a-lounging-a-in-a-a-a-fabric,-a-bolted-a-chair-a-that-a-was-a-situated-a-in-a-front-a-of-a-the-a-fire.-a-In-a-his-a-large-a-hands-a-was-a-a-a-missive-a-that-a-was-a-obviously-a-not-a-making-a-him-a-happy.-a-He-a-wasn't-a-wearing-a-a-a-shirt,-a-his-a-armored-a-vest-a-and-a-plated-a-arm-a-bands-a-draped-a-over-a-the-a-chair-a-in-a-front-a-of-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-was...too-a-much.-a-The-a-muscle-a-on-a-him-a-cut-a-and-a-precise,-a-rippling-a-every-a-time-a-he-a-moved.-a-He-a-could-a-break-a-her-a-in-a-half-a-and-a-no-a-one-a-would-a-do-a-anything-a-about-a-it. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-waited-a-for-a-him-a-to-a-notice-a-her,-a-too-a-scared-a-to-a-make-a-a-a-sound.-a-She-a-twirled-a-an-a-amber-a-ring-a-that-a-had-a-been-a-her-a-mothers-a-and-a-grandmothers-a-before-a-that. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-didn't-a-take-a-long-a-for-a-him-a-to-a-flicker-a-his-a-icy-a-eyes-a-up-a-to-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Hello,-a-Marina."-a-He-a-said-a-his-a-rough-a-voice-a-shooting-a-through-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Him-a-calling-a-her-a-by-a-name-a-startled-a-her,-a-"You...know-a-my-a-name?"-a-she-a-whispered. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-tossed-a-the-a-letter-a-aside,-a-shifting-a-his-a-weight-a-as-a-he-a-stood-a-from-a-the-a-chair-a-and-a-walked-a-over-a-to-a-her.-a-He-a-came-a-too-a-close,-a-the-a-presence-a-of-a-him-a-surrounding-a-her.-a-Slowly,-a-he-a-lifted-a-his-a-hand-a-and-a-plucked-a-the-a-pins-a-out-a-of-a-her-a-hair,-a-causing-a-the-a-reddish-a-locks-a-to-a-fall-a-around-a-her-a-shoulders. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-tried-a-to-a-take-a-a-a-step-a-back-a-but-a-his-a-hand-a-came-a-down-a-firmly-a-on-a-the-a-crook-a-of-a-her-a-neck.-a-She-a-could-a-barely-a-breathe-a-as-a-he-a-tilted-a-her-a-chin-a-up-a-so-a-he-a-could-a-see-a-into-a-her-a-eyes.-a-Marina-a-didn't-a-want-a-to-a-look-a-at-a-him,-a-she'd-a-rather-a-be-a-ravaged. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Regardless,-a-she-a-had-a-to-a-do-a-what-a-he-a-wanted. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    His-a-eyes-a-were-a-so-a-cold-a-and-a-predatory,-a-it-a-was-a-like-a-the-a-spirit-a-of-a-a-a-wolf-a-looking-a-back-a-out-a-at-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Too-a-scared-a-to-a-allow-a-him-a-to-a-touch-a-her-a-any-a-longer,-a-she-a-turned-a-on-a-her-a-heel-a-and-a-tried-a-to-a-bolt-a-for-a-the-a-door,-a-knowing-a-damn-a-well-a-the-a-guards-a-would-a-never-a-let-a-her-a-out.-a-It-a-didn't-a-matter-a-because-a-his-a-arm-a-wrapped-a-around-a-her-a-waist,-a-like-a-an-a-iron-a-bar,-a-and-a-pulled-a-her-a-back-a-against-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Please...please-a-pick-a-another,-a-I-a-can't-a-do-a-this."-a-She-a-said-a-in-a-a-a-panic. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Be-a-still."-a-He-a-demanded-a-like-a-night-a-creeping-a-over-a-the-a-world.-a-It-a-left-a-no-a-room-a-for-a-argument-a-and-a-she-a-was-a-too-a-scared-a-to-a-say-a-more. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-could-a-feel-a-the-a-searing-a-heat-a-of-a-him-a-at-a-her-a-back-a-and-a-even-a-worse-a-the-a-hard-a-length-a-of-a-him-a-pressing-a-into-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Marina,-a-unfortunately-a-for-a-you,-a-you're-a-under-a-my-a-mercy-a-until-a-I-a-say-a-otherwise."-a-He-a-said-a-saying-a-her-a-name-a-in-a-way-a-that-a-was-a-hypnotizing. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-pulled-a-at-a-a-a-ribbon-a-thread-a-on-a-her-a-robe-a-until-a-it-a-came-a-lose,-a-splitting-a-the-a-fabric.-a-"This,"-a-he-a-said-a-his-a-mouth-a-against-a-her-a-skin-a-now,-a-leaving-a-soft-a-trails-a-of-a-kisses,-a-"can-a-go-a-a-a-few-a-ways,-a-most-a-of-a-them-a-not-a-pleasant-a-for-a-you.-a-But-a-it-a-can-a-be..." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-swallowed,-a-feeling-a-her-a-skin-a-prickle-a-where-a-he-a-kissed-a-her.-a-It-a-was-a-so-a-misplaced-a-coming-a-from-a-him.-a-The-a-vulnerability...arousing-a-her.-a-She-a-couldn't-a-believe-a-it.-a-He-a-scared-a-her-a-and-a-she-a-wanted-a-more. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "What...do-a-you-a-mean?"-a-She-a-whispered,-a-confused-a-about-a-the-a-sharp-a-heat-a-between-a-her-a-legs. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-tugged-a-at-a-the-a-last-a-ribbon,-a-letting-a-the-a-robe-a-collapse-a-around-a-her-a-feet.-a-He-a-turned-a-her-a-around-a-to-a-admire-a-the-a-front-a-of-a-her.-a-He-a-gave-a-nothing-a-away-a-as-a-his-a-eyes-a-raked-a-over-a-her-a-body:-a-vulgar-a-and-a-hungry.-a-He-a-lifted-a-his-a-calloused-a-fingers-a-and-a-traced-a-them-a-above-a-the-a-bone-a-between-a-her-a-breasts. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-have-a-use-a-for-a-you."-a-He-a-leaned-a-in-a-and-a-nipped-a-at-a-her-a-jaw-a-and-a-she-a-wiggled-a-to-a-get-a-closer,-a-Goddess,-a-help-a-her,-a-she-a-wanted-a-to-a-be-a-close-a-to-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-latched-a-onto-a-her-a-earlobe-a-with-a-his-a-teeth-a-and-a-at-a-the-a-same-a-slip-a-his-a-fingers-a-past-a-her-a-pussy-a-lips.-a-He-a-spread-a-around-a-her-a-wetness-a-as-a-he-a-circled-a-her-a-clit-a-and-a-this-a-time-a-she-a-did-a-moan. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-was-a-so-a-loud,-a-it-a-embarrassed-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Do-a-you-a-want-a-to-a-cum-a-for-a-me,-a-Marina?"-a-he-a-asked-a-her,-a-his-a-voice-a-mildly-a-curious. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-nodded-a-her-a-head,-a-her-a-red-a-hair-a-falling-a-onto-a-her-a-face.-a-She-a-jerked-a-her-a-hips-a-and-a-tried-a-to-a-ride-a-his-a-fingers-a-to-a-find-a-some-a-release. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Yes,-a-my-a-lord,-a-please."-a-She-a-whimpered.-a-Suddenly,-a-before-a-she-a-knew-a-it,-a-his-a-hand-a-was-a-tight-a-around-a-her-a-throat,-a-startling-a-her-a-away-a-from-a-pleasure. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Then-a-you're-a-going-a-to-a-have-a-to-a-earn-a-it."-a-He-a-said-a-cruelly,-a-angling-a-her-a-face-a-to-a-one-a-side,-a-licking-a-her-a-neck. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-pushed-a-her-a-to-a-her-a-knees-a-at-a-the-a-same-a-petting-a-her-a-hair-a-with-a-a-a-gentle-a-hand.-a-He-a-slid-a-one-a-finger-a-under-a-her-a-chin,-a-forcing-a-her-a-to-a-meet-a-his-a-eyes. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "So,-a-earn-a-it,-a-darling." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Yes,-a-my-a-lord."-a-She-a-whispered. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Marina-a-might-a-have-a-been-a-a-a-peasant-a-but-a-she-a-wasn't-a-stupid.-a-Using-a-her-a-fingers-a-to-a-undo-a-the-a-silver-a-buckle-a-of-a-his-a-pants,-a-she-a-was-a-pleasantly-a-impressed-a-at-a-the-a-size-a-of-a-his-a-cock.-a-It-a-was-a-long-a-and-a-thick-a-and-a-she-a-shuddered-a-at-a-the-a-thought-a-of-a-being-a-impaled-a-on-a-its-a-length. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-leaned-a-forward,-a-her-a-tongue-a-licking-a-the-a-underside,-a-moaning-a-at-a-the-a-taste-a-of-a-him.-a-When-a-she-a-got-a-to-a-the-a-head,-a-she-a-ran-a-her-a-tongue-a-over-a-the-a-tiny-a-slit.-a-His-a-cock-a-was-a-rock-a-hard-a-and-a-like-a-velvet-a-and-a-Marina-a-was-a-eager-a-to-a-work-a-him-a-in-a-her-a-mouth. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-let-a-out-a-a-a-hiss-a-of-a-desire-a-and-a-Marina-a-was-a-pleased-a-that-a-she-a-could-a-elicit-a-a-a-response-a-from-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Encouraged-a-now,-a-she-a-took-a-as-a-much-a-of-a-him-a-as-a-she-a-possibly-a-could,-a-sliding-a-her-a-mouth-a-up-a-and-a-down. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-felt-a-him-a-grip-a-her-a-hair,-a-painfully,-a-"Deeper-a-Marina,-a-I-a-know-a-that-a-whore-a-mouth-a-can-a-handle-a-so-a-much-a-more." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Marina,-a-snuggled-a-up-a-closer-a-to-a-him,-a-grabbing-a-onto-a-his-a-hips-a-and-a-she-a-pushed-a-his-a-cock-a-deeper-a-into-a-her-a-throat.-a-She-a-paused-a-for-a-a-a-moment,-a-her-a-instinct-a-to-a-push-a-away.-a-His-a-fist-a-in-a-her-a-hair-a-stopped-a-her-a-though-a-as-a-he-a-finished-a-the-a-job-a-for-a-her.-a-Her-a-nose-a-was-a-almost-a-touching-a-his-a-abdomen-a-and-a-her-a-eyes-a-watered. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    With-a-her-a-mouth-a-stretched-a-wide,-a-he-a-moved-a-in-a-and-a-out-a-slowly-a-at-a-first.-a-Then-a-with-a-a-a-vicious-a-thrust-a-he-a-pushed-a-himself-a-deeper-a-into-a-her-a-throat.-a-Marina-a-panicked-a-for-a-moment,-a-convulsing-a-around-a-him-a-but-a-that-a-seemed-a-to-a-urge-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Gods,"-a-he-a-gritted. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Marina-a-sucked-a-in-a-air-a-through-a-her-a-nose-a-and-a-let-a-herself-a-give-a-into-a-the-a-Warlord-a-as-a-he-a-face-fucked-a-her.-a-When-a-she-a-felt-a-him-a-pulse-a-in-a-her-a-mouth,-a-she-a-thought-a-for-a-sure-a-he-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-come-a-deep-a-in-a-her-a-throat-a-but-a-he-a-didn't. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-pushed-a-her-a-away-a-from-a-him-a-and-a-toward-a-a-a-table-a-that-a-she-a-hadn't-a-noticed-a-when-a-she-a-walked-a-in. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Get-a-up-a-there-a-and-a-stretch-a-yourself-a-out."-a-He-a-demanded-a-stripping-a-his-a-pants,-a-his-a-thick-a-cock-a-still-a-hard. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Blessed-a-Goddess,-a-he-a-was-a-powerfully-a-built-a-from-a-his-a-sharp-a-jawline-a-to-a-the-a-muscle-a-on-a-his-a-thighs. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Do-a-it-a-now,-a-Marina."-a-He-a-said-a-interrupting-a-her-a-gawking. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Marina-a-picked-a-herself-a-up-a-off-a-the-a-floor-a-and-a-walked-a-over-a-to-a-a-a-large-a-slab.-a-To-a-her-a-horror,-a-it-a-had-a-cuffs-a-attached-a-to-a-each-a-corner.-a-She-a-closed-a-her-a-eyes-a-for-a-a-a-moment,-a-the-a-unknown-a-of-a-what-a-was-a-about-a-to-a-happen-a-making-a-her-a-hands-a-shake. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    But-a-she-a-did-a-as-a-she-a-was-a-told;-a-she-a-got-a-on-a-the-a-table-a-and-a-laid-a-down-a-arranging-a-her-a-limbs-a-so...he-a-could-a-strap-a-her-a-down.-a-When-a-he-a-stepped-a-forward-a-and-a-began-a-to-a-tie-a-her-a-down,-a-she-a-couldn't-a-help-a-it,-a-couldn't-a-keep-a-quiet. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Please,-a-my-a-lord,-a-find-a-another.-a-I'm-a-not-a-made-a-for-a-this—-a-"before-a-she-a-could-a-get-a-another-a-word-a-out,-a-a-a-leather-a-gag-a-was-a-put-a-in-a-her-a-mouth. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
   
  
 

 "When-a-I-a-want-a-you-a-to-a-beg,-a-I'll-a-tell-a-you."-a-He-a-told-a-her,-a-reaching-a-around-a-her-a-head-a-to-a-buckle-a-the-a-leather-a-straps-a-that-a-kept-a-it-a-in-a-place. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-did-a-panic-a-then,-a-bucking-a-against-a-her-a-restraints,-a-trying-a-to-a-beg-a-him-a-into-a-reason,-a-but-a-all-a-sound-a-was-a-muffled. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You're-a-very-a-beautiful-a-for-a-a-a-peasant,"-a-he-a-said-a-giving-a-her-a-that-a-wolf's-a-smile-a-again,-a-"It's-a-the-a-second-a-thing-a-I-a-noticed-a-about-a-you." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-leaned-a-down-a-slightly-a-and-a-unsheathed-a-a-a-dagger-a-from-a-his-a-boot.-a-Marina's-a-corn-a-blue-a-eyes-a-widened-a-at-a-the-a-metal-a-that-a-flashed-a-in-a-the-a-firelight. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "The-a-first,"-a-he-a-quipped,-a-"is-a-that-a-you're-a-very-a-smooth.-a-How-a-many-a-Lord's-a-beds-a-have-a-you-a-jumped-a-into-a-to-a-earn-a-that-a-luxury?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-drew-a-the-a-knife-a-down-a-her-a-pale-a-flesh,-a-stopping-a-at-a-her-a-pink-a-nipple-a-that-a-had-a-peaked-a-with-a-the-a-air.-a-Slowly,-a-carefully,-a-he-a-ran-a-the-a-knife-a-across-a-the-a-puckered-a-flesh.-a-Marina-a-stilled,-a-frightened-a-her-a-bucking-a-would-a-cause-a-her-a-to-a-get-a-cut.-a-She-a-grew-a-harder-a-and-a-she-a-could-a-feel-a-her-a-pussy-a-getting-a-slicker. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-bent-a-down,-a-his-a-black-a-hair-a-falling-a-against-a-her-a-skin.-a-He-a-bit-a-her-a-then-a-kissed-a-the-a-sting-a-away-a-at-a-the-a-same-a-time-a-smoothing-a-the-a-dagger-a-against-a-her-a-other-a-breast. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-want-a-see-a-that-a-pretty-a-flesh-a-of-a-yours-a-messy,-a-Marina." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    What-a-did-a-that-a-mean,-a-she-a-thought.-a-Dear,-a-Goddess,-a-he-a-wasn't-a-going-a-to-a-cut-a-her-a-up-a-was-a-he?-a-Surely,-a-he-a-was-a-not-a-so-a-cruel. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    But-a-he-a-set-a-the-a-knife-a-on-a-a-a-small-a-oval-a-table-a-and-a-returned-a-to-a-her.-a-A-a-candle-a-in-a-hand. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-shook-a-her-a-head-a-vehemently,-a-silently-a-trying-a-to-a-beg-a-him-a-with-a-her-a-eyes.-a-He-a-paid-a-her-a-no-a-heed-a-and-a-slowly,-a-tipped-a-the-a-candle.-a-The-a-wax-a-sloshed-a-then-a-poured,-a-like-a-liquid-a-silk,-a-over-a-her.-a-Each-a-drop-a-caused-a-her-a-to-a-become-a-more-a-aroused,-a-the-a-overwhelming-a-need-a-to-a-have-a-him-a-between-a-her-a-legs-a-made-a-her-a-pull-a-against-a-her-a-restraints.-a-With-a-each-a-drop,-a-her-a-skin-a-would-a-turn-a-a-a-blotchy-a-red,-a-until-a-she-a-was-a-slick-a-with-a-drying-a-wax-a-and-a-sweat.-a-It-a-was-a-like-a-being-a-pricked-a-or-a-stung. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-ran-a-a-a-finger-a-through-a-it,-a-making-a-lazy-a-circles,-a-causing-a-some-a-of-a-the-a-dried-a-wax-a-to-a-flake-a-off. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-should-a-see-a-the-a-blush-a-over-a-your-a-skin.-a-Mesmerizing."-a-He-a-murmured. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    His-a-fingers-a-moved-a-from-a-her-a-belly-a-down-a-to-a-her-a-cunt.-a-His-a-thumb-a-circled-a-her-a-swollen-a-clit-a-and-a-she-a-tried-a-not-a-move-a-with-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Tell-a-me,"-a-he-a-asked-a-slipping-a-the-a-first-a-finger-a-inside-a-of-a-her.-a-She-a-arched-a-her-a-back,-a-wanting-a-him-a-to-a-go-a-deeper-a-and-a-feeling-a-guilt-a-over-a-it,-a-"do-a-you-a-like-a-being-a-tied-a-down-a-and-a-fucked?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    His-a-thumb-a-pushed-a-against-a-her-a-nub.-a-A-a-maddening-a-knot-a-was-a-building-a-up-a-between-a-her-a-legs.-a-He-a-slipped-a-another-a-finger-a-inside-a-of-a-her-a-and-a-moved-a-them-a-in-a-and-a-out-a-sharply-a-but-a-controlled,-a-keeping-a-her-a-away-a-from-a-release.-a-She-a-could-a-hear-a-the-a-wetness-a-squelching-a-with-a-each-a-thrust. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-hissed,-a-"You're-a-not-a-allowed-a-to-a-cum-a-yet,"-a-and-a-moved-a-back-a-from-a-her.-a-Her-a-body-a-went-a-lax-a-and-a-she-a-cried-a-out-a-in-a-frustration-a-from-a-being-a-robbed-a-of-a-her-a-release. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Marina,"-a-he-a-said,-a-"When-a-I-a-give-a-directions,-a-I-a-expect-a-you-a-to-a-do-a-as-a-you're-a-told."-a-With-a-that-a-he-a-put-a-a-a-black-a-piece-a-of-a-cloth-a-over-a-her-a-eyes.-a-Marina-a-jerked-a-against-a-her-a-restraints,-a-a-a-scream-a-climbing-a-its-a-way-a-up-a-her-a-throat. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-felt-a-a-a-rush-a-of-a-heat-a-beside-a-her-a-ear-a-and-a-could-a-feel-a-his-a-breath-a-on-a-her-a-neck,-a-"there-a-are-a-consequences-a-for-a-not-a-following-a-directions." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Marina-a-didn't-a-have-a-an-a-idea-a-of-a-what-a-that-a-could-a-possibly-a-mean-a-until-a-she-a-felt-a-a-a-sharp-a-pinch-a-on-a-her-a-nipple-a-and-a-then-a-the-a-other.-a-Something-a-like-a-a-a-small-a-chain-a-connecting-a-the-a-two-a-clamps-a-fell-a-softly-a-between-a-her-a-breasts.-a-The-a-cold-a-metal-a-was-a-shocking-a-against-a-her-a-skin-a-and-a-the-a-clamps-a-were-a-borderline-a-unbearable. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-felt-a-a-a-shift-a-and-a-then-a-the-a-heat-a-of-a-his-a-legs-a-on-a-either-a-side-a-of-a-her-a-hips.-a-She-a-knew-a-he-a-was-a-over-a-her-a-and-a-again,-a-the-a-unknown-a-made-a-her-a-tremble. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Suddenly,-a-there-a-was-a-a-a-sharp-a-tug-a-at-a-her-a-nipples-a-at-a-the-a-same-a-time-a-his-a-cock-a-teased-a-at-a-her-a-opening.-a-Marina-a-cried-a-out-a-the-a-sensations-a-too-a-much,-a-all-a-of-a-it-a-was-a-just-a-too-a-much. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Ask-a-me-a-to-a-fuck-a-you."-a-He-a-said-a-taking-a-the-a-gag-a-out-a-of-a-her-a-mouth-a-and-a-she-a-heard-a-the-a-clattering-a-of-a-it-a-falling-a-on-a-the-a-floor. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Marina-a-focused-a-on-a-breathing-a-when-a-another-a-tug-a-on-a-her-a-nipples-a-came,-a-this-a-one-a-harder-a-than-a-the-a-last.-a-Even-a-still,-a-a-a-gush-a-of-a-wetness-a-welled-a-between-a-her-a-legs 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Marina-a-screamed,-a-"Please,-a-Warlord!-a-Please-a-fuck-a-me!-a-I-a-need-a-your-a-cock-a-in-a-my-a-pussy,-a-my-a-Lord!-a-Please." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-felt-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-powerful-a-hands-a-on-a-her-a-hips,-a-tilting-a-her-a-toward-a-him-a-and-a-with-a-one-a-powerful-a-surge-a-he-a-was-a-buried-a-inside-a-of-a-her.-a-She'd-a-had-a-many-a-cocks-a-inside-a-of-a-her,-a-laughingly-a-so,-a-but-a-none-a-felt-a-like-a-this.-a-She-a-could-a-feel-a-every-a-part-a-of-a-him-a-and-a-felt-a-as-a-if-a-he-a-was-a-splitting-a-her-a-in-a-two. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-fit-a-was-a-glorious. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-drove-a-into-a-her-a-over-a-and-a-over,-a-her-a-body-a-rocked-a-back-a-and-a-forth-a-under-a-the-a-onslaught.-a-The-a-only-a-thing-a-that-a-kept-a-her-a-in-a-place-a-were-a-the-a-restraints.-a-She-a-tried-a-to-a-lift-a-her-a-hips-a-to-a-meet-a-his-a-powerful-a-thrust-a-as-a-best-a-she-a-could-a-each-a-one-a-driving-a-her-a-closer-a-to-a-falling-a-apart. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "My-a-Lord,-a-can-a-I-a-cum-a-now?-a-I-a-really-a-want-a-to-a-cum!"-a-she-a-begged-a-as-a-he-a-kept-a-hitting-a-the-a-spot-a-inside-a-of-a-her-a-that-a-males-a-rarely-a-knew-a-how-a-to-a-find. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Soon..."-a-He-a-moaned,-a-his-a-thrust-a-becoming-a-more-a-measured,-a-the-a-rhythm-a-driving-a-her-a-mad.-a-The-a-pressure-a-inside-a-of-a-her-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-destroy-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    His-a-hand-a-moved-a-from-a-her-a-hip-a-and-a-massaged-a-at-a-her-a-clit-a-almost-a-pushing-a-her-a-over-a-the-a-edge.-a-She-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-go-a-mad.-a-After-a-a-a-long-a-torturous-a-moment,-a-he-a-said,-a-"Now,-a-Marina,-a-cum-a-for-a-me-a-now." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-climax-a-made-a-her-a-scream-a-her-a-throat-a-raw,-a-it-a-was-a-a-a-mixture-a-of-a-pain-a-and-a-pleasure-a-so-a-intense-a-she-a-thought-a-she-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-pass-a-out. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-was-a-vaguely-a-aware-a-of-a-him-a-pausing-a-inside-a-of-a-her-a-as-a-if-a-to-a-enjoy-a-the-a-feel-a-of-a-her-a-pussy-a-clenching-a-around-a-him.-a-Then-a-she-a-felt-a-him-a-pull-a-out-a-and-a-warm-a-cum-a-sprayed-a-all-a-over-a-her-a-belly-a-and-a-breast. 
 
      
 
    She-a-had-a-hope-a-to-a-feel-a-his-a-seed-a-inside-a-of-a-her-a-but-a-the-a-Lords-a-who-a-used-a-her-a-rarely-a-did.-a-No-a-one-a-wanted-a-a-a-bastard-a-with-a-a-a-serving-a-maid. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-was-a-so-a-glad-a-he-a-picked-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    ******** 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-sat-a-back-a-in-a-his-a-chair,-a-his-a-body-a-still-a-tense-a-despite-a-the-a-fact-a-he-a-had-a-used-a-Marina-a-so-a-thoroughly.-a-He-a-didn't-a-make-a-it-a-a-a-habit-a-to-a-fuck-a-the-a-females-a-that-a-dwelled-a-in-a-the-a-King's-a-household.-a-It-a-presented-a-too-a-many...complications-a-that-a-he-a-didn't-a-have-a-the-a-patience-a-to-a-deal-a-with. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-had-a-gathered-a-a-a-glassy-eyed-a-Marina-a-up-a-and-a-wrapped-a-her-a-in-a-her-a-transparent-a-white-a-robe,-a-ignoring-a-the-a-blush-a-marks-a-and-a-bruises-a-on-a-her-a-hips. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    As-a-he-a-had-a-handed-a-her-a-off-a-to-a-the-a-guards,-a-she-a-had-a-begged-a-him-a-to-a-call-a-on-a-her-a-when-a-he-a-returned. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-wouldn't. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Besides,-a-most-a-of-a-them-a-had-a-skin-a-too-a-soft-a-and-a-tears-a-too-a-ready-a-to-a-fall.-a-Marina-a-had-a-been-a-no-a-exception.-a-He-a-had-a-hoped-a-fucking-a-would-a-bring-a-calm-a-to-a-his-a-thoughts. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    But-a-tonight-a-had-a-been-a-different.-a-There-a-was-a-something-a-driving-a-him,-a-making-a-him-a-crazy.-a-He'd-a-needed-a-to-a-use-a-someone-a-else's-a-flesh,-a-someone-a-who-a-didn't-a-matter,-a-or-a-he-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-do-a-worse.-a-The-a-difficulties-a-that-a-could-a-possibly-a-come-a-with-a-it-a-had-a-been-a-worth-a-it. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-pulled-a-out-a-the-a-letter-a-Cadeon-a-had-a-written-a-him.-a-The-a-letter-a-itself-a-was-a-good-a-news.-a-Cadeon-a-had-a-caught-a-the-a-Silver-a-Witch.-a-It-a-was-a-the-a-circumstances-a-surrounding-a-the-a-capture-a-and-a-that-a-bitch-a-that-a-bothered-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-was-a-the-a-way-a-Cadeon-a-talked-a-about-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "They-a-treat-a-her-a-as-a-if-a-she's-a-going-a-to-a-damn-a-them-a-to-a-eternal-a-fire-a-with-a-a-a-simple-a-word,-a-My-a-Lord.-a-She-a-does-a-nothing-a-to-a-try-a-to-a-escape-a-even-a-though-a-for-a-days-a-she-a-avoided-a-us.-a-It-a-was-a-as-a-if-a-there-a-were-a-beings-a-whispering-a-our-a-plans-a-to-a-her.-a-But-a-still,-a-she-a-sits-a-chained-a-in-a-my-a-tent-a-staring-a-at-a-me-a-with-a-ancient-a-eyes." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-didn't-a-have-a-Cadeon's-a-romantic-a-notions-a-about-a-the-a-Silver-a-Witch.-a-She-a-was-a-planning-a-an-a-escape.-a-Cadeon-a-was-a-just-a-too-a-blinded-a-by-a-the-a-creature-a-who-a-was-a-nothing-a-but-a-a-a-fucking-a-nuisance. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-had-a-thought-a-he-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-have-a-to-a-personally-a-go-a-down-a-to-a-the-a-backwards-a-country-a-and-a-handle-a-her-a-himself.-a-He-a-had-a-almost-a-hoped-a-he-a-would,-a-his-a-days-a-of-a-breaking-a-bones-a-and-a-ending-a-lives-a-weren't-a-as-a-often-a-as-a-he'd-a-liked. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-most-a-certainly-a-would-a-not-a-have-a-given-a-that-a-Terithian-a-bitch-a-an-a-opportunity-a-to-a-make-a-him-a-chase-a-her-a-all-a-over-a-the-a-country-a-side.-a-And-a-he-a-could-a-have-a-sworn-a-Cadeon-a-wouldn't-a-have-a-either. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-rest-a-of-a-the-a-letter-a-had-a-been-a-filled-a-with-a-mundane-a-information-a-about-a-the-a-condition-a-of-a-the-a-rural-a-estate-a-and-a-the-a-capture-a-of-a-Jenedia—which-a-was-a-just-a-as-a-pleasing-a-as-a-Siyura's-a-capture.-a-The-a-Valiant-a-Allegiance-a-had-a-been-a-a-a-problem-a-he-a-hadn't-a-expected-a-and-a-needed-a-to-a-burn-a-out-a-immediately.-a-Their-a-enemies-a-were-a-already-a-whispering-a-about-a-the-a-unsuspecting-a-prowess-a-that-a-had-a-come-a-out-a-of-a-the-a-little-a-costal-a-country.-a-Everyone-a-had-a-been-a-surprised-a-and-a-he-a-needed-a-them-a-captured-a-and-a-dead-a-before-a-Haldane's-a-enemies-a-recruited-a-them.-a-He-a-had-a-Jenedia-a-and-a-Siyura—the-a-ring-a-leaders,-a-and-a-lord-a-Farrow-a-was-a-practically-a-breathing-a-down-a-Cera-a-and-a-Adrian's-a-necks. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Tryxoth-a-was-a-pinpointing-a-the-a-girl-Queen-a-with-a-whatever-a-foreign-a-magic-a-she-a-chose-a-to-a-whisper-a-to. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-sat-a-back,-a-the-a-chair-a-creaking-a-under-a-his-a-weight. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-would-a-be-a-pleased-a-when-a-Cadeon-a-came-a-back.-a-He'd-a-be-a-even-a-more-a-pleased-a-to-a-see-a-Lady-a-Siyura's-a-downfall. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    ******* 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-sat-a-up-a-quickly,-a-her-a-heart-a-beat-a-thrumming-a-in-a-her-a-throat. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Captured,-a-she-a-had-a-been-a-captured. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-had-a-been-a-a-a-startling-a-revelation-a-she-a-had-a-as-a-that-a-bastard-a-Cadeon-a-had-a-herded-a-her-a-like-a-a-a-stupid-a-sheep.-a-She-a-wasn't-a-going-a-to-a-get-a-away.-a-Everything-a-she-a-had-a-done-a-was-a-in-a-vain-a-and-a-she-a-wasn't-a-going-a-to-a-keep-a-giving-a-herself-a-false-a-hope-a-when-a-she-a-knew,-a-she-a-knew,-a-that-a-this-a-whole-a-thing-a-could-a-very-a-fucking-a-well-a-mean-a-her-a-death. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-couldn't-a-keep-a-running-a-when-a-there-a-were-a-civilian-a-lives-a-at-a-stake.-a-That-a-would-a-make-a-her-a-just-a-as-a-bad-a-as-a-the-a-monsters-a-she-a-tried-a-to-a-slay.-a-To-a-draw-a-out-a-this-a-long-a-affair-a-was-a-cruel,-a-so-a-when-a-the-a-exhaustion-a-had-a-overtaken-a-her,-a-she-a-had,-a-for-a-the-a-first-a-time,-a-been-a-subdued. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-hadn't-a-made-a-it-a-easy-a-for-a-Cadeon-a-to-a-do-a-so. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Besides,-a-how-a-else-a-was-a-she-a-going-a-to-a-get-a-close-a-to-a-the-a-King-a-to-a-murder-a-him?-a-Can't-a-very-a-well-a-do-a-that-a-frolicking-a-in-a-the-a-godsdamn-a-country-a-side,-a-now-a-could-a-she?-a-She-a-could-a-guarantee-a-that-a-she-a-was-a-here-a-to-a-be-a-executed,-a-which,-a-eh,-a-that-a-was-a-fair. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    But-a-she-a-could-a-also-a-guarantee-a-that-a-the-a-King-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-be-a-there,-a-center-a-of-a-all-a-the-a-drama.-a-Since,-a-her-a-mother-a-appeared-a-to-a-her,-a-she-a-had-a-let-a-the-a-magic-a-she-a-usually-a-had-a-to-a-fight-a-or-a-fuck-a-off-a-build-a-up-a-inside-a-of-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    If-a-they-a-wanted-a-entertainment-a-she-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-fucking-a-deliver. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura's-a-head-a-snapped-a-up-a-at-a-the-a-sound-a-of-a-someone-a-walking-a-up-a-to-a-her-a-cell. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-was-a-that-a-stupidly-a-gorgeous,-a-Cadeon.-a-Really,-a-it-a-was-a-hard-a-to-a-take-a-him-a-serious-a-when-a-he-a-had-a-a-a-face-a-crafted-a-by-a-the-a-Gods. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-was-a-again-a-in-a-more-a-formal-a-attire,-a-black-a-and-a-silver.-a-In-a-the-a-middle-a-of-a-his-a-chest,-a-was-a-a-a-fearsome-a-wolf,-a-the-a-outline-a-soft,-a-like-a-the-a-creature-a-was-a-coming-a-out-a-of-a-the-a-darkness. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "A-a-wolf-a-is-a-a-a-bit-a-much-a-for-a-you,-a-isn't-a-it?"-a-she-a-said-a-hoping-a-he'd-a-take-a-the-a-insult-a-as-a-intended. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-just-a-smiled-a-and-a-leaned-a-against-a-the-a-bars,-a-watching-a-her-a-like-a-she-a-had-a-watched-a-him.-a-He-a-had-a-been-a-surprised-a-when-a-she-a-had-a-given-a-up,-a-even-a-more-a-surprised-a-when-a-she-a-tried-a-to-a-punch-a-him-a-into-a-unconsciousness-a-when-a-she'd-a-seen-a-Jenedia. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-older-a-man-a-had-a-begged-a-her-a-not-a-to-a-do-a-it.-a-Even-a-when-a-they-a-had-a-been-a-transported-a-from-a-Terithia-a-to-a-Haldane's-a-capital.-a-It-a-was-a-only-a-her-a-threatening-a-to-a-rip-a-his-a-tongue-a-out-a-that-a-finally-a-sent-a-him-a-into-a-a-a-dark-a-silence-a-which-a-she-a-had-a-been-a-sorry-a-for. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    But-a-she'd-a-rather-a-give-a-him-a-something-a-to-a-think-a-about-a-besides-a-their-a-upcoming-a-executions. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I'd-a-appreciate-a-it,-a-if-a-you'd-a-take-a-your-a-boyish-a-fascination-a-somewhere-a-else.-a-It's-a-strange." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    His-a-brows-a-went-a-up,-a-"You-a-think-a-I'm-a-strange?-a-Are-a-you-a-sure?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-shrugged-a-her-a-shoulders-a-and-a-got-a-up-a-from-a-the-a-disgraced-a-pile-a-of-a-hay-a-they-a-called-a-a-a-bed.-a-She-a-came-a-closer-a-to-a-the-a-crisscrossing-a-bars,-a-happy-a-Cadeon-a-didn't-a-pull-a-back. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-don't-a-like-a-the-a-way-a-you-a-stare-a-at-a-me-a-and-a-I-a-would-a-like-a-to-a-prepare-a-for-a-my-a-impending-a-death-a-in-a-peace."-a-She-a-joked-a-but-a-a-a-shadow-a-crossed-a-his-a-face. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-did-a-cause-a-quite-a-a-a-bit-a-of-a-trouble."-a-He-a-said-a-softly. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-pushed-a-her-a-frizzy-a-hair-a-out-a-of-a-her-a-way,-a-"I-a-know-a-that.-a-And-a-I-a-would-a-happily-a-do-a-it-a-again.-a-Tell-a-me,-a-am-a-I-a-ever-a-going-a-to-a-meet-a-the-a-wolf-a-who-a-shamelessly-a-hunted-a-me-a-down?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    His-a-lost-a-all-a-humor,-a-"You-a-don't-a-want-a-to-a-meet-a-him,-a-Siyura." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-pulled-a-her-a-lip-a-down-a-in-a-a-a-mock-a-pout,-a-"Why-a-not?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Let's-a-not-a-worry-a-about-a-it,-a-okay?-a-Would-a-you-a-like-a-something-a-to-a-eat?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-smiled-a-at-a-him,-a-"A-a-last-a-meal?-a-How-a-sweet-a-of-a-you,-a-boy.-a-But-a-back-a-to-a-my-a-tormentors.-a-I-a-felt-a-my-a-reception-a-was-a-not-a-a-a-grand-a-as-a-it-a-could-a-have-a-been.-a-I-a-mean-a-I-a-did-a-single-handily-a-chop-a-Braydor's-a-squadron-a-down.-a-And-a-if-a-I-a-remember-a-correctly,-a-I-a-handed-a-you-a-your-a-ass-a-at-a-least-a-two-a-times." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon-a-tilted-a-his-a-head-a-and-a-laughed,-a-the-a-sound-a-thrilling,-a-"Fine,-a-I'll-a-give-a-you-a-that,-a-witch.-a-But-a-consider-a-this-a-a-a-blessing.-a-The-a-Chaotic-a-King-a-is-a-leaving-a-you-a-in-a-peace-a-as-a-well-a-as-a-his-a-Lords." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    That-a-was-a-the-a-weird-a-thing,-a-did-a-they-a-not-a-want-a-information-a-she-a-had? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Cadeon,"-a-she-a-said-a-her-a-heart-a-freezing,-a-"why-a-aren't-a-they-a-questioning-a-me?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-gave-a-her-a-a-a-look-a-of-a-pity,-a-"The-a-Warlord-a-is-a-a-a-thorough-a-male,-a-Lady." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    For-a-the-a-first-a-time-a-since-a-this-a-whole-a-ordeal-a-started,-a-Siyura-a-was-a-scared,-a-"They-a-don't-a-have-a-Arelia,-a-do-a-they?-a-Please,-a-tell-a-me." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "No,-a-they-a-don't-a-have-a-her.-a-And-a-if-a-it-a-makes-a-you-a-feel-a-better,-a-Grimier-a-probably-a-isn't-a-long-a-for-a-this-a-world.-a-The-a-Warlord-a-isn't-a-fond-a-of-a-traitors-a-even-a-when-a-they-a-work-a-in-a-his-a-best-a-interest." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-gave-a-him-a-a-a-cool-a-look,-a-"It-a-seems-a-we-a-have-a-something-a-in-a-common.-a-And-a-you-a-mean-a-to-a-tell-a-me-a-they-a-don't-a-have-a-her-a-yet,-a-don't-a-you?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Why-a-do-a-you-a-insist-a-on-a-this?-a-Can-a-you-a-just...be-a-at-a-peace?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I'm-a-at-a-peace.-a-I'm-a-in-a-this-a-shitty-a-cell,-a-am-a-I-a-not?-a-I-a-gave-a-myself-a-to-a-death-a-and-a-made-a-your-a-job-a-easier.-a-You're-a-welcome." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-gave-a-her-a-his-a-boyish-a-smile-a-again,-a-so-a-bright-a-on-a-his-a-face.-a-For-a-the-a-right-a-hand-a-of-a-a-a-supposed-a-Warlord-a-he-a-was-a-youthfully-a-endearing. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-annoyed-a-her,-a-"What-a-have-a-you-a-come-a-here-a-for,-a-Sir-a-Cadeon,-a-if-a-not-a-to-a-gloat?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-don't-a-gloat."-a-He-a-said-a-his-a-fingers-a-tightening-a-around-a-the-a-flat-a-bars. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Not-a-when-a-your-a-prey-a-is-a-up-a-for-a-the-a-fire."-a-She-a-said-a-winking-a-at-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You've-a-made-a-your-a-point.-a-I-a-just...I'm-a-curious-a-about-a-you.-a-You're-a-different...even-a-from-a-the-a-other-a-Terithians-a-I've-a-seen." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-rolled-a-her-a-eyes,-a-bored-a-by-a-the-a-question,-a-"If-a-you're-a-asking-a-me-a-if-a-I-a-was-a-King-a-Haeler's-a-daughter,-a-the-a-answer-a-is-a-no.-a-My-a-mother's-a-belly-a-was-a-already-a-heavy-a-with-a-me-a-when-a-she-a-found-a-asylum-a-with-a-him." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "So,"-a-he-a-said-a-eagerly,-a-his-a-eyes-a-bright,-a-"where-a-do-a-you-a-come-a-from?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-reached-a-through-a-the-a-bar-a-and-a-lightly-a-tapped-a-her-a-slender-a-finger-a-on-a-his-a-chin,-a-"That-a-is-a-my-a-secret-a-to-a-keep-a-for-a-however-a-long-a-it-a-takes-a-for-a-them-a-to-a-set-a-up-a-the-a-chopping-a-block." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Besides,-a-speaking-a-of-a-her-a-origins-a-was-a-dangerous-a-and-a-annoying.-a-These-a-pale-a-lords-a-were-a-so-a-fascinated-a-by-a-anything-a-different-a-than-a-them. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon-a-looked-a-disappointed-a-but-a-let-a-her-a-have-a-her-a-peace,-a-"Well,-a-keep-a-your-a-secrets-a-but-a-please-a-let-a-me-a-feed..." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-didn't-a-hear-a-him.-a-Her-a-ears-a-were-a-fuzzy-a-with-a-whispering-a-that-a-was-a-banging-a-around-a-her-a-ears. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-grabbed-a-onto-a-the-a-bars-a-hoping-a-that-a-they-a-would-a-anchor-a-her-a-to-a-the-a-world-a-around-a-her.-a-Damn-a-her-a-mother!-a-She-a-knew-a-that-a-if-a-she-a-turned-a-around-a-her-a-mother-a-would-a-be-a-looking-a-back-a-out-a-at-a-her-a-from-a-the-a-shadows.-a-Beckoning-a-her-a-decent-a-into-a-madness...seducing-a-her-a-to-a-debauchery. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    So-a-instead,-a-she-a-stared-a-into-a-the-a-eyes-a-of-a-the-a-male-a-who-a-had-a-helped-a-speed-a-up-a-the-a-end-a-of-a-her-a-life. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Here...he's-a-here...run,-a-run,-a-see-a-me-a-not,-a-see-a-me-a-not,-a-see-a-me-a-not,-a-see-a-me-a-not,-a-see-a-me-a-notseemenotseemenot."-a-Her-a-mother's-a-warped-a-voiced-a-said-a-next-a-to-a-her,-a-all-a-around-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-knew-a-those-a-words.-a-They-a-were-a-the-a-same-a-words-a-her-a-mother-a-had-a-used-a-to-a-escape-a-King-a-Haeler's-a-notice.-a-The-a-times-a-when-a-he-a-would-a-try-a-to-a-crawl-a-into-a-her-a-mother's-a-skin.-a-He,-a-was-a-a-a-dignified-a-man-a-before-a-the-a-witch-a-had-a-come-a-into-a-his-a-life.-a-Then,-a-as-a-he-a-fell-a-into-a-her-a-enthrall,-a-he-a-would-a-fall-a-to-a-his-a-knee,-a-furious-a-tears-a-glazing-a-his-a-blue-a-eyes-a-and-a-rage-a-at-a-the-a-stone-a-walls-a-that-a-hid-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Sometimes-a-his-a-fury-a-would-a-not-a-be-a-so-a-calm.-a-Sometimes-a-he-a-would-a-strike-a-out-a-at-a-those-a-so-a-much-a-more-a-vulnerable. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-shook-a-away-a-the-a-memories-a-she-a-had-a-long-a-ago-a-tried-a-to-a-burn-a-out-a-of-a-her-a-head. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-couldn't-a-say-a-she-a-was-a-surprised-a-to-a-hear-a-her-a-mother-a-now.-a-Or-a-to-a-hear-a-the-a-spell-a-that-a-had-a-not-a-been-a-uttered-a-in-a-years-a-falling-a-from-a-her-a-lips. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-air-a-around-a-her-a-got-a-hazy-a-and-a-Cadeon-a-and-a-the-a-Royal-a-guard-a-seemed-a-to-a-be-a-slowing-a-down-a-in-a-time.-a-Cadeon's-a-mouth-a-still-a-formed-a-words-a-but-a-his-a-meaning-a-became-a-nothing-a-to-a-her.-a-He-a-was-a-still-a-seeing-a-her-a-as-a-she-a-was:-a-a-a-vibrant-a-thing-a-with-a-a-a-quick-a-mouth. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    That's-a-why,-a-if-a-maybe-a-she-a-weren't-a-about-a-to-a-die,-a-she'd-a-feel-a-somewhat-a-bad-a-about-a-pushing-a-the-a-locked-a-door-a-open-a-and-a-walking-a-around-a-him.-a-His-a-mouth-a-still-a-moving-a-as-a-if-a-still-a-engaged-a-in-a-conversation-a-with-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Sorry,-a-puppy."-a-She-a-said-a-wanting-a-to-a-pat-a-his-a-head-a-but-a-afraid-a-he'd-a-break-a-away-a-from-a-the-a-spell. 
 
      
 
      
 
   
  
 

   
 
    If-a-her-a-mother-a-was-a-giving-a-her-a-a-a-chance-a-to-a-escape—though-a-why-a-was-a-more-a-than-a-suspect,-a-she-a-would-a-take-a-the-a-opportunity.-a-Not-a-to-a-free-a-herself,-a-she-a-had-a-happily-a-made-a-her-a-bed,-a-but-a-to-a-try-a-and-a-free-a-Jenedia.-a-That-a-old-a-dog-a-had-a-done-a-more-a-than-a-his-a-fair-a-share-a-of-a-following-a-her-a-blindly-a-into-a-freedom.-a-He-a-didn't-a-deserve-a-this-a-death,-a-no-a-matter-a-what-a-those-a-idiots-a-said. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-was-a-quick-a-on-a-her-a-feet;-a-not-a-sure-a-how-a-long-a-time-a-would-a-slow-a-down-a-for-a-her-a-or-a-the-a-net-a-of-a-range-a-that-a-it-a-had-a-cast.-a-She-a-knew-a-Jenedia-a-couldn't-a-be-a-far-a-away-a-from-a-her-a-own-a-cell—she-a-had-a-heard-a-him-a-insulting-a-the-a-guards-a-with-a-words-a-that-a-would-a-make-a-the-a-Goddess,-a-herself,-a-blush. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-could-a-hear-a-her-a-boots-a-on-a-the-a-cement-a-floor-a-mixing-a-with-a-her-a-mother's-a-voice.-a-As-a-if-a-she-a-were-a-some-a-omnipotent-a-god,-a-urging-a-Siyura-a-on.-a-The-a-guards-a-stationed-a-at-a-random-a-intervals-a-flew-a-past-a-her-a-with-a-blur-a-of-a-red. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Still-a-none-a-of-a-them-a-moved-a-to-a-try-a-and-a-stop-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-came-a-to-a-the-a-end-a-of-a-the-a-hall,-a-the-a-cells-a-around-a-her...-a-empty.-a-That-a-was-a-impossible,-a-he-a-had-a-to-a-be-a-here.-a-Surely,-a-they-a-would-a-not-a-take-a-him-a-to-a-a-a-civilian-a-holding-a-cell-a-where-a-the-a-bodies-a-would-a-be-a-bursting-a-from-a-the-a-bars? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Whatever,-a-she-a-would-a-go-a-to-a-him-a-all-a-the-a-same.-a-She-a-took-a-an-a-iron-a-key-a-hanging-a-from-a-a-a-hook-a-by-a-the-a-door-a-using-a-it-a-to-a-turn-a-the-a-huge-a-tumblers-a-keeping-a-her-a-locked-a-away.-a-She-a-didn't-a-shut-a-the-a-door-a-behind-a-her-a-when-a-she-a-shot-a-through-a-the-a-threshold,-a-bounding-a-up-a-the-a-crooked-a-stone-a-staircase-a-it-a-led-a-to. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-didn't-a-come-a-out-a-where-a-she-a-thought-a-she-a-would.-a-Fuck,-a-she-a-thought,-a-where-a-had-a-they-a-put-a-him? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "STOP!"-a-she-a-heard-a-a-a-shout-a-far-a-behind-a-her-a-and-a-didn't-a-even-a-stop-a-to-a-see-a-who-a-it-a-was.-a-She-a-had-a-a-a-good-a-fucking-a-guess. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-slammed-a-the-a-door-a-from-a-the-a-staircase-a-and-a-ran-a-around-a-a-a-curved-a-wall-a-that-a-indicated-a-she-a-was-a-in-a-a-a-tower.-a-She-a-heard-a-heavy-a-banging-a-and-a-she-a-looked-a-behind-a-her,-a-even-a-knowing-a-what-a-was-a-back-a-there. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-should-a-have-a-kept-a-her-a-eyes-a-in-a-front-a-of-a-her.-a-When-a-she-a-turned-a-back-a-around-a-she-a-let-a-a-a-sharp-a-cry-a-of-a-alarm.-a-Her-a-mother's-a-voice-a-cut-a-off-a-as-a-if-a-having-a-been-a-snuffed-a-out...or-a-frightened-a-away. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-had-a-almost-a-run-a-into-a-male-a-standing-a-casually-a-in-a-the-a-hallway,-a-his-a-stature-a-overbearing.-a-She-a-was-a-so-a-close-a-to-a-him-a-she-a-could-a-feel-a-the-a-heat-a-coming-a-from-a-him.-a-He-a-had-a-on-a-black,-a-plated,-a-clothes-a-and-a-a-a-black-a-fur-a-thrown-a-around-a-his-a-shoulders. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-had-a-a-a-cruel-a-face-a-even-a-with-a-him-a-showing-a-all-a-appearances-a-of-a-being-a-relaxed.-a-His-a-eyes-a-were-a-the-a-worst-a-part,-a-they-a-were...gray-a-and-a-icy.-a-There-a-was-a-no-a-warmth-a-or-a-connection-a-of-a-humanity-a-in-a-them.-a-Someone-a-like-a-that-a-could-a-be-a-capable-a-of-a-doing-a-deeds-a-too-a-horrendous-a-to-a-be-a-put-a-to-a-thought. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-was-a-completely-a-transfixed,-a-very-a-aware-a-she-a-should-a-be-a-defending-a-herself.-a-Even-a-with-a-the-a-collective-a-sound-a-of-a-boots-a-coming-a-up-a-behind-a-her-a-she-a-couldn't-a-move. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-male-a-raised-a-a-a-large-a-hand-a-and-a-slowly-a-lifted-a-it-a-toward-a-her-a-face. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Don't."-a-she-a-whispered-a-but-a-he-a-didn't-a-listen-a-to-a-her,-a-just-a-watched-a-her-a-mouth-a-as-a-she-a-spoke. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    His-a-fingers-a-smooth-a-along-a-her-a-jaw-a-and-a-slowly-a-into-a-her-a-hair,-a-causing-a-a-a-lick-a-of-a-sensual-a-heat-a-to-a-go-a-through-a-her.-a-He-a-watched-a-his-a-thumb-a-stroke-a-over-a-the-a-swell-a-of-a-her-a-bottom-a-lip. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Suddenly-a-his-a-feature-a-collapsed-a-into-a-fury-a-and-a-his-a-hand-a-tightened-a-on-a-her.-a-Before-a-she-a-could-a-wrench-a-away-a-from-a-him,-a-he-a-slammed-a-her,-a-head-a-first,-a-into-a-the-a-stone-a-wall. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-fell-a-into-a-unconsciousness-a-with-a-him-a-standing-a-over-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    ********* 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-was-a-blinking-a-in-a-and-a-out.-a-She-a-was-a-having-a-a-a-hard-a-time-a-getting-a-herself-a-to-a-wake-a-up.-a-Bits-a-and-a-pieces-a-would-a-flash-a-across-a-her-a-mind's-a-eye.-a-Cadeon-a-frowning-a-down-a-at-a-her...that-a-bastard-a-who-a-knocked-a-her-a-out-a-staring-a-at-a-her-a-eerily. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-had-a-had-a-to-a-fight-a-her-a-back-a-from-a-the-a-warm-a-blackness-a-that-a-was-a-trying-a-to-a-pull-a-her-a-down-a-its-a-depths. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Sometimes-a-it-a-would-a-win. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    There-a-was-a-one-a-point,-a-where-a-a-a-female-a-with-a-silver-a-blonde-a-hair-a-was-a-straddling-a-her,-a-running-a-her-a-cool-a-hands-a-all-a-over-a-Siyura's-a-breasts. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-never-a-thought-a-I'd-a-live-a-to-a-see-a-one-a-of-a-you."-a-She-a-had-a-cooed-a-in-a-Siyura's-a-ear-a-before-a-snaking-a-her-a-tongue-a-out,-a-licking-a-her-a-jaw. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-had-a-slid-a-her-a-hand-a-down-a-to-a-Siyura's-a-sex-a-pushing-a-her-a-fingers-a-between-a-the-a-folds. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Are-a-you-a-as-a-passionate-a-as-a-the-a-myth-a-says?"-a-she-a-whispered-a-against-a-Siyura's-a-mouth-a-before-a-kissing-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-wanted-a-to-a-push-a-her-a-off,-a-punch-a-her-a-out,-a-for-a-daring-a-to-a-touch-a-her.-a-The-a-female-a-moaned-a-into-a-her-a-mouth-a-and-a-began-a-to-a-slowly-a-ride-a-Siyura.-a-She-a-could-a-feel-a-the-a-slit-a-of-a-her-a-pussy-a-against-a-hers-a-and-a-she-a-willed-a-her-a-arms-a-to-a-move.-a-The-a-sensation-a-rhythmic...arousing. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-female's-a-hips-a-were-a-snapping-a-back-a-and-a-forth,-a-her-a-juices-a-all-a-over-a-Siyura.-a-She-a-could-a-feel-a-herself-a-getting-a-wet-a-but-a-didn't-a-think-a-much-a-of-a-it.-a-She-a-knew-a-how-a-her-a-body-a-worked-a-and-a-she-a-knew-a-that-a-if-a-she-a-could-a-move-a-she-a-would-a-rip-a-this-a-female-a-a-a-part-a-slowly,-a-painfully. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Her-a-blonde-a-hair-a-fell-a-over-a-her-a-she-a-leaned-a-down-a-and-a-sucked-a-Siyura's-a-nipple-a-into-a-her-a-mouth.-a-Her-a-eyes-a-flicked-a-up-a-to-a-hers-a-and-a-she-a-smiled-a-at-a-her,-a-"My,-a-what-a-a-a-fearsome-a-thing-a-you-a-are.-a-I-a-may-a-opt-a-to-a-keep-a-you-a-for-a-myself." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    No-a-one,-a-she-a-seethed,-a-was-a-doing-a-a-a-godsdamn-a-thing-a-to-a-her-a-and-a-when-a-the-a-blonde-a-leaned-a-down-a-to-a-kiss-a-Siyura's-a-mouth-a-again,-a-something-a-inside-a-of-a-her-a-finally,-a-blessedly,-a-gave-a-way. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-leaned-a-up-a-and-a-with-a-one-a-hard-a-strike-a-latched-a-onto-a-the-a-female's-a-neck,-a-biting-a-down-a-as-a-hard-a-as-a-she-a-could.-a-The-a-sound-a-of-a-screaming-a-and-a-the-a-taste-a-of-a-blood-a-between-a-her-a-teeth-a-made-a-her-a-smile-a-before-a-she-a-fell-a-into-a-the-a-abyss-a-again. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    When-a-she-a-finally-a-clawed-a-her-a-back,-a-it-a-wasn't-a-without-a-repercussions.-a-She-a-awoke-a-to-a-strange-a-smells-a-in-a-her-a-nose-a-and-a-was-a-sure-a-her-a-head-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-splinter-a-into-a-pieces.-a-She-a-sat-a-on-a-a-a-slab-a-of-a-wood.-a-All-a-around-a-her-a-were-a-strange-a-plants,-a-oddly-shaped-a-glass-a-cylinders,-a-and-a-reddish-a-black-a-stain-a-on-a-the-a-floor-a-below-a-her-a-feet. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-was-a-sure-a-that-a-bitch-a-had-a-drugged-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-sat-a-up,-a-grasping-a-her-a-head. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-blinked-a-a-a-couple-a-times,-a-trying-a-to-a-clear-a-away-a-the-a-cobwebs-a-in-a-her-a-skull.-a-When-a-she-a-heard-a-a-a-subtle-a-chime,-a-she-a-looked-a-at-a-her-a-wrist.-a-Around-a-it-a-was-a-dainty-a-little-a-chain-a-with-a-gold-a-charms-a-she-a-didn't-a-recognize.-a-There-a-was-a-another-a-one-a-also-a-on-a-her-a-other-a-wrist-a-and-a-the-a-curve-a-of-a-her-a-waist. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Have-a-Mercy,-a-what-a-is-a-this?"-a-she-a-whispered,-a-tugging-a-at-a-the-a-chain-a-circling-a-her-a-waist. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-heard-a-a-a-heavy-a-sigh-a-of-a-breath-a-and-a-looked-a-up,-a-"Are-a-you-a-going-a-follow-a-me-a-everywhere-a-I-a-go?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon-a-was-a-leaning-a-against-a-the-a-wall-a-by-a-some-a-flowers-a-that-a-had-a-been-a-hung-a-upside-a-down-a-to-a-dry. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-just-a-had-a-to-a-be-a-interesting."-a-He-a-glared-a-at-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-glared-a-back-a-at-a-him,-a-"What-a-does-a-that-a-mean?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "That-a-little-a-stunt-a-you-a-pulled-a-in-a-the-a-East-a-tower-a-was-a-pretty-a-impressive.-a-So-a-much-a-so,-a-that-a-the-a-Royal-a-Guard-a-couldn't-a-help-a-but-a-tell-a-it-a-to-a-their-a-commander-a-who-a-then-a-told-a-the-a-King." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Okay-a-and?"-a-she-a-snapped. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "And,-a-he-a-was-a-interested-a-in-a-how-a-you-a-were-a-able-a-to-a-do-a-that.-a-You've-a-been-a-given-a-a-a-stay-a-of-a-execution." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-must-a-have-a-looked-a-shocked-a-because-a-he-a-nodded-a-gravely,-a-"You-a-fighting-a-off-a-Tryxoth's-a-magic-a-sealed-a-the-a-deal.-a-She-a-really-a-fucking-a-hates-a-you-a-by-a-the-a-way.-a-You-a-tore-a-a-a-hole-a-in-a-her-a-neck." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-rubbed-a-the-a-skin-a-on-a-her-a-wrist,-a-the-a-bracelet's-a-making-a-her-a-uncomfortable,-a-"The-a-bitch-a-deserved-a-it." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon-a-shrugged-a-his-a-large-a-shoulders,-a-"Daendrin-a-wants-a-you-a-dead...so-a-does-a-the-a-Warlord,-a-if-a-it's-a-any-a-consolation." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "So-a-why-a-am-a-I-a-not-a-dead?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Shadows-a-crossed-a-his-a-face,-a-"I-a-don't-a-know-a-but-a-there-a-is-a-one-a-thing-a-you-a-should-a-be-a-made-a-aware-a-of." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "And-a-what-a-is-a-that?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "The-a-Warlord-a-took-a-charge-a-of-a-you.-a-You-a-belong-a-to-a-him,-a-now." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Madness-a-in-a-Blood-a-Ch.-a-03 
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-was-a-sure-a-she-a-was-a-losing-a-her-a-senses. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-moment-a-Cadeon-a-told-a-her-a-she-a-was-a-someone's-a-property,-a-she-a-had-a-laughed-a-uncontrollably. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    No-a-one-a-owned-a-her.-a-No-a-one.-a-She-a-had-a-gone-a-to-a-great-a-lengths-a-to-a-fight-a-off-a-her-a-stepfather's-a-machinations-a-to-a-see-a-her-a-married-a-off-a-and-a-out-a-of-a-his-a-life.-a-She-a-had-a-punished-a-anyone-a-who-a-insulted-a-her-a-by-a-offering-a-a-a-body-a-weight-a-of-a-material-a-things-a-for-a-a-a-more...lascivious-a-position.-a-Damn-a-it,-a-she-a-had-a-fought-a-to-a-keep-a-herself-a-free-a-from-a-being-a-a-a-pretty-a-thing-a-to-a-be-a-put-a-on-a-a-a-shelf. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    A-a-position-a-she-a-was-a-sure-a-the-a-Warlord-a-would-a-not-a-give-a-her.-a-For-a-mercy-a-sakes,-a-why-a-hadn't-a-she-a-gone-a-to-a-the-a-Overlord,-a-instead?-a-She-a-had-a-been-a-in-a-Terithia's-a-battlefield-a-more-a-than-a-long-a-enough-a-to-a-see-a-the-a-types-a-of-a-terror-a-the-a-Warlord-a-could-a-unleash-a-on-a-innocent-a-civilians.
 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-shuddered-a-at-a-the-a-body-a-parts-a-she-a-had-a-found-a-scattered-a-around-a-the-a-city-a-like-a-some-a-sick-a-seeker-a-game-a-Terithian-a-children-a-would-a-play.-a-Haldane-a-was-a-a-a-civilization-a-of-a-advancement,-a-more-a-than-a-anyone-a-in-a-the-a-realm-a-but-a-they-a-had-a-managed-a-to-a-keep-a-the-a-root-a-savagery-a-of-a-their-a-ancestors. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Sacrifice,-a-blood-a-rites,-a-cannibalism. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    On-a-the-a-worst-a-nights,-a-when-a-blood-a-sprayed-a-the-a-air-a-like-a-rain,-a-she-a-lost-a-her-a-soldiers-a-to-a-their-a-fires-a-and-a-spits.-a-Dead-a-or-a-alive. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-had-a-stopped-a-laughing-a-when-a-Cadeon-a-had-a-thrown-a-her-a-a-a-dingy-a-blanket-a-to-a-cover-a-herself-a-and-a-asked-a-her-a-to-a-please-a-make-a-this-a-easy.-a-She-a-had-a-thought-a-about-a-rushing-a-him-a-to-a-escape-a-but-a-he-a-must-a-have-a-known-a-because-a-he-a-had-a-an-a-escort-a-waiting-a-outside. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-was-a-to-a-be-a-taken-a-to-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-estate,-a-Sytadel,-a-in-a-the-a-east-a-land.-a-She-a-had-a-panicked-a-for-a-a-a-moment,-a-afraid-a-she-a-would-a-never-a-get-a-her-a-chance-a-to-a-try-a-and-a-kill-a-the-a-king.-a-It-a-was-a-after-a-a-a-moment,-a-she-a-realized-a-that-a-this-a-wasn't-a-a-a-lost-a-opportunity—it-a-was-a-an-a-extension. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    So,-a-she-a-covered-a-herself-a-and-a-let-a-Cadeon-a-and-a-his-a-men-a-take-a-her-a-to-a-a-a-holding-a-carriage-a-that-a-was-a-waiting-a-in-a-a-a-private-a-entrance-a-of-a-the-a-lower-a-bailey.-a-Even-a-the-a-entrance-a-designated-a-for-a-the-a-lower-a-class-a-was-a-clean-a-and-a-well-kept,-a-the-a-stone-a-a-a-pristine-a-beige. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-was-a-lucky.-a-Most-a-slaves-a-were-a-transported-a-by-a-collars-a-around-a-their-a-necks,-a-straps-a-of-a-leather-a-connected-a-to-a-the-a-wrist-a-of-a-an-a-escort-a-on-a-horseback.-a-She-a-was-a-put-a-into-a-a-a-carriage-a-that-a-had-a-heavy-a-bars-a-all-a-around-a-it-a-and-a-as-a-she-a-got-a-closer,-a-she-a-noticed-a-strange-a-etchings-a-on-a-them.-a-When-a-seating-a-herself-a-on-a-an-a-uneven-a-wooden-a-slab,-a-she-a-couldn't-a-help-a-but-a-feel-a-the-a-weight-a-of-a-the-a-chains-a-on-a-her-a-wrist-a-and-a-waist. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Which-a-was-a-ridiculous,-a-considering-a-they-a-were-a-light-a-and-a-dainty.-a-But-a-something-a-about-a-her-a-felt-a-off...like-a-she-a-was-a-healing-a-in-a-the-a-after-a-effects-a-of-a-losing-a-a-a-limb.-a-She-a-could-a-not-a-pin-a-point-a-it.-a-But-a-she-a-knew-a-it-a-had-a-something-a-to-a-do-a-with-a-them.-a-She-a-had-a-asked-a-Cadeon-a-but-a-he'd-a-just-a-shrugged-a-and-a-mounted-a-his-a-horse. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-would-a-take-a-them-a-a-a-day-a-or-a-so-a-to-a-reach-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-dwelling.-a-They-a-only-a-stopped-a-if-a-absolutely-a-necessary—no-a-one-a-wanted-a-to-a-be-a-responsible-a-for-a-telling-a-the-a-Warlord-a-that-a-they-a-lost-a-his-a-trophy-a-of-a-war.-a-But-a-Siyura-a-had-a-no-a-intention-a-of-a-running.-a-Not-a-yet,-a-anyways.-a-She-a-had-a-a-a-checklist-a-of-a-people-a-that-a-needed-a-to-a-die-a-before-a-she-a-took-a-off-a-from-a-Haldane. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    And-a-she-a-would-a-escape-a-there-a-was-a-no-a-doubt-a-about-a-that.-a-All-a-she-a-had-a-to-a-do-a-was-a-play-a-the-a-role-a-of-a-submissive-a-slave-a-and-a-do-a-what-a-she-a-was-a-told.-a-Being-a-inconspicuous-a-was-a-never-a-easy-a-for-a-her-a-but-a-if-a-it-a-meant-a-staying-a-out-a-of-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-way-a-to-a-win-a-her-a-perpetual-a-freedom-a-she-a-would-a-do-a-it. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-had-a-to-a-get-a-to-a-her-a-sister-a-Arelia.-a-She-a-was-a-still-a-in-a-immediate-a-danger-a-as-a-Terithia's-a-sole-a-surviving-a-monarch.-a-She-a-would-a-be-a-able-a-to-a-sow-a-dissension-a-from-a-Terithia's-a-remaining-a-civilians-a-and-a-would-a-be-a-put-a-to-a-death-a-or-a-used-a-if-a-Haldane's-a-war-a-faction-a-got-a-a-a-hold-a-of-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-hoped-a-one-a-of-a-the-a-remaining-a-Valiant-a-would-a-find-a-her-a-before-a-Haldane-a-did.-a-But-a-she-a-knew-a-some-a-of-a-them-a-would-a-rather-a-see-a-Arelia-a-dead-a-themselves-a-than-a-let-a-Haldane-a-use-a-her.-a-Now-a-that-a-she-a-had-a-been-a-granted-a-her-a-life-a-for-a-whatever-a-amount-a-of-a-time,-a-she-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-take-a-advantage-a-of-a-it. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    *** 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    They-a-had-a-arrived-a-at-a-Sytadel-a-in-a-the-a-cover-a-of-a-dark-a-but-a-even-a-night-a-couldn't-a-hide-a-the-a-expansive-a-structure-a-that-a-seemed-a-to-a-reach-a-of-a-the-a-heavens.-a-All-a-around-a-it-a-was-a-a-a-formidable-a-wall-a-that-a-would-a-take-a-a-a-dragon-a-or-a-maybe-a-a-a-god-a-themselves-a-to-a-come-a-and-a-strike-a-it-a-down.-a-She-a-couldn't-a-believe-a-how-a-large-a-it-a-was-a-and-a-wondered-a-what-a-type-a-of-a-power-a-it-a-had-a-taken-a-to-a-construct-a-it.-a-Surely,-a-if-a-she-a-had-a-a-a-wall-a-like-a-that,-a-Arvaka-a-would-a-have-a-never-a-have-a-been-a-targeted. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-thought-a-brought-a-a-a-looming-a-darkness-a-over-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    They-a-entered-a-the-a-wall-a-and-a-started-a-the-a-ascent-a-to-a-the-a-castle-a-that-a-lorded-a-over-a-the-a-rest-a-of-a-city.-a-Right-a-now,-a-the-a-city-a-was-a-asleep-a-but-a-she-a-could-a-still-a-see-a-the-a-magenta-a-and-a-orange-a-glows-a-of-a-dying-a-fires.-a-It-a-cast-a-a-a-supernatural-a-luminosity-a-that-a-confused-a-her-a-because-a-it-a-was-a-beautiful. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    This-a-city-a-was-a-pure-a-stone....no-a-straw,-a-or-a-wood,-a-or-a-mud-a-anywhere.-a-She-a-had-a-never-a-been-a-able-a-to-a-go-a-to-a-Haldane,-a-the-a-culture-a-scaring-a-her-a-mother-a-in-a-her-a-moments-a-of-a-lucidity.-a-And-a-when-a-she-a-gave-a-into-a-the-a-madness,-a-she-a-raged-a-into-a-the-a-night-a-that-a-the-a-monsters-a-of-a-Haldane-a-were-a-going-a-to-a-drag-a-her-a-only-a-daughter-a-away-a-into-a-the-a-pits-a-of-a-depravity. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    When-a-they-a-had-a-arrived-a-at-a-the-a-castle,-a-Siyura-a-had-a-had-a-just-a-about-a-enough-a-of-a-the-a-carriage.-a-It-a-had-a-little-a-protection-a-against-a-the-a-elements-a-and-a-the-a-wood-a-seat-a-was-a-fucking-a-uncomfortable.-a-She-a-didn't-a-care-a-that-a-she-a-was-a-about-a-to-a-be-a-delivered-a-into-a-the-a-mouth-a-of-a-the-a-wolf,-a-she-a-wanted-a-out-a-this-a-stupid-a-cage. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    There-a-were-a-more-a-men-a-to-a-meet-a-them-a-and-a-if-a-Siyura-a-wasn't-a-exhausted-a-and-a-antsy-a-she-a-would-a-be-a-amused-a-at-a-the-a-precautions-a-they-a-took. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon-a-dismounted-a-from-a-his-a-horse,-a-his-a-face-a-set-a-in-a-irritation,-a-and-a-unlocked-a-the-a-door-a-to-a-release-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-held-a-out-a-his-a-hand-a-to-a-help-a-her-a-down,-a-"I-a-don't-a-have-a-to-a-say-a-it's-a-best-a-to-a-cooperate?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-nodded-a-her-a-head-a-and-a-let-a-him-a-and-a-her-a-mini-a-guard-a-lead-a-her-a-to-a-whatever-a-fate-a-allowed.-a-She-a-wouldn't-a-allow-a-her-a-anxiety-a-to-a-show-a-no-a-matter-a-how-a-much-a-it-a-squeezed-a-at-a-her-a-lungs. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Though-a-the-a-hour-a-was-a-late,-a-the-a-occupants-a-of-a-Sytadel's-a-fortress-a-were-a-awake-a-as-a-if-a-waiting-a-for-a-her.-a-Cadeon-a-led-a-her-a-past-a-archways-a-that-a-had-a-pockets-a-of-a-people-a-staring-a-with-a-wide-a-eyes.-a-They-a-leaned-a-in-a-close-a-to-a-one-a-another-a-afraid-a-of-a-getting-a-too-a-close.-a-Their-a-whispers-a-got-a-louder-a-the-a-farther-a-she-a-got. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-was-a-taken-a-into-a-the-a-underbelly-a-of-a-the-a-castle-a-and-a-led-a-into-a-a-a-room-a-that-a-was-a-concave-a-and-a-dimly-a-lit.-a-Cadeon-a-motioned-a-for-a-the-a-rest-a-of-a-the-a-men-a-to-a-stay-a-outside-a-and-a-guided-a-Siyura-a-through.-a-In-a-the-a-middle-a-of-a-it,-a-stood-a-a-a-woman-a-who-a-was-a-so-a-stout-a-it-a-was-a-almost-a-intimidating.-a-She-a-had-a-her-a-stringy-a-peppered-a-hair-a-in-a-a-a-bun-a-on-a-top-a-of-a-her-a-head,-a-a-a-bumpy-a-nose,-a-and-a-what-a-Siyura-a-could-a-have-a-sworn-a-was-a-stubble-a-on-a-her-a-chin. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Miss-a-Umla,-a-I-a-apologize-a-for-a-interrupting-a-your-a-rest."-a-Cadeon-a-said-a-bowing-a-to-a-the-a-older-a-woman,-a-a-a-smile-a-on-a-his-a-face. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Umla-a-snapped-a-her-a-teeth-a-at-a-Cadeon-a-and-a-gave-a-him-a-a-a-very-a-sour-a-look,-a-"You-a-high-a-bred-a-cocks-a-are-a-never-a-sorry-a-for-a-anything.-a-You-a-enjoy-a-it-a-when-a-we-a-underlings-a-have-a-a-a-harder-a-time." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon-a-chuckled,-a-grabbed-a-an-a-apple-a-off-a-the-a-bowl-a-in-a-the-a-middle-a-of-a-the-a-table-a-and-a-sat-a-himself-a-on-a-stool-a-by-a-the-a-wall. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Don't-a-be-a-difficult,-a-Umla.-a-You-a-know-a-I-a-would-a-never-a-do-a-anything-a-to-a-bring-a-hardship-a-to-a-your-a-life.-a-These-a-are-a-orders-a-far-a-above-a-me." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Umla-a-pointed-a-a-a-stubby-a-finger-a-at-a-him,-a-"There-a-be-a-only-a-one-a-head-a-above-a-yours." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon-a-looked-a-at-a-her-a-exasperated,-a-"Umla,-a-this-a-is-a-a-a-dire-a-circumstance." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    With-a-that-a-Umla-a-took-a-in-a-Siyura,-a-standing-a-aimlessly-a-where-a-Cadeon-a-had-a-left-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Bringing-a-in-a-another-a-whore,-a-is-a-he?-a-Helene-a-or-a-Greta-a-could-a-have-a-handled-a-this."-a-She-a-sniffed. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Not-a-this-a-one." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Umla-a-looked-a-at-a-her-a-longer-a-this-a-time,-a-saw-a-the-a-charms-a-on-a-her,-a-and-a-narrowed-a-her-a-eyes,-a-"She-a-looks-a-like-a-a-a-whore...but-a-she-a-isn't.-a-At-a-least-a-not-a-yet.-a-What's-a-your-a-name,-a-girl?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "It's-a-not-a-whore,-a-I-a-can-a-assure-a-you."-a-She-a-heard-a-Cadeon-a-sigh-a-behind-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Umla's-a-lips-a-got-a-thinner,-a-"Mouthy.-a-You-a-best-a-keep-a-that-a-back-a-sass-a-under-a-your-a-tongue-a-or-a-it-a-won't-a-stay-a-inside-a-that-a-pretty-a-mouth-a-long." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-can-a-try."-a-Siyura-a-shot-a-back-a-and-a-before-a-anger-a-took-a-over-a-Umla's-a-face-a-she-a-thought-a-she-a-saw-a-surprise. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Either-a-way-a-she-a-didn't-a-test-a-Siyura-a-anymore-a-and-a-she-a-was-a-glad-a-of-a-it-a-because-a-she'd-a-hate-a-to-a-have-a-to-a-slap-a-someone-a-so-a-old. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-did-a-order-a-Siyura-a-to-a-follow-a-her-a-through-a-another-a-archway-a-to-a-a-a-room-a-positioned-a-behind-a-the-a-main-a-area.-a-In-a-it,-a-was-a-a-a-large-a-wooden-a-tub-a-and-a-a-a-stool-a-that-a-had-a-clothing-a-neatly-a-folded-a-on-a-top-a-of-a-it. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "In,"-a-Umla-a-ordered,-a-"I-a-take-a-it-a-I-a-won't-a-have-a-to-a-wash-a-you-a-down-a-like-a-a-a-child,-a-will-a-I?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-stripped-a-her-a-clothing-a-off,-a-ready-a-to-a-get-a-the-a-filth-a-of-a-the-a-king's-a-dungeon-a-off-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Absolutely-a-not."-a-And-a-stepped-a-into-a-the-a-water-a-not-a-amused-a-to-a-find-a-it-a-barely-a-above-a-freezing.-a-Umla-a-handed-a-her-a-a-a-rough-a-bar-a-of-a-soap-a-and-a-told-a-her-a-that-a-the-a-Warlord-a-liked-a-his-a-whores-a-clean. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-told-a-you-a-I-a-am-a-not-a-a-a-whore."-a-She-a-snapped,-a-the-a-fear-a-that-a-she-a-could-a-be-a-making-a-her-a-angry.-a-She-a-would-a-rather-a-die-a-than-a-be-a-forced-a-under-a-someone. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Umla-a-ignored-a-her-a-while-a-she-a-quickly-a-ran-a-the-a-soap-a-over-a-her-a-body-a-glorifying-a-in-a-washing-a-away-a-the-a-dirt-a-and-a-blood-a-of-a-the-a-past-a-few-a-weeks.-a-She-a-rinsed-a-herself-a-off-a-and-a-took-a-the-a-cloth-a-the-a-older-a-woman-a-held-a-out-a-to-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "If-a-you're-a-not-a-a-a-whore-a-than-a-you're-a-going-a-to-a-be-a-in-a-the-a-drudges-a-with-a-the-a-rest-a-of-a-us.-a-You-a-might-a-as-a-well-a-forget-a-your-a-life-a-of-a-finery—there-a-will-a-be-a-no-a-slowing-a-down.-a-You-a-will-a-be-a-expected-a-to-a-pull-a-the-a-same-a-weight-a-as-a-everyone-a-else."-a-Umla-a-said-a-her-a-tone-a-almost-a-condescending. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-pulled-a-on-a-a-a-night-a-shift-a-that-a-was-a-in-a-the-a-stack-a-of-a-clothing. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-know-a-about-a-domestic-a-labor."-a-Siyura-a-said-a-slipping-a-her-a-feet-a-in-a-the-a-brown-a-shoes. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-older-a-woman-a-put-a-her-a-hands-a-on-a-her-a-hips,-a-her-a-thick-a-brows-a-raised,-a-"Good.-a-And-a-if-a-you-a-try-a-anything-a-to-a-make-a-things-a-here-a-more-a-difficult,-a-I'll-a-take-a-strap-a-to-a-you." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-leveled-a-a-a-look-a-at-a-Umla,-a-"Excuse-a-me?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Umla-a-jabbed-a-a-a-finger-a-at-a-her,-a-"The-a-Warlord-a-might-a-own-a-you-a-now-a-but-a-you're-a-in-a-my-a-service-a-and-a-what-a-I-a-say-a-goes.-a-I've-a-been-a-given-a-leeway-a-to-a-punish-a-the-a-girls-a-under-a-me-a-as-a-I-a-see-a-fit." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-opened-a-her-a-mouth-a-to-a-say-a-something-a-that-a-would-a-probably-a-end-a-up-a-in-a-a-a-fight-a-but-a-Cadeon-a-appeared-a-in-a-the-a-doorway-a-as-a-if-a-sensing-a-the-a-rising-a-tension. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Come-a-now,-a-Umla.-a-Siyura-a-needs-a-be-a-put-a-away-a-for-a-the-a-night." 
 
      
 
   
  
 

   
 
      
 
    "Am-a-I-a-toy,-a-Cadeon?"-a-she-a-quipped-a-picking-a-up-a-the-a-small-a-stack-a-of-a-clothes. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You're-a-nothing-a-except-a-what-a-the-a-Warlord-a-says-a-you-a-are.-a-Now,-a-careful-a-with-a-that-a-dress-a-and-a-shift,-a-it's-a-all-a-you-a-get.-a-Cadeon-a-put-a-her-a-with-a-Lyda." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Cadeon,-a-where-a-am-a-I-a-going?-a-What-a-is-a-he-a-going-a-to-a-do-a-with-a-me?"-a-she-a-said-a-quickly-a-as-a-he-a-ushered-a-her-a-through-a-the-a-hallways,-a-the-a-men-a-that-a-rode-a-with-a-them-a-in-a-the-a-kitchens-a-getting-a-food. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You're-a-lucky,"-a-he-a-said-a-not-a-looking-a-at-a-her,-a-"he-a-could-a-have-a-put-a-you-a-out-a-on-a-the-a-wall-a-with-a-the-a-other-a-prisoners." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon-a-was-a-walking-a-fast-a-and-a-Siyura-a-practically-a-had-a-to-a-jog-a-to-a-keep-a-up-a-with-a-him,-a-"Why-a-isn't-a-he?-a-Aren't-a-I-a-a-a-political-a-prisoner?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Political-a-prisoners-a-have-a-weight,-a-Siyura,-a-Terithia-a-is-a-taken."-a-He-a-said-a-simply-a-and-a-the-a-bluntness-a-of-a-his-a-answer-a-rolled-a-over-a-her-a-bringing-a-uneasiness.-a-Even-a-if-a-she-a-was-a-the-a-fallen-a-commander-a-of-a-a-a-sunken-a-ship,-a-she-a-would-a-think-a-her-a-position-a-would-a-be-a-more...guarded.-a-The-a-Warlord-a-was-a-practically-a-giving-a-her-a-free-a-reign-a-of-a-his-a-castle.-a-It-a-would-a-be-a-nothing-a-to-a-slip-a-away-a-during-a-busy-a-hours. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You're-a-not-a-particularly-a-upset-a-about-a-your-a-situation."-a-Cadeon-a-said-a-stopping-a-at-a-a-a-heavy-a-door. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-shrugged,-a-she-a-wasn't-a-one-a-to-a-dwell-a-on-a-horrible-a-circumstances,-a-especially-a-considering-a-she-a-had-a-been-a-in-a-worse.-a-Being-a-thrown-a-in-a-a-a-domestic-a-servant-a-position-a-wasn't-a-a-a-bad-a-situation-a-to-a-find-a-herself-a-in—not-a-when-a-she-a-had-a-almost-a-gotten-a-her-a-head-a-chopped-a-off. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-started-a-to-a-wonder-a-what-a-kind-a-of-a-man-a-the-a-Warlord-a-was-a-and-a-how-a-was-a-he-a-so-a-confident-a-having-a-her-a-roam-a-freely-a-around-a-his-a-estate. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Things-a-could-a-be-a-much-a-worse."-a-She-a-replied-a-looking-a-up-a-at-a-the-a-general. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-want-a-you-a-to-a-remember-a-that-a-Siyura.-a-Remember-a-it-a-could-a-be-a-so-a-much-a-worse." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-tilted-a-her-a-head-a-at-a-him,-a-"You-a-keep-a-telling-a-me-a-all-a-these-a-vague-a-warnings.-a-Just-a-come-a-out-a-and-a-say-a-whatever-a-it-a-is-a-you-a-think-a-I-a-need-a-to-a-know." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-hesitated,-a-his-a-eyes-a-flicking-a-toward-a-her-a-wrist. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Cadeon-a-what-a-are-a-these-a-things?-a-Why-a-do-a-I-a-feel-a-different?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-sighed-a-and-a-for-a-a-a-second-a-she-a-thought-a-maybe-a-she-a-saw-a-something-a-like-a-guilt-a-flash-a-across-a-is-a-perfect-a-features. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I'm-a-sure-a-he'll-a-tell-a-you."-a-He-a-murmured-a-and-a-pulled-a-her-a-through-a-the-a-door.-a-They-a-came-a-into-a-a-a-small-a-chamber-a-that-a-already-a-had-a-a-a-woman-a-sleeping-a-in-a-it.-a-She-a-was-a-on-a-a-a-cot-a-that-a-had-a-a-a-wool-a-blanket-a-and-a-a-a-bed-a-side-a-table-a-with-a-an-a-unlit-a-candle-a-and-a-a-a-globe-a-sitting-a-beside-a-it. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "That-a-bed-a-on-a-the-a-left-a-will-a-be-a-yours.-a-You-a-will-a-wake-a-up-a-at-a-first-a-light-a-and-a-Lyda-a-will-a-take-a-you-a-through-a-how-a-a-a-servant-a-goes-a-about-a-their-a-morning.-a-You'll-a-report-a-to-a-Umla-a-and-a-she'll-a-give-a-you-a-your-a-task.-a-Any-a-questions?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-shook-a-her-a-head-a-at-a-him,-a-"None-a-that-a-you-a-haven't-a-already-a-heard." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon-a-nodded-a-and-a-looked-a-like-a-he-a-wanted-a-to-a-say-a-more-a-to-a-her-a-but-a-instead-a-he-a-bowed-a-his-a-head-a-and-a-walked-a-out-a-leaving-a-her-a-in-a-the-a-dark.-a-For-a-a-a-second,-a-she-a-wanted-a-to-a-scream-a-at-a-him-a-to-a-take-a-her-a-too.-a-To-a-not-a-leave-a-her-a-in-a-this-a-strange-a-place.-a-But-a-Siyura-a-had-a-never-a-needed-a-anyone-a-to-a-save-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-put-a-the-a-clothing-a-in-a-her-a-arms-a-on-a-a-a-trunk-a-that-a-sat-a-beside-a-a-a-small-a-round-a-table-a-with-a-a-a-basin-a-on-a-it.-a-She-a-was-a-eager-a-to-a-get-a-into-a-bed-a-and-a-at-a-this-a-point-a-she-a-didn't-a-care-a-if-a-it-a-was-a-uncomfortable.-a-Nothing-a-would-a-ever-a-compare-a-to-a-sleeping-a-on-a-a-a-wet-a-wood-a-floor-a-exposed-a-to-a-the-a-unforgiving-a-sky-a-above-a-it. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-slid-a-into-a-the-a-bed-a-and-a-was-a-slightly-a-surprised-a-that-a-it-a-wasn't-a-all-a-too-a-uncomfortable.-a-She-a-was-a-aware-a-that-a-Lyda,-a-who-a-hadn't-a-acknowledged-a-them-a-verbally,-a-was-a-staring-a-at-a-her-a-from-a-her-a-own-a-bed.-a-Siyura-a-ignored-a-her-a-hoping-a-she-a-would-a-not-a-ask-a-questions.-a-She-a-said-a-a-a-soft-a-prayer-a-to-a-her-a-goddess-a-for-a-the-a-protection-a-of-a-her-a-sister-a-and-a-comrades-a-who-a-had-a-thwarted-a-Haldane's-a-capture.-a-Thankfully,-a-the-a-girl-a-kept-a-her-a-mouth-a-shut-a-and-a-Siyura-a-drifted-a-off-a-to-a-sleep,-a-her-a-mother-a-nowhere-a-in-a-sight-a-to-a-drag-a-her-a-down-a-into-a-darkness. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    *** 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-awoke-a-to-a-the-a-sounds-a-of-a-Lyda-a-moving-a-around-a-like-a-a-a-skittish-a-animal.-a-Siyura-a-rubbed-a-her-a-eyes-a-and-a-sat-a-up-a-in-a-bed.-a-The-a-night-a-hadn't-a-been-a-long-a-enough-a-and-a-she-a-wished-a-she-a-could-a-go-a-back-a-to-a-sleep. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-stepped-a-out-a-of-a-the-a-bed,-a-ignoring-a-the-a-chilly-a-stone-a-floor. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Lyda-a-looked-a-at-a-her-a-with-a-large-a-doe-like-a-eyes,-a-her-a-fear,-a-obvious. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "The-a-day-a-has-a-started,-a-no?"-a-Siyura-a-asked-a-her-a-and-a-grew-a-annoyed-a-when-a-Lyda-a-continued-a-to-a-stare-a-at-a-her,-a-terrified. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I'm-a-not-a-going-a-to-a-hurt-a-you,-a-I-a-just-a-want-a-to-a-know-a-what-a-I-a-need-a-to-a-be-a-doing."-a-She-a-said. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Get-tting...dressed...we-a-have-a-to-a-get-a-dressed."-a-She-a-whispered-a-her-a-bottom-a-lip-a-trembling-a-like-a-she-a-was-a-about-a-to-a-cry. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-turned-a-away-a-from-a-her-a-disgusted-a-and-a-began-a-to-a-wash-a-her-a-face-a-from-a-the-a-water-a-in-a-the-a-basin.-a-Lyda-a-began-a-to-a-move-a-again,-a-slowly,-a-as-a-if-a-to-a-keep-a-from-a-catching-a-Siyura's-a-attention-a-again. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-pulled-a-on-a-the-a-white-a-day-a-shift-a-and-a-tied-a-up-a-the-a-strings.-a-She-a-had-a-a-a-distaste-a-for-a-clothing-a-that-a-did-a-not-a-come-a-from-a-her-a-homeland.-a-She-a-had-a-thankfully-a-been-a-immersed-a-in-a-Sarca-a-culture—an-a-endeavor-a-her-a-mother-a-had-a-been-a-adamant-a-about-a-even-a-in-a-her-a-insanity.-a-Her-a-stepfather-a-had-a-more-a-than-a-disapproved-a-but-a-could-a-do-a-nothing-a-about-a-it-a-without-a-setting-a-her-a-mother-a-off.-a-So,-a-he-a-had-a-allowed-a-her-a-and-a-Siyura-a-to-a-dress-a-in-a-their-a-native-a-garb. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    So-a-much-a-more-a-beautiful-a-than-a-these-a-horrible-a-gowns-a-that-a-constricted-a-the-a-thought-a-and-a-lungs. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-pulled-a-on-a-the-a-mauve-a-gown,-a-the-a-bodice-a-a-a-built-in-a-corset-a-that-a-minimized-a-her-a-waist-a-and-a-pushed-a-her-a-breast-a-up-a-and-a-out.-a-It-a-flared-a-around-a-her-a-hips-a-and-a-fell-a-just-a-to-a-her-a-ankles.-a-She-a-pulled-a-on-a-the-a-gray-a-wool-a-stockings-a-and-a-put-a-her-a-brown-a-shoes-a-back-a-on.-a-She-a-ran-a-her-a-fingers-a-through-a-her-a-thick-a-hair-a-and-a-went-a-to-a-work-a-braiding-a-it-a-and-a-using-a-the-a-pins-a-she-a-found-a-on-a-the-a-table-a-to-a-put-a-it-a-up. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Lyda-a-fell-a-silent-a-again-a-and-a-didn't-a-speak-a-as-a-she-a-opened-a-the-a-door-a-and-a-walked-a-out.-a-Siyura-a-followed-a-her,-a-looking-a-around-a-at-a-the-a-now-a-bustling-a-hallway.-a-Everywhere,-a-there-a-were-a-women-a-in-a-the-a-same-a-style-a-gowns-a-fluttering-a-about-a-speaking-a-their-a-good-a-mornings.-a-Some-a-of-a-them-a-fell-a-silent-a-when-a-she-a-and-a-Lyda-a-walked-a-past.-a-They-a-made-a-their-a-way-a-to-a-the-a-kitchens-a-and-a-Siyura-a-noticed-a-that-a-the-a-guards-a-,-a-who-a-were-a-already-a-posted-a-for-a-their-a-shifts,-a-looking-a-at-a-her-a-warily,-a-like-a-she-a-was-a-prone-a-to-a-attack-a-at-a-any-a-moment. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Lucky-a-for-a-them,-a-she-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-be-a-good-a-for-a-the-a-time-a-being.-a-Until-a-she-a-could-a-fly-a-right-a-out-a-of-a-here,-a-which,-a-if-a-going-a-by-a-how-a-unsupervised-a-she-a-was,-a-would-a-be-a-soon. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Umla-a-was-a-in-a-the-a-kitchen,-a-hair-a-already-a-sticking-a-to-a-her-a-forehead-a-from-a-the-a-steam-a-of-a-the-a-bubbling-a-pots-a-being-a-prepped-a-for-a-breakfast. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Lyda,-a-stop-a-dawdling!-a-I-a-don't-a-have-a-all-a-morning-a-to-a-coddle-a-you.-a-Go-a-out-a-to-a-the-a-garden-a-and-a-clip-a-berries.-a-Two-a-baskets-a-and-a-may-a-Moira-a-help-a-you-a-if-a-you-a-come-a-in-a-here-a-with-a-less."-a-Umla-a-threatened,-a-making-a-Lyda-a-turn-a-paler-a-than-a-she-a-already-a-was.-a-Siyura-a-said-a-nothing-a-as-a-she-a-watched-a-the-a-timid-a-girl-a-pick-a-up-a-a-a-large-a-woven-a-basket-a-and-a-walk-a-out-a-the-a-back-a-archway. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Now,-a-to-a-deal-a-with-a-you,"-a-Umla-a-said-a-irritated,-a-"you-a-obviously-a-need-a-to-a-be-a-looked-a-after-a-like-a-simpering-a-youth.-a-You'll-a-be-a-working-a-under-a-me-a-and-a-you'll-a-do-a-exactly-a-as-a-you're-a-told,-a-do-a-I-a-make-a-myself-a-clear?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-do."-a-Siyura-a-said-a-resisting-a-the-a-urge-a-to-a-talk-a-back.-a-She-a-had-a-to-a-remind-a-herself-a-to-a-be-a-a-a-good-a-little-a-slave.-a-Good-a-and-a-submissive.-a-Good-a-and-a-submissive-a-would-a-keep-a-her-a-out-a-of-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-sights. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Umla-a-looked-a-at-a-her-a-suspiciously-a-but-a-nodded-a-her-a-head,-a-no-a-time-a-to-a-contemplate. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Here,-a-mix-a-this-a-dough.-a-Don't-a-stop-a-until-a-you-a-have-a-enough-a-to-a-drop-a-at-a-least-a-two-a-hundred."-a-She-a-shoved-a-a-a-wooden-a-bowl-a-and-a-spoon-a-at-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    When-a-Siyura-a-picked-a-up-a-the-a-spoon,-a-she-a-felt-a-a-a-piece-a-of-a-cloth-a-hit-a-her-a-in-a-the-a-face,-a-"Your-a-hair-a-needs-a-to-a-be-a-covered-a-at-a-all-a-times!-a-Tis'-a-a-a-transgression-a-against-a-the-a-mother-a-pure-a-to-a-not." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-felt-a-her-a-body-a-revolt-a-at-a-the-a-mention-a-of-a-the-a-pale-faced-a-goddess-a-that-a-she-a-had-a-never-a-been-a-able-a-to-a-swear-a-fealty-a-too.-a-Her-a-stepfather-a-had-a-tried-a-to-a-beat-a-mainland-a-religion-a-into-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Reluctantly,-a-she-a-folded-a-the-a-cloth-a-so-a-she-a-could-a-make-a-a-a-modest-a-covering-a-for-a-her-a-hair.-a-She-a-felt-a-the-a-urge-a-to-a-comment-a-that-a-Umla-a-had-a-not-a-covered-a-her-a-hair-a-but-a-decided-a-against-a-it.-a-Umla-a-nodded-a-in-a-approval-a-and-a-said-a-nothing-a-as-a-Siyura-a-did-a-as-a-she-a-was-a-told.-a-The-a-work-a-in-a-the-a-kitchen-a-was-a-not-a-strenuous,-a-though-a-she-a-had-a-to-a-admit-a-she-a-was-a-more-a-adept-a-on-a-a-a-battle-a-field-a-than-a-she-a-would-a-ever-a-be-a-in-a-a-a-kitchen.-a-The-a-work-a-gave-a-her-a-hands-a-something-a-to-a-do-a-but-a-gave-a-her-a-too-a-much-a-time-a-to-a-think-a-about-a-what-a-was-a-happening-a-to-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Valiant-a-Allegiance-a-had-a-lost.-a-She-a-had-a-lost. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    That-a-was-a-a-a-hard-a-blow-a-to-a-her-a-ego-a-and-a-she-a-feared-a-it-a-would-a-take-a-a-a-long-a-time-a-to-a-get-a-over-a-it.-a-That-a-thought-a-earned-a-a-a-sharp-a-rebuke-a-from-a-Umla-a-after-a-she-a-slapped-a-dough-a-too-a-hard. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-was-a-the-a-same-a-for-a-the-a-rest-a-of-a-the-a-day.-a-Umla-a-gave-a-her-a-time-consuming-a-tasks-a-but-a-made-a-sure-a-to-a-criticize-a-her-a-for-a-simple-a-mishaps.-a-Siyura-a-didn't-a-particularly-a-mind,-a-considering-a-that-a-Umla-a-probably-a-felt-a-the-a-need-a-to-a-assert-a-her-a-authority-a-over-a-her.-a-She-a-was-a-a-a-new-a-girl-a-with-a-a-a-"mouth",-a-the-a-only-a-way-a-to-a-check-a-her-a-would-a-be-a-to-a-put-a-her-a-in-a-an-a-environment-a-where-a-Umla-a-ruled. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-also-a-liked-a-the-a-closeted-a-off-a-feel-a-of-a-the-a-kitchen.-a-As-a-if-a-it-a-were-a-a-a-secret-a-haven-a-away-a-from-a-the-a-threats-a-that-a-wait-a-for-a-her-a-on-a-the-a-outside. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    When-a-the-a-sun-a-started-a-to-a-bleed-a-from-a-the-a-sky-a-and-a-she-a-had-a-just-a-begun-a-to-a-relax-a-in-a-the-a-routine-a-of-a-the-a-kitchen,-a-Umla-a-pushed-a-a-a-large-a-platter-a-toward-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Here,-a-take-a-this-a-to-a-the-a-men-a-in-a-the-a-main-a-hall-a-and-a-hurry-a-back."-a-Umla-a-rolled-a-her-a-eyes-a-at-a-the-a-ceiling-a-and-a-let-a-out-a-a-a-heavy-a-puff-a-of-a-air-a-as-a-if-a-the-a-day-a-was-a-just-a-too-a-much-a-for-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-didn't-a-wait-a-for-a-Siyura-a-to-a-say-a-anything-a-just-a-turned-a-back-a-to-a-the-a-rest-a-of-a-the-a-servants-a-in-a-the-a-kitchen-a-and-a-started-a-firing-a-out-a-orders. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-didn't-a-mention-a-that-a-she-a-had-a-no-a-idea-a-where-a-she-a-was-a-going.-a-She-a-just-a-followed-a-the-a-other-a-women-a-who-a-had-a-large-a-platters-a-of-a-food-a-on-a-their-a-shoulders.-a-She-a-could-a-feel-a-a-a-small-a-inkling-a-of-a-trepidation-a-at-a-the-a-unknown.-a-She-a-would-a-be-a-exposing-a-herself-a-to-a-people-a-who-a-had-a-seen-a-the-a-downfall-a-of-a-hers.-a-How-a-many-a-other-a-Terithians-a-had-a-the-a-Warlord-a-bought?-a-How-a-were-a-they-a-being-a-treated? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-didn't-a-have-a-time-a-to-a-stress-a-about-a-it-a-because-a-soon-a-she-a-was-a-entering-a-a-a-large-a-hall-a-through-a-the-a-servant-a-entry.-a-Upon-a-their-a-entrance,-a-boisterous-a-applause-a-broke-a-out-a-as-a-the-a-women-a-walked-a-to-a-the-a-nearest-a-table-a-putting-a-down-a-plates-a-of-a-breads,-a-flavored-a-meats,-a-even-a-bowls-a-of-a-washed-a-fruits. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-main-a-hall-a-was-a-large-a-with-a-a-a-massive-a-stone-a-hearth-a-and-a-banners-a-of-a-a-a-wolf-a-decorating-a-the-a-walls.-a-A-a-platform-a-had-a-a-a-polished-a-wood-a-chair-a-with-a-spikes-a-artfully-a-built-a-into-a-it.-a-That-a-was-a-where-a-the-a-Warlord-a-watched-a-and-a-gave-a-judgment.-a-He,-a-thankfully-a-was-a-not-a-there. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    There-a-were-a-long-a-tables-a-in-a-front-a-of-a-his-a-throne-a-that-a-looked-a-like-a-it-a-held-a-his-a-high-ranking-a-officers—some-a-of-a-them-a-who-a-made-a-a-a-flash-a-of-a-adrenaline-a-course-a-through-a-her.-a-She-a-did-a-not-a-see-a-Cadeon-a-among-a-them. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Past-a-that-a-were-a-tables-a-where-a-his-a-senior-a-soldiers-a-sat,-a-along-a-with-a-some-a-of-a-his-a-court,-a-and-a-the-a-families-a-of-a-some-a-of-a-the-a-servants.-a-The-a-whole-a-room-a-was-a-buzzing-a-with-a-chatter-a-that-a-sounded-a-well-placed-a-and-a-jovial. 
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-would-a-never-a-let-a-these-a-people-a-know-a-that-a-she-a-was-a-anxious-a-but-a-then-a-again-a-they-a-were-a-so-a-enthralled-a-about-a-having-a-their-a-supper,-a-none-a-of-a-them-a-paid-a-her-a-any-a-heed. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-remembered-a-them.-a-She-a-had-a-fought-a-against-a-some-a-of-a-these-a-men-a-and-a-women,-a-seen-a-their-a-swords-a-slashing-a-the-a-soldiers-a-at-a-her-a-side.-a-Their-a-faces-a-had-a-been-a-ruthless-a-and-a-unforgiving-a-as-a-they-a-carried-a-out-a-the-a-orders-a-that-a-had-a-been-a-given-a-to-a-them. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Her-a-body-a-tensed-a-with-a-a-a-seeping-a-rage.-a-These-a-men-a-had-a-walked-a-in-a-her-a-streets-a-and-a-murdered-a-her-a-people.-a-And-a-now-a-she-a-was-a-being-a-forced-a-to-a-serve-a-them. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    They-a-didn't-a-pay-a-much-a-attention-a-to-a-her,-a-their-a-boisterous-a-behaviors-a-focused-a-on-a-consuming-a-the-a-food-a-in-a-front-a-of-a-them.-a-Every-a-minute-a-or-a-so,-a-she-a-would-a-feel-a-roaming-a-fingers-a-on-a-her-a-waist-a-and-a-arms.-a-She-a-had-a-to-a-tamp-a-down-a-the-a-urge-a-to-a-take-a-their-a-knives-a-and-a-cut-a-them-a-right-a-off. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    For-a-a-a-moment,-a-she-a-wasn't-a-sure-a-if-a-she-a-could-a-do-a-this.-a-Be-a-around-a-these-a-animals. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Setting-a-down-a-a-a-platter-a-in-a-front-a-of-a-a-a-waiting-a-long-table,-a-she-a-felt-a-a-a-sliver-a-go-a-up-a-her-a-spine.-a-This-a-was-a-not-a-her-a-magic,-a-this-a-was-a-instinct.-a-Glancing-a-up-a-to-a-one-a-of-a-the-a-corridors-a-leading-a-out-a-of-a-the-a-hall,-a-by-a-a-a-mounted-a-lit-a-torch-a-was-a-the-a-Warlord-a-leaning-a-against-a-the-a-wall.-a-His-a-hands-a-were-a-folded-a-in-a-front-a-of-a-him,-a-his-a-eyes-a-roaming-a-over-a-her-a-as-a-if-a-looking-a-for-a-a-a-weak-a-spot. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    As-a-he-a-stepped-a-forward,-a-she-a-slowly,-a-inconspicuously,-a-wrapped-a-her-a-hand-a-around-a-the-a-wood-a-handle-a-of-a-a-a-meat-a-knife.-a-He-a-strode-a-into-a-the-a-room-a-with-a-purpose-a-and-a-she-a-had-a-the-a-sinking-a-feeling-a-that-a-purpose-a-had-a-to-a-do-a-with-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Upon-a-his-a-entrance,-a-the-a-people-a-became-a-quiet-a-and-a-stood-a-up-a-to-a-show-a-their-a-respect.-a-He-a-grabbed-a-a-a-cup-a-from-a-a-a-soldier-a-and-a-took-a-a-a-generous-a-swallow. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Men,"-a-he-a-said-a-his-a-voice-a-taking-a-command-a-of-a-the-a-room,-a-"I-a-want-a-to-a-congratulate-a-you." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-roar-a-that-a-met-a-this-a-proclamation-a-vibrated-a-her-a-ears. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "The-a-realm-a-will-a-shiver-a-in-a-our-a-sights-a-and-a-Moira-a-delight-a-in-a-our-a-conquest—the-a-savages-a-of-a-Terithia-a-are-a-no-a-more." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Another-a-deafening-a-cry-a-shook-a-the-a-stone-a-around-a-her,-a-absorbing-a-the-a-victory-a-of-a-a-a-battle-a-well-a-fought;-a-of-a-deaths-a-who-a-bled-a-for-a-glory.-a-They?-a-Savages?-a-Her-a-people-a-had-a-done-a-nothing-a-to-a-deserve-a-having-a-their-a-country-a-torn-a-apart.-a-The-a-fire,-a-the-a-broken-a-bodies,-a-the-a-hopelessness-a-had-a-not-a-been-a-deserved. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-took-a-a-a-breath-a-to-a-try-a-and-a-calm-a-herself. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Still,-a-the-a-Warlord-a-continued,-a-his-a-plated-a-armor-a-glimmering-a-in-a-the-a-firelight.-a-He-a-was-a-built-a-for-a-war-a-even-a-simple-a-movements-a-lethal.-a-The-a-dim-a-light-a-giving-a-his-a-skin-a-a-a-tan-a-glow-a-and-a-as-a-she-a-studied-a-him-a-she-a-could-a-the-a-fading-a-of-a-flat,-a-old-a-battle-a-scars. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-looked-a-like-a-a-a-war-a-god-a-walking-a-among-a-mortals. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Our-a-enemies-a-shall-a-beg-a-at-a-our-a-feet-a-and-a-reap-a-the-a-repercussions-a-of-a-standing-a-against-a-us.-a-Tonight-a-men,-a-I-a-have-a-something-a-special-a-for-a-you." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Another-a-cheer-a-went-a-up-a-in-a-the-a-air-a-and-a-she-a-could-a-hear-a-the-a-slapping-a-of-a-spilled-a-ale-a-hitting-a-the-a-stone-a-floors. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-felt-a-her-a-spine-a-stiffen.-a-She-a-had-a-the-a-urge-a-to-a-turn-a-and-a-run-a-but-a-she-a-wouldn't-a-be-a-cowardly—not-a-for-a-these-a-people-a-and-a-not-a-for-a-this-a-man. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I'm-a-sure,"-a-he-a-said-a-slowly-a-coming-a-forward-a-his-a-supernatural-a-eyes-a-scrutinizing-a-those-a-in-a-front-a-of-a-him,-a-"some-a-of-a-you-a-came-a-face-a-to-a-face-a-to-a-some-a-of-a-our-a-more-a-formidable-a-foes?-a-We-a-have-a-a-a-few-a-among-a-us." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-put-a-down-a-the-a-platter-a-and-a-moved-a-the-a-knife-a-into-a-the-a-deep-a-pocket-a-of-a-her-a-skirt. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "However,"-a-the-a-Warlord-a-said-a-holding-a-up-a-a-a-gloved-a-hand,-a-"we-a-should-a-celebrate-a-this-a-unity.-a-Haldane-a-stands-a-transformed-a-and-a-reinforced.-a-We-a-stand-a-undefeated—so-a-we-a-celebrate-a-with-a-those-a-who-a-chose-a-the-a-prosperity-a-of-a-its-a-people-a-over-a-pride.-a-There-a-is-a-one-a-man-a-who-a-understood-a-the-a-sacrifices-a-one-a-must-a-make-a-to-a-secure-a-the-a-future-a-of-a-their-a-country.-a-May-a-I-a-introduce-a-the-a-male-a-who-a-saw-a-the-a-chance-a-for-a-his-a-people-a-to-a-thrive.-a-The-a-esteem-a-Advisor-a-the-a-late-a-King-a-Haeler,-a-Grimier-a-son-a-of-a-Istad." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    A-a-thin,-a-hawkish-a-man-a-walked-a-out,-a-his-a-black-a-robes-a-flapping-a-around-a-his-a-feet-a-like-a-a-a-bird. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-felt-a-all-a-the-a-blood-a-rush-a-to-a-her-a-head-a-and-a-she-a-started-a-shaking.-a-That-a-bastard!-a-He-a-was-a-here-a-among-a-these-a-monsters,-a-celebrating-a-the-a-deaths-a-of-a-his-a-own-a-people,-a-smiling-a-and-a-eating-a-as-a-if-a-they-a-weren't-a-enslaved-a-to-a-tyrants. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-was-a-too-a-much,-a-all-a-of-a-it,-a-as-a-she-a-watched-a-him-a-smile-a-like-a-the-a-rat-a-he-a-was-a-and-a-bow-a-snippily-a-to-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-first-a-guard-a-and-a-people.-a-He-a-looked-a-so-a-proud-a-of-a-himself,-a-as-a-if-a-he-a-had-a-accomplished-a-something. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    When-a-Siyura-a-and-a-the-a-other-a-five-a-Valiant-a-members-a-had-a-begun-a-their-a-take-over—the-a-death-a-of-a-the-a-traitor-a-Advisor's-a-had-a-been-a-the-a-first-a-order-a-of-a-action.-a-Siyura-a-remembered-a-when-a-she-a-pushed-a-Grimier-a-to-a-his-a-knees,-a-his-a-thin,-a-hawkish-a-nose-a-had-a-run-a-like-a-a-a-toddler.-a-When-a-she-a-had-a-raised-a-her-a-sword-a-to-a-sever-a-his-a-head,-a-the-a-idiot-a-had-a-tried-a-to-a-make-a-a-a-run-a-for-a-it,-a-resulting-a-in-a-her-a-stabbing-a-right-a-where-a-his-a-heart-a-should-a-have-a-been.-a-She-a-had-a-watched-a-him-a-fall-a-to-a-the-a-ground—his-a-eyes-a-wide-a-with-a-shock,-a-blood-a-dribbling-a-from-a-his-a-nose. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-had-a-laughed-a-when-a-she-a-had-a-him-a-thrown-a-into-a-the-a-streets-a-like-a-the-a-uncultured-a-dog-a-he-a-was. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Now,-a-he-a-took-a-a-a-seat-a-at-a-the-a-far-a-end-a-of-a-the-a-long-a-table,-a-glorifying-a-in-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-attention.-a-He-a-toasted-a-to-a-the-a-men-a-around-a-him,-a-pride-a-etched-a-into-a-every-a-line-a-of-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-would-a-not-a-let-a-that-a-stand.-a-Her-a-life-a-and-a-that-a-of-a-those-a-who-a-called-a-Terithia-a-home-a-had-a-been-a-brutally-a-torn-a-apart.-a-Now-a-those-a-who-a-weren't-a-rotting-a-in-a-their-a-graves,-a-flesh-a-ice-a-cold,-a-were-a-indebted-a-to-a-masters-a-who-a-thought-a-they-a-were-a-nothing-a-but-a-inferior. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Well,-a-damn-a-it,-a-she-a-was-a-nothing-a-such.-a-She-a-spotted-a-a-a-stout-a-girl-a-coming-a-up-a-behind-a-her,-a-her-a-attention-a-on-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-table.-a-Siyura-a-stepped-a-in-a-front-a-of-a-her-a-causing-a-her-a-to-a-come-a-up-a-short. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "What-a-do-a-you-a-think-a-you're-a-doing?-a-Move-a-out-a-of-a-my-a-way."-a-She-a-said-a-annoyed. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Give-a-the-a-platter-a-to-a-me.-a-I'll-a-deliver-a-it."-a-Siyura-a-said-a-in-a-a-a-low-a-voice. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Damned-a-if-a-I-a-will.-a-I-a-always-a-serve-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-table." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-took-a-a-a-threatening-a-step-a-forward-a-and-a-the-a-serving-a-maid's-a-eyes-a-clouded-a-in-a-fear-a-and-a-she-a-reluctantly-a-handed-a-the-a-platter-a-over. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-couldn't-a-help-a-it,-a-she-a-found-a-herself-a-moving-a-forward,-a-like-a-a-a-hand-a-motioning-a-her-a-into-a-action.-a-She-a-would-a-rip-a-what-a-little-a-spine-a-he-a-had-a-right-a-out-a-of-a-his-a-body-a-and-a-then-a-strangle-a-him-a-with-a-it-a-until-a-he-a-was-a-dispatched-a-to-a-the-a-bowels-a-of-a-the-a-Underworld. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-smiled,-a-a-a-beautiful-a-and-a-terrible-a-smile. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Grimier-a-hadn't-a-seen-a-her-a-yet,-a-he-a-was-a-too-a-busy-a-soaking-a-up-a-the-a-attention-a-like-a-a-a-dim-wit.-a-He-a-didn't-a-know-a-that-a-she-a-had-a-his-a-death-a-warrant-a-tattooed-a-in-a-her-a-mind,-a-the-a-poisonous-a-ink-a-making-a-her-a-irrational-a-with-a-revenge. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-singled-a-in-a-on-a-him,-a-keeping-a-herself-a-as-a-hidden-a-behind-a-bodies-a-swaying-a-with-a-drink-a-and-a-merriment.-a-He-a-never-a-even-a-saw-a-her-a-coming. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-threw-a-the-a-platter-a-into-a-the-a-air,-a-the-a-commotion-a-and-a-movement-a-drawing-a-everyone's-a-attention.-a-They-a-never-a-saw-a-her-a-bring-a-up-a-the-a-knife.-a-Grimier-a-saw-a-her,-a-finally,-a-blessedly,-a-his-a-eyes-a-widening-a-in-a-fear-a-and-a-terror.-a-She-a-could-a-see-a-her-a-reflection-a-in-a-them—saw-a-her-a-poised-a-like-a-a-a-goddess-a-taunt-a-with-a-fury. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    His-a-blood-a-floated-a-in-a-the-a-air—mixing-a-with-a-violence-a-and-a-sourness-a-of-a-her-a-revenge.-a-There-a-was-a-never-a-a-a-more-a-beautiful-a-sight-a-as-a-he-a-fell-a-to-a-the-a-ground-a-and-a-the-a-sound-a-of-a-her-a-fist-a-connecting-a-with-a-his-a-chest-a-and-a-face-a-making-a-sure-a-the-a-main-a-organs-a-keeping-a-him-a-alive-a-would-a-fail. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Hands-a-grabbed-a-her,-a-struggling-a-to-a-hold-a-on-a-because-a-the-a-blood-a-made-a-her-a-skin-a-slick.-a-When-a-they-a-got-a-her-a-upright,-a-she-a-was-a-forced-a-to-a-face-a-Warlord-a-who-a-was-a-sitting-a-on-a-his-a-throne,-a-taking-a-a-a-casual-a-bite-a-of-a-meat.-a-He-a-didn't-a-look-a-angry-a-and-a-a-a-chill-a-flushed-a-over-a-her-a-skin-a-as-a-she-a-realized-a-he-a-looked-a-pleased. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Take-a-her-a-to-a-the-a-cellar."-a-He-a-said,-a-ignoring-a-the-a-nervous-a-movements-a-of-a-the-a-hall-a-and-a-two-a-men-a-took-a-up-a-the-a-task. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-guards-a-didn't-a-drag-a-her-a-away-a-carefully.-a-The-a-energy-a-that-a-ran-a-through-a-her-a-veins-a-from-a-the-a-kill-a-made-a-her-a-sloppy-a-and-a-they-a-didn't-a-care-a-to-a-support-a-her.-a-When-a-they-a-left-a-the-a-light-a-of-a-the-a-hall,-a-she-a-seized-a-up,-a-the-a-possibility-a-of-a-getting-a-away-a-giving-a-her-a-a-a-surge-a-of-a-strength. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-yanked-a-her-a-arm-a-away-a-from-a-the-a-soldier-a-on-a-the-a-left,-a-hauled-a-back-a-and-a-used-a-her-a-elbow-a-to-a-crack-a-him-a-right-a-in-a-the-a-face. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-fucking-a-whore!"-a-he-a-said-a-grabbing-a-his-a-nose,-a-blood-a-running-a-between-a-his-a-fingers.-a-The-a-other-a-guard-a-surprised-a-by-a-the-a-attack-a-let-a-her-a-go-a-and-a-reached-a-for-a-the-a-weapon-a-at-a-his-a-side. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-was-a-too-a-slow.-a-She-a-spun-a-on-a-her-a-heel,-a-building-a-up-a-energy-a-to-a-cock-a-her-a-other-a-leg-a-back-a-and-a-kick-a-him-a-square-a-in-a-the-a-chest.-a-She-a-smiled-a-as-a-he-a-hit-a-the-a-stone-a-wall-a-and-a-collapsed-a-to-a-the-a-ground. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-picked-a-up-a-her-a-skirts-a-to-a-run-a-but-a-heavy-a-hands-a-gripped-a-her-a-shoulders,-a-halting-a-her,-a-angering-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Siyura,-a-please-a-control-a-yourself."-a-A-a-low,-a-urgent-a-whisper-a-said-a-in-a-her-a-ear. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Of-a-course,-a-it-a-was-a-that-a-idiot-a-Cadeon,-a-who-a-wouldn't-a-let-a-her-a-do-a-what-a-her-a-Goddess-a-had-a-crafted-a-her-a-to-a-do.-a-Kill-a-anyone-a-who-a-crossed-a-her.-a-He-a-was-a-dangerously-a-close-a-to-a-being-a-next. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Unhand-a-me,-a-now."-a-She-a-seethed,-a-trying-a-again-a-to-a-shake-a-him-a-off-a-but-a-he-a-was-a-unrelenting. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You're-a-outnumbered,-a-as-a-you-a-can-a-very-a-well-a-see.-a-You've-a-been-a-given-a-a-a-second-a-chance—use-a-it-a-please,-a-I-a-beg-a-of-a-you."-a-He-a-said-a-lowly,-a-the-a-men-a-he-a-had-a-brought-a-in-a-behind-a-him-a-looking-a-ready-a-to-a-do-a-battle. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-spun-a-on-a-him,-a-the-a-sudden-a-movement-a-catching-a-the-a-attention-a-of-a-a-a-shieldmaiden.-a-Her-a-coaled-eyes-a-looked-a-over-a-Cadeon's-a-hand-a-on-a-her-a-shoulder-a-and-a-narrowed. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Siyura,-a-let-a-me-a-escort-a-you,"-a-he-a-said-a-softly-a-and-a-she-a-almost-a-slapped-a-him,-a-"if-a-you-a-do-a-this-a-now—you're-a-going-a-to-a-give-a-him-a-exactly-a-what-a-he-a-wants." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I.-a-Don't.-a-Care."-a-She-a-bit-a-back,-a-her-a-skin-a-shivering-a-uncontrollably. 
 
   
  
 

   
 
      
 
      
 
    "But-a-you-a-should.-a-For-a-your-a-sister,-a-you-a-should."-a-He-a-said. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-air-a-around-a-her-a-stilled-a-and-a-she-a-looked-a-upon-a-his-a-face...knowing-a-he-a-was-a-right.-a-She-a-was-a-forgetting-a-herself,-a-forgetting-a-the-a-important-a-things-a-that-a-needed-a-to-a-be-a-done-a-before-a-she-a-willingly-a-walked-a-to-a-her-a-death. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Let's-a-go."-a-He-a-said-a-pulling-a-her-a-back-a-toward-a-the-a-kitchen-a-entrance-a-and-a-away-a-from-a-the-a-source-a-of-a-her-a-animosity. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Umla,-a-who-a-was-a-in-a-deep-a-conversation-a-with-a-one-a-of-a-the-a-main-a-cooks,-a-looked-a-up,-a-her-a-brows-a-crashing-a-over-a-her-a-eyes,-a-"And-a-just-a-where-a-do-a-you-a-think-a-you're-a-taking-a-her?-a-She-a-has-a-to-a-help-a-clean—" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon-a-held-a-his-a-hand-a-up-a-for-a-her-a-silence-a-and-a-continued-a-past-a-her-a-into-a-the-a-room-a-she-a-shared-a-with-a-Lyda. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-thrust-a-her-a-in-a-and-a-she-a-expected-a-him-a-to-a-lock-a-her-a-in-a-but-a-instead-a-he-a-shut-a-the-a-door-a-and-a-leaned-a-his-a-forehead-a-against-a-the-a-door,-a-his-a-back-a-to-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-shouldn't-a-be-a-interfering!-a-And-a-why-a-have-a-you-a-taken-a-me-a-here?"-a-She-a-shouted,-a-her-a-hands-a-shaking-a-with-a-anger. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-saw-a-his-a-massive-a-shoulders-a-move-a-and-a-he-a-turned-a-to-a-her,-a-his-a-green-a-eyes-a-narrowed. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You're-a-being-a-stupid.-a-For-a-someone-a-who-a-is-a-supposed-a-to-a-be-a-a-a-brilliant-a-tactician,-a-you're-a-going-a-to-a-fall-a-right-a-into-a-his-a-hands." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-held-a-up-a-her-a-wrist,-a-the-a-charms-a-clattering-a-against-a-one-a-another,-a-"Too-a-late,-a-Cadeon.-a-I-a-already-a-have!" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon-a-ran-a-his-a-fingers-a-through-a-his-a-hair,-a-"That's-a-not-a-what-a-I-a-mean.-a-I'm-a-going-a-to-a-explain-a-this-a-to-a-you-a-once,-a-Siyura,-a-and-a-if-a-you-a-choose-a-not-a-to-a-listen-a-then-a-it's-a-going-a-to-a-fall-a-on-a-your-a-shoulders.-a-The-a-Warlord-a-doesn't-a-make-a-decisions-a-to-a-make-a-them.-a-Do-a-you-a-think-a-it's-a-absentmindedness-a-that-a-he's-a-letting-a-you-a-be-a-a-a-domestic-a-servant?-a-He-a-always-a-has-a-a-a-motive,-a-Siyura,-a-always,-a-and-a-if-a-you-a-do-a-not-a-start-a-to-a-think-a-reasonably-a-he-a-won't-a-need-a-a-a-reason-a-to-a-ruin-a-you." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-crossed-a-her-a-arms-a-over-a-her-a-chest,-a-"He-a-already-a-has-a-one." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Even-a-as-a-she-a-said-a-it,-a-Cadeon-a-was-a-shaking-a-his-a-head,-a-"This-a-isn't-a-just-a-political-a-punishment.-a-He-a-likes-a-to-a-break-a-and-a-control-a-things." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-pointed-a-her-a-finger-a-at-a-his-a-chest,-a-"Are-a-you-a-speaking-a-from-a-experience?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Her-a-tone-a-was-a-condescending-a-and-a-she-a-felt-a-in-a-the-a-back-a-of-a-her-a-mind-a-that-a-she-a-needed-a-to-a-be-a-careful.-a-Cadeon-a-was...her-a-only-a-ally.-a-A-a-tentative-a-one-a-but-a-one-a-all-a-the-a-same. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon-a-looked-a-at-a-her-a-without-a-blinking,-a-"I've...seen-a-it.-a-And-a-it's-a-not-a-something-a-you'll-a-want-a-to-a-see-a-again.-a-He'll-a-take-a-your-a-insecurities-a-and-a-use-a-them-a-to-a-warp-a-you." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-raised-a-her-a-chin,-a-"No-a-one-a-will-a-ever-a-control-a-me.-a-Do-a-you-a-not-a-understand-a-what's-a-happened-a-to-a-me?-a-I've-a-lost-a-my-a-home,-a-my-a-family,-a-my-a-friends!-a-I-a-have-a-nothing!" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-moved-a-away-a-from-a-the-a-wall-a-quickly-a-and-a-if-a-she-a-hadn't-a-been-a-trained-a-to-a-stay-a-her-a-ground-a-she-a-would-a-have-a-moved-a-back.-a-Cadeon's-a-large-a-hands-a-cupped-a-the-a-sides-a-of-a-her-a-face,-a-"I-a-do-a-understand,-a-that-a-I-a-can-a-assure-a-you.-a-I-a-recognize-a-the-a-fire,-a-I-a-don't-a-want-a-you-a-to-a-be-a-broken." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-could-a-see-a-the-a-air-a-of-a-sadness-a-of-a-the-a-things-a-he-a-didn't-a-say.-a-The-a-tragedy-a-of-a-being-a-lost-a-and-a-uprooted-a-in-a-the-a-lines-a-of-a-his-a-face. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    They-a-froze-a-together,-a-pieces-a-connected-a-by-a-the-a-inevitable,-a-and-a-shared-a-hopelessness. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon-a-didn't-a-ask-a-her-a-before-a-he-a-kissed-a-her,-a-his-a-tongue-a-pushing-a-past-a-her-a-lips.-a-He-a-tasted-a-like-a-wine-a-and-a-Siyura-a-flattened-a-her-a-hands-a-over-a-his-a-shoulders,-a-kissing-a-him-a-back—finding-a-solace-a-in-a-the-a-strength-a-of-a-him.-a-For-a-a-a-moment,-a-she-a-felt-a-like-a-she-a-didn't-a-have-a-to-a-stand-a-tall-a-on-a-her-a-own. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-was-a-a-a-superficial-a-safety.-a-A-a-fairytale. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-pushed-a-against-a-him,-a-their-a-breath-a-coming-a-hard-a-and-a-intermingling.-a-Cadeon-a-leaned-a-back-a-in-a-and-a-nipped-a-at-a-her-a-bottom-a-lip. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-need-a-to-a-leave.-a-Please,-a-sleep-a-well."-a-He-a-kissed-a-her-a-one-a-more-a-time-a-and-a-left. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-wrapped-a-her-a-arms-a-around-a-herself,-a-afraid-a-if-a-she-a-moved-a-from-a-her-a-spot,-a-she-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-splinter. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-heard-a-the-a-door-a-creak-a-and-a-thought-a-Cadeon-a-had-a-come-a-back,-a-instead-a-it-a-was-a-Umla.-a-Her-a-thick-a-hands-a-wrapped-a-in-a-a-a-rag-a-from-a-the-a-kitchen-a-and-a-her-a-skin-a-was-a-dull-a-now-a-that-a-the-a-sweat-a-had-a-cooled. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-were-a-supposed-a-to-a-help-a-clean."-a-She-a-said-a-flatly. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-didn't-a-have-a-the-a-energy-a-to-a-argue-a-with-a-the-a-older-a-woman,-a-"I-a-apologize,-a-I'll-a-make-a-it-a-up-a-to-a-you-a-in-a-the-a-morning." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Umla-a-raised-a-her-a-brows,-a-"I-a-doubt-a-it.-a-You-a-did-a-kill-a-a-a-man-a-after-a-all." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-said-a-nothing,-a-already-a-feeling-a-dread-a-coming-a-over-a-her.-a-Her-a-meeting-a-with-a-Warlord-a-was-a-inevitable. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Her-a-eyes-a-looked-a-distant.-a-"Be-a-careful-a-of-a-him."-a-She-a-whispered. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-tilted-a-her-a-head,-a-"Cadeon?-a-What-a-do-a-you-a-mean?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Umla-a-step-a-forward-a-a-a-bit,-a-nervousness-a-apparent,-a-"You-a-need-a-to-a-be-a-careful-a-of-a-him.-a-He-a-is-a-used-a-to-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-violence,-a-he-a-will-a-do-a-whatever-a-is-a-asked-a-of-a-him.-a-Even-a-the-a-heartless-a-have-a-people-a-who-a-love-a-them." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    With-a-that-a-she-a-left-a-with-a-a-a-speed-a-that-a-one-a-would-a-not-a-expect-a-of-a-someone-a-her-a-age. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-took-a-her-a-clothes-a-off-a-and-a-got-a-ready-a-for-a-bed.-a-She-a-couldn't-a-help-a-but-a-feel-a-victory-a-stir-a-in-a-her-a-chest.-a-They-a-were-a-already-a-underestimating-a-her.-a-If-a-Cadeon-a-thought-a-that-a-she-a-would-a-abandoned-a-herself-a-to-a-this-a-fate-a-because-a-he-a-kissed-a-her—then-a-his-a-naivety-a-would-a-be-a-a-a-great-a-advantage-a-for-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    They-a-would-a-never-a-deter-a-her-a-or-a-break-a-her.-a-She-a-only-a-allowed-a-herself-a-two-a-alternatives:-a-escape-a-or-a-death. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Madness-a-in-a-Blood-a-Ch.-a-04 
 
      
 
      
 
    Tryxoth-a-watched-a-as-a-the-a-ruby-a-shard-a-she-a-balanced-a-on-a-a-a-black-a-ribbon,-a-turned-a-and-a-flitted-a-with-a-muted-a-magic. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-was-a-critical-a-that-a-she-a-find-a-Princess-a-Arelia-a-or-a-she-a-was-a-sure-a-the-a-next-a-person-a-to-a-have-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-wrath-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-be-a-her.-a-She-a-was-a-having-a-more-a-difficulty-a-than-a-usual-a-and-a-that-a-pissed-a-her-a-off.-a-Magic-a-wasn't-a-answering-a-her-a-call-a-as-a-easily-a-as-a-it-a-had-a-once.-a-After-a-a-a-wave-a-of-a-prejudice-a-inflamed-a-a-a-panic-a-against-a-those-a-who-a-could-a-wield-a-magic,-a-all-a-that-a-was-a-left-a-were-a-dead-a-bodies. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    And-a-she-a-had-a-been-a-cut-a-off-a-from-a-the-a-source-a-that-a-made-a-her-a-powerful,-a-the-a-magic-a-she-a-now-a-wielded-a-minimal-a-compared-a-to-a-what-a-she-a-had. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Her-a-coven-a-long-a-burned,-a-long-a-buried. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    But-a-something-a-rare-a-had-a-come-a-across-a-her-a-table—something-a-that-a-she-a-had-a-only-a-heard-a-in-a-midnight-a-tales-a-spoken-a-to-a-the-a-night-a-sky-a-to-a-scare-a-children. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-had-a-never-a-felt-a-inferiority,-a-never-a-felt-a-that-a-she-a-wasn't-a-enough-a-until-a-that-a-witch-a-had-a-landed-a-on-a-her-a-table. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-had-a-never-a-thought-a-she-a-would-a-meet-a-a-a-Sarca-a-witch. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Tryxoth-a-had-a-touched-a-her-a-skin-a-and-a-felt-a-the-a-wild,-a-bloodthirsty-a-magic-a-that-a-was-a-like-a-energy-a-moving-a-the-a-ground-a-below-a-them-a-with-a-a-a-force-a-of-a-the-a-Gods.-a-It-a-was-a-like-a-a-a-lull-a-that-a-had-a-pulled-a-her-a-under-a-and-a-she-a-hadn't-a-been-a-able-a-to-a-help-a-herself-a-from-a-touching-a-the-a-witch. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Tryxoth-a-had-a-fought,-a-secretly,-a-from-a-having-a-her-a-end-a-up-a-in-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-hands.-a-The-a-Silver-a-witch-a-was-a-not-a-going-a-to-a-come-a-out-a-the-a-same-a-because-a-she-a-didn't-a-have-a-her-a-magic-a-to-a-defend-a-herself.-a-Tryxoth-a-had-a-to-a-make-a-three-a-sets-a-of-a-cuffs-a-before-a-she-a-had-a-nearly-a-drained-a-herself-a-making-a-the-a-fourth.-a-Siyura-a-had-a-been-a-too-a-strong. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-had-a-been-a-a-a-surprise-a-that-a-she-a-was-a-able-a-to-a-contain-a-her-a-magic-a-at-a-all.-a-Tryxoth-a-was-a-torn-a-between-a-wanting-a-to-a-make-a-sure-a-the-a-witch-a-was-a-secured-a-for-a-further-a-study-a-and-a-the-a-slight-a-guilt-a-that-a-those-a-cuffs-a-might-a-cause-a-more-a-damage-a-than-a-the-a-Warlord-a-himself. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    But,-a-she-a-owed-a-that-a-dangerous-a-male-a-and-a-though-a-her-a-conscious-a-was-a-underdeveloped-a-she-a-would-a-do-a-what-a-he-a-asked. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Tryxoth-a-glanced-a-at-a-the-a-table-a-and-a-had-a-a-a-sudden-a-thought.-a-It-a-was-a-very-a-probable-a-that-a-Siyura-a-had-a-hidden-a-Arelia-a-herself.-a-No-a-doubt-a-she-a-had-a-been-a-very-a-thorough...and-a-Tryxoth-a-wasn't-a-too-a-mighty-a-to-a-think-a-that-a-she-a-could-a-figure-a-out-a-Siyura's-a-thought-a-process. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    However,-a-she-a-was-a-tactical.-a-Walking-a-over-a-to-a-the-a-table,-a-she-a-smiled-a-triumphantly.-a-On-a-the-a-corner-a-of-a-her-a-crafting-a-table-a-was-a-a-a-few-a-strands-a-of-a-dark-a-hair-a-wrapped-a-around-a-the-a-lip-a-of-a-a-a-bolt.-a-There-a-was-a-only-a-one-a-person-a-who-a-had-a-been-a-on-a-this-a-table. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-plucked-a-the-a-hair-a-and-a-slowly-a-wrapped-a-around-a-it-a-around-a-the-a-ruby.-a-She-a-turned-a-back-a-to-a-the-a-laid-out-a-map-a-of-a-the-a-realm-a-and-a-concentrated-a-again. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-ruby-a-slowly-a-spun-a-with-a-the-a-lackluster-a-energy-a-she-a-could-a-provide-a-it...and-a-then-a-it-a-changed.-a-The-a-ruby-a-pulled-a-at-a-the-a-ribbon-a-until-a-it-a-became-a-tight,-a-as-a-if-a-the-a-ribbon-a-had-a-grown-a-from-a-the-a-chard.-a-It-a-vibrated-a-in-a-her-a-hand-a-and-a-she-a-almost-a-let-a-it-a-go-a-when-a-it-a-started-a-to-a-burn. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    When-a-Tryxoth-a-thought-a-she-a-could-a-not-a-stand-a-it-a-anymore,-a-the-a-ruby-a-flew-a-out-a-of-a-her-a-hand-a-and-a-landed-a-on-a-a-a-spot-a-on-a-the-a-map.-a-One-a-she-a-had-a-never-a-thought-a-to-a-consider. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-smiled,-a-"There-a-you-a-are-a-little-a-princess." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    **** 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Her-a-mama-a-was-a-standing-a-over-a-her.-a-It-a-wasn't-a-that-a-strange—but-a-it-a-still-a-scared-a-her-a-every-a-single-a-time.-a-She-a-would-a-do-a-this,-a-sometimes...-a-watch-a-her-a-sleep.-a-She-a-never-a-knew-a-what-a-she-a-had-a-done-a-to-a-make-a-her-a-mama-a-look-a-at-a-her-a-that-a-way.-a-She-a-hadn't-a-been-a-bad,-a-had-a-she?-a-She-a-washed-a-her-a-hands-a-before-a-she-a-ate-a-and-a-brushed-a-her-a-mama's-a-hair-a-just-a-the-a-way-a-she-a-liked-a-it.-a-She-a-didn't-a-snag-a-it-a-or-a-anything. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    But—there-a-had-a-to-a-be-a-something-a-Siyura-a-wasn't-a-doing-a-right.-a-Something-a-that-a-made-a-her-a-mama-a-mad. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-peeked-a-out-a-from-a-under-a-her-a-blanket,-a-shivering-a-at-a-the-a-flash-a-of-a-silver-a-at-a-her-a-mother's-a-side.-a-The-a-older-a-woman-a-was-a-swaying-a-from-a-side-a-to-a-side-a-and-a-staring-a-hard-a-at-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Suddenly-a-a-a-hand—clawed-a-and-a-ugly-a-pulled-a-her-a-out-a-from-a-under-a-the-a-blankets. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Run,-a-little-a-girl,-a-run."-a-She-a-heard-a-her-a-slur-a-maliciously,-a-the-a-austere-a-square-a-knife-a-raised-a-over-a-her-a-shoulder—scaring-a-her-a-so-a-badly-a-she-a-messed-a-herself... 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    ***** 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-awoke,-a-a-a-hand-a-gripped-a-in-a-her-a-hair,-a-pulling-a-her-a-from-a-where-a-she-a-slept.-a-Tightening-a-on-a-her-a-scalp,-a-she-a-was-a-yanked-a-across-a-the-a-stone-a-floor. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Let-a-me-a-go!"-a-she-a-demanded-a-and-a-heard-a-a-a-low-a-dismissive-a-sound. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-reached-a-up-a-wrapping-a-her-a-hand-a-around-a-a-a-thick-a-wrist,-a-trying-a-to-a-alleviate-a-the-a-searing-a-pain. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Damn-a-you!-a-I-a-said-a-let-a-me-a-go!"-a-she-a-screamed-a-again-a-and-a-blessedly-a-landed-a-in-a-a-a-heap-a-on-a-the-a-floor. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Is-a-that-a-better?"-a-The-a-Warlord-a-asked-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-was-a-on-a-her-a-knees,-a-ignoring-a-the-a-uneven-a-stone-a-biting-a-into-a-her-a-skin.-a-She-a-threaded-a-her-a-fingers-a-into-a-her-a-hair-a-rubbing-a-at-a-her-a-scalp.-a-She-a-could-a-see-a-his-a-heavy-a-boots-a-through-a-the-a-screen-a-of-a-her-a-hair,-a-metal-a-tipped-a-and-a-braced-a-apart. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-skin-a-on-a-her-a-back-a-tightened,-a-that-a-inevitably-a-she-a-felt-a-earlier,-a-catching-a-up-a-with-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Fuck-a-you."-a-She-a-panted. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-felt-a-his-a-foot-a-come-a-down-a-hard-a-on-a-her-a-back,-a-pressing-a-her-a-back-a-into-a-the-a-stone.-a-She-a-clenched-a-her-a-teeth-a-against-a-the-a-pressure-a-but-a-did-a-not-a-give-a-him-a-the-a-satisfaction-a-of-a-squirming.-a-He-a-gave-a-her-a-a-a-small-a-reprieve-a-but-a-pulled-a-her-a-hands-a-behind-a-her-a-back. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "No!"-a-she-a-screeched-a-when-a-cold-a-manacles-a-enclosed-a-her-a-wrist.-a-He-a-ignored-a-her-a-and-a-lifted-a-her-a-up-a-to-a-stand-a-and-a-face-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-had-a-brought-a-her-a-to-a-a-a-room-a-she-a-had-a-never-a-been-a-in-a-before.-a-It-a-mimicked-a-the-a-shape-a-of-a-her-a-sleeping-a-chamber-a-so-a-she-a-figured-a-she-a-wasn't-a-too-a-far-a-away-a-from-a-the-a-rest-a-of-a-the-a-servants.-a-There-a-was-a-a-a-single-a-chair-a-and-a-a-a-stout-a-looking-a-table-a-that-a-had-a-a-a-stain-a-in-a-the-a-middle.-a-On-a-a-a-square-a-in-a-front-a-of-a-her-a-was-a-a-a-drain. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "At-a-last-a-Lady-a-Siyura,-a-you-a-and-a-I-a-have-a-the-a-chance-a-to-a-get-a-to-a-know-a-one-a-another."-a-He-a-said-a-his-a-voice-a-crisp-a-with-a-the-a-accent-a-that-a-belonged-a-to-a-Haldane's-a-aristocracy. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-fought-a-to-a-take-a-a-a-step-a-back-a-from-a-him-a-but-a-controlled-a-herself.-a-He-a-was-a-still-a-in-a-his-a-formal,-a-military-a-attire.-a-He-a-embodied-a-his-a-status-a-of-a-Warlord-a-and-a-everything-a-she-a-had-a-come-a-to-a-learn-a-about-a-him.-a-A-a-small-a-sliver-a-of-a-apprehension-a-coursed-a-through-a-her-a-as-a-she-a-remembered-a-what-a-Cadeon-a-had-a-told-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    This-a-male-a-like-a-to-a-break-a-things. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "So,"-a-he-a-said-a-as-a-if-a-they-a-were-a-at-a-dinner-a-requiring,-a-"I-a-finally-a-get-a-the-a-chance-a-to-a-meet-a-the-a-mythical-a-Silver-a-witch.-a-Should-a-I-a-be-a-worried-a-about-a-my-a-animals-a-dying?-a-Will-a-there-a-be-a-children-a-born-a-with-a-missing-a-bones-a-in-a-their-a-heads?"-a-He-a-lowered-a-himself-a-into-a-the-a-chair,-a-relaxed-a-as-a-if-a-he-a-had-a-plenty-a-of-a-time-a-to-a-spare. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-shook-a-her-a-hair-a-out-a-of-a-her-a-face,-a-"Of-a-course-a-not.-a-I-a-prefer-a-to-a-take-a-heads." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-leaned-a-back,-a-"Careful-a-witch,-a-it-a-may-a-very-a-well-a-be-a-your-a-head." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-lifted-a-her-a-face-a-in-a-defiance,-a-"I'm-a-here-a-for-a-a-a-reason,-a-correct?-a-You've-a-gone-a-through-a-so-a-much-a-to-a-get-a-me.-a-Don't-a-insult-a-me-a-by-a-suggesting-a-all-a-your-a-hard-a-work-a-would-a-go-a-to-a-waste." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-see-a-you've-a-been-a-educated.-a-Well,-a-let-a-me-a-save-a-you-a-some-a-time.-a-The-a-only-a-instruction-a-you-a-will-a-receive-a-from-a-now-a-on-a-will-a-be-a-the-a-rules-a-you-a-will-a-be-a-following." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "And-a-if-a-I-a-don't?"-a-she-a-quipped-a-back. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-paused-a-in-a-his-a-motions,-a-his-a-eyes-a-shooting-a-through-a-her.-a-He-a-slowly-a-unfolded-a-from-a-his-a-seat-a-like-a-a-a-cat-a-who-a-just-a-saw-a-something-a-worth-a-extending-a-its-a-claws-a-for. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-walked-a-over-a-to-a-far-a-wall-a-and-a-lifted-a-a-a-latch-a-that-a-was-a-situated-a-by-a-bolts.-a-Above-a-her-a-she-a-heard-a-metal-a-chains-a-falling.-a-He-a-walked-a-back-a-over-a-to-a-her-a-and-a-without-a-breaking-a-away-a-from-a-her-a-eye,-a-he-a-unlocked-a-one-a-of-a-the-a-cuffs-a-to-a-bring-a-them-a-in-a-front-a-of-a-her,-a-holding-a-onto-a-her-a-wrist-a-so-a-hard-a-she-a-had-a-to-a-stop-a-from-a-making-a-any-a-noise.-a-He-a-re-cuffed-a-her-a-then-a-stretched-a-her-a-arms-a-over-a-her-a-head-a-and-a-put-a-the-a-chain-a-length-a-over-a-the-a-hook-a-making-a-her-a-go-a-up-a-on-a-her-a-tiptoes. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-effort-a-she-a-had-a-to-a-put-a-into-a-balance-a-left-a-her-a-open-a-to-a-whatever-a-he-a-wanted-a-to-a-do-a-to-a-her.-a-Siyura-a-fisted-a-her-a-hands-a-above-a-her,-a-praying-a-for-a-her-a-magic-a-to-a-come-a-back-a-to-a-her.-a-To-a-protect-a-her.-a-But-a-her-a-magic-a-was-a-ornery,-a-often-a-acting-a-with-a-a-a-will-a-of-a-its-a-own.-a-After-a-using-a-the-a-spell-a-to-a-get-a-out-a-of-a-prison,-a-her-a-magic-a-still-a-had-a-not-a-returned-a-to-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "This-a-is-a-my-a-fault,"-a-he-a-said-a-getting-a-up-a-circling-a-around-a-her,-a-"I-a-should-a-have-a-made-a-our-a-impending-a-relations-a-apparent." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Preferably,-a-before-a-you-a-slammed-a-my-a-head-a-into-a-stone."-a-She-a-retorted. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "It's-a-important-a-to-a-establish-a-who-a-is-a-in-a-control,-a-don't-a-you-a-think?-a-Violence-a-can-a-often-a-be-a-the-a-unpleasant-a-side-a-of-a-training-a-wild-a-animals." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-felt-a-her-a-face-a-tighten-a-with-a-indignation.-a-It-a-was-a-hard-a-to-a-keep-a-a-a-semblance-a-of-a-being-a-in-a-power-a-with-a-her-a-arms-a-cuffed-a-above-a-her-a-head. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-turned-a-to-a-her,-a-his-a-face-a-twisted-a-cruelly,-a-"Do-a-you-a-know-a-what-a-comes-a-after-a-violence?"-a-he-a-stepped-a-closer-a-to-a-her,-a-the-a-heat-a-of-a-him-a-making-a-her-a-claustrophobic. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Enlighten-a-me."-a-She-a-said-a-airily. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-bowed-a-his-a-head,-a-"Would-a-I-a-be-a-a-a-gentleman-a-not-a-to?"-a-His-a-hand-a-went-a-to-a-his-a-side-a-and-a-she-a-heard-a-the-a-sharp-a-slicing-a-of-a-air.-a-He-a-had-a-unsheathed-a-a-a-danger-a-with-a-a-a-worn-a-hilt. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Animals-a-are,-a-unfortunately,-a-on-a-a-a-tip-a-of-a-defiance-a-and-a-the-a-willingness-a-to-a-please.-a-Even-a-exotic-a-animals-a-can-a-be-a-made-a-to-a-heel.-a-To-a-perform." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-placed-a-the-a-tip-a-of-a-the-a-dagger-a-on-a-the-a-swell-a-of-a-her-a-bottom-a-lip,-a-then-a-slowly-a-down-a-the-a-arch-a-of-a-her-a-neck.-a-Siyura-a-fought-a-to-a-keep-a-herself-a-from-a-swallowing-a-and-a-even-a-harder-a-to-a-look-a-away-a-from-a-him.-a-A-a-magnetic-a-pull-a-almost-a-made-a-him-a-seem-a-charismatic.-a-The-a-way-a-he-a-held-a-himself-a-was-a-almost-a-a-a-distraction-a-from-a-the-a-ominous-a-air-a-of-a-him.-a-She-a-could-a-see-a-the-a-brutes-a-of-a-Haldane-a-believing-a-in-a-his-a-ability-a-to-a-protect-a-and-a-glorify-a-them. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Of-a-course,-a-they'll-a-fight-a-it-a-at-a-first,"-a-with-a-an-a-upward-a-slash,-a-he-a-cut-a-her-a-right-a-sleeve,-a-"they-a-may-a-even-a-hurt-a-themselves-a-in-a-their-a-fool-a-hardiness."-a-Another-a-slash,-a-and-a-gone-a-was-a-her-a-left-a-sleeve.-a-His-a-hands-a-took-a-a-a-hold-a-of-a-the-a-split-a-collar-a-of-a-the-a-dress-a-and-a-easily-a-pulled-a-it-a-apart,-a-leaving-a-her-a-in-a-the-a-shift-a-she-a-had-a-been-a-given. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "They'll-a-accept-a-the-a-balance-a-of-a-cruelness-a-because-a-with-a-good-a-behavior-a-comes-a-result,"-a-the-a-dagger-a-rested-a-on-a-her-a-breastbone,-a-pressing-a-down-a-painfully. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-watched-a-her-a-face,-a-his-a-eyes-a-taking-a-in-a-all-a-the-a-lines-a-and-a-emotions. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    When-a-he-a-decided-a-he'd-a-had-a-enough,-a-he-a-sheath-a-the-a-dagger-a-and-a-ducked-a-his-a-head-a-then-a-licked-a-the-a-pearl-a-of-a-blood-a-that-a-had-a-formed-a-on-a-her-a-skin.-a-His-a-tongue-a-on-a-her-a-elicited-a-a-a-shiver-a-she-a-was-a-uncomfortable-a-with-a-and-a-she-a-tried-a-to-a-jerk-a-away-a-from-a-him.-a-He-a-grabbed-a-the-a-front-a-her-a-shift-a-and-a-with-a-barely-a-a-a-flick-a-of-a-his-a-wrist,-a-tore-a-it-a-away. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-felt-a-the-a-cool-a-air-a-of-a-the-a-cellar-a-lay-a-over-a-her-a-naked-a-body-a-and-a-wished-a-with-a-anger-a-her-a-hands-a-were-a-free.-a-Not-a-so-a-she-a-could-a-cover-a-herself-a-but-a-so-a-she-a-could-a-try-a-and-a-bash-a-his-a-head-a-in. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-took-a-a-a-step-a-back,-a-taking-a-in-a-her-a-nakedness.-a-He-a-started-a-with-a-her-a-breast-a-that-a-had-a-heavy-a-swells,-a-then-a-moved-a-across-a-her-a-belly,-a-over-a-the-a-expanse-a-of-a-her-a-hips,-a-and-a-he-a-stopped-a-at-a-her-a-sex. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Is-a-this-a-what-a-you-a-do-a-to-a-all-a-your-a-prisoners?-a-Tie-a-them-a-up-a-and-a-gawk-a-at-a-them?-a-This-a-is-a-the-a-mighty-a-power-a-I'm-a-supposed-a-to-a-tremble-a-before?"-a-Siyura-a-taunted. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-let-a-out-a-a-a-laugh-a-and-a-stepped-a-closer-a-to-a-her.-a-One-a-hand-a-wrapped-a-around-a-her-a-throat-a-and-a-she-a-swallowed. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-apologize,-a-Lady-a-Siyura.-a-This-a-is-a-exactly-a-why-a-it's-a-so-a-important-a-to-a-establish-a-who's-a-the-a-master-a-and-a-who's-a-the-a-animal."-a-He-a-said-a-tightening-a-his-a-hands-a-on-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-tilted-a-her-a-head-a-back-a-slightly. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "See,-a-you-a-have-a-no-a-value-a-or-a-space-a-in-a-my-a-domain,"-a-he-a-squeezed-a-harder-a-and-a-she-a-tried-a-turn-a-her-a-throat,-a-to-a-get-a-air-a-into-a-her-a-lungs,-a-"Your-a-entire-a-existence-a-is-a-now-a-based-a-on-a-my-a-mercy-a-and-a-I-a-can-a-assure-a-you,-a-I'm-a-not-a-impressed." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-let-a-go-a-of-a-her-a-throat-a-and-a-she-a-could-a-not-a-stop-a-herself-a-from-a-pulling-a-in-a-mouthfuls-a-of-a-air. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You've-a-obviously-a-got-a-attributes-a-that-a-appeal-a-to-a-my-a-King.-a-As-a-I-a-am-a-an-a-ever-a-faithful-a-to-a-my-a-country-a-I've-a-taken-a-this-a-to-a-task-a-personally.-a-I'm-a-going-a-to-a-open-a-you-a-up-a-and-a-rip-a-everything-a-out-a-of-a-you-a-until-a-all-a-that-a-is-a-left-a-is-a-a-a-pathetic-a-thing."-a-He-a-drawled-a-running-a-a-a-finger-a-across-a-her-a-nipple-a-that-a-had-a-peaked-a-in-a-the-a-cold-a-air,-a-onto-a-the-a-softness-a-of-a-her-a-belly-a-and-a-hooked-a-under-a-the-a-chain-a-he-a-had-a-put-a-there. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
   
  
 

 Siyura-a-controlled-a-her-a-face-a-again. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Tell-a-me-a-about-a-the-a-chains."-a-She-a-said-a-ignoring-a-his-a-threat. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Because-a-we're-a-getting-a-to-a-know-a-one-a-another,-a-I'll-a-let-a-that-a-go-a-just-a-this-a-once,"-a-He-a-said-a-putting-a-his-a-hands-a-behind-a-his-a-back,-a-"You-a-can't-a-be-a-trusted-a-to-a-conform-a-like-a-any-a-other-a-slave,-a-so-a-you'll-a-be-a-made-a-to-a-heel.-a-Tryxoth-a-created-a-these-a-chains-a-to-a-mute-a-you.-a-You'll-a-find-a-no-a-extra-a-assistance-a-in-a-your-a-violence-a-or-a-attempts-a-to-a-escape.-a-You-a-will-a-be-a-magically-a-tied-a-by-a-boundary-a-so-a-forget-a-fleeing-a-Sytadel.-a-The-a-chains-a-will-a-hold-a-you-a-until-a-I-a-say-a-otherwise." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Something-a-pulled-a-at-a-Siyura's-a-mind,-a-something-a-her-a-mother-a-told-a-her,-a-something-a-she-a-had-a-learned-a-when-a-she-a-was-a-being-a-taught-a-basic-a-craft. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You're-a-holding-a-me-a-with-a-an-a-entrapment-a-curse."-a-she-a-whispered,-a-a-a-horrible-a-realization-a-that-a-escape-a-may-a-not-a-be-a-as-a-close-a-as-a-she-a-thought. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-curse-a-had-a-been-a-a-a-crafty-a-tool-a-in-a-a-a-war-a-between-a-two-a-witch-a-clans-a-that-a-had-a-long-a-ago-a-destroyed-a-themselves.-a-It-a-would-a-mute-a-the-a-magic-a-of-a-the-a-wearer-a-holding-a-them,-a-keeping-a-them-a-bound-a-and-a-close-a-to-a-whomever-a-held-a-their-a-anchor.-a-If-a-she-a-got-a-too-a-far-a-from-a-the-a-anchor...it-a-would-a-be-a-the-a-end-a-of-a-her.-a-Broken-a-entrapment-a-curses-a-were-a-meant-a-to-a-enforce-a-servitude-a-and-a-control.-a-The-a-only-a-way-a-to-a-break-a-it-a-was-a-to-a-destroy-a-the-a-anchor-a-and-a-that-a-could-a-be-a-anything-a-the-a-Warlord-a-had-a-wished. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-smiled-a-in-a-earnest,-a-the-a-scar-a-that-a-went-a-vertical-a-down-a-his-a-lips,-a-stretching.-a-"I-a-see-a-your-a-plans-a-of-a-running-a-falling-a-into-a-ruin." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Do-a-you-a-think-a-I-a-can-a-ever-a-coerced-a-into-a-doing-a-anything-a-for-a-you?-a-I-a-won't-a-let-a-you-a-turn-a-my-a-magic-a-into-a-a-a-weapon-a-for-a-Haldane!" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-tilted-a-his-a-head,-a-"As-a-if-a-you-a-have-a-a-a-choice.-a-You're-a-going-a-to-a-do-a-whatever-a-I-a-want.-a-Soon-a-you'll-a-understand-a-that.-a-Why-a-don't-a-I-a-tell-a-you-a-what-a-is-a-going-a-to-a-be-a-expected-a-of-a-you?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Fuck-a-off."-a-She-a-spat. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-was-a-so-a-fast,-a-that-a-even-a-while-a-she-a-was-a-looking-a-at-a-him-a-she-a-did-a-not-a-have-a-time-a-to-a-brace-a-the-a-blow-a-across-a-her-a-face.-a-She-a-felt-a-blood-a-trickle-a-out-a-of-a-the-a-side-a-of-a-her-a-mouth-a-and-a-her-a-head-a-started-a-ringing. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Now,-a-savage,-a-let-a-me-a-explain-a-this,-a-one.-a-More.-a-Time.-a-Your-a-life-a-is-a-whatever-a-I-a-say-a-it-a-is.-a-You're-a-going-a-to-a-sleep,-a-eat,-a-jump,-a-fuck-a-when-a-I-a-say-a-so.-a-Every-a-time-a-you-a-have-a-a-a-silly-a-little-a-violent-a-burst-a-you're-a-going-a-to-a-punished.-a-Every-a-time-a-you-a-speak-a-out-a-of-a-turn,-a-you're-a-going-a-to-a-be-a-punished." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-cupped-a-her-a-jaw,-a-gently,-a-contrasting-a-the-a-lines-a-of-a-violence-a-that-a-constructed-a-him.-a-Putting-a-his-a-lips-a-on-a-her-a-ear-a-he-a-said,-a-"I'm-a-going-a-to-a-be-a-your-a-God." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-sounded-a-so-a-sure.-a-She-a-would-a-be-a-dishonest-a-if-a-she-a-did-a-not-a-feel-a-fear. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-fool-a-yourself-a-if-a-you-a-think-a-I'll-a-ever-a-submit-a-to-a-you."-a-She-a-said-a-the-a-uncertainty-a-even-a-apparent-a-in-a-her-a-ears. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Something-a-flashed-a-in-a-his-a-eyes-a-but-a-it-a-was-a-gone-a-just-a-as-a-quickly-a-as-a-it-a-was-a-there. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-like-a-optimism-a-in-a-my-a-slaves.-a-It's-a-erotically-a-pleasing-a-to-a-watch-a-it-a-die.-a-Why-a-don't-a-we-a-start-a-tonight,-a-darling?-a-You've-a-murder-a-one-a-of-a-my-a-most-a-esteemed-a-guest."-a-He-a-said-a-holding-a-his-a-hand-a-over-a-his-a-heart-a-in-a-mock-a-sentiment. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "He-a-was-a-a-a-rat-a-bastard.-a-He-a-deserved-a-to-a-die."-a-She-a-shot-a-back. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-raised-a-a-a-brow-a-cynically,-a-"Of-a-course-a-he-a-did.-a-Now,-a-that-a-you've-a-been-a-properly-a-informed—any-a-punishment-a-that-a-you-a-endure-a-will-a-be-a-entirely-a-your-a-fault.-a-You're-a-going-a-to-a-fall-a-into-a-line-a-one-a-way-a-or-a-the-a-other.-a-I-a-want-a-you-a-to-a-preform-a-my-a-little-a-pet." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura's-a-anger-a-choked-a-her-a-throat,-a-"Preform,-a-what?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Your-a-past-a-behavior-a-is-a-completely-a-unacceptable-a-so-a-tonight,-a-you're-a-going-a-to-a-make-a-amends.-a-You're-a-going-a-to-a-reward-a-one-a-of-a-my-a-most-a-loyal-a-soldiers." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-heard-a-the-a-door-a-behind-a-her-a-push-a-open-a-with-a-a-a-groan-a-and-a-wind-a-cooled-a-on-a-her-a-back. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-looked-a-over-a-her-a-shoulder-a-and-a-a-a-pleased-a-expression-a-washed-a-over-a-his-a-face,-a-"Ah,-a-I've-a-been-a-waiting-a-for-a-you,-a-Braydor.-a-Come,-a-I-a-have-a-decided-a-that-a-you-a-need-a-to-a-be-a-rewarded-a-for-a-your...tedious-a-service-a-in-a-the-a-swamps-a-of-a-Arvaka." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Braydor-a-came-a-into-a-her-a-line-a-of-a-vision-a-and-a-she-a-felt-a-the-a-prickling-a-heat-a-of-a-embarrassment-a-come-a-over-a-her-a-skin.-a-The-a-soldier-a-had-a-managed-a-to-a-wash-a-away-a-the-a-grease-a-and-a-dirt-a-of-a-their-a-previous-a-battles.-a-His-a-eyes-a-lit-a-up-a-when-a-he-a-saw-a-her-a-and-a-she-a-saw-a-something-a-ugly-a-and-a-disturbing-a-there. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-cuffed-a-the-a-back-a-of-a-his-a-neck-a-like-a-a-a-pleased-a-father-a-giving-a-his-a-son-a-the-a-opportunity-a-to-a-prove-a-his-a-mettle. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Braydor-a-was-a-in-a-awe-a-to-a-see-a-Siyura-a-so-a-vulnerable.-a-Then-a-there-a-was-a-nastiness-a-and-a-lust-a-swirling-a-on-a-his-a-face-a-and-a-her-a-body-a-went-a-taut-a-with-a-fury. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "What-a-did-a-you-a-have-a-in-a-mind,-a-my-a-lord?"-a-Braydor-a-asked-a-with-a-a-a-lopsided-a-smile-a-belying-a-his-a-eagerness. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Tell-a-me,"-a-he-a-said-a-sweeping-a-his-a-hand-a-toward-a-her,-a-"How-a-much-a-hardship-a-did-a-this-a-lady-a-give-a-you?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Braydor's-a-face-a-darkened-a-and-a-the-a-fist-a-at-a-his-a-side-a-tightened.-a-Siyura-a-knew-a-he-a-was-a-remembering-a-the-a-times-a-she-a-had-a-cut-a-down-a-his-a-men,-a-burned-a-his-a-camps-a-to-a-the-a-ground,-a-and-a-tormented-a-him-a-endlessly-a-with-a-his-a-inability-a-to-a-even-a-come-a-close-a-to-a-catching-a-her.-a-She-a-could-a-see-a-all-a-those-a-memories-a-floating-a-around,-a-taunting-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "She-a-was-a-a-a-fucking-a-bitch-a-and-a-seeing-a-her-a-here...strung-a-up-a-and-a-at-a-your-a-mercy,-a-my-a-Lord...she-a-deserves-a-everything-a-that's-a-coming-a-to-a-her." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-ran-a-her-a-tongue-a-over-a-her-a-lower-a-lip,-a-"My,-a-my,-a-aren't-a-we-a-brave-a-now?-a-If-a-you'd-a-really-a-like-a-to-a-know-a-how-a-it-a-was?-a-He-a-cried-a-and-a-cried-a-when-a-I-a-had-a-him-a-by-a-the-a-balls.-a-I-a-expect-a-you-a-could-a-have-a-sent-a-a-a-toddler-a-in-a-his-a-place-a-and-a-he-a-would-a-have-a-done-a-a-a-much-a-more-a-satisfactory-a-job." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    If-a-it-a-were-a-not-a-for-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-hand-a-on-a-Braydor's-a-neck,-a-he-a-would-a-have-a-attacked-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Tsk,-a-tsk,"-a-he-a-moved-a-away-a-from-a-the-a-soldier-a-and-a-walked-a-behind-a-her,-a-"We-a-can't-a-blame-a-Braydor,-a-can-a-we?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-could-a-hear-a-the-a-creaking-a-of-a-the-a-leather-a-he-a-was-a-wearing.-a-She-a-knew-a-she'd-a-hear-a-it-a-in-a-her-a-nightmares. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "We-a-can't?"-a-Braydor-a-said-a-naively-a-and-a-Siyura-a-almost-a-laughed-a-if-a-she-a-wasn't-a-already-a-nervous-a-about-a-the-a-male-a-behind-a-her.-a-Suddenly,-a-his-a-hands-a-came-a-down-a-hard-a-on-a-her-a-hips,-a-his-a-fingers-a-digging-a-into-a-her-a-skin.-a-There-a-was-a-restrained-a-power-a-there. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord's-a-soft-a-laugh,-a-so-a-misplaced,-a-echoed-a-off-a-the-a-stones-a-and-a-he-a-tightened-a-his-a-hold-a-painfully. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Lucky-a-for-a-you,-a-Braydor,"-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-words-a-scathing-a-on-a-the-a-back-a-her-a-neck,-a-"She-a-does-a-have-a-everything,-a-as-a-you-a-say,-a-coming-a-to-a-her.-a-I-a-mean-a-to-a-rectify-a-all-a-the-a-problems-a-she-a-caused-a-me.-a-Starting-a-with-a-you." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-could-a-hear-a-the-a-loud-a-crashing-a-of-a-her-a-heart-a-in-a-her-a-ears.-a-Even-a-though-a-Braydor-a-the-a-Dumb-a-still-a-looked-a-confused,-a-she-a-had-a-an-a-idea-a-of-a-what-a-the-a-Warlord-a-was-a-doing. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    That-a-bastard-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-give-a-her-a-to-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    A-a-smile-a-of-a-understanding-a-crossed-a-Braydor's-a-face-a-and-a-he-a-looked-a-downright-a-thrilled,-a-his-a-eyes-a-roaming-a-over-a-her-a-again.-a-When-a-he-a-stepped-a-closer,-a-she-a-could-a-not-a-control-a-herself,-a-she-a-spat-a-right-a-in-a-his-a-face. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Braydor,-a-forgetting-a-himself,-a-slapped-a-her-a-on-a-opposite-a-side-a-the-a-Warlord-a-had.-a-She-a-wished-a-she-a-had-a-her-a-magic-a-back-a-so-a-she-a-could-a-burn-a-the-a-skin-a-from-a-their-a-bones. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Remember,-a-Braydor,-a-try-a-not-a-break-a-her—" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "As-a-if-a-this-a-spineless-a-rat-a-could!"-a-she-a-yelled-a-finally-a-letting-a-her-a-anger-a-get-a-the-a-best-a-of-a-her.-a-The-a-Warlord-a-jerked-a-her-a-to-a-bring-a-her-a-back-a-to-a-heel. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "This-a-is-a-her-a-initiation-a-as-a-my-a-toy.-a-There-a-seems-a-to-a-be-a-a-a-misunderstanding-a-on-a-what-a-her-a-role-a-is—so-a-please-a-assist-a-her,"-a-his-a-voice-a-took-a-on-a-it-a-normal-a-coldness,-a-"do-a-not-a-permanently-a-damage-a-her—that's-a-my-a-privilege." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-walked-a-to-a-the-a-door-a-and-a-said-a-over-a-his-a-shoulder,-a-"Pull-a-the-a-latch—it'll-a-be-a-entertaining." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    When-a-the-a-door-a-shut,-a-Braydor-a-gripped-a-her-a-chin,-a-"I-a-promise—it'll-a-only-a-hurt-a-a-a-lot." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "How-a-does-a-it-a-feel?-a-Knowing-a-that-a-the-a-only-a-reason-a-you-a-get-a-to-a-use-a-me-a-is-a-because-a-your-a-papa-a-tied-a-me-a-up-a-first."-a-Siyura-a-drawled. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Braydor,-a-who-a-couldn't-a-seem-a-to-a-ever-a-keep-a-the-a-upper-a-hand,-a-fought-a-his-a-anger,-a-"Shut-a-up,-a-you're-a-not-a-in-a-control-a-anymore.-a-You're-a-just-a-another-a-slave.-a-The-a-Warlord-a-will-a-sort-a-you-a-out-a-until-a-you're-a-dead-a-on-a-the-a-inside." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Her-a-brows-a-popped,-a-"That's-a-so...intelligent-a-for-a-you-a-Braydor.-a-I-a-have-a-to-a-say-a-I-a-don't-a-know-a-what-a-I-a-appreciate-a-more—you-a-finally-a-not-a-being-a-a-a-spineless-a-whore-a-or-a-that-a-beautiful-a-scar-a-on-a-your-a-face,-a-courtesy-a-of-a-me,-a-of-a-course." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-was-a-true,-a-the-a-flat-a-white-a-scar-a-on-a-Braydor's-a-face-a-had-a-been-a-the-a-result-a-of-a-one-a-of-a-their-a-many-a-battles-a-in-a-Arvaka.-a-He'd-a-had-a-her-a-pinned-a-up-a-against-a-a-a-rock-a-face-a-and-a-wasn't-a-aware-a-of-a-the-a-fire-hot-a-dagger-a-she-a-had-a-in-a-her-a-hand. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-had-a-been-a-gloating-a-at-a-having-a-her-a-pinned-a-and-a-she-a-had-a-been-a-pissed-a-that-a-she-a-could-a-feel-a-his-a-arousal-a-pushing-a-into-a-her-a-belly.-a-It-a-had-a-been-a-the-a-last-a-time-a-he-a-had-a-celebrated-a-too-a-early.-a-She-a-had-a-slammed-a-the-a-hot-a-dagger-a-onto-a-his-a-face. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    His-a-screams-a-had-a-mixed-a-with-a-her-a-laughter. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Braydor-a-breathed-a-in-a-quickly-a-as-a-if-a-he-a-was-a-trying-a-to-a-remember-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-warning-a-hanging-a-over-a-his-a-head. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-thought-a-you-a-were-a-so-a-clever."-a-He-a-said-a-whispering,-a-the-a-smell-a-of-a-wine-a-on-a-his-a-tongue. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-pulled-a-on-a-the-a-chains-a-to-a-lift-a-some-a-of-a-her-a-weight-a-off-a-her-a-arms,-a-"I-a-am-a-clever-a-Braydor.-a-Far-a-too-a-clever-a-for-a-you,-a-in-a-fact." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-leaned-a-in-a-close,-a-"Obviously-a-not,-a-you-a-bitch,-a-because-a-here-a-you-a-are—strung-a-up,-a-being-a-whored-a-out-a-to-a-anyone-a-the-a-Warlord-a-feels-a-like." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-did-a-not-a-let-a-that-a-rankle-a-her,-a-"And-a-you-a-are-a-just-a-about-a-anyone." 
 
      
 
    Braydor's-a-hands-a-latched-a-onto-a-her-a-breast,-a-kneading-a-her-a-roughly,-a-"but-a-that-a-doesn't-a-matter-a-anymore.-a-Because-a-you're-a-more-a-of-a-no-a-one-a-than-a-I-a-am." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Get-a-your-a-hands-a-off-a-me."-a-She-a-seethed-a-and-a-tried-a-to-a-lean-a-away-a-from-a-his-a-callused-a-thumbs-a-run-a-over-a-her-a-nipples. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Braydor-a-smiled-a-again,-a-"How-a-do-a-you-a-feel-a-now?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    His-a-dirt-stained-a-hands-a-squeezed-a-her-a-flesh-a-tightly,-a-pinching-a-her-a-skin-a-along-a-the-a-way. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-ignored-a-his-a-taunts,-a-concentrating-a-anywhere-a-else-a-besides-a-where-a-his-a-hands-a-were-a-touching-a-her.-a-The-a-Warlord's-a-presence-a-hung-a-over-a-her-a-like-a-an-a-axe.-a-It-a-was-a-easy-a-for-a-her-a-to-a-think-a-that-a-Braydor-a-about-a-to-a-force-a-himself-a-on-a-her-a-was-a-the-a-worst-a-part-a-but-a-it-a-was-a-not. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-know-a-I-a-feel?"-a-he-a-persisted,-a-set-a-on-a-trying-a-to-a-get-a-into-a-her-a-head. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Alright,-a-Braydor,-a-you-a-have-a-my-a-attention."-a-She-a-said-a-like-a-a-a-mother-a-chiding-a-a-a-stupid-a-child.-a-Braydor's-a-hand-a-snaked-a-down-a-and-a-cupped-a-her-a-pussy-a-painfully,-a-that-a-brute-a-anger-a-coming-a-back-a-full-force,-a-"Don't-a-mock-a-me!" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-had-a-enough.-a-She-a-drew-a-back-a-her-a-leg-a-and-a-focusing-a-her-a-energy-a-through-a-her-a-shin--a-kicked-a-forward-a-connecting-a-with-a-him.-a-He-a-stumbled-a-back-a-clutching-a-his-a-stomach,-a-taking-a-in-a-deep-a-breaths.-a-When-a-he-a-looked-a-back-a-at-a-her,-a-she-a-knew-a-he-a-was-a-at-a-the-a-end-a-of-a-whatever-a-volume-a-of-a-patience-a-he-a-had. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-straightened-a-himself-a-in-a-the-a-heavy-a-silence,-a-walked-a-out-a-of-a-her-a-line-a-of-a-sight,-a-and-a-after-a-a-a-series-a-of-a-clicks,-a-the-a-hook's-a-curve-a-straightened-a-with-a-relief-a-from-a-Siyura's-a-weight. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-barely-a-had-a-time-a-to-a-fall-a-to-a-the-a-floor,-a-before-a-Braydor-a-had-a-the-a-chain-a-connecting-a-her-a-hands-a-in-a-his-a-fist.-a-With-a-a-a-hard-a-jerk,-a-he-a-pulled-a-her-a-towards-a-the-a-disgusting-a-platform. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-are-a-such-a-a-a-coward!"-a-she-a-screamed-a-as-a-he-a-yanked-a-her-a-around-a-so-a-he-a-was-a-behind-a-her,-a-his-a-arms-a-wrapping-a-around-a-her-a-arms,-a-trying-a-to-a-control-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "It-a-doesn't-a-matter,"-a-he-a-grunted,-a-holding-a-her-a-down-a-painfully,-a-"it-a-doesn't-a-matter." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-pulled-a-her-a-arms-a-forward-a-to-a-tuck-a-the-a-chain-a-into-a-the-a-rusted-a-hook-a-that-a-was-a-embedded-a-on-a-the-a-slab.-a-His-a-hands-a-slid-a-from-a-her-a-wrist,-a-over-a-her-a-arms,-a-the-a-thin-a-skin-a-over-a-her-a-shoulder-a-blades.-a-It-a-was-a-oddly-a-intimate. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You're-a-the-a-bane-a-of-a-my-a-existence."-a-He-a-said-a-flatly,-a-running-a-a-a-finger-a-over-a-her-a-spine. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-blew-a-her-a-hair-a-out-a-of-a-her-a-face,-a-"That's-a-a-a-big-a-word-a-for-a-you."-a-She-a-said-a-even-a-though-a-she-a-knew-a-she-a-was-a-completely-a-powerless-a-in-a-this-a-situation.-a-She-a-could-a-not-a-bring-a-herself-a-to-a-be-a-smart-a-or-a-lay-a-low...or-a-be-a-submissive. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-felt-a-a-a-sharp-a-slap-a-on-a-her-a-ass-a-and-a-expected-a-more-a-irrational-a-temper-a-from-a-him-a-but-a-instead-a-she-a-heard-a-him-a-laugh. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-know.-a-I-a-was-a-hoping-a-to-a-see-a-your-a-head-a-sitting-a-on-a-a-a-spike-a-in-a-front-a-of-a-Sytadel.-a-This-a-I-a-like-a-better."-a-He-a-slapped-a-her-a-ass-a-again-a-in-a-the-a-same-a-spot-a-and-a-she-a-arched-a-her-a-back-a-against-a-the-a-dull-a-pain. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Do-a-you-a-remember,"-a-he-a-asked-a-in-a-her-a-ear,-a-"when-a-we-a-fought-a-in-a-the-a-Samarian-a-valley?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-remembered-a-that-a-battle-a-because-a-she-a-had-a-almost-a-lost.-a-Braydor-a-had-a-showed-a-a-a-sliver-a-of-a-military-a-prowess-a-that-a-had-a-explained-a-why-a-the-a-Warlord-a-kept-a-him-a-on-a-hand.-a-He-a-had-a-still-a-been-a-bitchy-a-about-a-the-a-scar-a-she-a-had-a-put-a-on-a-his-a-face.-a-That-a-bitterness-a-had-a-given-a-him-a-an-a-extra-a-push-a-he-a-needed-a-to-a-try-a-to-a-subdue-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Another-a-blow-a-landed-a-on-a-her-a-ass-a-and-a-she-a-pressed-a-her-a-face-a-harder-a-against-a-the-a-wood-a-under-a-cheek-a-to-a-keep-a-from-a-reacting. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Well-a-do-a-you?"-a-he-a-insisted-a-again. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "How-a-can-a-I-a-forget?"-a-she-a-said-a-just-a-to-a-placate-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-felt-a-the-a-heat-a-of-a-him-a-on-a-her-a-back-a-as-a-he-a-leaned-a-closer,-a-"I-a-would-a-have-a-had-a-you.-a-But-a-what-a-I-a-remember-a-better?-a-Is-a-you-a-letting-a-me-a-play-a-with-a-that-a-cunt-a-of-a-yours.-a-Do-a-you-a-remember?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "No!"-a-she-a-hissed-a-but-a-even-a-as-a-she-a-said-a-it,-a-the-a-lie-a-bounced-a-off-a-the-a-walls-a-of-a-the-a-room. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "How-a-could-a-you-a-not-a-remember?"-a-he-a-said-a-his-a-fingers-a-sliding-a-between-a-the-a-folds-a-of-a-her-a-sex. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Oh,-a-that-a-fumbling-a-around-a-you-a-did?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    His-a-finger-a-pinched-a-her-a-clit-a-causing-a-an-a-unwelcomed-a-pitch-a-in-a-her-a-belly. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Don't-a-think,"-a-He-a-said-a-his-a-lips-a-back-a-at-a-her-a-ear,-a-"I-a-forgot-a-how-a-wet-a-your-a-cunt-a-got." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You've-a-clearly-a-never-a-been-a-with-a-a-a-woman."-a-She-a-mocked,-a-her-a-steel-a-determination-a-to-a-not-a-let-a-what-a-was-a-about-a-to-a-happen-a-bother-a-her.-a-This-a-was-a-not-a-the-a-first-a-time-a-she-a-had-a-been-a-on-a-the-a-receiving-a-end-a-of-a-Braydor's-a-simple-a-infatuation. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    However,-a-this-a-would-a-be-a-the-a-first-a-time-a-that-a-she-a-would-a-actually-a-have-a-to-a-endure-a-his-a-rutting. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    His-a-other-a-hand-a-went-a-between-a-the-a-cheeks-a-of-a-her-a-ass.-a-She-a-felt-a-his-a-thumb-a-circling-a-the-a-rim-a-of-a-her-a-and-a-she-a-couldn't-a-help-a-but-a-try-a-to-a-wriggle-a-away-a-from-a-the-a-invasion. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I'm-a-going-a-to-a-enjoy-a-fucking-a-you,"-a-Braydor-a-murmured-a-nastily,-a-"I'll-a-even-a-give-a-you-a-a-a-choice.-a-I'm-a-either-a-going-a-to-a-take-a-your-a-cunt-a-or-a-this-a-beautiful-a-ass-a-of-a-yours." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-felt-a-another-a-swift-a-bout-a-of-a-anger-a-take-a-a-a-hold-a-of-a-her.-a-She-a-had-a-used-a-her-a-body-a-more-a-than-a-once-a-to-a-get-a-what-a-she-a-wanted.-a-She-a-had-a-seduced-a-all-a-ranks-a-of-a-military-a-men-a-to-a-ensure-a-her-a-victories-a-on-a-the-a-battlefield-a-just-a-as-a-easily-a-as-a-she-a-had-a-wielded-a-her-a-blades. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-could-a-do-a-this.-a-She-a-could.-a-At-a-least-a-Braydor-a-had-a-given-a-her-a-a-a-slight-a-advantage. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Her-a-quiet-a-reverie-a-had-a-translated-a-into-a-silent-a-rebellion-a-for-a-Braydor.-a-She-a-felt-a-him-a-push-a-even-a-further-a-into-a-her-a-ass-a-and-a-the-a-burning-a-sensation-a-brought-a-in-a-a-a-low-a-underbelly-a-of-a-heat. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-had-a-not-a-been-a-shy-a-with-a-her-a-desires-a-of-a-the-a-flesh.-a-She-a-had-a-seen-a-what-a-she-a-had-a-wanted-a-and-a-she-a-had-a-taken-a-it.-a-She-a-knew-a-that-a-the-a-way-a-she-a-derived-a-pleasure-a-was-a-something-a-secretly-a-locked-a-away-a-in-a-the-a-minds-a-of-a-aristocrat-a-ladies.-a-In-a-the-a-mentally-a-coddled,-a-the-a-thought-a-of-a-taking-a-instead-a-of-a-receiving-a-probably-a-never-a-even-a-enter-a-their-a-dainty-a-minds.-a-The-a-fact-a-that-a-women-a-were-a-sexual-a-demanding-a-beings-a-was-a-a-a-threatening-a-myth;-a-not-a-one-a-she-a-would-a-ever-a-allow-a-herself-a-to-a-participate-a-in. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Being-a-on-a-the-a-receiving-a-end-a-of-a-that-a-brute-a-desire-a-was-a-unnerving;-a-because-a-it-a-was-a-not-a-just-a-desire—this-a-was-a-stemmed-a-in-a-revenge.-a-This-a-was-a-what-a-most-a-women-a-feared:-a-being-a-subjected-a-to-a-the-a-rutting-a-agendas-a-of-a-the-a-men-a-around-a-them. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-was-a-not-a-concerned-a-about-a-Braydor's-a-revenge.-a-It-a-was-a-miniscule-a-piece-a-of-a-the-a-evolving-a-thought-a-process-a-of-a-the-a-Warlord. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    That-a-was-a-what-a-she-a-needed-a-to-a-concern-a-herself-a-with. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Braydor's-a-hand-a-tightened-a-on-a-her-a-hair-a-as-a-he-a-lifted-a-her-a-up-a-and-a-slammed-a-her-a-back-a-down-a-onto-a-the-a-wooden-a-slab,-a-"Pay-a-attention,"-a-he-a-hissed,-a-"I-a-asked-a-you-a-a-a-question.-a-I-a-don't-a-give-a-a-a-fuck-a-if-a-the-a-Warlord-a-took-a-charge-a-of-a-you.-a-Right-a-now,-a-you're-a-mine-a-and-a-if-a-I-a-ask-a-you-a-something,-a-you-a-better-a-fucking-a-answer-a-me." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-wanted-a-to-a-roll-a-her-a-eyes-a-at-a-his-a-theatrics-a-but-a-she-a-wasn't-a-going-a-to-a-pretend-a-like-a-she-a-had-a-the-a-upper-a-hand.-a-Either-a-way-a-she-a-was-a-not-a-going-a-to-a-make-a-it-a-out-a-of-a-this-a-fortress-a-without-a-being-a-violated. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "My-a-cunt."-a-She-a-mumbled. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "What-a-was-a-that?-a-I-a-didn't-a-quite-a-hear-a-you?"-a-he-a-mocked-a-evidently-a-enjoying-a-himself. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Fuck-a-you,-a-Braydor—" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Say.-a-It.-a-Louder."-a-He-a-said-a-slapping-a-her-a-ass-a-with-a-each-a-word. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "My-a-cunt,-a-you-a-bastard!"-a-She-a-relented,-a-ready-a-to-a-have-a-this-a-whole-a-ordeal-a-over. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-could-a-do-a-this.-a-She-a-could-a-use-a-her-a-body-a-as-a-a-a-weapon—as-a-a-a-way-a-out.-a-This-a-would-a-be-a-easy-a-to-a-disconnect-a-from.-a-She-a-would-a-tell-a-herself-a-that—over-a-and-a-over-a-if-a-necessary. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Braydor-a-laughed-a-again,-a-"That's-a-what-a-I-a-thought."-a-His-a-fingers-a-were-a-spreading-a-her-a-juices-a-around—the-a-edge-a-of-a-shame-a-trying-a-to-a-take-a-over-a-her-a-consciousness. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Survival,-a-she-a-said-a-in-a-her-a-mind,-a-this-a-was-a-all-a-for-a-survival.-a-It-a-did-a-not-a-matter-a-how-a-her-a-body-a-reacted.-a-This-a-was-a-not-a-going-a-to-a-stain-a-her-a-soul-a-or-a-make-a-her-a-doubt-a-who-a-she-a-was.-a-This-a-was-a-survival. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-heard-a-the-a-quiet-a-shoving-a-of-a-clothing-a-as-a-Braydor-a-prepared-a-to-a-enter-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-reminded-a-her-a-of-a-the-a-sloppy-a-coupling-a-that-a-she-a-had-a-engaged-a-in-a-her-a-youth.-a-Clashing-a-of-a-uncoordinated-a-bodies,-a-the-a-unmasking-a-of-a-preconceived-a-notions,-a-the-a-selfishness-a-of-a-gaining-a-what-a-one's-a-own-a-pleasure-a-dictated. 
 
      
 
   
  
 

   
 
      
 
    She-a-felt-a-the-a-blunt-a-head-a-of-a-Braydor's-a-cock-a-at-a-the-a-entrance-a-of-a-her-a-and-a-was-a-amused.-a-He-a-was-a-certainly-a-endowed-a-but-a-it-a-was-a-not-a-something-a-that-a-the-a-average-a-male-a-could-a-not-a-boast-a-about. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I'm-a-going-a-to-a-make-a-you-a-beg-a-for-a-mercy."-a-He-a-grunted-a-running-a-his-a-cock-a-along-a-the-a-slick-a-expanse-a-of-a-her-a-pussy. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-highly-a-doubted-a-it.-a-She-a-may-a-be-a-tied-a-down-a-at-a-his-a-whim-a-but-a-him-a-fucking-a-her-a-would-a-be-a-footnote-a-in-a-whatever-a-story-a-she-a-was-a-intended-a-to-a-play.-a-A-a-simple-a-scene-a-to-a-get-a-past,-a-an-a-annoyance—a-a-trivial-a-thought. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Nothing-a-she-a-couldn't-a-handle,-a-but-a-would-a-have-a-to-a-pretend-a-otherwise. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Beg-a-me,-a-you-a-bitch."-a-He-a-grunted—threatening-a-to-a-shove-a-right-a-into-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-rolled-a-her-a-eyes.-a-She-a-elicited-a-begs.-a-Using-a-the-a-coolness-a-around-a-her—she-a-once-a-again-a-tried-a-to-a-bring-a-all-a-semblance-a-of-a-calmness-a-to-a-her-a-thoughts. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Please,"-a-she-a-begged,-a-using-a-an-a-insincere-a-tone.-a-She-a-pushed-a-her-a-hips-a-back-a-so-a-the-a-head-a-of-a-his-a-cock-a-stretched-a-her-a-with-a-a-a-teasing-a-promise. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Braydor-a-let-a-her-a-sighs-a-of-a-surrender-a-pull-a-him-a-under—like-a-a-a-promise-a-of-a-eternal-a-power-a-brought-a-about-a-by-a-the-a-Gods.-a-It-a-was-a-too-a-much:-a-too-a-envisioned,-a-to-a-sought-a-after,-a-too-a-dreamed-a-about.-a-Dreams-a-were-a-dangerous. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Dreams-a-always-a-were-a-selfish. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Braydor-a-was-a-no-a-different,-a-thought-a-Siyura-a-as-a-she-a-felt-a-a-a-rush-a-of-a-wetness-a-in-a-her-a-pussy—preparing-a-her-a-for-a-the-a-sure-a-invasion-a-poised-a-to-a-try-a-and-a-dominate-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Braydor-a-licked-a-the-a-back-a-of-a-her-a-neck,.Then-a-with-a-one-a-precise-a-shove-a-that-a-surprised-a-her-a-and-a-himself,-a-he-a-borrowed-a-to-a-the-a-core-a-of-a-her.-a-She-a-was-a-equally-a-surprised-a-when-a-she-a-met-a-his-a-thrust-a-to-a-the-a-core-a-of-a-her.-a-She-a-could-a-not-a-stop-a-the-a-low-a-simmering-a-heat-a-that-a-made-a-her-a-pussy-a-swell-a-with-a-the-a-possibility-a-of-a-creation. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-heard-a-Braydor-a-moan—his-a-words-a-coming-a-out-a-low-a-and-a-hidden. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-seemed-a-to-a-pause,-a-as-a-if-a-he-a-needed-a-to-a-gather-a-himself.-a-He-a-pulled-a-out—and-a-Siyura-a-resented-a-the-a-low-a-drag-a-of-a-his-a-cock-a-against-a-the-a-slick-a-insides-a-of-a-her.-a-She-a-resented-a-this-a-moron,-a-did-a-not-a-think-a-much-a-of-a-him—but-a-still-a-she-a-shuddered-a-as-a-he-a-pulled-a-his-a-cock-a-out-a-of-a-her-a-and-a-then-a-buried-a-himself-a-back-a-inside-a-on-a-smooth-a-thrust. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-do-a-want-a-me,-a-don't-a-you?-a-You-a-fucking-a-Terithian-a-scum-a-will-a-take-a-any-a-cock-a-you-a-can-a-get.-a-Fucking-a-dogs-a-the-a-lot-a-of-a-you."-a-He-a-bitched-a-as-a-he-a-positioned-a-himself-a-at-a-her-a-entrance,-a-ready-a-to-a-try-a-to-a-dominate-a-her-a-again. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-heard-a-the-a-low-a-note-a-of-a-desire-a-pitch-a-his-a-voice-a-and-a-she-a-knew-a-that-a-as-a-she-a-pushed-a-herself-a-back,-a-her-a-back-a-arching,-a-her-a-cheeks-a-spreading,-a-that-a-he-a-wouldn't-a-be-a-able-a-to-a-help-a-himself. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "No,-a-you-a-admit-a-it-a-Braydor,"-a-she-a-said,-a-voice-a-harsh,-a-"you-a-wanted-a-to-a-fuck-a-me.-a-How-a-many-a-nights-a-have-a-you-a-envisioned-a-me-a-coming-a-under-a-you?-a-How-a-many-a-times-a-have-a-you-a-wanted-a-my-a-pussy-a-around-a-your-a-cock? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-heard-a-him-a-blow-a-out-a-a-a-hard-a-breath-a-behind-a-her,-a-his-a-thrusting-a-becoming-a-faster-a-as-a-he-a-lost-a-control-a-of-a-himself. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    **** 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Her-a-words,-a-even-a-as-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-reassurance-a-of-a-her-a-bondage-a-hung-a-in-a-the-a-air,-a-scared-a-him.-a-He-a-knew-a-the-a-possibilities-a-of-a-her-a-rage-a-and-a-had-a-no-a-wish-a-to-a-make-a-himself-a-a-a-target.-a-It-a-was-a-ridiculous-a-to-a-still-a-be-a-apprehensive-a-of-a-the-a-witch-a-even-a-with-a-her-a-tied-a-down.-a-There-a-had-a-been-a-plenty-a-of-a-times-a-that-a-he-a-had-a-been-a-confident-a-she-a-was-a-subdued-a-but-a-she-a-always-a-managed-a-to-a-get-a-away.-a-Usually,-a-leaving-a-him-a-injured. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-shook-a-himself.-a-She-a-was-a-no-a-longer-a-his-a-problem,-a-but-a-the-a-Warlord's. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    And-a-the-a-Warlord-a-was-a-infallible. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    With-a-that-a-thought-a-her-a-pushed-a-back-a-inside-a-of-a-Siyura—the-a-heat-a-of-a-her-a-cunt-a-mimicking-a-her-a-indignation.-a-She-a-knew-a-it-a-was-a-coming-a-either-a-way—her-a-pussy-a-overflowing,-a-allowing-a-him-a-to-a-do-a-whatever-a-he-a-wanted. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    And-a-Gods,-a-did-a-he. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    When-a-the-a-first-a-thrust-a-buried-a-him-a-into-a-the-a-hilt-a-of-a-her,-a-he-a-had-a-thought-a-he-a-had-a-lost-a-his-a-senses—when-a-the-a-second-a-thrust-a-came—he-a-thought-a-maybe-a-she-a-had-a-sucked-a-the-a-soul-a-out-a-of-a-him—so-a-much-a-he-a-couldn't-a-control-a-himself. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Over-a-and-a-over,-a-he-a-pushed-a-into-a-her,-a-his-a-drawn-a-up-a-sack-a-slapping-a-against-a-her-a-the-a-raw-a-skin-a-of-a-her-a-delightfully-a-pink-a-pussy-the-a-sound-a-marking-a-a-a-territorial-a-pull-a-he-a-felt.-a-He-a-hated-a-this-a-bitch,-a-so-a-much-a-it-a-shook-a-him-a-at-a-night-a-when-a-flashbacks-a-of-a-the-a-war-a-would-a-not-a-let-a-him-a-sleep. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-was-a-not-a-fair-a-that-a-the-a-Warlord-a-got-a-her.-a-The-a-Warlord-a-had-a-not-a-fought-a-her,-a-had-a-not-a-seen-a-her-a-fierceness-a-on-a-a-a-battlefield.-a-If-a-anyone-a-got-a-to-a-take-a-control-a-of-a-her,-a-it-a-should-a-have-a-been-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-should-a-have-a-been-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    ***** 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-had-a-to-a-relax-a-her-a-body-a-as-a-best-a-she-a-could-a-as-a-the-a-edges-a-of-a-Braydor's-a-cock-a-pulled-a-her-a-back-a-then-a-forward-a-in-a-his-a-own-a-fantasy.-a-If-a-she-a-didn't-a-relax-a-than-a-the-a-bite-a-of-a-the-a-cuffs-a-sent-a-a-a-searing-a-pain-a-that-a-threatened-a-to-a-tear-a-her-a-skin. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Even-a-if-a-Braydor-a-was-a-an-a-idiot,-a-he-a-had-a-the-a-ability-a-to-a-make-a-her-a-react.-a-She-a-was-a-sure-a-she-a-would-a-regret-a-moving-a-to-a-the-a-rhythms-a-of-a-him.-a-His-a-cock-a-thrust-a-past-a-their-a-battles-a-of-a-supremacy-a-and-a-threatened-a-to-a-make-a-her-a-pussy-a-try-a-and-a-milk-a-his-a-cum-a-for-a-her-a-own-a-personal-a-use.-a-She-a-would-a-suck-a-from-a-him-a-what-a-he-a-had-a-intended-a-to-a-plant-a-into-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Except,-a-he-a-was-a-not-a-what-a-her-a-womb-a-wanted.-a-Instead,-a-as-a-his-a-cock-a-swiftly-a-pulled-a-in-a-and-a-out-a-of-a-her—she-a-couldn't-a-help-a-but-a-imagine-a-gray-a-eyes-a-so-a-cold-a-and-a-methodic.-a-With-a-the-a-cunning-a-and-a-practice-a-to-a-completely-a-disarm-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    With-a-a-a-savage-a-thrust,-a-she-a-felt-a-Braydor-a-attempt-a-to-a-disgruntle-a-her-a-and-a-she-a-raised-a-her-a-ass-a-trying-a-to-a-capture-a-the-a-eroticism-a-brought-a-on-a-about-a-a-a-deep-rooted-a-desire. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-felt-a-herself-a-peak-a-for-a-a-a-moment.-a-She-a-could-a-not-a-help-a-but-a-get-a-lost-a-in-a-her-a-own-a-lost-a-desires.-a-Even-a-if-a-it-a-was-a-Braydor-a-the-a-Idiot-a-making-a-her-a-pussy-a-shudder-a-in-a-pleasure,-a-survival,-a-and-a-sickness. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Fuck,"-a-she-a-breathed-a-as-a-the-a-rippling-a-waves-a-of-a-pressure-a-gripped-a-at-a-Braydor's-a-cock-a-that-a-left-a-low-a-delicious-a-cramps-a-of-a-pulsing,-a-despite-a-the-a-horribleness-a-of-a-who-a-was-a-buried-a-inside-a-of-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Even-a-with-a-the-a-slight-a-chain-a-rippling-a-with-a-each-a-savage-a-thrust-a-—Siyura's-a-pussy-a-rippled-a-and-a-clenched-a-with-a-underhanded-a-desire-a-she-a-would-a-never...never-a-let-a-into-a-the-a-light.-a-That-a-would-a-mean-a-even-a-she-a-relished-a-in-a-degradation-a-and-a-that...-a-was-a-cruel. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    When-a-she-a-came—juices-a-rushed-a-out-a-of-a-her,-a-coating-a-Braydor.-a-She-a-could-a-hear-a-him-a-grunting-a-and-a-whispering-a-to-a-himself-a-over-a-her,-a-his-a-hands-a-gripped-a-onto-a-her-a-hips. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    His-a-rhythm-a-was-a-becoming-a-shorter-a-and-a-sloppier,-a-"I-a-deserve-a-this,"-a-he-a-gritted,-a-"I-a-deserve-a-you." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-felt-a-his-a-cock-a-jerk-a-and-a-felt-a-his-a-seed-a-spurting-a-inside-a-of-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-came-a-again,-a-a-a-quick,-a-harsh-a-orgasm-a-rushing-a-into-a-her-a-body. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-pushed-a-her-a-face-a-into-a-the-a-wood—a-a-wave-a-of-a-emotions-a-weighing-a-her-a-down. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-knew-a-it,"-a-murmured-a-Braydor-a-humping-a-her,-a-his-a-hips-a-lax-a-now. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-didn't-a-answer. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-knew-a-it."-a-he-a-choked-a-as-a-if-a-his-a-throat-a-was-a-clawing-a-with-a-his-a-own-a-delusions. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    A-a-mix-a-of-a-his-a-cum-a-and-a-her-a-orgasm-a-ran-a-out-a-of-a-her-a-and-a-down-a-her-a-legs. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-prayed-a-the-a-Warlord-a-would-a-depose-a-of-a-him-a-or-a-let-a-her-a-do-a-it. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Because-a-she-a-knew,-a-as-a-the-a-sensitive-a-exposed-a-silk-a-of-a-her-a-sex,-a-accepted-a-the-a-bottomed-out-a-of-a-lust-a-of-a-her-a-tormentor,-a-that-a-this-a-whole-a-thing-a-was-a-a-a-show-a-and-a-she-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-be-a-the-a-main-a-role. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Goddess,-a-she-a-thought,-a-would-a-she-a-remain-a-intact? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    If-a-she-a-splintered-a-under-a-a-a-tool-a-of-a-her-a-tormentor...how-a-would-a-she-a-fair-a-under-a-him? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    ****** 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon-a-had-a-not-a-been-a-able-a-to,-a-with-a-a-a-clean-a-coconscious,-a-go-a-to-a-sleep.-a-He-a-was-a-being-a-a-a-bastard. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-was-a-making-a-mistakes-a-that-a-everyone-a-would-a-pay-a-for-a-if-a-he-a-did-a-not-a-get-a-himself-a-under-a-control.-a-It-a-was-a-hard-a-when-a-he-a-could-a-not-a-stop-a-being-a-pulled-a-in-a-by-a-Siyura.-a-She-a-was-a-not-a-his-a-to-a-be-a-intrigued-a-with.-a-He-a-had-a-known-a-that-a-the-a-moment-a-the-a-Warlord-a-dispatched-a-him-a-to-a-bring-a-her-a-back-a-for-a-execution. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Now,-a-she-a-was-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-and-a-Cadeon-a-was-a-not-a-certain-a-if-a-his-a-lord-a-was-a-more-a-interested-a-in-a-killing-a-her-a-or-a-using-a-her-a-for-a-whatever-a-purpose-a-he-a-thought-a-of.-a-The-a-Warlord-a-for-a-all-a-his-a-surreal-a-ability-a-to-a-control-a-everything-a-around-a-him,-a-could-a-be-a-unpredictable.-a-The-a-terrifying-a-issue-a-was-a-it-a-was-a-hard-a-to-a-track-a-what-a-could-a-set-a-him-a-off.-a-It-a-struck-a-them-a-all-a-like-a-a-a-storm-a-that-a-could-a-leave-a-awe-a-or-a-devastation-a-in-a-its-a-wake. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    But-a-Cadeon-a-knew-a-he-a-wasn't-a-going-a-to-a-kill-a-Siyura-a-anytime-a-soon-a-but-a-he-a-didn't-a-think-a-that-a-was-a-a-a-blessing. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon-a-put-a-his-a-arm-a-over-a-his-a-eyes-a-willing-a-himself-a-to-a-stop-a-worrying-a-about-a-something-a-that-a-had-a-nothing-a-to-a-do-a-with-a-him.-a-Every-a-time-a-he-a-tried,-a-all-a-he-a-could-a-see-a-was-a-Siyura,-a-standing-a-over-a-Grimier,-a-her-a-golden-brown-a-skin-a-slick-a-and-a-luminous-a-with-a-his-a-blood.-a-She-a-had-a-been-a-so-a-quick-a-and-a-brutal-a-with-a-his-a-execution-a-that-a-it-a-had-a-surprised-a-them-a-all,-a-except,-a-of-a-course,-a-the-a-Warlord-a-who-a-probably-a-had-a-arranged-a-for-a-the-a-whole-a-thing-a-to-a-happen. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon-a-knew-a-he-a-was-a-not-a-going-a-to-a-let-a-Grimier-a-live-a-but-a-he-a-didn't-a-think-a-that-a-he-a-would-a-use-a-her-a-to-a-do-a-his-a-bidding.-a-He-a-should-a-have.-a-It-a-achieved-a-two-a-purposes:-a-killing-a-that-a-bastard-a-and-a-punishing-a-Siyura. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-shivered-a-even-a-though-a-his-a-window-a-allowed-a-a-a-warm-a-draft-a-into-a-his-a-room.-a-He-a-knew-a-firsthand-a-what-a-types-a-of-a-punishments-a-the-a-Warlord-a-could-a-mete-a-out-a-to-a-those-a-who-a-thought-a-his-a-cruelness-a-was-a-a-a-myth.-a-Siyura-a-hadn't-a-particularly-a-been-a-concerned-a-about-a-him-a-hunting-a-for-a-her,-a-she-a-had-a-been-a-single-a-minded-a-on-a-trying-a-to-a-save-a-her-a-homeland. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Now,-a-she-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-be-a-blindsided-a-and-a-if-a-she-a-didn't-a-control-a-her-a-arrogance-a-it-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-a-a-vicious-a-lesson. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-had-a-been-a-tempted-a-to-a-hide-a-her-a-but-a-the-a-Warlord-a-was-a-not-a-going-a-to-a-tolerate-a-him-a-interfering-a-for-a-very-a-much-a-longer.-a-So-a-he-a-let-a-whatever-a-happen-a-tonight,-a-happen. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    No-a-matter-a-if-a-it-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-leave-a-a-a-blackened-a-part-a-on-a-his-a-already-a-tattered-a-soul. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon-a-had-a-managed-a-to-a-build-a-a-a-wall-a-around-a-his-a-thoughts-a-and-a-find-a-some-a-type-a-of-a-sleep.-a-His-a-consciousness-a-bled-a-into-a-a-a-scene-a-of-a-fire,-a-and-a-blood,-a-and-a-yellow-a-eyes-a-that-a-watched-a-him-a-from-a-above. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-was-a-pulled-a-from-a-the-a-unstable-a-episode-a-by-a-a-a-warm-a-hand-a-gripping-a-his-a-shoulder. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-was-a-the-a-Warlord,-a-his-a-presence-a-unnerving-a-even-a-though-a-Cadeon-a-had-a-long-a-ago-a-won-a-his-a-position-a-at-a-his-a-side. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Get-a-up."-a-He-a-said-a-turning-a-on-a-his-a-heel-a-not-a-waiting-a-to-a-see-a-if-a-Cadeon-a-did-a-as-a-he-a-asked.-a-He-a-always-a-did-a-what-a-was-a-told-a-to-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon-a-slid-a-out-a-of-a-bed-a-and-a-barely-a-slung-a-on-a-his-a-pants-a-as-a-he-a-walked-a-out-a-of-a-his-a-room-a-and-a-into-a-the-a-corridor-a-of-a-one-a-of-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-study's.-a-He-a-had-a-several—one-a-situated-a-in-a-each-a-wing-a-of-a-the-a-fortress.-a-Depending-a-on-a-how-a-he-a-was-a-feeling-a-or-a-who-a-the-a-person-a-was,-a-determined-a-where-a-he-a-received-a-them. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-formal-a-room-a-off-a-the-a-main-a-hall-a-was-a-the-a-biggest-a-and-a-was-a-where-a-he-a-met-a-with-a-officials-a-or-a-sometimes-a-common-a-complaints-a-from-a-his-a-citizens.-a-The-a-red-a-study-a-was-a-for-a-debauched-a-entertaining—when-a-he-a-needed-a-a-a-less-a-formal-a-environment-a-to-a-get-a-what-a-he-a-wanted-a-either-a-out-a-of-a-other-a-aristocrats-a-or-a-the-a-Table.-a-Then-a-there-a-was-a-the-a-study-a-in-a-the-a-West-a-wing.-a-It-a-was-a-the-a-study-a-of-a-no-a-return.-a-The-a-people-a-brought-a-to-a-that-a-study-a-rarely-a-walked-a-back-a-out. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-study-a-he-a-brought-a-him-a-to-a-wasn't-a-for-a-show,-a-it-a-was-a-the-a-only-a-one-a-that-a-reflected-a-the-a-Warlord-a-as-a-himself-a-and-a-not-a-the-a-mask-a-he-a-puts-a-on-a-to-a-better-a-benefit-a-himself-a-in-a-a-a-certain-a-situation. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-half-a-expected-a-to-a-see-a-Siyura-a-strung-a-up-a-in-a-some-a-devious-a-position.-a-The-a-Warlord-a-had-a-a-a-deep-rooted-a-appreciation-a-for-a-erotic-a-art-a-and-a-using-a-his-a-slaves-a-to-a-do-a-it. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-fire-a-was-a-going,-a-which-a-meant-a-he-a-was-a-not-a-going-a-to-a-sleep-a-any-a-time-a-soon. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-left-a-the-a-hall-a-so-a-quickly,"-a-the-a-Warlord-a-said-a-leaning-a-on-a-the-a-edge-a-of-a-his-a-desk,-a-"Don't-a-tell-a-me-a-the-a-entertainment-a-wasn't-a-to-a-your-a-satisfaction." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon-a-sat-a-down-a-in-a-front-a-him-a-and-a-took-a-a-a-tired-a-breath,-a-"You-a-know-a-why-a-I-a-left."-a-He-a-said-a-mildly. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-narrowed-a-his-a-eyes-a-but-a-smirk-a-at-a-him,-a-"Yes,-a-I-a-do.-a-You've-a-taken-a-up-a-as-a-her-a-protector—you've-a-never-a-cared-a-before.-a-I-a-wonder-a-why-a-that-a-is?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon-a-knew-a-better-a-than-a-to-a-answer-a-that-a-question.-a-It-a-would-a-probably-a-be-a-in-a-his-a-best-a-interest-a-not-a-to-a-say-a-anything-a-that-a-involved-a-Siyura.-a-Not-a-that-a-he-a-could-a-lie-a-to-a-himself—he-a-had-a-a-a-theory-a-on-a-why. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Those-a-are-a-sentiments-a-that-a-were-a-dangerous-a-to-a-entertain. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord's-a-smirk-a-grew-a-into-a-a-a-sharp-a-smile,-a-"As-a-I-a-know-a-you-a-are-a-probably-a-curious,-a-she's-a-being-a-introduced-a-into-a-her-a-position.-a-I-a-thought-a-I'd-a-take-a-the-a-chance-a-to-a-remedy-a-my-a-lack-a-of-a-attention." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon-a-skin-a-took-a-on-a-a-a-shameful-a-flush,-a-a-a-familiar-a-feeling-a-spreading-a-in-a-his-a-chest,-a-a-a-mix-a-of-a-fear-a-and-a-arousal. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-were-a-the-a-one-a-who-a-sent-a-me-a-out-a-there."-a-Cadeon-a-said-a-in-a-mock-a-exaggeration. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-leaned-a-forward-a-resting-a-his-a-hands-a-on-a-the-a-armchairs,-a-coming-a-closer-a-to-a-Cadeon,-a-trapping-a-him-a-in. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-didn't-a-tell-a-you-a-to-a-become-a-infatuated-a-with-a-her.-a-You-a-saved-a-her.-a-Twice."-a-He-a-said,-a-still-a-smiling,-a-still-a-coming-a-closer.-a-The-a-smell-a-of-a-him-a-clouded-a-his-a-nose-a-and-a-made-a-his-a-cock-a-twitch. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-only-a-took-a-her-a-back-a-to-a-her-a-room,"-a-Cadeon-a-said,-a-"It-a-wouldn't-a-have-a-mattered."-a-It-a-wouldn't-a-have.-a-Siyura-a-was-a-already-a-anxious-a-because-a-the-a-Warlord-a-had-a-kept-a-her-a-at-a-an-a-arm's-a-length.-a-Where-a-she-a-went-a-after-a-murdering-a-Grimier-a-wouldn't-a-have-a-mattered. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-made-a-a-a-dismissive-a-noise,-a-clearly-a-not-a-wanting-a-to-a-discuss-a-Siyura,-a-at-a-least-a-with-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You're-a-interested-a-in-a-her.-a-That's-a-fine-a-but-a-you-a-are-a-not-a-going-a-to-a-undermine-a-me.-a-Do-a-you-a-understand?"-a-He-a-said-a-in-a-a-a-low-a-voice,-a-his-a-mouth-a-inches-a-from-a-Cadeon's. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "It-a-is,-a-sir." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Good,"-a-he-a-said,-a-his-a-mouth-a-slanting-a-over-a-Cadeon's,-a-the-a-pent-up-a-aggression-a-and-a-anger-a-making-a-him-a-completely-a-hard. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord's-a-hand-a-gripped-a-his-a-neck-a-and-a-he-a-forced-a-him-a-out-a-of-a-his-a-chair,-a-the-a-other-a-hand-a-cupping-a-him-a-between-a-his-a-legs. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-nipped-a-at-a-Cadeon's-a-lower-a-lip-a-and-a-against-a-his-a-mouth-a-he-a-said,-a-"I'm-a-going-a-to-a-have-a-to-a-punish-a-you,-a-unfortunately." 
 
      
 
    Cadeon-a-fought-a-from-a-pushing-a-his-a-erection-a-into-a-him,-a-if-a-he-a-was-a-too-a-eager—it-a-would-a-get-a-used-a-against-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Yes,-a-sir."-a-He-a-panted-a-in-a-between-a-the-a-slide-a-of-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-tongue-a-over-a-his. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    His-a-Lord-a-pulled-a-his-a-face-a-away...still-a-a-a-few-a-inches-a-taller-a-than-a-Cadeon.-a-His-a-hand-a-slid-a-over-a-the-a-dips-a-of-a-his-a-abs-a-and-a-slowly-a-pulled-a-apart-a-the-a-loose-a-top-a-of-a-his-a-pants.-a-Cadeon's-a-cock-a-sprung-a-forward-a-begging-a-for-a-attention-a-from-a-its-a-master. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-held-a-his-a-palm,-a-"Lick."-a-He-a-demanded-a-and-a-Cadeon-a-eagerly-a-lapped-a-at-a-his-a-palm.-a-The-a-Warlord-a-pulled-a-his-a-hand-a-away-a-and-a-wrapped-a-it-a-around-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-kissed-a-his-a-ear,-a-"I-a-don't-a-have-a-time-a-to-a-be-a-more-a-thorough-a-about-a-this,-a-but-a-for-a-now-a-this-a-will-a-do."-a-He-a-squeezed-a-a-a-little-a-harder-a-and-a-Cadeon-a-subtly-a-flexed-a-his-a-back-a-but-a-knew-a-better-a-than-a-to-a-squirm-a-too-a-much.-a-He-a-rested-a-his-a-face-a-on-a-the-a-crook-a-of-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-neck,-a-breathing-a-in-a-the-a-clean-a-scent-a-of-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon-a-felt-a-a-a-cool-a-ring-a-go-a-over-a-the-a-blunt-a-head-a-of-a-his-a-cock-a-and-a-the-a-Warlord-a-pushed-a-it-a-back-a-to-a-the-a-base-a-of-a-him.-a-The-a-ring-a-tightened-a-and-a-a-a-supernatural-a-heat-a-took-a-hold-a-of-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-was-a-a-a-Night-a-Fire-a-ring-a-that-a-was-a-used-a-by-a-many-a-slaveholders-a-to-a-control-a-more-a-aggressive-a-male-a-slaves.-a-It-a-was-a-used-a-to-a-control-a-them-a-by-a-eliciting-a-pain-a-or-a-withholding-a-and-a-promoting-a-pleasure.-a-It-a-could-a-only-a-be-a-taken-a-off-a-by-a-the-a-person-a-who-a-put-a-it-a-on.-a-It-a-was-a-torture.-a-The-a-Warlord-a-did-a-not-a-need-a-any-a-type-a-of-a-magical-a-device-a-to-a-control-a-him-a-or-a-any-a-other-a-slave. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon-a-hadn't-a-been-a-subjected-a-to-a-it-a-in-a-a-a-while-a-and-a-that-a-the-a-Warlord-a-chose-a-to-a-use-a-it-a-now-a-showed-a-how-a-angry-a-he-a-was-a-at-a-his-a-interference-a-with-a-Siyura.-a-This-a-ring-a-would-a-send-a-low-a-arousing-a-sensations-a-that-a-would-a-not-a-allow-a-him-a-any-a-type-a-of-a-relief.-a-It-a-would-a-be-a-a-a-slight-a-annoyance-a-at-a-first-a-and-a-then,-a-gradually,-a-it-a-would-a-drive-a-him-a-to-a-heights-a-of-a-maddening-a-arousal. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-had-a-it-a-on-a-for-a-four-a-days-a-before-a-and-a-he-a-had-a-ended-a-up-a-begging-a-at-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-feet-a-to-a-allow-a-him-a-to-a-put-a-him-a-out-a-of-a-his-a-misery. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-made-a-sure-a-it-a-was-a-snug-a-around-a-him,-a-pulled-a-his-a-pants-a-back-a-together,-a-and-a-kissed-a-the-a-hollow-a-at-a-his-a-throat. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-have-a-to-a-send-a-you-a-away-a-again,"-a-he-a-said-a-stepping-a-away-a-from-a-Cadeon,-a-"which-a-is-a-why-a-I'm-a-not-a-going-a-to-a-punish-a-you-a-in-a-the-a-way-a-you-a-deserve." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You're-a-sending-a-me-a-away-a-so-a-soon?"-a-He-a-asked-a-perplexed-a-and-a-slightly-a-annoyed. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-raised-a-his-a-eyebrow-a-not-a-missing-a-his-a-annoyance. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-waved-a-his-a-hand-a-to-a-an-a-opened-a-missive-a-on-a-his-a-desk.-a-It-a-had-a-a-a-vibrant,-a-broken-a-seal.-a-It-a-was-a-the-a-royal-a-seal. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Yes,-a-you-a-and-a-three-a-First-a-Ranks.-a-I've-a-gotten-a-the-a-location-a-of-a-Princess-a-Arelia." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Praise-a-Moira,-a-they-a-had-a-finally-a-found-a-her.-a-Even-a-with-a-Terithia-a-being-a-compromised,-a-they-a-still-a-needed-a-to-a-find-a-the-a-rightful-a-heir.-a-Cadeon-a-knew-a-she-a-was-a-a-a-young-a-thing-a-but-a-not-a-much-a-else.-a-He-a-also-a-knew-a-she-a-had-a-a-a-death-a-warrant-a-hanging-a-over-a-her-a-head. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Poor-a-Siyura.-a-She-a-had-a-worked-a-so-a-hard-a-to-a-protect-a-her-a-people-a-and-a-her-a-sister-a-and-a-she-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-lose-a-them-a-all. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Really?-a-How-a-in-a-the-a-fuck-a-did-a-you-a-manage-a-that?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    A-a-flash-a-of-a-distaste-a-lined-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-face,-a-"Tryxoth-a-found-a-her-a-by-a-means-a-of-a-fate.-a-It-a-seems-a-the-a-decision-a-to-a-allow-a-the-a-witch-a-to-a-live-a-was-a-in-a-my-a-best-a-interest.-a-She-a-hid-a-her-a-sister-a-very-a-well.-a-She's-a-near-a-the-a-abandoned-a-amethyst-a-mines-a-of-a-Pyrithia." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Those-a-mines-a-were-a-stripped-a-by-a-the-a-Tyrant-a-of-a-Ku-a-Alla—I-a-didn't-a-think-a-the-a-people-a-there-a-would-a-be-a-able-a-to-a-live-a-out-a-of-a-poverty?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-ran-a-his-a-fingers-a-through-a-his-a-dark-a-hair-a-in-a-a-a-boyish-a-motion-a-that-a-was-a-strange-a-on-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "They're-a-a-a-poor-a-lot.-a-Those-a-mines-a-were-a-the-a-financial-a-backbone-a-of-a-them.-a-Their-a-whole-a-society-a-is-a-devastated." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
   
  
 

 "So,-a-why-a-would-a-Siyura-a-put-a-her-a-there?-a-I'd-a-think-a-a-a-princess-a-would-a-be-a-a-a-novelty." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "The-a-town-a-is-a-easily-a-forgotten-a-and-a-she-a-must-a-have-a-given-a-her-a-a-a-stipend-a-to-a-live-a-on-a-because-a-all-a-of-a-her-a-wealth-a-has-a-vanished.-a-That-a-bastard-a-Grimier-a-had-a-worked-a-himself-a-into-a-a-a-fit-a-of-a-stupidity-a-because-a-she-a-had-a-drained-a-Arelia's-a-inheritance-a-before-a-they-a-could.-a-It-a-was-a-considerable-a-and-a-almost-a-cost-a-them-a-to-a-lose-a-to-a-the-a-Valiant-a-Allegiance." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Which-a-how-a-Haldane-a-had-a-been-a-able-a-to-a-further-a-entrap-a-Grimier-a-and-a-the-a-other-a-Advisor's. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Is-a-the-a-Chaotic-a-King-a-in-a-need-a-of-a-more-a-coin,-a-then?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Thankfully,-a-no,-a-but-a-I-a-am-a-interested-a-in-a-what-a-was-a-involved-a-in-a-that-a-inheritance.-a-I-a-don't-a-think-a-that-a-it-a-was-a-merely-a-gold-a-or-a-coin."-a-He-a-fell-a-quiet,-a-his-a-face-a-becoming-a-guarded-a-with-a-something. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-also-a-am-a-curious-a-about-a-the-a-witch's-a-origin's,"-a-he-a-became-a-sharp-a-again,-a-"her-a-mother,-a-if-a-my-a-intel-a-could-a-be-a-believed,-a-refuse-a-to-a-marry-a-Arelia's-a-father." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "A-a-woman-a-refusing-a-a-a-king?-a-Is-a-there-a-such-a-a-a-creature?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Apparently-a-so.-a-Regardless,-a-I'll-a-own-a-her-a-secrets-a-soon-a-enough.-a-In-a-the-a-meantime,-a-I-a-want-a-you-a-to-a-acquire-a-Arelia-a-and-a-return-a-her-a-to-a-me.-a-I'm-a-sure-a-Tryxoth-a-has-a-informed-a-Daendrin-a-and-a-I-a-don't-a-have-a-to-a-tell-a-you-a-that-a-he'll-a-send-a-a-a-party.-a-Get-a-there-a-before-a-he-a-does,-a-if-a-you-a-encounter-a-them-a-don't-a-kill-a-them." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon's-a-brows-a-popped-a-up,-a-"Not-a-kill-a-Daendrin's-a-men?-a-That's-a-not-a-a-a-phrase-a-I-a-thought-a-you'd-a-utter." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-cocked-a-his-a-head,-a-"I-a-didn't-a-say-a-you-a-couldn't-a-hurt-a-them,"-a-his-a-eyes-a-strayed-a-to-a-Cadeon's-a-cock,-a-"I'm-a-sure-a-you'll-a-need-a-some-a-release." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    ***** 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Braydor-a-had-a-left-a-her-a-chained-a-to-a-the-a-table. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "The-a-Warlord-a-didn't-a-say-a-I-a-couldn't-a-leave-a-you-a-as-a-I-a-found-a-you.-a-Hopefully,-a-I'll-a-see-a-you-a-soon,-a-bitch." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-had-a-stuffed-a-his-a-cock-a-back-a-in-a-his-a-pants-a-and-a-spat-a-onto-a-her-a-back-a-before-a-he-a-left-a-her-a-there. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-had-a-been-a-at-a-least-a-thirty-a-minutes-a-of-a-her-a-feeling-a-uncomfortable-a-from-a-being-a-bent-a-over.-a-Then-a-she-a-heard-a-a-a-thunder-a-of-a-boots-a-coming-a-down-a-the-a-hall-a-and-a-a-a-group-a-of-a-silent-a-men-a-came-a-in.-a-It-a-had-a-only-a-added-a-toward-a-her-a-humiliation...the-a-position-a-she-a-was-a-in-a-was-a-crude. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    They-a-hadn't-a-said-a-a-a-thing-a-nor-a-let-a-a-a-hand-a-stray-a-as-a-they-a-unhooked-a-her-a-hands-a-and-a-let-a-her-a-unfold.-a-Her-a-muscles-a-in-a-the-a-bend-a-of-a-her-a-back-a-sang-a-of-a-release. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    There-a-were-a-at-a-least-a-five-a-men-a-and-a-while-a-they-a-seemed-a-like-a-emotionless-a-puppets,-a-she-a-could-a-see-a-the-a-tensed-a-positions-a-as-a-if-a-they-a-were-a-waiting-a-for-a-her-a-to-a-attack-a-them 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    But-a-she-a-couldn't-a-fight-a-anymore-a-tonight.-a-Too-a-much-a-had-a-happened. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    They-a-hadn't-a-taken-a-her-a-arms-a-but-a-herded-a-her-a-out-a-of-a-the-a-room-a-and-a-away-a-from-a-the-a-kitchen.-a-To-a-her-a-surprise-a-she-a-was-a-led-a-to-a-a-a-part-a-of-a-the-a-fortress-a-she-a-hadn't-a-seen-a-yet.-a-She-a-felt-a-a-a-little-a-unbalanced-a-being-a-taken-a-away-a-from-a-the-a-kitchen,-a-having-a-already-a-gripped-a-onto-a-the-a-small-a-comfort-a-of-a-Lyda's-a-simplicity-a-and-a-Umla's-a-harsh-a-words.-a-They-a-gave-a-Siyura-a-the-a-sense-a-of-a-normalcy. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    And,-a-damn-a-him,-a-the-a-Warlord-a-was-a-taking-a-them-a-away. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    They-a-led-a-her...up.-a-Further-a-and-a-further-a-they-a-walked-a-up-a-steps-a-that-a-were-a-well-a-preserved-a-and-a-she-a-knew-a-she-a-was-a-back-a-in-a-a-a-tower.-a-There-a-were-a-doors-a-at-a-odd-a-intervals-a-that-a-did-a-not-a-give-a-her-a-an-a-idea-a-of-a-where-a-she-a-was-a-or-a-who-a-was-a-up-a-here. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Eventually,-a-Siyura-a-thought-a-she-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-go-a-mad.-a-It-a-was-a-like-a-everything-a-was-a-the-a-same-a-and-a-it-a-was-a-disorienting. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Finally,-a-they-a-reached-a-a-a-dimly-a-lit-a-corridor-a-that-a-already-a-had-a-two-a-men-a-stationed-a-outside-a-of-a-it.-a-A-a-soldier-a-stepped-a-in-a-front-a-of-a-her-a-and-a-pulled-a-out-a-a-a-shiny-a-key.-a-Unlocking-a-the-a-door,-a-he-a-gently-a-pushed-a-her-a-in-a-and-a-the-a-door-a-shut-a-and-a-locked-a-behind-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-room-a-was-a-a-a-circle-a-and-a-it-a-looked...comfortably-a-furnished.-a-There-a-was-a-a-a-soft-a-fire-a-going-a-and-a-it-a-painted-a-the-a-room-a-a-a-soft-a-orange.-a-There-a-was-a-nook-a-area-a-where-a-an-a-averaged-a-size-a-bed-a-was-a-sitting.-a-It-a-was-a-on-a-a-a-small-a-platform-a-and-a-seamed-a-into-a-the-a-wall.-a-To-a-her-a-left-a-was-a-a-a-distressed-a-white-a-wardrobe,-a-a-a-floor-a-length-a-mirror-a-that-a-even-a-Siyura,-a-who-a-wasn't-a-prone-a-to-a-small-a-details,-a-thought-a-was-a-gorgeous. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-had-a-been-a-afraid-a-she-a-would-a-be-a-in-a-an-a-enclosed-a-room-a-but-a-felt-a-blessed-a-when-a-she-a-walked-a-over-a-to-a-a-a-large-a-arched-a-window-a-that-a-was-a-the-a-length-a-of-a-the-a-wall-a-and-a-had-a-enough-a-room-a-at-a-its-a-seal-a-to-a-allow-a-her-a-to-a-sit-a-and-a-look-a-out. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Near-a-the-a-fireplace-a-was-a-a-a-small-a-table-a-with-a-a-a-chair-a-and-a-stationary.-a-Which-a-was-a-stupid.-a-He-a-had-a-killed-a-everyone-a-she-a-loved.-a-Who-a-the-a-fuck-a-would-a-she-a-write-a-to?-a-Unless-a-this-a-was-a-all-a-left-a-over-a-from-a-the-a-past-a-occupant.-a-She-a-could-a-not-a-tell-a-how-a-recently-a-the-a-room-a-had-a-belonged-a-to-a-someone-a-else-a-because-a-she-a-could-a-still-a-smell-a-the-a-cleaner-a-used-a-from-a-whomever-a-was-a-assigned-a-to-a-prepare-a-the-a-room. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-turned-a-around-a-in-a-small,-a-unsure-a-circle,-a-and-a-caught-a-a-a-billowy-a-curtain.-a-There-a-was-a-another-a-room-a-and-a-as-a-she-a-pushed-a-the-a-curtain-a-aside-a-with-a-the-a-back-a-of-a-her-a-hand,-a-she-a-was-a-pleasantly-a-delighted-a-to-a-find-a-a-a-large-a-bathtub,-a-a-a-basin,-a-a-a-rack-a-with-a-folded-a-fabrics,-a-and-a-a-a-chamber-a-pot. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-saw-a-that-a-the-a-tub-a-had-a-been-a-filled-a-and-a-the-a-steam-a-beckoned-a-her.-a-She-a-relieved-a-herself-a-first-a-and-a-then-a-almost-a-gleefully-a-slipped-a-into-a-the-a-tub,-a-her-a-whole-a-body-a-going-a-lax. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-wanted-a-to-a-dive-a-under-a-the-a-water-a-and-a-completely-a-submerge-a-herself-a-but-a-even-a-though-a-her-a-mother-a-hadn't-a-been-a-tormenting-a-her-a-throughout-a-the-a-night—the-a-last-a-thing-a-she-a-wanted-a-was-a-to-a-come-a-up-a-and-a-see-a-her-a-mother's-a-decaying-a-face. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-was-a-so-a-mentally-a-exhausted-a-and-a-numb-a-she-a-couldn't-a-trust-a-herself-a-to-a-stay-a-in-a-the-a-hot-a-water-a-for-a-too-a-long.-a-She-a-was-a-afraid-a-her-a-drained-a-energy-a-would-a-make-a-her-a-fall-a-asleep. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-picked-a-up-a-one-a-of-a-the-a-cut-a-chunks-a-of-a-soap-a-and-a-washed-a-herself.-a-She-a-scrubbed-a-her-a-skin-a-where-a-Braydor-a-had-a-touched-a-her.-a-Her-a-brown-a-skin-a-didn't-a-go-a-red-a-easily-a-but-a-as-a-she-a-rinsed-a-the-a-soap,-a-her-a-skin-a-was-a-blotchy-a-with-a-the-a-abuse. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Finishing-a-up,-a-she-a-stepped-a-out-a-of-a-the-a-tub-a-and-a-wrapped-a-herself-a-in-a-one-a-of-a-the-a-towels.-a-She-a-hesitated-a-because-a-she-a-didn't-a-know-a-if-a-she-a-had-a-clothing.-a-She-a-didn't-a-balk-a-at-a-being-a-naked-a-but-a-she-a-didn't-a-like-a-to-a-be-a-that-a-vulnerable. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Walking-a-out-a-into-a-the-a-main-a-room,-a-she-a-looked-a-into-a-the-a-wardrobe-a-and-a-saw-a-an-a-array-a-of-a-clothing-a-hanging-a-on-a-a-a-bar.-a-One-a-of-a-the-a-outfits...was-a-fighting-a-gear?-a-It-a-was-a-clearly-a-made-a-for-a-a-a-female-a-but-a-there-a-was-a-an-a-emblem-a-on-a-it. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    A-a-wolf. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Madness-a-in-a-Blood-a-Ch.-a-05 
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-awoke-a-at-a-the-a-clip-a-of-a-the-a-door-a-of-a-her-a-room-a-shutting.-a-She-a-lifted-a-her-a-hand-a-to-a-move-a-the-a-hair-a-out-a-of-a-her-a-eyes-a-and-a-saw-a-the-a-sparkling-a-of-a-the-a-gold-a-chain-a-on-a-her-a-wrist. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-sat-a-up-a-from-a-her-a-pillow-a-and-a-looked-a-at-a-the-a-charms.-a-They-a-were-a-clearly-a-runes-a-of-a-magic-a-but-a-not-a-in-a-a-a-language-a-she-a-knew-a-of.-a-If-a-she-a-had-a-been-a-at-a-home,-a-in-a-her-a-own-a-altar-a-room,-a-she-a-would-a-of-a-had-a-the-a-resources-a-to-a-study-a-it. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    If-a-it-a-had-a-been-a-her-a-magic-a-that-a-had-a-formed-a-the-a-entrapment-a-curse-a-she-a-could-a-have-a-broken-a-it.-a-Or-a-anyone-a-else's-a-for-a-that-a-matter.-a-Magic-a-native-a-to-a-the-a-Western-a-Realm-a-was-a-different-a-in-a-that-a-it-a-was-a-coldly-a-more...civilized.-a-It-a-was-a-wielded-a-in-a-the-a-hands-a-of-a-cloistered-a-hags-a-and-a-cruel-a-ladies. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Her-a-magic...her-a-mother's-a-magic-a-was-a-native-a-to-a-the-a-Isle-a-of-a-Shadows. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-noticed-a-a-a-tray-a-sitting-a-on-a-the-a-table-a-of-a-her-a-new-a-"room".-a-Sliding-a-out-a-of-a-the-a-bed,-a-ignoring-a-the-a-heat-a-of-a-the-a-fireplace-a-she-a-had-a-not-a-put-a-out,-a-she-a-studied-a-it.-a-The-a-tray-a-had-a-a-a-steaming-a-kettle-a-on-a-it-a-and-a-little-a-compact-a-boxes. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-had-a-not-a-heard-a-anyone-a-come-a-into-a-her-a-room.-a-She-a-could-a-not-a-have-a-been-a-that-a-exhausted.-a-She-a-had-a-spent-a-almost-a-two-a-years-a-in-a-a-a-hyper-a-aware-a-state-a-to-a-ensure-a-she-a-didn't-a-get-a-her-a-head-a-cut-a-off. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-pot-a-was-a-rounded-a-nicely,-a-obviously-a-meant-a-for-a-her-a-to-a-keep-a-over-a-her-a-own-a-fire.-a-Under-a-the-a-polished-a-clay-a-mug,-a-she-a-saw-a-a-a-note-a-and-a-bared-a-her-a-teeth. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-will-a-be-a-joining-a-me-a-this-a-morning.-a-There-a-are-a-guards-a-waiting-a-to-a-escort-a-you.-a-Do-a-not-a-make-a-me-a-come-a-get-a-you." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-noticed-a-his-a-handwriting-a-was-a-rather-a-beautiful.-a-As-a-stupid-a-as-a-that-a-was. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-crushed-a-the-a-paper-a-with-a-her-a-fist. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-studied-a-the-a-small-a-boxes.-a-One-a-was-a-smaller-a-than-a-the-a-other,-a-and-a-blood-a-red.-a-She-a-flipped-a-the-a-lid-a-and-a-was-a-surprised-a-to-a-see-a-a-a-folded-a-piece-a-paper-a-wedge-a-there. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-seems-a-everyone-a-had-a-something-a-to-a-say-a-to-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Unfolding-a-it-a-she-a-read,-a-"I-a-can't-a-stop-a-what-a-is-a-going-a-to-a-happen-a-to-a-you.-a-But-a-Cadeon-a-isn't-a-the-a-only-a-one-a-who-a-has-a-a-a-small-a-conscious.-a-Drink-a-this-a-at-a-least-a-three-a-times-a-a-a-week.-a-This-a-will-a-stop-a-your-a-monthly." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-wasn't-a-signed-a-but-a-Siyura-a-had-a-an-a-idea-a-of-a-who-a-sent-a-it-a-to-a-her.-a-Goddess-a-above,-a-she-a-hadn't-a-even-a-thought-a-of-a-that.-a-The-a-thought-a-of-a-carrying-a-any-a-child—especially-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-made-a-her-a-shudder. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-spooned-a-the-a-pulverized-a-leaves-a-into-a-her-a-cup-a-and-a-poured-a-hot-a-water-a-from-a-the-a-pot.-a-Thankfully,-a-her-a-monthlies-a-had-a-always-a-been-a-sporadic-a-and-a-Sarca-a-witches-a-were-a-not-a-known-a-for-a-being-a-extremely-a-fertile. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-pushed-a-back-a-her-a-past-a-tragedies-a-and-a-focused-a-on-a-her-a-"now"-a-circumstances.-a-She-a-needed-a-to-a-find-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-anchor.-a-To-a-do-a-that,-a-she-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-have-a-to-a-behave.-a-Her-a-baiting-a-last-a-night-a-had-a-been-a-second-nature-a-and-a-she-a-could-a-slap-a-herself.-a-That-a-bastard-a-brought-a-out-a-the-a-worst-a-in-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura,-a-took-a-small-a-swallow-a-of-a-the-a-brew-a-and-a-walked-a-over-a-to-a-the-a-wardrobe.-a-Opening-a-it,-a-she-a-ignored-a-the-a-black-a-uniform-a-tucked-a-behind-a-all-a-the-a-dresses-a-and-a-too-a-feminine-a-things.-a-She-a-was-a-tempted-a-to-a-put-a-it-a-on-a-because-a-she-a-was-a-certainly-a-going-a-into-a-a-a-battle-a-but-a-knew-a-she'd-a-be-a-trying-a-to-a-provoke-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Everyone-a-had-a-spoken-a-of-a-his-a-cruelty,-a-of-a-his-a-twisted-a-logic,-a-and-a-last-a-night-a-she-a-had-a-almost-a-believed-a-it.-a-But-a-now-a-that-a-she-a-was-a-in-a-the-a-morning-a-light,-a-she-a-wasn't-a-too-a-intimidated.-a-Him,-a-whoring-a-her-a-out-a-was-a-typical-a-"dominant-a-male"-a-behavior. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-bottomed-a-out-a-the-a-brew-a-and-a-plucked-a-a-a-dress-a-at-a-random. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    After-a-using-a-the-a-bathroom-a-and-a-freshening-a-up,-a-she-a-dressed-a-herself-a-in-a-the-a-gown-a-that-a-felt-a-soft-a-against-a-her-a-skin.-a-She-a-had-a-braided-a-her-a-hair.-a-She-a-did-a-the-a-barest-a-check-a-of-a-herself-a-in-a-the-a-mirror-a-and-a-tilted-a-her-a-head-a-in-a-acceptance.-a-She-a-turned-a-to-a-rapt-a-on-a-the-a-door-a-and-a-stopped.-a-She-a-looked-a-at-a-the-a-stationary-a-that-a-was-a-on-a-the-a-table-a-and-a-studied-a-the-a-sharp-tipped,-a-metal-a-pen. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Should-a-she?-a-She-a-was-a-trying-a-to-a-be-a-good.-a-But-a-it-a-was-a-against-a-her-a-nature-a-to-a-go-a-in-a-somewhere-a-hostile-a-without-a-arming-a-herself.-a-Fuck,-a-she-a-would-a-go-a-to-a-the-a-Arvaka-a-bakeries-a-armed. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-could-a-not-a-help-a-herself;-a-she-a-plucked-a-the-a-pen-a-out-a-its-a-holder,-a-and-a-slid-a-it-a-into-a-the-a-garter-a-on-a-her-a-thigh.-a-As-a-she-a-did-a-so,-a-she-a-noticed-a-her-a-mother-a-peeking-a-out-a-from-a-behind-a-a-a-curtain. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-rapt-a-on-a-the-a-door,-a-quickly. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    **** 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Farrow-a-leaned-a-back-a-in-a-the-a-wooden-a-chair,-a-plucking-a-a-a-pinkberry-a-from-a-the-a-plate-a-in-a-front-a-of-a-him.-a-He-a-had-a-ridden-a-to-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-estate-a-this-a-morning,-a-hoping-a-to-a-find-a-some-a-type-a-of-a-entertainment.-a-Of-a-course,-a-the-a-Warlord-a-never-a-disappointed. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-had-a-walked-a-into-a-his-a-red-a-study,-a-not-a-surprised-a-to-a-see-a-him-a-behind-a-the-a-desk,-a-coffee-a-in-a-hand-a-and-a-a-a-missive,-a-obviously-a-annoying-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-had-a-not-a-even-a-looked-a-up-a-when-a-Farrow-a-walked-a-in. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "If-a-you're-a-going-a-to-a-just-a-show-a-up-a-unannounced,-a-you-a-better-a-have-a-some-a-news-a-about-a-the-a-rest-a-of-a-the-a-Valiant." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Farrow-a-laughed-a-and-a-took-a-a-a-seat-a-at-a-the-a-table-a-where-a-servants-a-had-a-been-a-in-a-the-a-process-a-of-a-laying-a-out-a-breakfast. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-started-a-eating-a-and-a-made-a-sure-a-to-a-order-a-a-a-pitcher-a-of-a-wine-a-before-a-he-a-answered-a-the-a-Warlord. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Who-a-is-a-to-a-say-a-I-a-don't?-a-Would-a-I-a-just-a-infiltrate-a-your-a-inner-a-sanctum-a-for-a-nothing?"-a-Farrow-a-said-a-taking-a-the-a-wine-a-from-a-a-a-disproving-a-servant.-a-Yes,-a-it-a-was-a-the-a-morning-a-but-a-it-a-was-a-never-a-too-a-late-a-to-a-feel-a-great-a-was-a-it? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-made-a-an-a-indifferent-a-noise-a-and-a-joined-a-him-a-at-a-the-a-table.-a-He-a-sipped-a-his-a-coffee-a-and-a-watched-a-Farrow-a-through-a-narrow,-a-intrusive-a-eyes.-a-Farrow-a-took-a-another-a-swallow-a-of-a-his-a-wine.-a-Dealing-a-with-a-the-a-Warlord-a-one-on-one-a-was-a-almost-a-best-a-under-a-the-a-influence. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Your-a-praises-a-are-a-being-a-whispered-a-in-a-the-a-streets-a-of-a-all-a-of-a-Haldane.-a-Another-a-victory-a-under-a-your-a-belt—another-a-nation-a-on-a-its-a-knees."-a-He-a-said,-a-picking-a-up-a-a-a-fork,-a-shoveling-a-eggs-a-into-a-his-a-mouth. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "They-a-also-a-sing-a-about-a-loosed-a-leg-a-maidens-a-and-a-the-a-wrath-a-of-a-dying-a-Gods."-a-He-a-said-a-unimpressed. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "They-a-love-a-and-a-fear-a-you.-a-More-a-so-a-than-a-the-a-Chaotic-a-King.-a-It's-a-going-a-to-a-drive-a-him-a-into-a-further-a-madness,-a-you-a-know.-a-He-a-hates-a-you-a-but-a-can't-a-accomplish-a-half-a-as-a-much-a-on-a-his-a-own.-a-You're-a-the-a-only-a-thing-a-keeping-a-this-a-nation-a-glorious." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "He's-a-not-a-without-a-his-a-intelligence."-a-The-a-Warlord-a-said-a-simply. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-praise-a-much,"-a-Farrow-a-said-a-sarcastically,-a-"but-a-let's-a-not-a-forget-a-he's-a-a-a-fucking-a-raving-a-madman.-a-Did-a-you-a-know-a-that-a-he-a-was-a-entertaining-a-court—completely-a-naked?-a-When-a-someone-a-suggested-a-he-a-put-a-clothes-a-back-a-on-a-he-a-threatened-a-to-a-have-a-you-a-come-a-assassinate-a-them."
 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord's-a-face-a-changed-a-slightly...it-a-could-a-have-a-been-a-aggravation-a-or-a-amusement,-a-it-a-was-a-hard-a-to-a-tell-a-with-a-him,-a-"He's-a-not-a-mad.-a-He's-a-a-a-forsaken-a-drunkard." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "It's-a-not-a-helping-a-his-a-cause.-a-But-a-I-a-guess-a-you-a-know-a-that."-a-Farrow-a-said. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Of-a-course.-a-I'm-a-sure-a-I'll-a-get-a-a-a-scathing-a-missive-a-from-a-Daendrin.-a-Hopefully-a-it-a-will-a-be-a-bad-a-enough-a-I-a-can-a-burn-a-his-a-livelihood." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Farrow-a-laughed-a-despite-a-the-a-fact-a-he-a-knew-a-the-a-Warlord-a-was-a-serious.-a-The-a-animosity-a-between-a-him-a-and-a-Daendrin-a-was-a-so-a-fascinating-a-to-a-watch.-a-Especially,-a-since-a-it-a-was-a-like-a-they-a-were-a-parenting-a-the-a-king. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-saw-a-Braydor-a-bragging-a-in-a-your-a-hall.-a-I-a-was-a-sure-a-you'd-a-kill-a-him,-a-I-a-guess-a-he-a-proved-a-himself." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Hardly." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-heard-a-he-a-was-a-the-a-one-a-captured-a-Jenedia's-a-whole-a-party-a-before-a-the-a-witch-a-could-a-get-a-to-a-them." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Considering-a-all-a-his-a-other-a-failings,-a-it-a-was-a-the-a-least-a-he-a-could-a-do.-a-And-a-if-a-it-a-wasn't-a-for-a-Cadeon's-a-assistance-a-I-a-doubt-a-he'd-a-have-a-managed-a-it-a-at-a-all." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Ah,-a-where-a-is-a-the-a-prodigal-a-son?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-gave-a-him-a-a-a-sharp-a-smile-a-but-a-asked-a-him-a-instead,-a-"What-a-news-a-of-a-your-a-efforts?-a-You-a-lay-a-about-a-and-a-debauched-a-yourself-a-and-a-seem-a-to-a-forget-a-I've-a-given-a-you-a-a-a-job." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "As-a-a-a-matter-a-of-a-fact,"-a-he-a-said-a-pointing-a-his-a-fork-a-at-a-him,-a-"I-a-do.-a-Not-a-to-a-say-a-you're-a-going-a-to-a-like-a-it.-a-Adrian-a-Marrokson-a-has-a-most-a-certainly-a-fled-a-the-a-country.-a-He-a-made-a-it-a-into-a-Askea." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-air-a-around-a-the-a-Warlord-a-got-a-extremely-a-dark,-a-"Farrow." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "But-a-you-a-can't-a-be-a-pissed-a-with-a-me.-a-Daendrin-a-is-a-at-a-fault,"-a-thankfully,-a-"He-a-was-a-supposed-a-to-a-double-a-the-a-men-a-at-a-the-a-Kazgaurd-a-Gate-a-but-a-it-a-would-a-seem-a-it-a-slipped-a-his-a-mind.-a-But-a-you-a-have-a-the-a-delicious-a-witch,-a-isn't-a-that-a-what-a-really-a-matters?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Not-a-when-a-he's-a-fled-a-to-a-Askea."-a-The-a-Warlord-a-said-a-coldly. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Farrow-a-raised-a-his-a-hands,-a-"It-a-was-a-Daendrin.-a-By-a-the-a-by,-a-where-a-is-a-that-a-witch,-a-anyways?-a-You-a-rushed-a-her-a-away-a-before-a-we-a-could-a-even-a-play-a-with-a-her." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Farrow,-a-you're-a-going-a-to-a-Daendrin's-a-estate."-a-The-a-Warlord-a-said-a-abruptly-a-walking-a-to-a-his-a-desk-a-and-a-scribbling-a-out-a-a-a-note.-a-He-a-folded-a-it-a-in-a-half-a-and-a-sealed-a-it. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Farrow-a-looked-a-upward-a-in-a-thanks.-a-At-a-least-a-he-a-didn't-a-throw-a-him-a-out-a-the-a-window. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Take-a-this-a-to-a-that-a-idiot-a-and-a-then-a-come-a-back.-a-And-a-you-a-better-a-be-a-sober-a-or-a-I'm-a-going-a-to-a-rip-a-out-a-your-a-throat."-a-He-a-said-a-enunciating-a-the-a-words-a-"come-a-back." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Which-a-was-a-fair-a-because-a-Farrow-a-was-a-notoriously-a-unreliable. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-took-a-another-a-swig-a-of-a-wine-a-and-a-stood-a-to-a-leave,-a-"You-a-haven't-a-asked-a-me-a-if-a-I-a-found-a-my-a-target?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-gave-a-him-a-a-a-very-a-thin-a-look-a-and-a-Farrow-a-feigned-a-hurt,-a-"I-a-found-a-her.-a-Did-a-you-a-know-a-she's-a-an-a-elf?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    ****** 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Farrow-a-gathered-a-himself-a-before-a-the-a-Warlord-a-took-a-his-a-casual-a-attitude-a-towards-a-him-a-to-a-heart.-a-When-a-he-a-shut-a-the-a-door-a-on-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-pissed-a-off-a-face,-a-he-a-turned-a-to-a-a-a-sound-a-of-a-footsteps.-a-Coming-a-his-a-way-a-was-a-the-a-small-a-group-a-of-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-men-a-and...the-a-witch-a-in-a-the-a-middle-a-of-a-them.-a-She-a-looked-a-casual-a-as-a-if-a-she-a-weren't-a-enslaved.-a-He-a-was-a-sure-a-that-a-would-a-not-a-last-a-long,-a-considering-a-he-a-had-a-put-a-the-a-Warlord-a-into-a-a-a-bad-a-mood. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-was-a-dressed-a-in-a-a-a-pale-a-lavender-a-gown-a-that-a-hugged-a-her-a-erotically.-a-It-a-was-a-strapless-a-with-a-connecting-a-sheer-a-sleeves-a-that-a-covered-a-her-a-arms-a-and-a-hugged-a-her-a-wrist.-a-She-a-had-a-an-a-athletic-a-build-a-but-a-was-a-not-a-completely-a-without-a-a-a-certain-a-feminine-a-qualities.-a-Still-a-she-a-was-a-mildly-a-pretty-a-and-a-nothing-a-like-a-the-a-other-a-women-a-the-a-Warlord-a-kept.-a-Her-a-coloring-a-was-a-a-a-rich-a-brown-a-that-a-reminded-a-him-a-of-a-the-a-women-a-he-a-encountered-a-in-a-the-a-humid,-a-wild,-a-enchanting-a-Inderland.-a-Kohled-eyed-a-women-a-who-a-were-a-like-a-falling-a-into-a-paradise. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Farrow-a-took-a-a-a-resentful-a-sigh-a-and-a-mounted-a-his-a-horse,-a-motioning-a-for-a-his-a-men-a-to-a-follow-a-him.-a-He'd-a-deliver-a-this-a-missive-a-and-a-he-a-would-a-come-a-back...eventually.-a-The-a-Warlord-a-never-a-said-a-when-a-to-a-come-a-back-a-and-a-Farrow-a-was-a-a-a-man-a-with-a-needs-a-after-a-all.-a-Besides,-a-he-a-had-a-an-a-elf-a-waiting-a-for-a-him-a-to-a-feel-a-out.-a-The-a-Warlord-a-got-a-a-a-toy...why-a-couldn't-a-he? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    ****** 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-was-a-ushered-a-into-a-what-a-was-a-clearly-a-a-a-study-a-that-a-was-a-disturbingly-a-interesting.-a-There-a-was-a-nothing-a-particularly-a-threatening-a-about-a-the-a-room,-a-except-a-the-a-red-a-walls,-a-dark-a-and-a-consistent,-a-reminded-a-her-a-of-a-blood-a-coating-a-the-a-walls. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-shook-a-off-a-her-a-uneasiness-a-and-a-focused-a-on-a-the-a-Warlord-a-who-a-was-a-sitting-a-casually-a-at-a-a-a-table,-a-carefully-a-unfolding-a-his-a-napkin.-a-The-a-guards-a-left-a-them-a-alone-a-and-a-Siyura-a-pushed-a-all-a-thoughts-a-out-a-of-a-her-a-mind. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-did-a-not-a-look-a-at-a-her,-a-just-a-gave-a-her-a-a-a-curt,-a-"Sit."-a-He-a-indicated-a-a-a-small,-a-round-a-pillow-a-at-a-his-a-feet. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Like-a-she-a-was-a-some-a-sort-a-of-a-dog-a-but-a-as-a-she-a-narrowed-a-in-a-on-a-the-a-cold-a-pen-a-against-a-her-a-thigh,-a-she-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-do-a-as-a-he-a-asked. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-strolled-a-to-a-the-a-pillow-a-and-a-with-a-as-a-much-a-grace-a-as-a-her-a-performance-a-would-a-allow,-a-she-a-lowered-a-herself. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-raised-a-an-a-eyebrow-a-but-a-merely-a-cut-a-into-a-the-a-food-a-on-a-his-a-plate. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Did-a-you-a-enjoy-a-yourself-a-last-a-night?"-a-he-a-asked-a-as-a-if-a-they-a-were-a-friends-a-talking-a-about-a-a-a-carefree-a-night-a-of-a-merriment. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-really-a-did-a-not-a-want-a-to-a-open-a-her-a-mouth-a-because-a-she-a-could-a-not-a-trust-a-herself. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Siyura,-a-I-a-asked-a-you-a-a-a-question-a-and-a-if-a-you-a-plan-a-on-a-having-a-breakfast-a-I-a-would-a-encourage-a-you-a-to-a-answer-a-me." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
   
  
 

 It-a-was-a-tempting-a-to-a-go-a-without-a-but-a-the-a-cramp-a-in-a-her-a-stomach-a-made-a-her-a-think-a-twice. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Yes."-a-She-a-said.-a-The-a-shorter-a-the-a-better. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Yes,-a-what,-a-Siyura?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Yes,-a-sir."-a-She-a-inwardly-a-cursed-a-at-a-how-a-much-a-she-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-play-a-the-a-part.-a-Adding-a-"sir"-a-was-a-like-a-putting-a-glass-a-in-a-her-a-mouth. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-didn't-a-have-a-to-a-look-a-at-a-him-a-to-a-tell-a-that-a-he-a-was-a-pleased-a-by-a-her-a-compliance.-a-He-a-was-a-like-a-any-a-male:-a-wanting-a-gratification-a-of-a-those-a-weaker-a-than-a-them. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "As-a-you-a-are-a-now-a-a-a-part-a-of-a-my-a-household,-a-you'll-a-keep-a-to-a-the-a-rules-a-I-a-give-a-you-a-and-a-those-a-that-a-are-a-expected-a-of-a-all-a-other-a-servants."-a-He-a-said-a-conversationally-a-but-a-she-a-felt-a-uneasy. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "In-a-preparation-a-for-a-the-a-day,"-a-he-a-said-a-leaning-a-forward-a-and-a-sliding-a-a-a-slender-a-finger-a-under-a-her-a-chin,-a-"everyone-a-preforms-a-their-a-task-a-to-a-earn-a-their-a-reward.-a-Their-a-reward-a-to-a-exist-a-within-a-this-a-hierarchy.-a-To-a-have-a-clothes-a-on-a-their-a-backs.-a-To-a-eat." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-looked-a-at-a-his-a-face-a-so-a-cruel-a-and-a-guarded.-a-But-a-as-a-he-a-had-a-been-a-reiterating,-a-she-a-was-a-here-a-on-a-his-a-whim. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-felt-a-slight-a-panic-a-tighten-a-her-a-throat-a-because-a-while-a-she-a-knew-a-this-a-was-a-coming,-a-she-a-suddenly-a-revolted-a-at-a-the-a-thought.-a-To-a-let-a-him-a-put-a-his-a-demands-a-on-a-her-a-neck-a-and-a-her-a-to-a-accept-a-it.-a-Siyura-a-would-a-not-a-look-a-at-a-his-a-eyes-a-but-a-instead-a-focused-a-on-a-the-a-scar-a-on-a-his-a-face. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Another-a-cramp-a-of-a-hunger-a-shook-a-through-a-her-a-body-a-and-a-she-a-knew-a-this-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-be-a-battle-a-she-a-could-a-not-a-win.-a-He-a-had-a-all-a-her-a-options-a-in-a-that-a-finger-a-and-a-she-a-knew-a-when-a-to-a-cede.-a-When-a-Haldane-a-seemed-a-to-a-rain-a-fire-a-down-a-from-a-the-a-heavens-a-and-a-burned-a-her-a-capital-a-to-a-the-a-ground—she-a-had-a-known-a-that-a-her-a-offensive-a-strike-a-would-a-have-a-to-a-morph-a-into-a-preserving-a-and-a-hiding-a-her-a-people.-a-Her-a-sister.-a-Her-a-lover. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    With-a-that-a-last-a-thought-a-she-a-bricked-a-up-a-the-a-vulnerable-a-part-a-of-a-herself.-a-Locking-a-it-a-away-a-so-a-the-a-Warlord-a-couldn't-a-have-a-it. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Would-a-you-a-like-a-to-a-eat?-a-When-a-is-a-the-a-last-a-time-a-you've-a-eaten?"-a-the-a-Warlord-a-asked. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-clenched-a-her-a-palms-a-in-a-her-a-lap.-a-She-a-couldn't-a-recall-a-when-a-she-a-had-a-last-a-had-a-a-a-whole-a-meal.-a-She-a-had-a-grabbed-a-bites-a-of-a-food-a-in-a-between-a-Umla's-a-barking-a-but-a-had-a-not-a-sat-a-down-a-to-a-a-a-meal-a-like-a-the-a-other-a-servants-a-had.-a-She-a-had-a-been-a-too-a-on-a-edge. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-thought-a-for-a-a-a-moment.-a-After-a-bouts-a-of-a-homicide-a-and-a-being-a-forced-a-under-a-a-a-brute,-a-it-a-had-a-all-a-become-a-a-a-bit-a-fuzzy. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-can't-a-recall..."-a-She-a-said-a-and-a-winced-a-when-a-it-a-came-a-out-a-sharply. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-waited-a-for-a-her-a-to-a-continue,-a-his-a-movements-a-suspended-a-with-a-a-a-decision-a-that-a-hung-a-between-a-them. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "But..."-a-Siyura-a-said-a-hesitantly,-a-remembering-a-her-a-part,-a-"I-a-am-a-hungry." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-seemed-a-pleased-a-by-a-her,-a-however,-a-because-a-a-a-fork-a-appeared-a-in-a-front-a-of-a-her-a-face.-a-She-a-couldn't-a-help-a-it,-a-she-a-flicked-a-her-a-eyes-a-up-a-to-a-his—knowing-a-she-a-was-a-glaring-a-at-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "This-a-is-a-what-a-pets-a-do,-a-no?-a-They-a-feed-a-from-a-the-a-hand-a-of-a-their-a-masters?"-a-He-a-said-a-a-a-slight-a-smile-a-on-a-his-a-lips. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-knew-a-if-a-she-a-didn't-a-take-a-it-a-he-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-deny-a-her-a-food-a-altogether. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-gave-a-a-a-slight-a-sigh,-a-leaned-a-forward-a-and-a-took-a-the-a-food-a-into-a-her-a-mouth,-a-the-a-fork-a-smoothing-a-over-a-tongue.-a-It-a-was-a-humiliating-a-that-a-she-a-had-a-to-a-have-a-the-a-same-a-fork-a-he-a-was-a-using-a-in-a-her-a-mouth. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    But,-a-damn-a-it-a-all,-a-the-a-food-a-was-a-delicious. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "From-a-now-a-on,-a-you-a-will-a-address-a-me-a-as-a-I-a-am.-a-I'm-a-you're-a-superior-a-and-a-thus,-a-bastard-a-and-a-motherfucker-a-are-a-not-a-acceptable.-a-I-a-abhor-a-such-a-language-a-from-a-a-a-woman's-a-mouth.-a-Am-a-I-a-understood?"-a-he-a-said-a-clearly-a-wanting-a-to-a-test-a-her-a-on-a-this-a-little-a-but-a-of-a-education. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "It-a-is...sir."-a-She-a-purposely-a-stalled-a-on-a-the-a-last-a-word.-a-Remember-a-Siyura...behave...behave... 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-ignored-a-her-a-even-a-though-a-she-a-didn't-a-think-a-he-a-would,-a-"When-a-you're-a-entering-a-my-a-presence,-a-you-a-will-a-wait-a-for-a-my-a-instruction,-a-hands-a-at-a-your-a-sides,-a-eyes-a-on-a-me.-a-You'll-a-wait-a-for-a-as-a-long-a-as-a-it-a-takes-a-me-a-to-a-acknowledge-a-you.-a-Anything-a-else-a-and-a-I-a-will-a-correct-a-you." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-understand,-a-sir."-a-She-a-murmured-a-concentrating-a-on-a-his-a-fork.-a-He-a-lowered-a-it,-a-giving-a-her-a-another-a-bite. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "When-a-we-a-are-a-with-a-company,-a-you-a-are-a-only-a-to-a-speak-a-when-a-spoken-a-to.-a-Any-a-of-a-your-a-outburst-a-and-a-I'll-a-gag-a-you-a-until-a-I'm-a-convinced-a-of-a-the-a-sincerity-a-of-a-your-a-regret.-a-When-a-we-a-are-a-alone,-a-you-a-will-a-ask-a-my-a-permission-a-to-a-speak-a-freely.-a-But-a-any-a-disrespect-a-will-a-revoke-a-that-a-privilege." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-was-a-probably-a-best-a-if-a-she-a-just-a-didn't-a-speak-a-at-a-all. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-offered-a-her-a-another-a-bite,-a-which-a-she-a-took-a-graciously,-a-"As-a-I-a-told-a-you-a-last-a-night,-a-your-a-job-a-is-a-to-a-amuse-a-me.-a-You-a-might-a-even-a-earn-a-privileges,-a-if-a-you-a-please-a-me-a-well-a-enough,-a-your-a-life-a-might-a-be-a-free-a-of-a-hardships.-a-If-a-not,-a-know-a-this-a-with-a-certainty,-a-witch.-a-My-a-king-a-is-a-enamored-a-with-a-you,-a-but-a-his-a-attention-a-is-a-short-a-lived-a-until-a-a-a-new-a-shiny-a-thing-a-is-a-twirled-a-in-a-front-a-of-a-his-a-face." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "If-a-you-a-push-a-me-a-to-a-that,-a-I'll-a-happily-a-ruin-a-you."-a-He-a-said-a-cheerfully-a-and-a-gave-a-her-a-a-a-drink-a-from-a-his-a-cup. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    As-a-if-a-he-a-wasn't-a-already,-a-she-a-thought-a-bitterly.-a-As-a-if-a-he-a-hadn't-a-completely-a-stripped-a-her-a-of-a-her-a-dignity.-a-He-a-fed-a-her-a-more-a-until-a-she-a-tilted-a-her-a-head-a-in-a-enough-a-and-a-lowered-a-her-a-eyes-a-to-a-her-a-hands-a-to-a-keep-a-from-a-looking-a-at-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    This-a-wasn't-a-so-a-bad-a-,she-a-thought,-a-her-a-early-a-revelation-a-of-a-his-a-nature-a-making-a-her-a-brave.-a-He-a-had-a-fed-a-her-a-and-a-instructed-a-her.-a-What-a-was-a-terrifying-a-about-a-that? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Tell-a-me-a-what-a-Braydor-a-did-a-to-a-you."-a-He-a-asked-a-casually-a-pushing-a-his-a-plate-a-away-a-slightly. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    And-a-there-a-it-a-was. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-can't-a-be-a-fucking-a-serious?"-a-she-a-exclaimed,-a-outraged. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-was-a-fast.-a-One-a-minute-a-she-a-was-a-on-a-the-a-pillow-a-and-a-the-a-next-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-strong-a-hand-a-gripped-a-her-a-jaw-a-and-a-angled-a-her-a-face-a-up-a-toward-a-him,-a-bringing-a-her-a-onto-a-her-a-knees.-a-She-a-let-a-out-a-a-a-pained-a-noise. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "What-a-did-a-I-a-tell-a-you-a-about-a-cursing?"-a-He-a-squeezed-a-her-a-jaw-a-harder,-a-the-a-hold-a-not-a-allowing-a-her-a-to-a-answer. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-gripped-a-his-a-wrist,-a-flaring-a-her-a-nostrils,-a-glaring-a-right-a-into-a-his-a-strict-a-face—all-a-her-a-good-a-intentions-a-flooding-a-her-a-as-a-if-a-they-a-had-a-never-a-existed. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-waded-a-through-a-the-a-frilly-a-skirt—searching-a-for-a-the-a-pen.-a-She-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-stab-a-his-a-fucking-a-eyes-a-out-a-so-a-she-a-would-a-never-a-have-a-to-a-look-a-at-a-them-a-again. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-with-a-a-a-jerk-a-of-a-his-a-arm-a-pulled-a-her-a-forward,-a-grabbed-a-her-a-other-a-arm-a-to-a-twist-a-it-a-behind-a-her-a-back.-a-Once-a-again,-a-she-a-found-a-her-a-face-a-pressed-a-against-a-the-a-table.-a-The-a-cloth-a-covering-a-it-a-was-a-thick-a-and-a-scratchy-a-against-a-her-a-cheek. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You're-a-armed-a-aren't-a-you?"-a-he-a-asked-a-amused,-a-shoving-a-up-a-her-a-skirt-a-and-a-she-a-felt-a-his-a-fingers-a-free-a-the-a-pen-a-from-a-where-a-she-a-had-a-hidden-a-it. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-let-a-out-a-a-a-low,-a-throaty-a-laugh,-a-"Your-a-impulsiveness-a-is-a-one-a-of-a-your-a-worst-a-flaws."-a-He-a-tossed-a-the-a-pen-a-away. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "And-a-how-a-about-a-your-a-flaws,"-a-she-a-bit-a-out,-a-"besides-a-being-a-a-a-complete-a-motherfucker,-a-you're-a-also-a-a-a-murdering-a-bastard." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-tsked-a-at-a-her-a-and-a-with-a-one-a-hand-a-on-a-her-a-back-a-still-a-pressing-a-her-a-down,-a-she-a-felt-a-other-a-pull-a-at-a-the-a-ribbon-a-at-a-her-a-bodice.-a-He-a-pulled-a-it-a-down,-a-harshly,-a-the-a-fabric-a-brushing-a-over-a-her-a-nipples. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-heard-a-the-a-gown-a-gather-a-at-a-her-a-feet-a-and-a-the-a-Warlord-a-grabbed-a-her-a-upper-a-arms-a-to-a-pull-a-her-a-up-a-and-a-back-a-against-a-him.-a-She-a-felt-a-him-a-place-a-a-a-soft-a-kiss-a-on-a-the-a-crook-a-of-a-her-a-neck,-a-the-a-softness-a-disorienting-a-her 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Choose:-a-be-a-physically-a-punished-a-or-a-get-a-down-a-on-a-your-a-knees-a-and-a-show-a-me-a-how-a-sorry-a-you-a-are." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-ran-a-her-a-tongue-a-across-a-her-a-teeth-a-in-a-agitation.-a-She-a-knew-a-what-a-he-a-wanted-a-and-a-she'd-a-rather-a-her-a-tongue-a-be-a-branded-a-than-a-ever-a-touch-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    And-a-that's-a-exactly-a-what-a-she-a-told-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-laughed-a-as-a-if-a-the-a-answer-a-satisfied-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Turn-a-back-a-around-a-and-a-bend-a-over." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-took-a-a-a-deep-a-breath-a-and-a-did-a-as-a-she-a-was-a-told.-a-She-a-didn't-a-trust-a-him-a-not-a-to-a-make-a-her-a-do-a-both-a-if-a-she-a-resisted.-a-He-a-seemed-a-to-a-have-a-practiced-a-patience-a-but-a-she-a-didn't-a-want-a-to-a-push-a-him-a-further. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Stretch-a-out-a-your-a-arms,-a-palms-a-on-a-flat."-a-He-a-instructed-a-rapidly. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura's-a-heart-a-was-a-beating-a-fast,-a-that-a-she-a-wouldn't-a-deny.-a-It-a-had-a-been-a-a-a-long-a-time-a-that-a-someone-a-had-a-forced-a-punishment-a-on-a-her—not-a-since-a-she-a-lived-a-with-a-her-a-bastard-a-of-a-a-a-stepfather.-a-For-a-a-a-second,-a-she-a-was-a-that-a-little-a-girl-a-who-a-had-a-not-a-been-a-given-a-the-a-right-a-to-a-defend-a-herself.-a-This-a-felt-a-different-a-than-a-when-a-it-a-had-a-been-a-Braydor-a-behind-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    His-a-heavy-a-hand-a-rested-a-on-a-her-a-back-a-and-a-she-a-jumped.-a-She-a-hadn't-a-even-a-heard-a-him-a-move-a-closer.-a-It-a-didn't-a-make-a-any-a-sense-a-for-a-someone-a-that-a-large-a-to-a-be-a-able-a-to-a-move-a-so-a-quietly.-a-His-a-fingers-a-ran-a-slowly-a-over-a-her-a-spine,-a-once-a-again-a-the-a-gentleness-a-of-a-the-a-touch-a-confusing-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Each-a-lash,-a-you're-a-going-a-to-a-apologize-a-to-a-me.-a-One-a-for-a-trying-a-to-a-stab-a-me-a-with-a-a-a-pen,"-a-that-a-amused-a-him,-a-"and-a-two,-a-for-a-your-a-word-a-choice-a-regarding-a-my-a-character.-a-I'll-a-stop-a-when-a-I-a-feel-a-like-a-you-a-mean-a-it.-a-What-a-do-a-you-a-say?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Yes.-a-Sir."-a-She-a-answered,-a-old-a-feeling-a-welling-a-in-a-her-a-chest,-a-making-a-her-a-shake. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    His-a-hand-a-left-a-her-a-skin-a-and-a-with-a-a-a-slice-a-of-a-air,-a-she-a-felt-a-the-a-sharp-a-sting-a-of-a-a-a-strap-a-of-a-leather-a-on-a-her-a-ass.-a-But-a-it-a-wasn't-a-something-a-she-a-couldn't-a-handle.-a-What-a-had-a-he-a-told-a-her-a-to-a-apologize-a-for?-a-For-a-trying-a-to-a-stab-a-him? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I'm-a-sorry."-a-She-a-said,-a-her-a-voice-a-coming-a-out-a-strained. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Liar."-a-He-a-said-a-arrogantly-a-and-a-two-a-more-a-blows-a-landed-a-in-a-the-a-same-a-spot,-a-consecutively.-a-He-a-was-a-putting-a-so-a-much-a-force-a-into-a-the-a-hits,-a-she-a-couldn't-a-help-a-but-a-trying-a-to-a-twist-a-away-a-from-a-it. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I'm-a-sorry."-a-She-a-snapped-a-and-a-then-a-let-a-out-a-a-a-curse-a-when-a-he-a-hit-a-her-a-again,-a-the-a-pain-a-excruciating. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You've-a-fallen,-a-behind,-a-dear."-a-And-a-with-a-another-a-swing,-a-the-a-strapped-a-landed-a-higher-a-on-a-her-a-back-a-and-a-she-a-arched-a-trying-a-to-a-lessen-a-the-a-burn. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I'm-a-sorry,-a-I'm-a-sorry!"-a-she-a-said-a-loudly,-a-gripping-a-the-a-lip-a-on-a-the-a-desk,-a-digging-a-her-a-fingers-a-into-a-the-a-wood. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Another-a-slice,-a-another-a-blow-a-this-a-one-a-dangerously-a-close-a-to-a-the-a-lips-a-of-a-her-a-pussy 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "What-a-are-a-you-a-sorry-a-for,-a-slave?"-a-he-a-asked-a-again,-a-so-a-composed-a-and-a-cold. 
 
      
 
    Letting-a-out-a-a-a-rush-a-of-a-air,-a-"I'm-a-sorry-a-for-a-attacking-a-you-a-with-a-a-a-pen...and-a-calling-a-you-a-names." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-tensed-a-waiting-a-for-a-him-a-to-a-attack-a-her-a-again-a-but-a-she-a-felt-a-nothing. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Face-a-me."-a-He-a-barked.-a-She-a-was-a-a-a-little-a-shaky-a-from-a-the-a-pain-a-but-a-she-a-absorbed-a-it-a-and-a-faced-a-him-a-like-a-the-a-soldier-a-she-a-was. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    His-a-face-a-was-a-carefully-a-blank-a-as-a-he-a-stared-a-at-a-her-a-for-a-moment-a-and-a-she-a-wondered-a-if-a-he-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-punish-a-her-a-again-a-because-a-of-a-her-a-controlled-a-expression. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "What-a-you-a-lack-a-in-a-beauty-a-you-a-certainly-a-make-a-up-a-for-a-in-a-vulgarity."-a-He-a-said. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-let-a-the-a-insult-a-roll-a-off-a-her-a-back—not-a-caring-a-if-a-this-a-male-a-found-a-her-a-beautiful-a-or-a-not.-a-The-a-Warlord-a-was-a-handsome-a-but-a-the-a-air-a-of-a-cruelty-a-around-a-him-a-dampened-a-it.-a-For-a-her-a-at-a-least. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-shrugged-a-her-a-shoulders-a-on-a-instinct-a-and-a-she-a-cursed-a-herself-a-this-a-time.-a-She-a-just-a-couldn't-a-stop. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-stopped-a-looking-a-at-a-her-a-with-a-that-a-casual-a-look-a-that-a-he-a-had-a-been-a-giving-a-her-a-all-a-morning-a-and-a-smiled-a-at-a-her-a-with-a-his-a-teeth. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    That-a-was-a-the-a-look-a-that-a-belonged-a-on-a-his-a-face.-a-Like-a-he-a-was-a-excited-a-to-a-thoroughly-a-deconstruct-a-her.-a-He-a-came-a-close,-a-entering-a-her-a-space,-a-and-a-Siyura-a-forced-a-herself-a-to-a-look-a-cowed. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-clearly-a-armed-a-yourself-a-with-a-purpose-a-and-a-that's-a-just-a-not-a-appealing-a-in-a-a-a-slave-a-meant-a-for-a-pleasure."-a-He-a-said-a-pushing-a-her-a-hair-a-behind-a-her-a-ear. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-clenched-a-her-a-fist-a-at-a-the-a-word-a-pleasure. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-grabbed-a-her-a-hand-a-and-a-led-a-her-a-back-a-to-a-the-a-pillow,-a-where-a-she-a-took-a-the-a-position-a-she'd-a-had-a-earlier—this-a-time-a-naked.-a-He-a-finished-a-feeding-a-her,-a-the-a-food-a-tasting-a-like-a-mud-a-in-a-her-a-mouth. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Finally,-a-he-a-had-a-the-a-food-a-taken-a-away-a-and-a-had-a-settled-a-himself-a-at-a-his-a-desk,-a-warning-a-her-a-not-a-to-a-unfurl-a-from-a-her-a-position.-a-It-a-was-a-an-a-ongoing-a-reminder-a-of-a-her-a-"impetuous-a-actions".-a-He-a-soon-a-dismissed-a-her-a-presence-a-all-a-together-a-as-a-he-a-went-a-through-a-the-a-tidy-a-stacks-a-of-a-papers-a-on-a-his-a-desk. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-was-a-awkward-a-for-a-her-a-to-a-be-a-this-a-close,-a-even-a-though-a-he-a-had-a-seen-a-her-a-in-a-a-a-vulnerable-a-position.-a-He-a-was-a-forcing-a-her-a-to-a-share-a-space-a-as-a-if-a-they-a-were-a-not-a-in-a-a-a-slave/master-a-dynamic.-a-Soon-a-the-a-quiet-a-sound-a-of-a-his-a-concentration-a-allowed-a-her-a-to-a-fall-a-into-a-her-a-own-a-thoughts. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Her-a-spot-a-on-a-the-a-pillow-a-allowed-a-her-a-to-a-look-a-out-a-a-a-window-a-on-a-the-a-far-a-side-a-of-a-the-a-room,-a-and-a-even-a-from-a-her-a-position,-a-she-a-could-a-see-a-the-a-large-a-wall-a-that-a-surrounded-a-the-a-entry-a-of-a-his-a-fortress.-a-Cadeon-a-had-a-mentioned-a-that-a-he-a-could-a-have-a-put-a-her-a-out-a-there-a-and-a-she-a-wondered-a-how-a-many-a-Terithian's-a-were-a-out-a-there. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    What-a-was-a-she-a-going-a-to-a-do-a-for-a-them?-a-She-a-had-a-tried-a-to-a-save-a-as-a-many-a-as-a-possible-a-but-a-that-a-had-a-mainly-a-been-a-the-a-people-a-of-a-the-a-capital.-a-She-a-had-a-no-a-idea-a-if-a-Cera-a-or-a-Adrian,-a-or-a-Jenedia-a-had-a-been-a-able-a-to-a-evacuate-a-properly.-a-When-a-the-a-war-a-had-a-been-a-on-a-its-a-last-a-bloody-a-leg,-a-Haldane-a-cut-a-off-a-their-a-means-a-of-a-communication.-a-It-a-had-a-been-a-like-a-a-a-storm-a-that-a-broke-a-all-a-magical-a-lines-a-she-a-had-a-forged-a-between-a-them-a-when-a-the-a-Valliant-a-had-a-been-a-created.-a-Now-a-that-a-she-a-had...been-a-introduced-a-to-a-the-a-Poison-a-Caller,-a-she-a-knew-a-why. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Glancing-a-at-a-her-a-chains,-a-she-a-made-a-a-a-mental-a-note-a-to-a-make-a-sure-a-she-a-killed-a-that-a-bitch. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-could-a-have-a-dispelled-a-it-a-but-a-it-a-would-a-have-a-taken-a-time-a-that-a-she-a-hadn't-a-had.-a-So,-a-they-a-had-a-had-a-to-a-depend-a-on-a-messengers,-a-which-a-caused-a-them-a-to-a-lose-a-their-a-edge-a-to-a-stay-a-above-a-Haldane-a-forces. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    They'd-a-had-a-to-a-evacuate-a-as-a-many-a-as-a-they-a-could-a-and-a-they-a-had-a-all-a-made-a-decisions-a-based-a-on-a-their-a-own-a-judgement,-a-independent-a-of-a-the-a-others.-a-She-a-had-a-done-a-the-a-best-a-she-a-could-a-but-a-damn-a-it,-a-she-a-could-a-have-a-done-a-more. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Especially,-a-where-a-Jenedia-a-had-a-been-a-concerned.-a-She-a-had-a-not-a-found-a-him-a-and-a-when-a-she-a-had-a-asked-a-Cadeon-a-about-a-him-a-on-a-their-a-trip-a-to-a-Sytadel,-a-he-a-hadn't-a-said-a-anything.-a-That-a-old-a-fool-a-had-a-come-a-back-a-for-a-her-a-after-a-she-a-specifically-a-told-a-him-a-not-a-to.-a-She-a-could-a-barely-a-get-a-herself-a-out-a-of-a-the-a-country-a-but-a-Jenedia-a-had-a-been-a-in-a-her-a-life-a-since-a-she-a-was-a-a-a-little-a-girl.-a-He-a-knew-a-how-a-headstrong-a-she-a-was,-a-how-a-much-a-she-a-led-a-with-a-her-a-heart.-a-Nevertheless,-a-she-a-had-a-sent-a-him-a-away,-a-given-a-him-a-her-a-evacuation-a-route,-a-promising-a-she-a-would-a-catch-a-a-a-way-a-out-a-with-a-Cera-a-and-a-her-a-men. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-had-a-been-a-trying-a-to-a-make-a-it-a-back-a-to-a-Adrian's-a-side-a-because-a-if-a-she-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-be-a-executed-a-it-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-be-a-with-a-him.-a-Jenedia-a-had-a-come-a-back-a-to-a-try-a-to-a-convince-a-her-a-to-a-go-a-to-a-Arelia-a-and-a-save-a-herself. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    But-a-that-a-would-a-have-a-been-a-cowardly-a-and-a-she-a-would-a-not-a-have-a-left-a-Adrian-a-to-a-suffer-a-without-a-her.-a-Thinking-a-of-a-the-a-radical-a-gleam-a-in-a-his-a-eyes-a-that-a-matched-a-hers,-a-she-a-felt-a-a-a-pang-a-in-a-her-a-chest.-a-She-a-prayed-a-to-a-her-a-goddess-a-that-a-Adrian-a-had-a-made-a-it-a-out-a-alive.-a-He-a-had-a-made-a-himself-a-the-a-face-a-of-a-their-a-rebellion-a-to-a-hide-a-her-a-from-a-the-a-Haldane-a-officials. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    That's-a-why-a-the-a-Warlord-a-had-a-sent-a-Braydor-a-after-a-her,-a-instead-a-of-a-Cadeon—who-a-Siyura-a-was-a-sure,-a-was-a-tasked-a-with-a-capturing-a-Jenedia.-a-He-a-had-a-in-depth-a-military-a-experience-a-that-a-earned-a-him-a-a-a-position-a-to-a-head-a-Terithia's-a-army. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    But-a-now-a-he-a-was-a-in-a-the-a-hands-a-of-a-the-a-Chaotic-a-King-a-and-a-the-a-Warlord. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "My-a-lord,-a-may-a-I-a-ask-a-a-a-question?"-a-she-a-said-a-ignoring-a-her-a-voice-a-that-a-had-a-a-a-deep-a-note-a-of-a-sadness. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-may."-a-The-a-Warlord-a-said-a-not-a-looking-a-up-a-at-a-her,-a-as-a-a-a-matter-a-of-a-fact,-a-he-a-seemed-a-to-a-have-a-answered-a-her-a-off-handily. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Where-a-is-a-Jenedia?-a-I-a-hadn't-a-been-a-able-a-to-a-find-a-him-a-when-a-I...got-a-free."-a-She-a-doubted-a-he-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-answer-a-her.-a-She-a-would-a-not-a-have-a-if-a-a-a-Haldane-a-prisoner-a-had-a-asked-a-her-a-that-a-question. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord,-a-obviously,-a-had-a-no-a-qualms-a-about-a-it,-a-"He's-a-gone." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-said-a-nothing-a-more. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    ***** 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-had-a-kept-a-her-a-there-a-for-a-a-a-good-a-chunk-a-of-a-the-a-day,-a-not-a-letting-a-her-a-move,-a-or-a-stretch.-a-When-a-it-a-was-a-time-a-for-a-the-a-midday-a-meal,-a-he-a-had-a-fed-a-her-a-again-a-from-a-his-a-plate,-a-thankfully-a-they-a-managed-a-not-a-to-a-antagonize-a-each-a-other.-a-By-a-the-a-time-a-he-a-had-a-called-a-in-a-the-a-silent-a-soldiers-a-to-a-retrieve-a-her-a-for-a-the-a-evening,-a-it-a-had-a-been-a-hard-a-as-a-the-a-blood-a-rushed-a-back-a-to-a-her-a-muscles,-a-prickling-a-painfully. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    No-a-one-a-helped-a-her-a-stand-a-but-a-just-a-watched-a-her-a-struggle.-a-When-a-she-a-had-a-gotten-a-to-a-her-a-feet,-a-she-a-had-a-bent-a-down-a-to-a-retrieve-a-the-a-dress-a-that-a-had-a-gathered-a-on-a-the-a-floor. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Leave-a-it,"-a-the-a-Warlord-a-crooned,-a-"I-a-can't-a-have-a-you-a-hiding-a-weapons-a-and-a-attacking-a-people.-a-You'll-a-have-a-to-a-earn-a-back-a-the-a-privilege-a-to-a-wear-a-clothes-a-again." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-had-a-wanted-a-to-a-talk-a-back-a-so-a-badly-a-but-a-the-a-soreness-a-of-a-her-a-back-a-stifled-a-her.-a-For-a-now. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord,-a-watched-a-her-a-make-a-the-a-decision,-a-like-a-an-a-uncanny-a-mind-a-reader-a-and-a-then-a-he-a-looked-a-over-a-her-a-shoulder,-a-"You-a-lost-a-the-a-bet,-a-Erikson.-a-I-a-told-a-you-a-she-a-could-a-not-a-be-a-trusted-a-with-a-anything.-a-Strip-a-her-a-room-a-of-a-harmful-a-objects-a-and-a-I-a-expect-a-you-a-to-a-pay-a-me-a-by-a-the-a-end-a-of-a-the-a-day." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    A-a-heavy,-a-amused-a-sigh-a-sounded-a-by-a-her-a-shoulder,-a-"I-a-should-a-have-a-known-a-better." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    What?-a-Had-a-he-a-put-a-that-a-pen-a-in-a-there-a-on-a-purpose?-a-That-a-wasn't-a-possible.-a-He-a-was-a-not-a-that-a-calculated.-a-If-a-that-a-was-a-the-a-case,-a-that-a-meant-a-he-a-had-a-maneuvered-a-her-a-into-a-being-a-punished.-a-Into-a-losing-a-her-a-temper. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Fuck. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Before-a-Siyura-a-could-a-lose-a-her-a-cool,-a-again,-a-the-a-guards-a-were-a-ushering-a-her-a-out-a-of-a-his-a-study.-a-Instead-a-of-a-taking-a-her-a-back-a-to-a-her-a-room,-a-they-a-took-a-her-a-to-a-an-a-empty-a-outdoor-a-courtyard-a-where-a-Erikson-a-told-a-her-a-that-a-this-a-was-a-her-a-time-a-to-a-exercise. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-would-a-have-a-preferred-a-not-a-to-a-be-a-naked-a-but-a-she-a-went-a-through-a-drills-a-that-a-Jenedia-a-and-a-other-a-military-a-men-a-had-a-taught-a-her.-a-She-a-was-a-highly-a-physical-a-and-a-she-a-was-a-thankful-a-to-a-have-a-the-a-opportunity.-a-The-a-guards-a-were-a-at-a-even-a-points-a-and-a-watched-a-her,-a-their-a-faces-a-still-a-impassive.-a-She-a-wondered-a-if-a-these-a-were-a-soldiers-a-that-a-the-a-Warlord-a-trained-a-himself.-a-They-a-were-a-different-a-from,-a-say,-a-Braydor-a-and-a-his-a-sloppy-a-contingent-a-of-a-idiots. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    These-a-men-a-were-a-like-a-moving-a-ice-a-statues. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    In-a-the-a-middle-a-of-a-her-a-workout,-a-she-a-saw-a-that-a-she-a-was-a-not-a-completely-a-without-a-an-a-inanimate-a-audience.-a-There-a-were-a-windows-a-facing-a-out-a-from-a-the-a-courtyard-a-and-a-faces-a-were-a-looking-a-at-a-her.-a-It-a-was-a-as-a-if-a-she-a-was-a-a-a-foreign-a-animal-a-under-a-observation-a-and-a-it-a-raked-a-against-a-her-a-nerves. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I'm-a-finished."-a-She-a-said-a-ready-a-to-a-leave. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-need-a-to-a-go-a-a-a-little-a-bit-a-longer."-a-Erikson-a-said. 
 
      
 
   
  
 

   
 
      
 
    She-a-shook-a-her-a-head,-a-tired-a-of-a-instructions,-a-"The-a-sweat-a-is-a-stinging-a-my-a-back." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-said-a-nothing-a-but-a-motioned-a-for-a-them-a-to-a-surround-a-her-a-again,-a-much-a-to-a-her-a-surprise. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    On-a-her-a-way-a-out,-a-she-a-was-a-more-a-than-a-exasperated-a-to-a-see-a-her-a-mother-a-hiding-a-in-a-the-a-shadows-a-of-a-a-a-jutting-a-wall.-a-She-a-had-a-flies-a-buzzing-a-around-a-her-a-and-a-her-a-skin-a-was-a-flaking-a-and-a-falling-a-off-a-as-a-if-a-the-a-evening-a-heat-a-was-a-rotting-a-her.-a-She-a-crooked-a-a-a-finger-a-that-a-was-a-only-a-half-a-there,-a-and-a-pointed-a-up,-a-the-a-bone-a-sticking-a-out. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-narrowed-a-her-a-eyes-a-and-a-looked-a-at-a-a-a-smaller-a-window-a-that-a-was-a-further-a-away.-a-At-a-first,-a-she-a-thought-a-it-a-was-a-just-a-small-a-servant-a-girl-a-who-a-was-a-enamored-a-as-a-much-a-the-a-rest-a-of-a-them-a-at-a-a-a-foreign-a-thing-a-in-a-their-a-midst. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Something-a-was-a-different-a-and-a-she-a-did-a-not-a-know-a-what-a-that-a-something-a-was.-a-As-a-she-a-made-a-eye-a-contact-a-with-a-the-a-little-a-girl,-a-the-a-small-a-thing-a-widened-a-her-a-eyes-a-and-a-took-a-flight-a-from-a-the-a-window. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    When-a-Siyura-a-was-a-taken-a-to-a-Umla's-a-empty-a-kitchen,-a-a-a-tub-a-waiting-a-for-a-her-a-to-a-bathe,-a-it-a-was-a-still-a-a-a-knot-a-in-a-her-a-chest. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    **** 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-walked-a-into-a-the-a-hall,-a-his-a-people-a-standing-a-up-a-in-a-respect.-a-He-a-waved-a-them-a-back-a-down-a-and-a-when-a-he-a-took-a-a-a-seat-a-in-a-the-a-chair-a-of-a-his-a-father—the-a-flurry-a-of-a-normal-a-dinner-a-activities-a-bounced-a-off-a-the-a-walls.-a-Though-a-most-a-had-a-eaten-a-at-a-his-a-instruction,-a-the-a-adults-a-were-a-still-a-there,-a-the-a-smell-a-of-a-celebration-a-and-a-ale-a-in-a-the-a-air.-a-The-a-hour-a-and-a-fueling-a-of-a-alcohol-a-meant-a-the-a-children-a-had-a-been-a-put-a-to-a-bed-a-and-a-the-a-merriment-a-had-a-turned-a-into-a-pleasure-a-seeking. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-had-a-made-a-it-a-to-a-dinner-a-late,-a-wrapping-a-up-a-stipends-a-that-a-needed-a-to-a-be-a-awarded-a-to-a-families-a-of-a-some-a-of-a-his-a-lost-a-soldiers.-a-He-a-sent-a-a-a-letter-a-of-a-success-a-involving-a-Cerawynd's-a-capture-a-and-a-arranged-a-to-a-interrogate-a-her-a-when-a-Farrow-a-returned.-a-He-a-had-a-dispatched-a-a-a-team-a-to-a-monitor-a-the-a-Lord—to-a-ensure-a-that-a-he-a-didn't-a-get-a-distracted-a-in-a-whatever-a-it-a-was-a-that-a-distracted-a-Farrow's-a-addled-a-mind.-a-He-a-didn't-a-think-a-Farrow-a-would-a-fuck-a-up-a-and-a-lose-a-Cera-a-but-a-he-a-didn't-a-want-a-to-a-take-a-a-a-chance-a-of-a-her-a-getting-a-free-a-and-a-trying-a-to-a-make-a-it-a-into-a-Askea.-a-Or-a-worse,-a-trying-a-to-a-liberate-a-the-a-witch. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-had-a-to-a-go-a-out-a-to-a-the-a-port-a-where-a-he-a-and-a-the-a-general-a-in-a-charge-a-of-a-his-a-sea-a-battalion-a-went-a-over-a-the-a-damage-a-that-a-had-a-been-a-sustained-a-to-a-his-a-ships-a-and-a-their-a-inventory. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    That-a-reminded-a-him,-a-that-a-he-a-needed-a-to-a-seize-a-Adrian-a-Marrokson-a-as-a-quickly-a-as-a-possible.-a-That-a-he-a-had-a-made-a-it-a-into-a-Askea—Haldane's-a-main-a-rival-a-in-a-military-a-prowess--a-was-a-going-a-to-a-be-a-a-a-problem.-a-The-a-Warlord-a-was-a-fond-a-of-a-challenges,-a-however,-a-and-a-extracting-a-him-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-be-a-tricky.-a-Adrian-a-had-a-been-a-clever-a-in-a-going-a-into-a-Askea-a-considering-a-that-a-the-a-bureaucracy-a-there-a-would-a-not-a-extradite-a-any-a-criminal-a-back-a-into-a-Haldane-a-because-a-of-a-their-a-trophy-a-slave-a-culture.-a-While-a-it-a-made-a-those-a-criminals-a-Askea's-a-problem,-a-it-a-also-a-was-a-causing-a-mounting-a-tension-a-because-a-people-a-like-a-Adrian-a-had-a-a-a-cesspool-a-to-a-fester-a-in-a-and-a-adapt-a-to-a-come-a-challenge-a-Haldane-a-again. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-was-a-sure-a-Queen-a-Cassandra-a-and-a-her-a-generals-a-received-a-Adrian-a-with-a-open-a-and-a-suggestive-a-arms.-a-There-a-had-a-been-a-pockets-a-of-a-Askea-a-intelligence-a-bands-a-that-a-had-a-crossed-a-his-a-path-a-much-a-to-a-their-a-misfortunes.-a-Askea-a-had-a-pretended-a-not-a-to-a-be-a-involved-a-in-a-their-a-battle-a-with-a-Terithia-a-but-a-he-a-had-a-found-a-weapons-a-that-a-his-a-own-a-sources-a-informed-a-him-a-had-a-been-a-fashioned-a-there. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-witch-a-was-a-not-a-where-a-he-a-wanted-a-her-a-to-a-be-a-to-a-reveal-a-any-a-information-a-about-a-Adrian-a-who-a-was-a-running-a-the-a-rebellion-a-with-a-her.-a-The-a-pieces-a-of-a-their-a-power-a-dynamic-a-were-a-starting-a-to-a-fall-a-into-a-place-a-and-a-he-a-was-a-sure-a-Siyura-a-was-a-the-a-one-a-he-a-needed-a-to-a-have-a-a-a-reign-a-on. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Which-a-gave-a-him-a-the-a-leisure-a-to-a-try-a-to-a-capture-a-Adrian-a-and-a-play-a-with-a-the-a-witch. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    By-a-the-a-time-a-he-a-had-a-been-a-done,-a-he-a-was-a-sharp-a-with-a-tension-a-and-a-he-a-wanted-a-to-a-dull-a-himself. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-didn't-a-prefer-a-to-a-spend-a-much-a-his-a-time-a-around-a-Haldane,-a-really-a-tolerating-a-only-a-the-a-courts-a-of-a-the-a-Chaotic-a-King.-a-He-a-let-a-Daendrin-a-take-a-on-a-the-a-hospitality-a-of-a-dealing-a-with-a-the-a-people—only-a-venturing-a-out-a-to-a-enforce-a-disputes-a-that-a-would-a-end-a-in-a-unnecessary-a-bloodshed.-a-It-a-was-a-a-a-situation-a-that-a-suited-a-all-a-of-a-them-a-because-a-it-a-kept-a-the-a-citizens-a-of-a-Haldane-a-civilized.-a-Thankfully,-a-his-a-reputation-a-kept-a-them-a-from-a-making-a-too-a-much-a-of-a-a-a-nuisance-a-of-a-themselves. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Speaking-a-of,-a-he-a-watched-a-his-a-prized-a-concubine,-a-float-a-into-a-the-a-room,-a-dazzling-a-those-a-who-a-still-a-were-a-in-a-awe-a-of-a-her-a-presence.-a-Lady-a-Penelope-a-was-a-tall-a-for-a-a-a-woman-a-and-a-was-a-every-a-bit-a-like-a-a-a-goddess-a-among-a-mortals.-a-Her-a-white-a-blonde-a-hair-a-artfully-a-braided,-a-jewels-a-that-a-he-a-had-a-given-a-her,-a-woven-a-into-a-sections.-a-She-a-wore-a-a-a-white-a-satin-a-gown-a-that-a-was-a-so-a-thin,-a-he-a-could-a-see-a-the-a-delicate-a-outline-a-of-a-her-a-nipples-a-and-a-the-a-V-a-of-a-her-a-sex-a-with-a-each-a-movement.-a-Her-a-face-a-was-a-beautiful-a-but-a-only-a-a-a-fool-a-could-a-miss-a-the-a-permanent-a-scoff-a-that-a-tinged-a-those-a-aristocratic-a-features. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-had-a-finally-a-decided-a-to-a-make-a-an-a-appearance—done-a-with-a-sulking,-a-as-a-was-a-her-a-habit. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Her-a-absence-a-was-a-more-a-than-a-likely-a-due-a-to-a-Siyura-a-being-a-brought-a-into-a-the-a-estate.-a-Penelope-a-was-a-a-a-vain-a-and-a-nosey-a-creature-a-so-a-he-a-was-a-not-a-surprised-a-to-a-see-a-her-a-coming-a-toward-a-him,-a-her-a-eyes-a-flashing-a-with-a-lust-a-and-a-anger. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-slid-a-into-a-his-a-lap,-a-not-a-waiting-a-for-a-permission,-a-but-a-he'd-a-address-a-that-a-later. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-kissed-a-his-a-neck,-a-"My-a-lord,-a-I've-a-missed-a-you."-a-She-a-said,-a-her-a-voice-a-more-a-dainty-a-than-a-one-a-would-a-expect. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-took-a-another-a-drink-a-of-a-his-a-wine,-a-"Have-a-you,-a-darling?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-made-a-a-a-petulant-a-noise,-a-wrapping-a-herself-a-closely-a-to-a-his-a-body,-a-"You-a-know-a-I-a-have.-a-You've-a-purposely-a-kept-a-yourself-a-from-a-me.-a-That-a-is-a-very-a-cruel-a-considering-a-I-a-am-a-very-a-dedicated-a-to-a-you.-a-I've-a-been-a-on-a-my-a-best-a-behavior-a-and-a-hurts-a-me-a-that-a-you-a-haven't-a-noticed." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Of-a-course,-a-he-a-had-a-noticed.-a-The-a-snide-a-behavior-a-toward-a-the-a-other-a-girls-a-had-a-only-a-stopped-a-because-a-he-a-had-a-to-a-punish-a-her.-a-Penelope-a-was-a-normally-a-good-a-about-a-hiding-a-her-a-cruel-a-streak-a-towards-a-the-a-others-a-but-a-he-a-missed-a-nothing.-a-He-a-had-a-then-a-punished-a-the-a-other-a-women-a-for-a-allowing-a-it-a-to-a-happen. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-was-a-sure-a-she-a-had-a-not-a-altogether-a-stopped-a-but-a-gotten-a-craftier-a-about-a-it,-a-which-a-pleased-a-him.-a-Until-a-his-a-other-a-concubines-a-told-a-him-a-anything,-a-he-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-let-a-them-a-sort-a-it-a-out-a-themselves. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Because-a-he-a-loved-a-playing-a-God. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-didn't-a-come-a-to-a-my-a-bed,"-a-she-a-said-a-picking-a-up-a-his-a-hand-a-and-a-kissing-a-his-a-knuckles,-a-"surely-a-there-a-must-a-be-a-something-a-keeping-a-you-a-away-a-from-a-me." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-know-a-very-a-well-a-what-a-I've-a-been-a-doing."-a-He-a-said-a-gripping-a-the-a-nape-a-of-a-her-a-neck.-a-Temper-a-flashed-a-in-a-her-a-eyes-a-but-a-she-a-did-a-not-a-pull-a-away.-a-She-a-knew-a-better. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-pulled-a-her-a-voluptuous-a-mouth-a-down-a-into-a-a-a-frown,-a-"But-a-I-a-did-a-not-a-think-a-you-a-would-a-not-a-come-a-see-a-me.-a-I've-a-missed-a-you-a-in-a-my-a-bed,-a-my-a-Lord." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-wiggled-a-in-a-his-a-lap,-a-her-a-ass-a-coming-a-up-a-against-a-his-a-cock,-a-"Your-a-gifts-a-of-a-jewels-a-and-a-clothes-a-are-a-not-a-enough.-a-I-a-miss-a-you-a-pleasuring-a-me.-a-I-a-strain-a-in-a-my-a-bed-a-at-a-night-a-because-a-you're-a-too-a-cruel-a-to-a-attend-a-to-a-me." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-gave-a-him-a-a-a-wanton-a-smile,-a-"Unless-a-there's-a-something-a-else-a-keeping-a-you-a-satisfied,-a-my-a-Lord." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-did-a-not-a-take-a-the-a-bait.-a-Instead,-a-he-a-took-a-his-a-hand-a-from-a-her-a-grasp-a-and-a-lowered-a-the-a-strap-a-on-a-her-a-shoulder,-a-exposing-a-her-a-breast,-a-her-a-coral-a-nipple-a-hardened-a-from-a-a-a-piercing.-a-Even-a-the-a-jewelry-a-she-a-had-a-decorated-a-the-a-bar-a-with,-a-was-a-brilliant-a-and-a-feminine.-a-She-a-dipped-a-her-a-finger-a-into-a-his-a-wine-a-and-a-swiped-a-it-a-over-a-the-a-jewelry. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    His-a-mouth-a-latched-a-onto-a-her-a-nipple.-a-The-a-taste-a-of-a-the-a-wine-a-and-a-whatever-a-she-a-used-a-on-a-her-a-skin,-a-coming-a-into-a-a-a-marriage-a-on-a-his-a-tongue.-a-He-a-used-a-his-a-teeth-a-to-a-pull-a-on-a-the-a-jewelry. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-pain-a-made-a-her-a-gasp,-a-but-a-nothing-a-she-a-was-a-not-a-used-a-to—she-a-was-a-purposely-a-goading-a-him-a-with-a-her-a-veiled-a-coyness.-a-Penelope-a-had-a-a-a-penchant-a-for-a-punishments-a-and-a-liked-a-to-a-push-a-the-a-boundaries-a-of-a-her-a-manners.-a-As-a-edgy-a-as-a-he-a-was-a-feeling,-a-he-a-would-a-happily-a-put-a-her-a-back-a-in-a-her-a-place. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    His-a-hands-a-moved-a-the-a-thin-a-fabric-a-out-a-of-a-place,-a-and-a-found-a-the-a-wet-a-heat-a-of-a-her.-a-His-a-fingers-a-slid-a-between-a-the-a-lips-a-of-a-her-a-pussy,-a-smearing-a-the-a-wetness-a-he-a-found-a-there.-a-She-a-had-a-buried-a-her-a-face-a-into-a-the-a-crook-a-of-a-his-a-neck,-a-trying-a-to-a-control-a-herself-a-from-a-moving-a-against-a-his-a-hand.-a-She-a-did-a-not-a-care-a-that-a-they-a-were-a-in-a-front-a-of-a-the-a-hall,-a-some-a-of-a-which-a-were-a-watching-a-them,-a-most-a-of-a-them-a-trying-a-to-a-pin-point-a-their-a-own-a-possible-a-source-a-of-a-desire. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-felt-a-her-a-lift-a-her-a-hips,-a-grinding-a-herself-a-against-a-his-a-fingers,-a-hoping-a-maybe-a-he-a-would-a-put-a-them-a-inside-a-of-a-her.-a-But-a-not-a-trying-a-too-a-hard,-a-because-a-she-a-knew-a-she-a-wasn't-a-allowed-a-to-a-cum-a-without-a-his-a-permission. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "My-a-Lord..."she-a-moaned-a-against-a-his-a-skin-a-as-a-his-a-thumb-a-massaged-a-her-a-clit. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-wanted-a-him-a-to-a-tell-a-her-a-she-a-had-a-permission-a-but-a-he-a-wasn't-a-going-a-to.-a-Penelope-a-was-a-too-a-spoiled-a-as-a-it-a-was-a-and-a-besides...he-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-need-a-her-a-pent-a-up-a-lustful-a-energy-a-for-a-tonight. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Penelope,"-a-he-a-said-a-removing-a-his-a-hand,-a-and-a-noted-a-her-a-frustration-a-with-a-amusement,-a-"go-a-ready-a-yourself,-a-I'll-a-call-a-you-a-to-a-me-a-when-a-I'm-a-ready." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Her-a-displeasure-a-was-a-replaced-a-with-a-eagerness-a-and-a-she-a-thanked-a-him-a-graciously.-a-As-a-she-a-detangled-a-herself-a-from-a-his-a-lap,-a-she-a-straightened-a-her-a-dress-a-and-a-went-a-to-a-do-a-as-a-she-a-was-a-told.-a-On-a-her-a-way-a-out,-a-his-a-First-a-Guard-a-arrived-a-with-a-the-a-witch,-a-and-a-he-a-saw-a-Penelope-a-slow-a-her-a-movements,-a-the-a-lines-a-of-a-aggression-a-suddenly-a-marking-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-let-a-out-a-a-a-sigh.-a-Penelope-a-clearly-a-had-a-gone-a-too-a-long-a-without-a-instruction. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-beast-a-inside-a-of-a-him-a-was-a-pushing-a-at-a-his-a-skin.-a-The-a-witch-a-was-a-turning-a-out-a-to-a-be-a-more-a-interesting-a-than-a-he-a-had-a-anticipated. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-had-a-not-a-been-a-surprised-a-that-a-she-a-had-a-turned-a-the-a-pen-a-into-a-a-a-weapon.-a-She-a-was-a-used-a-to-a-giving-a-orders,-a-used-a-to-a-defending-a-herself.-a-Couple-a-that-a-with-a-her-a-temper,-a-it-a-had-a-been-a-a-a-delectably-a-safe-a-bet.-a-Siyura-a-was-a-not-a-going-a-to-a-bend-a-to-a-him-a-easily,-a-not-a-even-a-to-a-put-a-on-a-the-a-mask-a-that-a-Penelope-a-had.-a-Even-a-as-a-he-a-had-a-taken-a-a-a-strap-a-to-a-her,-a-even-a-as-a-she-a-had-a-apologized,-a-she-a-hadn't-a-meant-a-it.-a-Oh,-a-maybe-a-for-a-the-a-moment-a-she-a-had-a-but-a-as-a-she-a-had-a-faced-a-him,-a-her-a-chin-a-tilted,-a-her-a-eyes-a-blazed-a-with-a-every-a-emotion,-a-it-a-was-a-quite-a-clear-a-she-a-was-a-made-a-from-a-steel.-a-Her-a-extreme-a-impulsiveness-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-give-a-him-a-much-a-to-a-work-a-with. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    With-a-her-a-bent-a-over-a-his-a-desk,-a-red-a-welts-a-forming-a-on-a-her-a-skin,-a-it-a-had-a-been-a-everything-a-in-a-him-a-not-a-to-a-hold-a-her-a-down-a-and-a-fuck-a-her.-a-She-a-was-a-not-a-anywhere-a-near-a-letting-a-him-a-and-a-it-a-would-a-have-a-been-a-a-a-battle-a-that-a-would-a-have-a-left-a-them-a-both-a-bruised-a-and-a-probably-a-bleeding. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-would-a-have-a-been-a-glorious-a-and-a-still-a-so-a-tempting. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    That-a-would-a-not-a-penetrate-a-that-a-inner-a-strength.-a-That-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-be-a-his-a-biggest-a-challenge-a-with-a-her.-a-Siyura-a-was-a-not-a-an-a-emotionally-a-weak-a-woman-a-and-a-she-a-was-a-used-a-to-a-the-a-violence-a-and-a-brutality-a-of-a-war.-a-Letting-a-her-a-be-a-fuck-a-by-a-Braydor-a-was-a-meant-a-to-a-be-a-a-a-lesson-a-in-a-who-a-was-a-in-a-charge,-a-it-a-had-a-not-a-been-a-initiated-a-to-a-break-a-her.-a-Forcing-a-her-a-under-a-him-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-let-a-her-a-escape-a-inside-a-of-a-herself—to-a-give-a-her-a-more-a-reason-a-to-a-build-a-her-a-reserve.-a-Her-a-inner-a-thought-a-process-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-be-a-what-a-he-a-need-a-to-a-dissolve. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    No,-a-she-a-would-a-never-a-be-a-Penelope.-a-Or-a-any-a-of-a-his-a-others. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    That-a-required-a-her-a-secrets.-a-What-a-made-a-her-a-happy,-a-what-a-scared-a-her,-a-what-a-gave-a-her-a-pleasure?-a-He-a-needed-a-all-a-of-a-it-a-and-a-he-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-get-a-it-a-until-a-he-a-had-a-her-a-heart-a-laid-a-bare-a-on-a-the-a-stone-a-at-a-her-a-feet. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-was-a-not-a-just-a-a-a-prisoner-a-of-a-this-a-war,-a-she-a-was-a-a-a-new-a-project...one-a-that-a-was-a-plucking-a-at-a-his-a-darker-a-taste. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    As-a-some-a-of-a-his-a-First-a-Guard-a-escorted-a-her-a-in,-a-he-a-rotated-a-his-a-hips-a-to-a-try-a-to-a-relieve-a-some-a-of-a-his-a-lust.-a-Siyura-a-was-a-still-a-naked,-a-her-a-body-a-fit,-a-and-a-even-a-though-a-she-a-was-a-vulnerable,-a-she-a-did-a-not-a-show-a-any-a-reactions-a-to-a-the-a-jeers-a-of-a-the-a-people-a-in-a-hall.-a-She-a-carried-a-herself-a-as-a-if-a-she-a-was-a-still-a-in-a-charge-a-and-a-her-a-face-a-was-a-bored. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-was-a-pretentious-a-and-a-the-a-urged-a-to-a-rip-a-it-a-out-a-of-a-her-a-made-a-his-a-hands-a-twitch. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-had-a-chosen-a-to-a-be-a-beaten-a-rather-a-than-a-to-a-pleasure-a-him-a-and-a-while-a-he-a-relished-a-the-a-chance-a-to-a-do-a-both,-a-her-a-choice-a-had-a-been-a-telling. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-witch-a-could-a-handle-a-violence-a-whether-a-physical-a-or-a-sexual-a-but-a-opted-a-out-a-of-a-sexual-a-acts-a-when-a-faced-a-with-a-the-a-choice-a-of-a-violence. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-glanced-a-at-a-the-a-feminine-a-chains-a-around-a-her-a-waist-a-and-a-wrist-a-keeping-a-her-a-under-a-his-a-control. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    What-a-a-a-delightful-a-advantage. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    ***** 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-stood-a-in-a-the-a-middle-a-of-a-the-a-hall,-a-the-a-noise-a-of-a-sneering-a-faces,-a-all-a-around-a-her.-a-She-a-had-a-not-a-ever-a-been-a-in-a-a-a-situation-a-where-a-it-a-was-a-clear-a-she-a-was-a-hated.-a-She-a-heard-a-insults-a-layered-a-onto-a-her-a-and-a-if-a-she-a-had-a-been-a-a-a-lesser-a-person,-a-she-a-would-a-have-a-been-a-intimidated.-a-As-a-she-a-had-a-walked-a-in,-a-a-a-beautiful-a-woman,-a-even-a-more-a-beautiful-a-than-a-Cadeon,-a-had-a-given-a-her-a-an-a-open-a-look-a-of-a-disgust-a-but-a-before-a-Siyura-a-could-a-scowl-a-back-a-at-a-her-a-she-a-had-a-left-a-the-a-room. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    But-a-these-a-people-a-were-a-not-a-her-a-concern. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-sat-a-in-a-a-a-high-a-chair,-a-speaking-a-to-a-a-a-soldier-a-on-a-his-a-left.-a-He-a-had-a-not-a-acknowledged-a-her-a-when-a-she-a-walked-a-in-a-and-a-as-a-her-a-escort-a-dissipated-a-around-a-her,-a-she-a-took-a-the-a-stance-a-the-a-Warlord-a-had-a-told-a-her-a-to-a-take. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Hands-a-by-a-her-a-side,-a-eyes-a-on-a-him,-a-wait-a-for-a-instruction. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-felt-a-more-a-than-a-exposed-a-now-a-that-a-the-a-wall-a-of-a-silent-a-soldiers-a-had-a-left-a-her.-a-She-a-didn't-a-even-a-see-a-them-a-around-a-the-a-room;-a-it-a-was-a-like-a-they-a-didn't-a-exist. 
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-looked-a-around-a-for-a-Cadeon-a-but-a-didn't-a-see-a-him-a-and-a-she-a-ignored-a-the-a-disappointment-a-that-a-gathered-a-in-a-the-a-pit-a-of-a-her-a-stomach.-a-It-a-got-a-deeper-a-when-a-the-a-Warlord-a-had-a-yet-a-to-a-acknowledge-a-her-a-and-a-she-a-just-a-stood-a-awkwardly,-a-like-a-an-a-unwanted-a-stray. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-wanted-a-to-a-fidget,-a-but-a-years-a-of-a-training-a-kept-a-her-a-still-a-as-a-she-a-waited.-a-She-a-was-a-tempted-a-to-a-just-a-sit-a-down-a-beside-a-his-a-chair-a-but-a-it-a-still-a-hurt-a-to-a-sit-a-on-a-her-a-ass-a-thanks-a-to-a-his-a-stupid-a-belt.-a-Besides,-a-she-a-was-a-sure-a-if-a-she-a-moved-a-without-a-his-a-permission,-a-she-a-would-a-get-a-worse-a-than-a-a-a-strapping. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Around-a-her-a-people-a-moved,-a-some-a-of-a-the-a-women-a-brushed-a-up-a-against-a-her-a-obnoxiously,-a-snarky-a-looks-a-on-a-their-a-faces.-a-She-a-even-a-felt-a-stray-a-hands-a-touching-a-ass-a-and-a-someone-a-rubbed-a-one-a-of-a-the-a-welts-a-on-a-her-a-back.-a-She-a-clenched-a-her-a-teeth—fighting-a-to-a-keep-a-from-a-breaking-a-someone's-a-arm. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    If-a-the-a-Warlord-a-didn't-a-acknowledge-a-her-a-soon,-a-she-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-do-a-something...bad.-a-The-a-only-a-thing-a-that-a-kept-a-her-a-in-a-place-a-was-a-remembering-a-the-a-pen-a-and-a-that-a-he-a-probably-a-wanted-a-her-a-to-a-do-a-something-a-that-a-would-a-end-a-up-a-in-a-her-a-being-a-disciplined. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Keep-a-your-a-head,-a-Siyura,-a-Be-a-useful-a-before-a-he-a-acknowledges-a-you.-a-The-a-anchor,-a-remember? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Fuck,-a-she-a-thought,-a-with-a-a-a-jolt-a-of-a-surprise.-a-She-a-was-a-supposed-a-to-a-be-a-looking-a-for-a-the-a-anchor-a-to-a-break-a-the-a-spell-a-on-a-her-a-chains.-a-She-a-felt-a-a-a-wriggle-a-of-a-the-a-same-a-emotion-a-she-a-had-a-felt-a-in-a-the-a-courtyard-a-when-a-she-a-saw-a-that-a-little-a-girl.-a-She-a-wasn't-a-used-a-to-a-be-a-cut-a-off-a-from-a-magic.-a-It-a-had-a-been-a-such-a-an-a-integrated-a-part-a-of-a-her-a-identity. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Like-a-a-a-water-a-spout-a-suddenly-a-drying-a-up. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-was-a-hard-a-to-a-rely-a-on-a-instinct-a-that-a-was-a-not-a-guaranteed. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-looked-a-around-a-the-a-hall-a-and-a-didn't-a-see-a-anything-a-worth-a-noting.-a-The-a-women-a-of-a-the-a-estate-a-decorated-a-it,-a-clearly,-a-because-a-the-a-color-a-scheme-a-while-a-very-a-masculine-a-was-a-very-a-cohesive.-a-On-a-the-a-wall,-a-behind-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-throne-a-was-a-a-a-very-a-large-a-sword,-a-with-a-a-a-bejeweled-a-hilt-a-and-a-various-a-other-a-beautiful-a-weapons.-a-Those-a-didn't-a-seem-a-like-a-an-a-obvious-a-source-a-but-a-what-a-did-a-she-a-know-a-about-a-what-a-he-a-was-a-and-a-was-a-not-a-attached-a-to? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Above-a-the-a-weapons,-a-was-a-the-a-large-a-mounted-a-head-a-of-a-a-a-wolf.-a-It-a-had-a-clearly-a-been-a-hunted-a-for-a-sport-a-and-a-she-a-couldn't-a-fault-a-that.-a-The-a-wolf-a-had-a-black-a-fur-a-that-a-could-a-possibly-a-still-a-be-a-soft-a-to-a-the-a-touch.-a-Its-a-eyes-a-had-a-been-a-preserved-a-and-a-she-a-would-a-wager-a-that-a-mirrors-a-had-a-been-a-placed-a-in-a-the-a-pupils,-a-so-a-alive-a-were-a-they.-a-She-a-wondered-a-if-a-the-a-Warlord-a-had-a-killed-a-it. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Witch."-a-She-a-heard-a-a-a-voice-a-say-a-sternly. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-was-a-brought-a-back-a-to-a-her-a-reality-a-and-a-saw-a-that-a-the-a-Warlord-a-was-a-staring-a-at-a-her,-a-his-a-finger-a-crooked. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Come-a-here."-a-He-a-demanded. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-braced-a-herself-a-and-a-walked-a-to-a-him,-a-hoping-a-that-a-he-a-would-a-offer-a-her-a-his-a-food. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    That-a-was-a-quickly-a-extinguished-a-when-a-he-a-motioned-a-for-a-her-a-to-a-sit-a-in-a-his-a-lap. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Play-a-the-a-part,-a-she-a-told-a-herself-a-taking-a-a-a-deep-a-breath-a-and-a-doing-a-as-a-she-a-was-a-told.-a-She-a-tried-a-to-a-keep-a-herself-a-as-a-distant-a-from-a-his-a-body-a-as-a-she-a-could.-a-The-a-Warlord-a-obviously-a-was-a-not-a-satisfied-a-with-a-how-a-she-a-had-a-positioned-a-herself,-a-because-a-he-a-turned-a-her-a-around-a-so-a-she-a-was-a-facing-a-the-a-hall-a-and-a-put-a-each-a-of-a-her-a-legs-a-over-a-his-a-knees. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-had-a-a-a-suspicion-a-that-a-he-a-was-a-testing-a-her-a-boundaries. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Did-a-you-a-enjoy-a-your-a-afternoon?"-a-he-a-asked-a-in-a-her-a-ear,-a-his-a-hands-a-settling-a-on-a-her-a-waist-a-pulling-a-her-a-back-a-flush-a-to-a-his-a-chest.-a-His-a-fingertips-a-skipped-a-over-a-her-a-skin-a-making-a-her-a-stifle-a-a-a-shiver. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-did,-a-my-a-Lord."-a-She-a-said-a-her-a-voice-a-dispassionate-a-even-a-though-a-she-a-wanted-a-to-a-claw-a-him-a-for-a-daring-a-to-a-touch-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    His-a-hands-a-squeezed-a-her-a-ribs,-a-then-a-dragging-a-against-a-her-a-skin,-a-slowly-a-cupped-a-her-a-breast,-a-holding-a-the-a-weight-a-in-a-his-a-palms. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-know,"-a-he-a-said,-a-pinching-a-her-a-nipples-a-roughly,-a-"I-a-was-a-wrong-a-about-a-what-a-I-a-said." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-did-a-not-a-elaborate-a-and-a-even-a-though-a-she-a-did-a-not-a-want-a-to-a-ask,-a-she-a-knew-a-he-a-wanted-a-her-a-to. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "About-a-what...sir?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-laughed,-a-more-a-relaxed-a-than-a-he-a-had-a-been-a-in-a-the-a-study,-a-"About-a-your-a-appeal.-a-It-a-was-a-ignorance-a-on-a-my-a-part...I-a-should-a-have-a-touched-a-you-a-first."-a-He-a-pinched-a-her-a-again. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-could-a-see-a-people-a-turning-a-to-a-look-a-at-a-them,-a-their-a-surprisingly-a-clean-a-faces-a-watching-a-them-a-with-a-smugness-a-and-a-lust. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-did-a-not-a-want-a-to-a-be-a-an-a-"entertainment-a-animal"-a-or-a-to-a-give-a-him-a-any-a-type-a-of-a-pleasure. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    His-a-hands-a-dipped-a-down-a-and-a-clutched-a-the-a-crease-a-of-a-her-a-thighs,-a-"Relax,-a-witch,-a-you're-a-not-a-going-a-to-a-leave-a-until-a-I-a-let-a-you."-a-He-a-said-a-pressing-a-erection-a-against-a-the-a-crease-a-of-a-her-a-ass,-a-a-a-want-a-and-a-threat-a-wrapped-a-into-a-one. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "It's-a-not-a-your-a-fault,-a-really,"-a-he-a-said-a-when-a-she-a-remained-a-silent,-a-"You're-a-too-a-high-strung-a-to-a-accept-a-me-a-as-a-your-a-master-a-right-a-now.-a-It'll-a-take-a-some-a-time-a-to-a-get-a-there-a-but-a-if-a-you-a-continue-a-to-a-fight-a-me—it'll-a-only-a-be-a-hard-a-on-a-you." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-had-a-hummed-a-that-a-last-a-part-a-and-a-she-a-thought-a-that-a-the-a-realm-a-would-a-turn-a-inside-a-out-a-before-a-she-a-ever-a-submitted-a-herself-a-to-a-him-a-willingly. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    His-a-knees-a-stretched-a-her-a-legs-a-further,-a-her-a-pussy-a-exposed-a-to-a-anyone-a-who-a-chose-a-to-a-look.-a-She-a-felt-a-his-a-hand-a-settle-a-over-a-the-a-sensitive-a-skin.-a-"Ask-a-me-a-to-a-touch-a-you."-a-He-a-said-a-in-a-her-a-ear. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "And-a-if-a-I-a-don't?"-a-she-a-snapped,-a-not-a-caring-a-that-a-she-a-hadn't-a-addressed-a-him-a-appropriately. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Then-a-you'll-a-be-a-reprimanded-a-and-a-I-a-can-a-assure-a-you,-a-I-a-won't-a-take-a-mercy-a-on-a-your-a-back."-a-He-a-said-a-ominously,-a-pinching-a-her-a-clit-a-sending-a-a-a-jolt-a-through-a-her-a-belly.-a-She-a-seethed-a-on-a-the-a-inside,-a-furious-a-that-a-he-a-thought-a-he-a-could-a-bare-a-her-a-to-a-all-a-these-a-people.-a-Submitting-a-to-a-Braydor-a-had-a-been-a-one-a-thing,-a-but-a-letting-a-the-a-Warlord-a-touch-a-her-a-like-a-a-a-possession? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Do-a-you-a-not-a-want-a-me-a-to-a-touch-a-you,-a-slave?"-a-he-a-asked-a-in-a-a-a-neutral-a-tone-a-she-a-didn't-a-trust. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Her-a-slowness-a-to-a-answer-a-was-a-her-a-downfall.-a-Before-a-she-a-knew-a-it,-a-she-a-felt-a-a-a-slap-a-on-a-her-a-sensitive-a-lips,-a-and-a-she-a-let-a-out-a-a-a-sharp-a-curse.-a-She-a-grabbed-a-his-a-hand-a-to-a-try-a-to-a-stop-a-him-a-but-a-she-a-ended-a-up-a-just-a-hanging-a-on-a-while-a-he-a-stroked-a-her.-a-A-a-low,-a-dull-a-ache-a-was-a-forming-a-a-a-knot-a-and-a-she-a-felt-a-dismayed. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-said-a-stop-a-it!"-a-she-a-shouted-a-and-a-tried-a-to-a-shoot-a-out-a-from-a-his-a-lap. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-caught-a-her-a-hair-a-and-a-pulled-a-her-a-back,-a-this-a-time-a-wrapping-a-an-a-arm-a-around-a-her-a-throat,-a-trapping-a-her-a-in. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "That's-a-going-a-to-a-cost-a-you,-a-witch."-a-He-a-licked-a-her-a-temple-a-and-a-she-a-heard-a-a-a-low-a-buzz-a-of-a-laughter. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    They-a-had-a-become-a-the-a-center-a-of-a-attention-a-now-a-and-a-Siyura-a-realized-a-that-a-everyone-a-was-a-waiting-a-for-a-something.-a-A-a-chill-a-crawled-a-up-a-her-a-spine-a-and-a-she-a-told-a-herself-a-that-a-whatever-a-was-a-coming-a-was-a-not-a-going-a-to-a-break-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-thrust-a-her-a-away-a-from-a-him-a-and-a-she-a-tumbled-a-to-a-the-a-floor.-a-Before-a-she-a-could-a-gather-a-her-a-senses,-a-his-a-boot-a-landed-a-on-a-her-a-neck,-a-pinning-a-her-a-to-a-the-a-ground.-a-It-a-was-a-more-a-than-a-she-a-could-a-handle. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Get.-a-Your.-a-Fucking.-a-Boot.-a-Off."-a-She-a-spat-a-afraid-a-to-a-yank-a-away-a-in-a-the-a-possibility-a-he-a-would-a-hurt-a-her-a-neck. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Did-a-you-a-hear-a-that-a-everyone?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    They-a-answered-a-him-a-in-a-outrage-a-mixed-a-with-a-eagerness. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Can-a-you-a-imagine-a-this-a-Terithian-a-scum-a-ordering-a-me-a-about?"-a-The-a-Warlord-a-drawled-a-increasing-a-the-a-pressure-a-of-a-his-a-boot-a-and-a-the-a-indignation-a-of-a-the-a-men-a-and-a-women-a-in-a-front-a-of-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Punish-a-her!" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Make-a-her-a-pay,-a-my-a-Lord!" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    They-a-shouted-a-and-a-converged-a-like-a-a-a-pack-a-of-a-dogs-a-waiting-a-to-a-be-a-fed.-a-It-a-didn't-a-help-a-that-a-half-a-of-a-them-a-were-a-drunk-a-and-a-craving-a-for-a-some-a-type-a-of-a-flesh-a-sport. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
   
  
 

 "Silence,"-a-The-a-Warlord-a-said,-a-the-a-word-a-muting-a-the-a-noise-a-effectively,-a-"Erikson,-a-bring-a-her-a-in!" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    There-a-was-a-a-a-loud-a-cheer-a-and-a-from-a-her-a-spot-a-on-a-the-a-floor,-a-she-a-could-a-see-a-the-a-corridor-a-that-a-led-a-to-a-the-a-kitchen-a-and-a-servant's-a-quarters,-a-flitted-a-with-a-shadows.-a-Siyura-a-wasn't-a-sure-a-what-a-was-a-happening-a-when-a-she-a-saw-a-her-a-normal-a-escort-a-coming-a-closer-a-and-a-closer-a-to-a-them.-a-There-a-was-a-a-a-slight-a-flurry-a-of-a-motion-a-and-a-with-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-boot-a-firmly-a-on-a-her,-a-it-a-took-a-her-a-moment-a-to-a-realize-a-that-a-they-a-were-a-escorting-a-a-a-woman-a-who-a-had-a-to-a-movements-a-of-a-a-a-trapped-a-animal. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-know-a-I-a-can't-a-compete-a-with-a-the-a-performance-a-of-a-last-a-night,-a-but-a-would-a-it-a-be-a-fair-a-if-a-I-a-didn't-a-try?"-a-he-a-announced-a-and-a-Siyura-a-felt-a-dread,-a-know-a-he-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-make-a-her-a-jump-a-to-a-his-a-tune-a-tonight. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-lifted-a-his-a-boot-a-off-a-Siyura's-a-neck-a-and-a-yanked-a-her-a-up-a-from-a-the-a-floor,-a-her-a-vision-a-righting-a-itself-a-to-a-the-a-full-a-picture-a-around-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-wasn't-a-just-a-a-a-nervous-a-woman.-a-It-a-was-a-Lyda. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    With-a-horror,-a-Siyura-a-saw-a-that-a-she-a-had-a-been-a-stripped-a-of-a-all-a-her-a-clothes,-a-her-a-white-a-skin-a-succulent-a-and-a-unmarred-a-in-a-the-a-soft-a-orange-a-light. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Lyda-a-was-a-shivering-a-with-a-fear,-a-her-a-huge-a-eyes-a-luminescent.-a-She-a-was-a-practically-a-vibrating-a-with-a-fear.-a-She-a-didn't-a-know-a-the-a-girl-a-particularly-a-well-a-but-a-something-a-about-a-her-a-reminded-a-her-a-of-a-her-a-younger-a-sister.-a-Even-a-if-a-that-a-hadn't-a-been-a-the-a-issue,-a-Lyda-a-was-a-too-a-innocent-a-looking,-a-too-a-young-a-to-a-be-a-involved-a-in-a-this. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "What-a-do-a-you-a-think-a-you're-a-doing?"-a-she-a-growled-a-at-a-the-a-Warlord. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-narrowed-a-his-a-eyes-a-at-a-her,-a-a-a-low-a-simmering-a-anger-a-at-a-her-a-demands-a-sharpening-a-them,-a-"How-a-many-a-times-a-am-a-I-a-going-a-to-a-have-a-to-a-tell-a-you-a-before-a-you-a-understand?-a-Every-a-time-a-you-a-break-a-one-a-of-a-my-a-rules,-a-you're-a-going-a-to-a-have-a-to-a-face-a-the-a-consequences.-a-Your-a-actions...your-a-irrational-a-behavior-a-will-a-affect-a-others." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-yanked-a-her-a-closer,-a-so-a-he-a-was-a-hovering-a-over-a-her-a-face,-a-"Since-a-you-a-refuse-a-to-a-entertain-a-me,-a-then-a-Lyda-a-is-a-going-a-to-a-do-a-it." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura's-a-eyes-a-widened,-a-"You're-a-a-a-monster!" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-ran-a-his-a-thumb-a-over-a-her-a-lower-a-lip,-a-much-a-like-a-he-a-did-a-the-a-first-a-time-a-they-a-had-a-met,-a-"Darling,-a-you-a-have-a-no-a-idea." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-looked-a-over-a-her-a-head-a-and-a-gave-a-a-a-signal-a-for-a-them-a-to-a-continue. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-heard-a-a-a-broken-a-sob-a-come-a-from-a-Lyda-a-who-a-was-a-trying-a-to-a-hide-a-herself-a-from-a-their-a-public-a-audience. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Please!-a-Please,-a-don't-a-do-a-this!"-a-Lyda-a-said-a-her-a-dialect-a-coming-a-out-a-differently-a-than-a-any-a-other-a-Haldanian-a-she-a-had-a-met. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Get-a-your-a-hands-a-off-a-her!"-a-Siyura-a-yelled-a-but-a-was-a-drowned-a-out-a-by-a-the-a-encouragement-a-of-a-the-a-crowd. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-guards-a-shoved-a-her-a-to-a-the-a-table-a-where-a-the-a-higher-a-ranking-a-officer-a-had-a-vacated.-a-Lyda-a-was-a-crying-a-too-a-much-a-and-a-would-a-not-a-climb-a-up-a-onto-a-the-a-table.-a-Erikson,-a-whispered-a-something-a-in-a-her-a-ear-a-and-a-she-a-shook-a-her-a-head-a-with-a-panic.-a-Clearly,-a-growing-a-tired-a-of-a-her-a-theatrics,-a-he-a-picked-a-her-a-up-a-and-a-pretty-a-much-a-dumped-a-her-a-onto-a-the-a-wooden-a-surface. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-had-a-his-a-chest-a-pressed-a-against-a-Siyura's-a-back,-a-his-a-arms-a-around-a-her-a-waist,-a-"Do-a-you-a-see?-a-Your-a-decisions-a-are-a-ruled-a-by-a-your-a-emotions-a-and-a-if-a-you-a-continue-a-to-a-hold-a-onto-a-them,-a-others-a-will-a-suffer.-a-Lyda-a-stop-a-fidgeting."-a-He-a-barked-a-at-a-the-a-girl-a-and-a-she-a-seemed-a-to-a-freeze-a-like-a-a-a-puppet. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura's-a-body-a-flushed-a-with-a-anger-a-to-a-see-a-her-a-there,-a-trying-a-to-a-curl-a-into-a-herself. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "As-a-I-a-take-a-pity-a-on-a-those-a-who-a-misfortunes-a-aren't-a-faults-a-of-a-their-a-own,-a-I'm-a-sure-a-you'll-a-be-a-happy-a-to-a-hear-a-I'm-a-going-a-to-a-let-a-you-a-pick.-a-Either-a-you-a-get-a-up-a-there-a-and-a-make-a-Lyda-a-cum-a-for-a-all-a-of-a-us-a-or-a-I'm-a-going-a-to-a-let-a-my-a-First-a-Guard-a-fuck-a-her-a-in-a-every-a-hole-a-she-a-has.-a-And-a-wouldn't-a-that-a-be-a-a-a-memorable-a-first-a-time-a-for-a-our-a-sweet-a-Lyda."-a-He-a-droned,-a-resting-a-his-a-chin-a-on-a-her-a-shoulder. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Damn-a-him!-a-Siyura-a-wanted-a-so-a-badly-a-to-a-hit-a-him-a-but-a-with-a-Lyda-a-already-a-on-a-the-a-verge-a-of-a-losing-a-her-a-senses,-a-she-a-had-a-to-a-protect-a-her.-a-She-a-was-a-also-a-not-a-sure-a-if-a-he-a-was-a-telling-a-her-a-the-a-truth.-a-If-a-she-a-had-a-let-a-him-a-paw-a-her,-a-would-a-he-a-have-a-done-a-this?-a-Or-a-did-a-he-a-already-a-have-a-an-a-insight-a-of-a-what-a-drove-a-her?-a-If-a-so,-a-Siyura-a-had-a-a-a-bigger-a-problem-a-than-a-she-a-thought. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-closed-a-her-a-eyes-a-for-a-a-a-moment-a-but-a-then-a-took-a-a-a-deep-a-breath-a-before-a-he-a-could-a-become-a-impatient,-a-"Fine.-a-I'll-a-do-a-it." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-jerked-a-her-a-roughly,-a-"You'll-a-what?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-screamed-a-out-a-angrily,-a-"Fine!-a-I'll-a-do-a-it,-a-SIR!" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-released-a-her-a-and-a-the-a-hecklings-a-started-a-up-a-again.-a-Someone-a-threw-a-a-a-cup-a-of-a-wine-a-on-a-her.-a-It-a-coated-a-her-a-skin-a-and-a-she-a-never-a-in-a-her-a-life-a-had-a-to-a-resist-a-the-a-urge-a-to-a-murder-a-someone. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-had-a-strolled-a-back-a-to-a-his-a-throne-a-and-a-slouched-a-in-a-a-a-relaxed-a-position,-a-his-a-eyes-a-lazy,-a-"Ladies-a-and-a-gentleman,-a-it-a-looks-a-as-a-if-a-we-a-won't-a-be-a-disappointed-a-after-a-all." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-ignored-a-him,-a-which-a-was-a-a-a-feat-a-because-a-the-a-table-a-was-a-right-a-in-a-front-a-of-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Lyda,"-a-she-a-said-a-tugging-a-at-a-her-a-shoulder,-a-trying-a-to-a-unfurl-a-her,-a-"look-a-at-a-me." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Lyda-a-turned-a-her-a-head,-a-her-a-wheat-colored-a-hair-a-covering-a-half-a-of-a-her-a-tear-stained-a-face.-a-Goddess,-a-she-a-was-a-such-a-a-a-pitiful-a-thing.-a-"You-a-have-a-to-a-let-a-me-a-do-a-this." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Lyda-a-shook-a-her-a-head-a-again,-a-"No...I-a-can't...please-a-don't." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura,-a-tampered-a-down-a-her-a-impatience.-a-Did-a-the-a-stupid-a-girl-a-not-a-get-a-what-a-was-a-happening? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Yes,"-a-she-a-said-a-sternly,-a-climbing-a-onto-a-the-a-table,-a-tucking-a-her-a-knees-a-under-a-her,-a-"yes,-a-you-a-have-a-to-a-or-a-he's-a-going-a-to-a-let-a-Erikson-a-and-a-his-a-men-a-do-a-what-a-they-a-want-a-to-a-you." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Her-a-eyes-a-got-a-big-a-and-a-she-a-swallowed-a-turning-a-onto-a-her-a-back. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I...I-a-don't-a-know-a-what-a-to-a-do."-a-She-a-whispered. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I'm-a-losing-a-my-a-patience,-a-witch."-a-The-a-Warlord-a-called,-a-making-a-everyone-a-laugh. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Lyda's-a-eyes-a-closed-a-shortly-a-and-a-Siyura-a-took-a-advantage-a-and-a-straddled-a-Lyda's-a-waist.-a-Her-a-eyes-a-flipped-a-open-a-and-a-she-a-twisted-a-under-a-Siyura. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Lyda,"-a-she-a-snapped,-a-"let-a-me-a-do-a-this-a-so-a-we-a-can-a-both-a-get-a-on-a-with-a-our-a-lives." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-ran-a-her-a-hands-a-over-a-Lyda's-a-breast,-a-small-a-handfuls-a-tipped-a-with-a-delicate,-a-pink-a-nipples.-a-"You're-a-very-a-pretty,-a-Lyda." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-leaned-a-and-a-kissed-a-the-a-skin-a-between-a-Lyda's-a-breasts,-a-making-a-sure-a-to-a-brush-a-her-a-teeth-a-in-a-a-a-gentle-a-love-a-bite.-a-She-a-ignored-a-Lyda's-a-low-a-moans-a-that-a-everyone-a-was-a-watching-a-them.-a-It-a-wouldn't-a-do-a-any-a-good-a-to-a-dwell-a-on-a-the-a-power-a-games-a-the-a-Warlord-a-put-a-her-a-through.-a-All-a-that-a-mattered-a-is-a-she-a-got-a-through-a-them. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-rested-a-her-a-hands-a-on-a-either-a-side-a-of-a-Lyda's-a-head-a-and-a-kissed-a-the-a-side-a-of-a-her-a-neck,-a-then-a-her-a-jaw-a-and-a-finally-a-her-a-mouth-a-that-a-was-a-red-a-and-a-swollen-a-from-a-her-a-biting-a-it. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-felt-a-Lyda-a-take-a-a-a-breath-a-of-a-surprise-a-and-a-her-a-hands-a-went-a-to-a-push-a-at-a-Siyura's-a-shoulders.-a-She-a-caught-a-them-a-and-a-pinned-a-them-a-over-a-her-a-head-a-much-a-to-a-the-a-happiness-a-of-a-the-a-rambunctious-a-crowd.-a-Again,-a-someone-a-threw-a-alcohol-a-on-a-them,-a-the-a-brunt-a-of-a-it-a-slapped-a-on-a-her-a-back.-a-Lyda-a-flinched-a-and-a-blinked-a-away-a-the-a-droplets-a-that-a-had-a-webbed-a-on-a-her-a-lashes. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-was-a-back-a-to-a-looking-a-like-a-she-a-was-a-about-a-to-a-inwardly-a-collapse. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-leaned-a-back-a-down-a-and-a-goaded-a-her-a-mouth-a-open,-a-trying-a-to-a-draw-a-some-a-desire-a-out-a-of-a-her.-a-She-a-massaged-a-her-a-tongue-a-over-a-Lyda's-a-and-a-if-a-she-a-was-a-not-a-so-a-pissed-a-off-a-at-a-the-a-Warlord,-a-she-a-would-a-be-a-amused-a-at-a-the-a-wench-a-who-a-looked-a-appalled-a-by-a-Siyura's-a-mouth-a-working-a-over-a-hers. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Had-a-she-a-never-a-been-a-kissed?-a-Was-a-she-a-really-a-that-a-innocent? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-deepened-a-the-a-kiss,-a-feeling-a-triumph-a-when-a-Lyda-a-played-a-along,-a-mimicking-a-her-a-mouth.-a-She-a-prayed-a-that-a-she-a-kept-a-that-a-energy-a-when-a-Siyura-a-had-a-to-a-push-a-her-a-further.-a-Lyda's-a-tears-a-had-a-not-a-all-a-the-a-way-a-dried-a-up-a-but-a-at-a-least-a-she-a-had-a-stopped-a-her-a-whining-a-protest. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-heard-a-the-a-Warlord-a-make-a-another-a-impatient-a-sound-a-and-a-Siyura-a-placed-a-a-a-softer-a-kiss-a-on-a-her-a-lips-a-and-a-lifted-a-herself-a-up. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-gave-a-Lyda-a-a-a-look-a-that-a-was-a-half-apologetic-a-but-a-determined-a-because-a-she-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-have-a-make-a-her-a-orgasm-a-before-a-the-a-Warlord-a-would-a-let-a-them-a-go.-a-Siyura-a-felt-a-her-a-skin-a-heat-a-up-a-with-a-an-a-emotion-a-she-a-pushed-a-to-a-the-a-side-a-and-a-distanced-a-herself-a-from-a-what-a-was-a-happening.-a-She-a-just-a-hoped-a-Lyda-a-wouldn't-a-be-a-too-a-traumatized-a-and-a-would-a-enjoy-a-the-a-pleasure-a-somewhat. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-gripped-a-her-a-thighs,-a-slowly-a-moving-a-them-a-apart,-a-putting-a-pressure-a-on-a-the-a-soft-a-flesh-a-of-a-her-a-inner-a-thigh.-a-Lyda-a-eventually-a-let-a-her-a-but-a-closed-a-her-a-eyes-a-with-a-a-a-whimper. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-cupped-a-her,-a-feeling-a-the-a-heat-a-from-a-her-a-core. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Lyda-a-propped-a-herself-a-up-a-on-a-her-a-elbows,-a-"Wait!-a-What-a-are-a-you-a-doing?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Without-a-answering-a-her,-a-but-a-holding-a-her-a-gaze,-a-she-a-placed-a-a-a-kiss-a-on-a-Lyda's-a-pussy.-a-Siyura-a-wasn't-a-surprised-a-to-a-see-a-the-a-pink-a-flesh-a-glossy-a-with-a-Lyda's-a-arousal.-a-Virgins-a-were-a-easy-a-to-a-pluck-a-but-a-were-a-tiresome. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Just-a-lay-a-back-a-down."-a-She-a-demanded-a-using-a-the-a-same-a-tone-a-she-a-had-a-used-a-with-a-soldiers-a-when-a-orders-a-were-a-imperative-a-for-a-their-a-survival. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Lyda's-a-breast-a-trembled-a-with-a-her-a-labored-a-breath-a-like-a-she-a-was-a-gearing-a-up-a-to-a-argue-a-but-a-blessedly-a-she-a-did-a-what-a-Siyura-a-told-a-her-a-to-a-do.-a-She-a-pushed-a-Lyda's-a-hips-a-more-a-firmly-a-against-a-the-a-table,-a-giving-a-her-a-more-a-access,-a-and-a-bent-a-back-a-down,-a-flattening-a-her-a-tongue-a-against-a-her-a-silky-a-flesh.-a-Lyda-a-was-a-rich-a-on-a-her-a-tongue-a-and-a-Siyura-a-found-a-herself-a-wanting-a-more-a-of-a-her.-a-She-a-muzzled-a-her-a-mouth-a-against-a-her-a-folds. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Lyda-a-pushed-a-her-a-hips-a-up,-a-letting-a-out-a-a-a-moan-a-that-a-was-a-light-a-and-a-tortured.-a-The-a-people-a-watching-a-them-a-cheered-a-and-a-when-a-Siyura-a-flipped-a-her-a-eyes-a-up,-a-she-a-saw-a-that-a-Lyda-a-had-a-thrown-a-a-a-slender-a-arm-a-over-a-her-a-own-a-and-a-was-a-back-a-to-a-biting-a-her-a-damn-a-lip. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-gripped-a-the-a-crease-a-of-a-her-a-thighs,-a-licked-a-Lyda's-a-pussy-a-again-a-but-a-this-a-time-a-as-a-she-a-was-a-thrusting-a-her-a-hips-a-against-a-Siyura's-a-mouth,-a-she-a-slipped-a-a-a-single-a-finger-a-into-a-her-a-tight-a-hole. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Oh!"-a-Lyda-a-cried-a-and-a-Siyura-a-felt-a-her-a-walls-a-squeeze-a-her-a-finger-a-as-a-if-a-she-a-did-a-not-a-think-a-Siyura-a-knew-a-what-a-she-a-had-a-done. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-didn't-a-stop,-a-instead-a-thrust-a-her-a-finger-a-deeper-a-and-a-at-a-the-a-same-a-time-a-smooth-a-her-a-tongue-a-over-a-Lyda's-a-clit.-a-Aiming-a-up,-a-to-a-the-a-sensitive-a-spot-a-she-a-knew-a-Lyda-a-had-a-never-a-even-a-touched-a-before,-a-she-a-created-a-a-a-forceful-a-rhythm-a-to-a-keep-a-her-a-from-a-sorting-a-through-a-the-a-sensations.-a-Thrusting-a-and-a-sucking.-a-Until-a-Lyda-a-was-a-moving-a-her-a-hips-a-and-a-begging-a-Siyura-a-to-a-stop-a-even-a-though-a-it-a-was-a-clear,-a-she-a-did-a-not-a-want-a-her-a-too. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Please!"-a-Lyda-a-begged-a-and-a-Siyura-a-felt-a-her-a-orgasm-a-barrel-a-down-a-on-a-her.-a-The-a-walls-a-of-a-her-a-pussy-a-clutched-a-her-a-tightly-a-and-a-Lyda's-a-cries-a-mixed-a-in-a-with-a-the-a-onlookers-a-who-a-were-a-cheering-a-wildly. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-slipped-a-out-a-of-a-her-a-and-a-moved-a-back-a-to-a-give-a-her-a-breathing-a-room.-a-She-a-doubted-a-Lyda-a-even-a-really-a-understood-a-what-a-had-a-happened-a-to-a-her-a-body-a-and-a-she-a-felt-a-immense-a-sympathy-a-for-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Nevertheless,-a-as-a-she-a-looked-a-up-a-at-a-the-a-Warlord,-a-letting-a-him-a-know-a-with-a-her-a-eyes-a-that-a-she-a-was-a-victorious,-a-she-a-didn't-a-have-a-time-a-to-a-comfort-a-her.-a-She-a-had-a-her-a-own-a-beasts-a-to-a-battle,-a-the-a-most-a-dangerous-a-one-a-currently-a-staring-a-at-a-her,-a-meeting-a-her-a-challenge-a-and-a-animosity.-a-He-a-was-a-aroused-a-though,-a-she-a-could-a-see-a-the-a-outline-a-of-a-his-a-cock-a-against-a-his-a-pants.-a-If-a-he-a-made-a-her-a-pleasure-a-him,-a-she-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-try-a-to-a-maim-a-him-a-and-a-she-a-did-a-not-a-care-a-if-a-he-a-killed-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-was-a-clicking-a-the-a-nail-a-of-a-his-a-ring-a-finger-a-and-a-thumb-a-together,-a-staring-a-at-a-her-a-with-a-those-a-eerie-a-eyes,-a-thinking-a-of-a-another-a-way-a-to-a-humiliate-a-her,-a-no-a-doubt. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Take-a-Lyda-a-back,-a-she-a-has-a-served-a-her-a-purpose."-a-He-a-said-a-and-a-Erikson-a-or-a-one-a-of-a-the-a-other-a-First-a-Guard-a-scooped-a-her-a-up,-a-she-a-wasn't-a-sure.-a-She-a-was-a-still-a-wrapped-a-in-a-up-a-in-a-her-a-stare-a-down.-a-The-a-buzzing-a-of-a-conversation-a-seemed-a-to-a-have-a-moved-a-away-a-from-a-them-a-now-a-that-a-Lyda-a-was-a-being-a-taken-a-out-a-and-a-for-a-a-a-moment,-a-it-a-was-a-as-a-if-a-she-a-and-a-the-a-Warlord-a-were-a-in-a-their-a-own-a-carved-a-out-a-space. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Finally,-a-the-a-Warlord-a-pointed-a-to-a-the-a-spot-a-in-a-front-a-of-a-him-a-and-a-she-a-sauntered-a-over-a-without-a-battle.-a-He-a-had-a-a-a-servant-a-bring-a-her-a-a-a-plate-a-of-a-food-a-and-a-he-a-fed-a-her,-a-still-a-looking-a-at-a-her-a-with-a-a-a-meticulous-a-gaze. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-did-a-not-a-let-a-her-a-guard-a-down.-a-She-a-knew-a-what-a-he-a-wanted—to-a-make-a-her-a-submit,-a-but-a-his-a-methods-a-seemed-a-to-a-be-a-one-a-thing--a-but-a-she-a-got-a-the-a-horrible-a-feeling-a-that-a-they-a-were-a-altogether-a-something-a-else. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Erikson,-a-take-a-her-a-to-a-my-a-rooms.-a-Chain-a-her." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Yes,-a-sir." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    ***** 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-shadows-a-were-a-spying-a-on-a-him.-a-He-a-was-a-sure-a-of-a-it.-a-They-a-were-a-there-a-with-a-their-a-deadened-a-eyes-a-and-a-whispering-a-accusations. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Chaotic-a-King-a-stood-a-on-a-top-a-of-a-a-a-graveled-a-roof-a-of-a-his-a-castle.-a-The-a-cold-a-wind-a-whipped-a-across-a-his-a-body,-a-stinging-a-because-a-of-a-the-a-altitude. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Of-a-course,-a-the-a-shadows-a-had-a-been-a-summoned.-a-By-a-his-a-enemies,-a-who-a-were-a-supposed-a-to-a-be-a-dead?-a-He-a-had-a-killed-a-them-a-with-a-his-a-own-a-hands—even-a-his-a-brother,-a-the-a-poor-a-fool-a-was-a-deader-a-than-a-dead.-a-Sometimes,-a-his-a-skull-a-would-a-taunt-a-him-a-from-a-his-a-place-a-on-a-the-a-fire-a-place.-a-Telling-a-him-a-his-a-people-a-didn't-a-love-a-him—his-a-Goddess,-a-oh-a-Moira-a-had-a-betrayed-a-him! 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    That's-a-what-a-they-a-had-a-said.-a-That-a-Moira-a-had-a-forsaken-a-him.-a-That-a-was-a-impossible—he-a-was-a-her-a-ever-a-humble-a-servant.-a-He-a-expanded-a-in-a-her-a-name!-a-Slaughtered-a-those-a-who-a-opposed-a-her-a-right-a-to-a-their-a-souls! 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Oh,-a-Goddess,-a-do-a-not-a-leave. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "My-a-King,"-a-said-a-a-a-soft-a-voice,-a-a-a-beautiful-a-voice,-a-"My-a-King,-a-please.-a-You-a-need-a-to-a-calm-a-down." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-was-a-Aylana.-a-The-a-beautiful-a-Aylana-a-who-a-sometimes-a-had-a-cloudy-a-eyes.-a-She-a-was-a-waving-a-at-a-him,-a-coaxing-a-him.-a-Why-a-was-a-she-a-coaxing-a-him? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Oh-a-my-a-darling,-a-I-a-can't-a-tell-a-you,-a-I-a-can't-a-tell-a-you-a-the-a-horrible-a-things-a-the-a-shadows-a-say."-a-He-a-cried-a-looking-a-at-a-her-a-beautiful-a-face. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-was-a-standing-a-in-a-her-a-night-a-silks,-a-ethereal-a-in-a-the-a-moonlight.-a-She-a-had-a-guards-a-with-a-her-a-and-a-they-a-all-a-watched-a-him,-a-fear-a-and-a-confusion-a-in-a-their-a-eyes. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    But-a-that-a-didn't-a-make-a-sense.-a-Darkness.-a-He-a-needed-a-someone-a-who-a-knew-a-darkness.-a-The-a-King-a-felt-a-a-a-fierce-a-victory-a-over-a-his-a-shadow-a-enemies.-a-He-a-knew-a-then. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "The-a-Warlord.-a-Tell-a-him-a-to-a-come-a-to-a-me.-a-Tell-a-him,-a-now." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Madness-a-in-a-Blood-a-Ch.-a-06 
 
      
 
      
 
    Note:-a-Well,-a-here-a-it-a-is!-a-I-a-apologize-a-for-a-how-a-long-a-it-a-took.-a-I-a-really-a-hope-a-you-a-all-a-enjoy-a-this-a-one.-a-I-a-will-a-say-a-it-a-isn't-a-super-a-plot-a-driven—so-a-don't-a-crucify-a-me.-a-The-a-next-a-few-a-chapter-a-are-a-going-a-to-a-be-a-(so-a-be-a-ready-a-for-a-that).-a-Also,-a-as-a-usual,-a-sorry-a-for-a-any-a-errors,-a-ya'll-a-know-a-I'm-a-trying.-a-Thank-a-you-a-all-a-for-a-reading!-a-Your-a-support-a-is-a-super-a-awesome. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    ***** 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Among-a-the-a-Expanse 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Fury-a-ripped-a-through-a-her-a-being,-a-so-a-powerful,-a-the-a-rocks-a-shook-a-in-a-fear. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    This-a-was-a-her-a-fault.-a-She-a-should-a-have-a-been-a-paying-a-attention.-a-She-a-had-a-cloistered-a-here.-a-Her-a-ears-a-turned-a-away-a-from-a-the-a-droll-a-cries-a-of-a-the-a-layered-a-voices-a-vying-a-for-a-her-a-attention.-a-It-a-had-a-all-a-bored-a-her-a-and-a-she-a-had-a-no-a-desire-a-to-a-listen. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    That-a-carelessness-a-had-a-evidently-a-been-a-costly-a-because-a-she-a-had-a-an-a-invader-a-to-a-deal-a-with.-a-A-a-hostile-a-party,-a-She-a-Who-a-Will-a-Not-a-Be,-a-had-a-been-a-thrust-a-into-a-her-a-dominion-a-by-a-that...broken-a-hearted-a-fool.-a-He-a-was-a-arrogant...he-a-had-a-forgotten-a-who-a-she-a-was.-a-She-a-was-a-the-a-authority-a-and-a-he-a-would-a-bow.-a-She-a-Who-a-Will-a-Not-a-Be. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-had-a-been-a-whispered-a-in-a-her-a-ear-a-as-a-she-a-sat-a-so-a-still-a-almost-a-as-a-if-a-she-a-were-a-etched-a-from-a-the-a-stone-a-under-a-her.-a-The-a-one-a-Who-a-Will-a-See,-a-of-a-woe-a-and-a-fair,-a-had-a-leaned-a-in-a-and-a-told-a-her-a-what-a-her-a-right-a-was-a-to-a-know. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    And-a-there-a-would-a-be-a-a-a-reckoning.-a-Until-a-she-a-had-a-her-a-rightful-a-place-a-back.-a-She-a-had-a-forgotten-a-in-a-her-a-exile.-a-The-a-war-a-was-a-not-a-over. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    ****** 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-had-a-her-a-chained...again.-a-Her-a-arms-a-and-a-legs-a-were-a-stretched-a-out-a-in-a-an-a-'X'.-a-Enough-a-room-a-for-a-her-a-to-a-have-a-some-a-slack.-a-Erikson-a-and-a-his-a-band-a-of-a-ice-a-statues-a-had-a-led-a-her-a-to-a-this-a-room-a-and-a-she-a-had-a-been-a-too-a-exhausted-a-to-a-fight-a-them.-a-The-a-room-a-was-a-masculine-a-and-a-she-a-had-a-the-a-terrifying-a-thought-a-that-a-it-a-belonged-a-to-a-the-a-Warlord.-a-There-a-were-a-no-a-personal-a-items-a-that-a-differentiated-a-it-a-so-a-maybe-a-she-a-had-a-no-a-reason-a-to-a-worry.-a-The-a-Warlord-a-didn't-a-seem-a-like-a-a-a-normal-a-being.-a-Not-a-one-a-that-a-allowed-a-his-a-personality-a-to-a-reflect-a-his-a-surroundings. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Why-a-are-a-you-a-in-a-here?"-a-a-a-haughty-a-voice-a-said-a-from-a-the-a-connecting-a-rooms. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-blonde-a-female-a-she-a-had-a-seen-a-earlier-a-walked-a-out,-a-smoothing-a-her-a-hands-a-over-a-one-a-another-a-like-a-she-a-had-a-just-a-put-a-something-a-on-a-them. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-had-a-a-a-sheer-a-lace-a-robe-a-on-a-that-a-connected-a-into-a-a-a-deep-a-V-a-almost-a-to-a-her-a-belly-a-button.-a-Her-a-blonde-a-hair-a-fell-a-in-a-voluminous-a-large-a-curls-a-and-a-Siyura-a-could-a-see-a-her-a-nipples-a-had-a-been-a-pierced. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    That-a-seemed...profane-a-considering-a-how-a-regal-a-she-a-was. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Excuse-a-me?-a-I-a-asked-a-you-a-a-a-question!"-a-she-a-demanded-a-again,-a-her-a-face-a-twisted-a-with-a-annoyance. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Any-a-fool-a-could-a-see-a-she-a-had-a-been-a-chained-a-here.-a-She-a-certainly-a-didn't-a-do-a-this-a-to-a-herself. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-have-a-no-a-idea,-a-whatsoever.-a-If-a-you'd-a-be-a-a-a-dear-a-and-a-unchain-a-me—I'd-a-be-a-most-a-appreciative." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-would-a-be-a-nothing-a-to-a-overpower-a-her...to-a-escape-a-out-a-of-a-this-a-room.-a-The-a-pain-a-from-a-the-a-entrapment-a-curse-a-would-a-be-a-worth-a-it.-a-Maybe-a-it-a-would-a-burn-a-her-a-conscious-a-clean. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Her-a-beautiful-a-mouth-a-pulled-a-down-a-into-a-one-a-of-a-the-a-most-a-sensuous-a-pouts-a-she-a-had-a-ever-a-seen.-a-"He's-a-going-a-to-a-make-a-you-a-one-a-of-a-his-a-concubines,-a-isn't-a-he?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She'd-a-rather-a-die,-a-"I-a-don't-a-have-a-the-a-faintest-a-idea." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-made-a-a-a-sour-a-face-a-at-a-Siyura-a-but-a-then-a-gave-a-her-a-a-a-superior-a-smile,-a-"I'm-a-not-a-one-a-to-a-question-a-his-a-taste-a-but-a-he's-a-seemed-a-to-a-really-a-go-a-into-a-the-a-mud-a-for-a-you-a-didn't-a-he?-a-I-a-mean-a-you-a-have-a-to-a-be-a-the-a-mostly-a-uncomely-a-concubine-a-he-a-has-a-now.-a-I'm-a-sure-a-Raena-a-will-a-be-a-thrilled-a-to-a-know." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-felt-a-her-a-shoulders-a-tighten-a-at-a-the-a-attack.-a-She-a-had-a-put-a-up-a-with-a-too-a-much-a-tonight-a-to-a-have-a-this-a-bitch-a-get-a-catty-a-with-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "If-a-your-a-beauty-a-is-a-enough-a-to-a-sustain-a-him,-a-why-a-does-a-he-a-have-a-other-a-concubines?"-a-She-a-needled-a-and-a-was-a-happy-a-to-a-see-a-the-a-female's-a-face-a-cloud-a-over-a-with-a-insecurity. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-saw-a-it-a-coming-a-but-a-because-a-she-a-was-a-chained-a-up-a-she-a-couldn't-a-stop-a-it.-a-Her-a-hand-a-landed-a-right-a-across-a-her-a-face,-a-the-a-slap-a-rather-a-than-a-hurt—enraged-a-her.-a-Forgetting-a-the-a-chains,-a-she-a-launched-a-herself-a-forward,-a-triumphant-a-when-a-the-a-blonde-a-goddess-a-dropped-a-to-a-the-a-ground-a-and-a-tried-a-to-a-scramble-a-away. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You're-a-an-a-animal!"-a-she-a-screeched-a-as-a-the-a-Warlord-a-sauntered-a-into-a-the-a-room,-a-a-a-brow-a-arched-a-at-a-the-a-scene-a-unfolding-a-before-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Penelope,"-a-he-a-said-a-condescendingly,-a-"I-a-didn't-a-give-a-you-a-permission-a-to-a-interact-a-with-a-my-a-slave.-a-I-a-was-a-looking-a-forward-a-to-a-treating-a-you-a-tonight-a-but-a-you've-a-obviously-a-gone-a-too-a-long-a-without-a-direction.-a-Present-a-yourself.-a-Now." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Penelope-a-gave-a-a-a-nasty-a-look-a-at-a-Siyura-a-but-a-crawled-a-to-a-a-a-spot-a-in-a-the-a-middle-a-of-a-the-a-room-a-and-a-slipped-a-her-a-robe-a-from-a-her-a-body.-a-She-a-was-a-kneeling-a-gracefully-a-on-a-her-a-knees,-a-her-a-hands-a-behind-a-her-a-back,-a-and-a-her-a-eyes-a-hungrily-a-on-a-the-a-Warlord. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "And-a-you,"-a-he-a-said-a-walking-a-up-a-to-a-Siyura,-a-something-a-black-a-hanging-a-from-a-his-a-hands,-a-"are-a-wound-a-up-a-from-a-tonight,-a-I-a-understand.-a-I'm-a-going-a-to-a-save-a-you-a-from-a-those-a-violent-a-tirades-a-you-a-enjoy-a-so-a-much." 
 
      
 
      
 
   
  
 

   
 
    He-a-held-a-up-a-a-a-gag-a-with-a-wide-a-leather-a-straps-a-and-a-a-a-thick-a-black-a-and-a-gold-a-bit. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Don't-a-you-a-fucking-a-dare!"-a-she-a-snapped-a-turning-a-her-a-head-a-away,-a-her-a-anger-a-coming-a-back-a-full-a-force. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-heard-a-a-a-slice-a-of-a-air-a-and-a-froze.-a-The-a-Warlord-a-had-a-unsheathed-a-a-a-bull-a-prod.-a-The-a-prongs-a-of-a-it-a-were-a-sharp-a-with-a-a-a-high-a-energy-a-magic-a-creating-a-sparks-a-that-a-let-a-off-a-heat. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-was-a-looking-a-into-a-her-a-face,-a-cruel-a-and-a-expectant.-a-"I've-a-had-a-a-a-long-a-day,-a-witch-a-and-a-you've-a-taken-a-too-a-many-a-liberties.-a-Now,-a-you're-a-either-a-going-a-to-a-let-a-me-a-put-a-this-a-gag-a-on-a-you-a-or-a-I'm-a-going-a-to-a-fuck-a-you-a-with-a-this-a-until-a-you-a-scream-a-for-a-my-a-mercy." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-pressed-a-her-a-lips-a-together-a-and-a-just-a-opened-a-her-a-mouth,-a-refusing-a-to-a-nod. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Address-a-me.-a-Properly."-a-He-a-said-a-daring-a-her-a-to-a-make-a-nuisance-a-of-a-herself. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-licked-a-her-a-lips,-a-wanting-a-to-a-push-a-him-a-but-a-had-a-no-a-desire-a-to-a-be-a-tortured-a-anymore-a-tonight.-a-"The-a-gag...sir." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Good-a-girl."-a-He-a-purred,-a-putting-a-the-a-gag-a-into-a-place.-a-The-a-straps-a-were-a-tight-a-over-a-her-a-jaw-a-and-a-the-a-gag-a-itself-a-was-a-hard-a-and-a-oval-a-rather-a-than-a-a-a-circle.-a-It-a-was-a-bitter-a-and-a-stretched-a-her-a-lips-a-obscenely. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-ran-a-a-a-finger-a-over-a-her-a-throat-a-and-a-gave-a-her-a-a-a-pleased-a-look. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Then,-a-thankfully,-a-he-a-turned-a-his-a-attention-a-to-a-Penelope,-a-who-a-looked-a-radiant-a-with-a-anticipation.-a-The-a-Warlord-a-walked-a-over-a-to-a-the-a-large-a-bed-a-and-a-sat-a-down-a-at-a-the-a-end-a-of-a-it.-a-He-a-started-a-to-a-unlatch-a-his-a-clothing,-a-"Penelope,-a-you-a-said-a-you-a-missed-a-me?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Yes,-a-my-a-Lord,-a-I-a-have."-a-She-a-said,-a-her-a-tone-a-filled-a-with-a-so-a-much-a-longing-a-Siyura-a-rolled-a-her-a-eyes. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Unfortunately,-a-the-a-Warlord-a-was-a-looking-a-right-a-at-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Does-a-that-a-surprise-a-you,-a-witch?"-a-he-a-asked.-a-She-a-wanted-a-to-a-glare-a-at-a-him-a-but-a-the-a-threat-a-of-a-the-a-bull-a-prod-a-snapping-a-in-a-front-a-of-a-her-a-face-a-stopped-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-was-a-also-a-afraid-a-he'd-a-make-a-her-a-take-a-Penelope's-a-place. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-suggest-a-you-a-pay-a-close-a-attention."-a-He-a-drawled-a-but-a-didn't-a-explain-a-himself-a-further.-a-Instead-a-he-a-looked-a-at-a-Penelope-a-with-a-what-a-Siyura-a-could-a-only-a-akin-a-to-a-affection.-a-As-a-much-a-as-a-he-a-would-a-ever-a-be-a-able-a-to-a-get. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Up,-a-Penelope."-a-The-a-Warlord-a-order-a-after-a-he-a-had-a-taken-a-off-a-his-a-shirt.-a-Siyura-a-was-a-not-a-surprised-a-to-a-see-a-that-a-his-a-clothes-a-were-a-not-a-an-a-illusion-a-to-a-his-a-strength.-a-The-a-muscles-a-under-a-his-a-skin-a-rolled-a-as-a-he-a-leaned-a-down-a-to-a-unlace-a-his-a-boots.-a-After-a-he-a-removed-a-them,-a-he-a-leaned-a-back-a-and-a-Siyura-a-saw-a-that-a-he-a-had-a-a-a-circular-a-tattoo-a-on-a-the-a-left-a-side-a-of-a-his-a-chest. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Penelope-a-did-a-as-a-she-a-was-a-told-a-and-a-looked-a-as-a-if-a-it-a-were-a-hard-a-to-a-stay-a-still.-a-The-a-Warlord-a-saw-a-it-a-too-a-because-a-he-a-gave-a-her-a-a-a-lazy-a-smile-a-that,-a-from-a-Siyura's-a-vantage,-a-looked-a-disturbing.-a-Penelope-a-either-a-didn't-a-feel-a-the-a-same-a-way-a-or-a-was-a-too-a-dense-a-to-a-see-a-it. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-crooked-a-a-a-finger-a-at-a-her-a-and-a-she-a-gave-a-a-a-throaty-a-laugh,-a-tossing-a-back-a-her-a-mane-a-of-a-hair.-a-She-a-really-a-was-a-beautiful,-a-all-a-graceful-a-lines-a-and-a-Siyura-a-had-a-to-a-admit-a-that-a-she-a-was-a-fit.-a-No-a-wasted-a-feminine-a-fat-a-on-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Where-a-had-a-she-a-come-a-from? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-stood-a-between-a-his-a-legs,-a-her-a-hair-a-falling-a-to-a-the-a-side-a-as-a-if-a-she-a-were-a-tilting-a-her-a-head-a-to-a-him-a-in-a-submission. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Tell-a-me,-a-master,-a-how-a-I-a-can-a-please-a-you?"-a-she-a-purred-a-going-a-back-a-onto-a-her-a-knees.-a-Siyura-a-looked-a-away.-a-She-a-was-a-not-a-going-a-to-a-watch-a-this—not-a-a-a-chance. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-heard-a-the-a-clinking-a-of-a-his-a-belt-a-and-a-again-a-Penelope-a-let-a-out-a-a-a-purr-a-of-a-delight. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Witch,-a-look-a-at-a-me.-a-This-a-is-a-your-a-only-a-warning."-a-He-a-said-a-coldly-a-and-a-wanting-a-to-a-scream-a-in-a-frustration,-a-she-a-met-a-his-a-eyes. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    His-a-large-a-hand-a-was-a-fisted-a-in-a-Penelope's-a-hair,-a-keeping-a-her-a-at-a-bay-a-until-a-he-a-was-a-ready-a-for-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-do-a-not-a-get-a-reprieve-a-because-a-of-a-your-a-arrogant-a-performance-a-tonight.-a-I-a-want-a-my-a-image-a-branded-a-into-a-your-a-mind."-a-You-a-will-a-not-a-escape-a-me-a-even-a-within-a-yourself,-a-is-a-what-a-she-a-could-a-discern. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-wanted-a-to-a-rave-a-and-a-scream-a-and-a-hit-a-him-a-and-a-though-a-she-a-could-a-not-a-speak,-a-could-a-not-a-contradict-a-him,-a-she-a-made-a-sure-a-it-a-bled-a-out-a-of-a-her-a-eyes.-a-Why-a-did-a-this-a-bastard-a-think-a-of-a-everything?-a-Why-a-did-a-was-a-he-a-doing-a-this-a-to-a-her? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-liked-a-to-a-break-a-things. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Right-a-now,-a-he-a-was-a-chiseling,-a-altering,-a-claiming-a-her-a-as-a-his-a-own-a-sick-a-piece-a-of-a-art.-a-The-a-urge-a-to-a-bring-a-her-a-arms-a-close-a-to-a-her-a-body,-a-to-a-protect-a-herself,-a-made-a-her-a-jerk-a-at-a-the-a-chains.-a-Again-a-he-a-looked-a-at-a-her,-a-not-a-seeming-a-to-a-pay-a-attention-a-to-a-Penelope-a-as-a-she-a-pulled-a-a-a-part-a-his-a-pants,-a-thrumming-a-with-a-anticipation-a-as-a-his-a-cock,-a-thick-a-and-a-blushed,-a-stood-a-hard. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Balancing-a-on-a-her-a-heels,-a-she-a-asked,-a-"Please,-a-can-a-I?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-ripped-a-his-a-eyes-a-away-a-from-a-Siyura-a-and-a-studied-a-Penelope,-a-"Do-a-you-a-feel-a-like-a-you-a-deserve-a-it?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Yes."-a-She-a-begged-a-gripping-a-his-a-thighs,-a-willing-a-him-a-to-a-let-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-petted-a-her-a-blonde-a-hair-a-and-a-gave-a-her-a-a-a-fake-a-smile. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-always-a-think-a-you've-a-been-a-good.-a-If-a-I-a-weren't-a-here-a-to-a-correct-a-you,-a-you'd-a-be-a-out-a-of-a-control." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Penelope-a-giggled,-a-the-a-sound-a-strange-a-coming-a-from-a-her."I-a-truly-a-have,-a-Master.-a-I-a-want-a-your-a-pleasure-a-not-a-your-a-anger.-a-Though,-a-I-a-am-a-not-a-here-a-to-a-tell-a-you-a-what-a-to-a-do.-a-Only-a-please-a-you...if-a-you'll-a-let-a-me." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    On-a-second-a-thought,-a-maybe-a-having-a-him-a-electrocute-a-her-a-into-a-unconsciousness-a-would-a-be-a-preferable-a-to-a-hearing-a-Penelope-a-fawn-a-over-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-cock. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-seemed-a-to-a-tolerate-a-it-a-because-a-he-a-laughed-a-lightly-a-and-a-guided-a-her-a-mouth-a-to-a-the-a-pronounced-a-head-a-of-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Do-a-I-a-have-a-your-a-permission,-a-master?"-a-she-a-asked-a-again,-a-her-a-eyes-a-focused-a-on-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-do,-a-darling."-a-He-a-answered,-a-visibly-a-relaxing. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Penelope-a-dove-a-for-a-him,-a-her-a-pink-a-lips-a-kissing-a-the-a-tip-a-lovingly.-a-Her-a-tongue-a-snaked-a-out-a-licking-a-the-a-slit-a-and-a-she-a-rolled-a-her-a-eyes-a-in-a-pleasure. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-taste-a-so-a-good,-a-my-a-Lord."-a-She-a-groaned,-a-dipping-a-again-a-to-a-lick-a-the-a-underside-a-of-a-him.-a-When-a-she-a-got-a-back-a-to-a-the-a-top,-a-she-a-wasted-a-no-a-time-a-working-a-the-a-length-a-of-a-him-a-into-a-her-a-mouth. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-closed-a-his-a-eyes-a-lightly,-a-his-a-hand-a-resting-a-on-a-the-a-back-a-of-a-her-a-head. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-could-a-see-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-cock-a-moving-a-in-a-and-a-out-a-of-a-Penelope's-a-mouth,-a-shiny-a-with-a-her-a-spit.-a-She-a-shifted-a-uncomfortably,-a-the-a-chains-a-rattling,-a-making-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-eyes-a-open. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Why-a-did-a-he-a-feel-a-the-a-need-a-to-a-look-a-at-a-her? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Even-a-as-a-Penelope's-a-sucking-a-and-a-sexy-a-groans-a-got-a-more-a-explicit,-a-he-a-didn't-a-pay-a-attention-a-to-a-her.-a-Knowing-a-a-a-woman-a-like-a-Penelope,-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-inattention-a-would-a-probably-a-infuriate-a-her.-a-But-a-she-a-was-a-solely-a-focused-a-on-a-working-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-cock-a-deep-a-into-a-her-a-throat. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    At-a-one-a-point,-a-he-a-fisted-a-Penelope's-a-hair,-a-pushing-a-his-a-hips-a-forward,-a-making-a-her-a-choke.-a-The-a-whole-a-time-a-he-a-looked-a-at-a-Siyura.-a-She-a-controlled-a-her-a-eyes.-a-At-a-least-a-she-a-hoped-a-she-a-did.-a-She-a-didn't-a-know-a-if-a-he-a-got-a-what-a-he-a-wanted-a-but-a-he-a-released-a-Penelope's-a-hair-a-and-a-relaxed-a-his-a-hips. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Penelope,-a-with-a-one-a-loud-a-pop,-a-took-a-her-a-mouth-a-from-a-his-a-cock,-a-a-a-string-a-of-a-spit-a-keeping-a-her-a-connected.-a-Her-a-cheeks-a-were-a-red-a-with-a-effort-a-and-a-had-a-tears-a-staining-a-them. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-promised-a-me,"-a-she-a-breathed,-a-"last-a-time,-a-you-a-promised." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "And-a-what-a-was-a-that,-a-slave?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "That-a-you'd-a-cum-a-inside-a-me.-a-Please,-a-please-a-I-a-need-a-to-a-feel-a-you-a-inside-a-of-a-me." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Goddess,-a-Siyura-a-thought-a-disgusted.-a-Penelope-a-for-a-all-a-her-a-gorgeous-a-confidence-a-sounded-a-like-a-someone-a-who-a-could-a-not-a-separate-a-from-a-drink.-a-She-a-sounded-a-like-a-a-a-whiny-a-little-a-bitch-a-and-a-it-a-was-a-sad-a-to-a-watch. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-let-a-out-a-a-a-heavy-a-sigh,-a-"I-a-did-a-promise-a-you,-a-didn't-a-I?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-nodded-a-quickly.-a-Hopefully. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Show-a-me-a-you-a-want-a-it."-a-He-a-crooned. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Penelope-a-smiled-a-widely-a-and-a-laid-a-down-a-on-a-the-a-floor,-a-spreading-a-her-a-legs. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "What-a-am-a-I-a-seeing-a-Penelope?"-a-he-a-asked-a-the-a-fire-a-from-a-the-a-fireplace-a-casting-a-ominous-a-shadows-a-onto-a-his-a-powerful-a-face. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "My-a-pussy-a-creaming-a-for-a-you.-a-Please,-a-Master,-a-please."-a-She-a-begged-a-again.-a-They-a-were-a-so-a-raw-a-and-a-abandoned...it-a-was-a-wanton.-a-Siyura-a-wished-a-she-a-could-a-close-a-her-a-eyes. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "How-a-does-a-it-a-feel?"-a-he-a-asked-a-her,-a-moving-a-off-a-the-a-bed,-a-standing-a-over-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "It's-a-throbbing,"-a-she-a-whimpered,-a-her-a-hands-a-out-a-to-a-her-a-sides-a-but-a-her-a-hips-a-thrusted-a-forward. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "How-a-can-a-I-a-resist?"-a-The-a-Warlord-a-asked-a-sarcastically,-a-stripping-a-off-a-his-a-pants,-a-his-a-cock-a-bobbing-a-with-a-his-a-movements. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Penelope-a-sniveled-a-in-a-success-a-when-a-he-a-kneeled-a-between-a-her-a-knees,-a-grabbed-a-her-a-hips,-a-and-a-with-a-a-a-pointed-a-thrust,-a-impaled-a-her.-a-She-a-moaned-a-again,-a-loud-a-and-a-helpless. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-moved-a-out-a-of-a-her,-a-smiling-a-when-a-Penelope-a-tried-a-to-a-hook-a-her-a-legs-a-around-a-his-a-hips-a-to-a-keep-a-him-a-in-a-her.-a-"Control,-a-Penelope." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Yes,-a-sir."-a-She-a-breathed,-a-her-a-palms-a-pressed-a-into-a-the-a-ground. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-saw-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-hips-a-move-a-back-a-then-a-slicing-a-forward,-a-powerful-a-enough-a-to-a-push-a-Penelope-a-up-a-the-a-carpet. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Oh,-a-fuck-a-yes!"-a-she-a-moaned,-a-relaxing-a-her-a-body-a-and-a-submitted-a-to-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-hard-a-rutting.-a-Her-a-tits-a-bounced-a-under-a-him,-a-the-a-glint-a-from-a-the-a-jewelry-a-in-a-her-a-nipples,-a-moving-a-on-a-the-a-wall. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Penelope-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-cum—had-a-been-a-ready-a-the-a-moment-a-he-a-had-a-sauntered-a-into-a-the-a-room. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-know-a-the-a-rules,-a-Penelope."-a-He-a-said-a-slowing-a-his-a-rhythm,-a-his-a-muscles-a-pausing. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Yes...yes...don't-a-cum-a-until-a-you-a-tell-a-me."-a-She-a-bit-a-her-a-lip-a-and-a-placed-a-her-a-hands-a-on-a-his-a-neck. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-laughed-a-and-a-with-a-a-a-quick-a-movement,-a-flipped-a-onto-a-his-a-back-a-so-a-Penelope-a-was-a-straddling-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Show-a-me-a-how-a-badly-a-you-a-want-a-it."-a-He-a-said-a-plucking-a-her-a-jewelry-a-rings.-a-Her-a-nipples-a-became-a-a-a-deep-a-pink,-a-puffy-a-and-a-probably-a-sensitive. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Penelope-a-rose-a-to-a-her-a-knees,-a-the-a-sound-a-of-a-his-a-cock-a-dislodging-a-from-a-her-a-drenched-a-cunt,-a-loud.-a-With-a-another-a-giggle-a-she-a-slammed-a-back-a-down.-a-She-a-bowed-a-her-a-head-a-and-a-again-a-slammed-a-back-a-down—letting-a-a-a-sharp-a-yelp-a-the-a-second-a-time. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord,-a-grabbed-a-her-a-hips-a-and-a-without-a-giving-a-Penelope-a-respite-a-drove-a-her-a-on-a-his-a-cock,-a-the-a-movements-a-making-a-a-a-well-a-of-a-wetness-a-form-a-between-a-Siyura's-a-legs. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Master,-a-please...it-a-hurts..."-a-Penelope-a-sighed,-a-and-a-the-a-Warlord-a-continued-a-to-a-work-a-her-a-all-a-the-a-way-a-down-a-to-a-the-a-thick-a-base. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Finally,-a-with-a-a-a-broken-a-noise,-a-Penelope-a-came,-a-the-a-juices-a-coming-a-out-a-of-a-her-a-making-a-slick-a-noises-a-as-a-the-a-Warlord-a-kept-a-pumping-a-into-a-her.-a-Until-a-he-a-held-a-Penelope's-a-body-a-still,-a-his-a-head-a-tossed-a-back,-a-his-a-black-a-hair-a-fanned-a-around-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Oh,-a-yes!-a-Cum-a-deep-a-in-a-my-a-pussy,-a-master!"-a-Penelope-a-begged-a-her-a-hips-a-slowing,-a-trying-a-to-a-savor-a-the-a-feel.-a-Finally,-a-she-a-collapsed-a-on-a-top-a-of-a-him,-a-burying-a-her-a-face-a-in-a-his-a-neck. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-hadn't-a-made-a-a-a-sound,-a-Siyura-a-thought,-a-feeling-a-a-a-drop-a-of-a-her-a-arousal-a-running-a-down-a-her-a-leg. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-prayed-a-he-a-wouldn't-a-look-a-at-a-her,-a-but-a-as-a-he-a-stroked-a-Penelope's-a-back-a-he-a-looked-a-up-a-at-a-her.-a-An-a-evil-a-smile-a-on-a-his-a-face. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    ***** 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Daendrin-a-sat-a-in-a-the-a-tavern,-a-his-a-hand-a-clutched-a-to-a-his-a-forehead-a-trying-a-to-a-alleviate-a-the-a-pressure.-a-He-a-was-a-collecting-a-tithes-a-and-a-taking-a-reports-a-of-a-what-a-his-a-people-a-needed-a-and-a-it-a-was-a-becoming-a-ridiculous. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Moreover,-a-he-a-was-a-quite-a-sure-a-that-a-some-a-of-a-them-a-were-a-completely-a-daft.-a-It-a-was-a-unfortunate-a-that-a-his-a-wife-a-was-a-not-a-here-a-to-a-listen-a-to-a-the-a-tales-a-that-a-were-a-plaguing-a-him.-a-She-a-did-a-love-a-erratic-a-story-a-telling. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Did-a-I-a-hear-a-that-a-right,"-a-his-a-soldier-a-Grae-a-asked,-a-"he-a-said-a-that-a-his...?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Cow-a-has-a-given-a-birth-a-to-a-a-a-lamb.-a-Yes,-a-quite-a-right."-a-Daendrin-a-said,-a-the-a-words-a-sounding-a-stupid-a-in-a-his-a-mouth.-a-Because-a-they-a-were,-a-in-a-fact,-a-stupid. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Do-a-you-a-think-a-the-a-old-a-man-a-has-a-been-a-in-a-his-a-cups-a-again?"-a-Grae-a-asked-a-his-a-voice-a-amused. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Daendrin-a-made-a-marks-a-in-a-his-a-ledgers-a-before-a-his-a-mind-a-went-a-to-a-complete-a-mush.-a-"I-a-have-a-no-a-doubt-a-about-a-it.-a-I-a-should-a-have-a-to-a-speak-a-with-a-Andar-a-to-a-stop-a-serving-a-him-a-so-a-much-a-after-a-they-a-come-a-down-a-from-a-the-a-fields.-a-" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You'll-a-have-a-an-a-uprising-a-on-a-your-a-hands.-a-They'll-a-burn-a-that-a-tavern-a-to-a-the-a-ground,-a-sir." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Daendrin-a-looked-a-at-a-the-a-ceiling,-a-knowing-a-that-a-Grae-a-was-a-right.-a-He-a-was-a-the-a-Overlord-a-of-a-the-a-most-a-powerful-a-land-a-in-a-the-a-realm-a-and-a-he-a-couldn't-a-keep-a-some-a-old-a-men-a-from-a-drinking-a-themselves-a-into-a-a-a-stupor. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "At-a-least-a-he-a-paid-a-his-a-tithes.-a-If-a-he-a-wants-a-to-a-engage-a-in-a-madness-a-he's-a-earned-a-the-a-right."-a-Shutting-a-the-a-books-a-he-a-was-a-done-a-for-a-the-a-day.-a-He-a-did-a-not-a-think-a-he-a-could-a-handle-a-one-a-more-a-of-a-his-a-citizens-a-coming-a-to-a-him-a-with-a-a-a-ridiculous-a-account-a-of-a-tales-a-of-a-madness. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-liked-a-to-a-think-a-he-a-had-a-patience-a-but-a-his-a-hands-a-were-a-itching-a-to-a-throw-a-someone-a-out-a-the-a-nearest-a-window. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    As-a-he-a-and-a-his-a-man-a-walked-a-out-a-of-a-the-a-tavern,-a-he-a-had-a-to-a-blink-a-against-a-the-a-brightness-a-of-a-the-a-day.-a-It-a-was-a-almost-a-too-a-beautiful-a-to-a-have-a-to-a-do-a-any-a-type-a-of-a-labor.-a-It-a-had-a-been-a-so-a-long-a-since-a-he-a-had-a-just-a-taken-a-time-a-on-a-his-a-own-a-since-a-the-a-war.-a-Even-a-as-a-he-a-had-a-settled-a-back-a-into-a-Haldane,-a-it-a-had-a-been-a-hard-a-to-a-relax.-a-He-a-was-a-still-a-wound-a-up-a-from-a-events-a-he-a-that-a-were-a-bothering-a-him-a-at-a-night. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Gods-a-know-a-he's-a-missed-a-his-a-wife.-a-His-a-body-a-grew-a-hot-a-even-a-under-a-the-a-heat-a-and-a-an-a-image-a-of-a-him-a-carrying-a-his-a-wife-a-into-a-the-a-forest-a-and-a-making-a-love-a-to-a-her-a-became-a-almost-a-too-a-much-a-to-a-resist. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-didn't-a-often-a-lean-a-toward-a-overtly-a-romantic-a-notions-a-but-a-she-a-could-a-never-a-hide-a-that-a-slight-a-flush-a-over-a-her-a-skin-a-when-a-he-a-decided-a-to-a-be-a-spontaneous.-a-She-a-enjoyed-a-it-a-and-a-he-a-enjoyed-a-watching-a-her-a-subtle-a-pleasure. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-had-a-just-a-made-a-up-a-his-a-mind-a-to-a-blow-a-off-a-his-a-responsibilities-a-for-a-the-a-rest-a-of-a-the-a-day-a-when-a-he-a-saw-a-a-a-party-a-coming-a-toward-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Grae,-a-is-a-there-a-something-a-I'm-a-forgetting?"-a-he-a-asked-a-knowing-a-more-a-issues-a-were-a-about-a-to-a-lay-a-themselves-a-out-a-at-a-his-a-feet. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Unfortunately,-a-sir,-a-I-a-don't-a-know-a-what's-a-going-a-on."-a-He-a-said. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Daendrin-a-blew-a-out-a-a-a-breath,-a-annoyed-a-as-a-he-a-waited-a-for-a-the-a-men-a-to-a-reach-a-him.-a-His-a-annoyance-a-only-a-intensified-a-when-a-he-a-saw-a-Farrow's-a-lithe-a-form.-a-He-a-didn't-a-look-a-particularly-a-in-a-a-a-hurry-a-but-a-knowing-a-him-a-he-a-could-a-be-a-about-a-to-a-deliver-a-devastating-a-news.-a-Farrow-a-wasn't-a-one-a-to-a-be-a-in-a-a-a-rush-a-no-a-matter-a-how-a-much-a-he-a-inconvenienced-a-everyone.-a-How-a-he-a-became-a-the-a-Lord-a-of-a-the-a-Black-a-Mountains-a-was-a-an-a-enigma.-a-The-a-fact-a-that-a-he-a-was-a-an-a-efficient-a-Lord-a-was-a-even-a-more-a-puzzling. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    When-a-their-a-eyes-a-met,-a-Farrow-a-gave-a-him-a-a-a-mischievous-a-wide-a-smile-a-and-a-Daendrin-a-knew-a-that-a-his-a-plans-a-he-a-had-a-for-a-his-a-wife-a-were-a-going-a-to-a-have-a-to-a-be-a-put-a-aside. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Overlord,"-a-Farrow-a-drawled,-a-halting-a-his-a-horse-a-in-a-front-a-Daendrin,-a-"Tis'-a-a-a-fine-a-day-a-is-a-it-a-not?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Daendrin-a-squinted-a-against-a-the-a-light-a-as-a-he-a-looked-a-up-a-at-a-Farrow,-a-"It-a-is,-a-however,-a-I'm-a-sure-a-you'll-a-remedy-a-that.-a-What-a-do-a-I-a-owe-a-this-a-pleasure?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Farrow-a-dismounted-a-from-a-his-a-horse-a-then-a-motioned-a-for-a-Grae-a-to-a-put-a-him-a-away.-a-Daendrin-a-had-a-an-a-innate-a-feeling-a-that-a-Farrow-a-wanted-a-to-a-speak-a-to-a-him-a-alone-a-and-a-that-a-never-a-bore-a-good-a-news.-a-They-a-matched-a-stride-a-for-a-stride-a-as-a-they-a-walked-a-toward-a-Daedrin's-a-home. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "While-a-it's-a-always-a-an-a-honor-a-to-a-have-a-myself-a-in-a-anyone's-a-presence,-a-I-a-don't-a-think-a-the-a-fanfare-a-I-a-inspire-a-will-a-last-a-long-a-for-a-you."-a-Farrow-a-reached-a-inside-a-of-a-his-a-cloak-a-and-a-brought-a-out-a-a-a-letter. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Looking-a-over-a-the-a-neat-a-script-a-on-a-the-a-front,-a-Daendrin-a-cursed-a-in-a-earnest.-a-Ripping-a-it-a-open-a-with-a-deep-rooted-a-antagonism-a-he-a-read-a-it-a-not-a-in-a-the-a-mood-a-to-a-deal-a-with-a-his-a-rival.-a-He-a-was-a-never-a-in-a-the-a-mood-a-to-a-deal-a-with-a-the-a-Warlord. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "What?"-a-Daendrin-a-said,-a-disbelief-a-stopping-a-his-a-heart-a-for-a-a-a-moment-a-and-a-glared-a-at-a-Farrow. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Lord-a-shrugged-a-casually-a-and-a-Daendrin-a-had-a-to-a-stifle-a-the-a-urge-a-to-a-tackle-a-him-a-to-a-the-a-ground. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Whatever-a-he-a-said...just-a-remember-a-it-a-could-a-be...worse."-a-Farrow-a-said-a-almost-a-amused. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Damn-a-it-a-all!"-a-Daendrin-a-shouted-a-bluntly,-a-causing-a-people-a-around-a-them-a-to-a-turn-a-and-a-stare. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    This-a-was-a-a-a-fucking-a-disaster-a-if-a-Daedrin-a-had-a-ever-a-seen-a-one.-a-Not-a-only-a-did-a-Adrian-a-Marrokson-a-escape-a-but-a-he-a-fucking-a-escaped-a-to-a-the-a-worst-a-possible-a-place.-a-To-a-make-a-matters-a-even-a-more-a-problematic-a-is-a-Farrow-a-went-a-to-a-the-a-Warlord-a-before-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    When-a-they-a-made-a-it-a-into-a-the-a-manor,-a-Daendrin-a-saw-a-more-a-of-a-Farrow's-a-men-a-waiting-a-on-a-the-a-steps-a-of-a-his-a-hall.-a-A-a-carriage-a-that-a-had-a-metal-a-bolted-a-onto-a-it-a-and-a-a-a-large-a-padlock-a-on-a-the-a-handle,-a-sat-a-in-a-the-a-front. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Farrow...what-a-is-a-that?"-a-he-a-asked-a-stopping,-a-his-a-hands-a-on-a-his-a-hips. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
   
  
 

 Farrow-a-looked-a-heart-stricken-a-and-a-pouted-a-at-a-him,-a-"You-a-and-a-the-a-Warlord-a-are-a-so-a-single-minded.-a-Why-a-doesn't-a-anyone-a-ever-a-have-a-faith-a-in-a-me?-a-I-a-figured-a-you-a-were-a-going-a-to-a-have-a-to-a-endure-a-a-a-verbal-a-spanking-a-from-a-the-a-Warlord-a-because-a-you-a-let-a-a-a-high-class-a-target-a-escape-a-into-a-Askea-a-where-a-he-a-is-a-probably-a-going-a-to-a-regroup-a-and-a-be-a-a-a-huge-a-pain—" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Farrow."-a-The-a-Overlord-a-gritted-a-taking-a-a-a-threatening-a-step-a-toward-a-him. 
 
      
 
    Farrow-a-stepped-a-back,-a-"Why-a-is-a-it-a-that-a-no-a-one-a-ever-a-ask-a-me-a-about-a-my-a-target?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Daendrin's-a-mind-a-blanked-a-for-a-a-a-moment-a-and-a-then-a-surprise-a-flashed-a-through-a-him,-a-"Cerawynd?-a-Are-a-you-a-telling-a-me-a-you-a-caught-a-Cerawynd-a-Sulveil?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    This-a-time-a-it-a-was-a-Farrow's-a-turn-a-to-a-look-a-at-a-him-a-shrewdly,-a-"Did-a-you-a-doubt-a-me?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Absolutely,"-a-Daendrin-a-raised-a-two-a-fingers-a-in-a-the-a-air-a-and-a-the-a-men-a-around-a-the-a-wall-a-made-a-a-a-semicircle-a-beside-a-them,-a-"I'm-a-surprised-a-the-a-Warlord-a-didn't-a-want-a-keep-a-her-a-at-a-Sytadel." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Farrow's-a-light-a-laugh-a-floated-a-onto-a-the-a-air,-a-"His-a-attention-a-is-a-tunneled-a-on-a-the-a-witch.-a-He-a-even-a-sent-a-Cadeon-a-away-a-on-a-some-a-mission-a-he-a-didn't-a-disclose-a-to-a-me-a-while-a-he-a-works-a-on-a-her." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Daendrin-a-didn't-a-react-a-to-a-that-a-bit-a-of-a-information,-a-a-a-good-a-indication-a-of-a-what-a-the-a-Warlord-a-was-a-up-a-to-a-did-a-not-a-miss-a-him.-a-Regardless,-a-even-a-if-a-he-a-was-a-debauching-a-himself-a-with-a-that-a-Terithian-a-bitch,-a-his-a-to-do-a-list-a-just-a-grew-a-exponentially. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    First-a-thing-a-first,-a-Cerawynd-a-Sulveil-a-needed-a-to-a-be-a-addressed-a-and-a-then-a-he-a-needed-a-to-a-deal-a-with-a-the-a-aftermath-a-of-a-whatever-a-the-a-fuck-a-happened-a-at-a-the-a-Kazguard-a-Gate.-a-Unfortunately,-a-now-a-that-a-his-a-error-a-was-a-obvious-a-to-a-everyone,-a-his-a-investigation-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-have-a-to-a-be-a-reported-a-to-a-the-a-Warlord. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Moira,-a-strike-a-him-a-dead. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Oh,-a-come-a-on,-a-Daendrin.-a-Our-a-pretty-a-little-a-elf-a-isn't-a-going-a-to-a-wait-a-all-a-day."-a-Farrow-a-said-a-bouncing-a-on-a-his-a-heels. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "A-a-what?"-a-Daendrin-a-asked-a-incredulously. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Farrow-a-wagged-a-his-a-eyebrows,-a-"Fun,-a-right?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Farrow-a-motioned-a-to-a-his-a-men-a-who-a-began-a-the-a-process-a-of-a-unlocking-a-the-a-carriage-a-that-a-acted-a-as-a-a-a-prison.-a-When-a-the-a-door-a-opened,-a-the-a-tension-a-in-a-the-a-air-a-made-a-the-a-men-a-nervous.-a-Reaching-a-in,-a-they-a-pulled-a-out-a-a-a-slight-a-thing-a-that-a-crashed-a-to-a-the-a-ground. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Daendrin-a-watched-a-as-a-the-a-female,-a-whose-a-hands-a-had-a-been-a-tied-a-behind-a-her-a-back,-a-slid-a-her-a-knee-a-under-a-her-a-and-a-rose-a-from-a-the-a-ground.-a-He-a-had-a-never-a-seen-a-an-a-elf-a-before.-a-Long-a-before-a-the-a-realm-a-turned-a-on-a-the-a-witches...they-a-had-a-simply-a-disappeared.-a-They-a-had-a-been-a-around-a-occasionally-a-during-a-his-a-great-great-a-grandfather's-a-time-a-according-a-to-a-his-a-personal-a-writings.-a-But-a-even-a-he-a-had-a-described-a-the-a-awe-a-in-a-his-a-experiences. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    So,-a-where-a-had-a-Cerawynd-a-come-a-from?-a-And-a-how-a-had-a-the-a-Silver-a-witch-a-recruited-a-her?-a-And-a-why-a-wasn't-a-the-a-Warlord-a-interested? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-was-a-strange.-a-Her-a-skin,-a-if-a-all-a-could-a-be-a-believed,-a-had-a-a-a-lavender-a-tinge-a-to-a-it.-a-There-a-was-a-a-a-slight-a-triangle-a-tattooed-a-on-a-her-a-forehead-a-in-a-a-a-color-a-that-a-was-a-only-a-slightly-a-deeper-a-color-a-than-a-her-a-skin.-a-Her-a-hair-a-fell-a-like-a-spilled-a-ink-a-over-a-her-a-shoulders-a-and-a-almost-a-to-a-her-a-waist.-a-Daendrin-a-saw-a-that-a-her-a-pointed-a-ears-a-poked-a-through-a-the-a-screen-a-of-a-her-a-black-a-hair.-a-Her-a-eyes-a-were-a-large-a-and-a-light-a-and-a-the-a-planes-a-of-a-her-a-face-a-were-a-almost-a-unnaturally-a-sharp.-a-Her-a-mouth-a-was-a-full-a-and-a-her-a-demeanor-a-while-a-odd-a-was-a-ethereal. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Say-a-hello,-a-pet."-a-Farrow-a-said-a-to-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "No-a-thanks."-a-She-a-said-a-and-a-Daendrin-a-noted-a-a-a-thrill-a-that-a-went-a-through-a-him-a-and-a-the-a-men-a-around-a-him.-a-Gods,-a-her-a-voice-a-was-a-like-a-the-a-sweetest-a-music. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Daendrin-a-glared-a-again-a-at-a-Farrow,-a-"You're-a-jesting-a-with-a-me,-a-right?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Don't-a-let-a-that-a-delectable-a-little-a-voice-a-fool-a-you,"-a-Farrow-a-pulled-a-his-a-collar-a-aside-a-revealing-a-an-a-impressive-a-set-a-of-a-teeth-a-marks,-a-"she's-a-devious." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-can-a-tell-a-you're-a-bereaved."-a-He-a-said-a-dryly-a-stepping-a-forward-a-to-a-inspect-a-her-a-closer. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cerawynd-a-bared-a-her-a-teeth-a-and-a-he-a-stopped. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Has-a-she-a-told-a-you-a-anything,-a-Farrow?"-a-he-a-asked-a-wondering-a-if-a-he-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-have-a-to-a-deal-a-with-a-a-a-supernatural-a-being.-a-He-a-had-a-found-a-the-a-Silver-a-witch-a-a-a-wild-a-outlier-a-that-a-had-a-no-a-role-a-in-a-civilized-a-society. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "That-a-she's-a-going-a-to-a-stab-a-my-a-eyes-a-out."-a-He-a-drawled. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Daendrin-a-gave-a-him-a-another-a-look-a-and-a-Farrow-a-sigh,-a-"She's-a-not-a-too-a-talkative.-a-I-a-do-a-know-a-that-a-she's-a-a-a-little-a-angry-a-that-a-I've-a-captured-a-her.-a-I-a-ambushed-a-her-a-while-a-she-a-was-a-trying-a-to-a-help-a-the-a-witch-a-escape.-a-Her-a-sentiment-a-got-a-her-a-caught,-a-really,-a-considering-a-I'd-a-chased-a-her-a-all-a-over-a-the-a-godsforsaken-a-sea.-a-She-a-just-a-had-a-to-a-come-a-back." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-elf's-a-face-a-turned-a-haughty-a-as-a-she-a-stared-a-Farrow-a-down.-a-In-a-fact,-a-she-a-had-a-not-a-once-a-looked-a-directly-a-at-a-Daendrin—even-a-as-a-he-a-had-a-come-a-closer-a-to-a-her.-a-It-a-was-a-clear-a-that-a-her-a-animosity-a-was-a-directed-a-toward-a-Farrow-a-and-a-Daendrin-a-wondered-a-what-a-he-a-had-a-done-a-to-a-her-a-that-a-made-a-her-a-watch-a-every-a-move-a-he-a-made. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Do-a-you-a-know-a-that-a-the-a-witch-a-has-a-been-a-captured?"-a-Daendrin-a-asked-a-and-a-finally-a-she-a-focused-a-her-a-light-a-eyes-a-on-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Of-a-course,-a-just-a-as-a-I-a-know-a-Adrian-a-got-a-away-a-from-a-you,-a-Overlord." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Mind-a-your-a-manners,-a-love."-a-Farrow-a-said-a-earning-a-a-a-look-a-of-a-hatred. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Daendrin-a-ignored-a-Farrow,-a-"Yes,-a-he-a-did.-a-Nevertheless,-a-I-a-would-a-not-a-celebrate-a-his-a-escape-a-for-a-too-a-long.-a-I-a-still-a-have-a-to-a-decide-a-what-a-to-a-do-a-with-a-you." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-gave-a-him-a-a-a-tight-a-smile,-a-an-a-odd-a-reaction-a-but-a-he-a-did-a-not-a-slow-a-down,-a-"You've-a-committed-a-terrorism-a-of-a-unspeakable-a-terms.-a-By-a-law-a-of-a-my-a-king,-a-now-a-your-a-king,-a-you're-a-up-a-for-a-the-a-chopping-a-block." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Lifting-a-her-a-tiny-a-shoulders,-a-"Then-a-get-a-on-a-with-a-it.-a-I-a-grow-a-tired-a-of-a-being-a-in-a-this-a-dreary,-a-disgusting-a-country." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Farrow-a-made-a-a-a-noise-a-in-a-his-a-throat,-a-"So-a-quick-a-to-a-get-a-away-a-from-a-me?-a-After-a-all-a-the-a-months-a-I-a-spent-a-tracking-a-you-a-down?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Her-a-mouth-a-pinched-a-and-a-if-a-she-a-were-a-not-a-a-a-complete-a-nuisance,-a-he-a-would-a-feel-a-sympathy-a-for-a-her.-a-Anyone-a-who-a-dealt-a-with-a-Farrow-a-for-a-long-a-periods-a-eventually-a-wanted-a-to-a-bang-a-their-a-head-a-against-a-the-a-nearest-a-hard-a-object. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-really-a-should-a-execute-a-her."-a-Daendrin-a-said-a-offhandedly-a-noticing-a-that-a-his-a-wife-a-was-a-now-a-coming-a-out-a-of-a-the-a-large-a-doors-a-to-a-his-a-home.-a-He-a-needed-a-to-a-wrap-a-this-a-up. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Or-a-you-a-could-a-just-a-let-a-me-a-enslave-a-her.-a-It's-a-not-a-like-a-the-a-Warlord-a-was-a-in-a-a-a-hurry-a-to-a-see-a-her-a-dead." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    No,-a-Daendrin-a-thought-a-bitterly.-a-The-a-Warlord-a-had-a-an-a-important-a-member-a-of-a-the-a-Valiant-a-and-a-he-a-theorized-a-he-a-was-a-dumping-a-the-a-elf-a-on-a-Daendrin-a-for-a-several-a-reasons. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    One-a-of-a-them-a-being-a-that-a-he-a-was-a-trying-a-to-a-distract-a-him-a-from-a-the-a-information-a-that-a-Tryoxth-a-had-a-sent-a-him.-a-He-a-had-a-hoped-a-to-a-act-a-on-a-it-a-first-a-but-a-if-a-the-a-Warlord-a-had-a-dispatched-a-Cadeon-a-that-a-meant-a-he-a-had-a-not-a-acted-a-fast-a-enough. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Of-a-course-a-not.-a-Fine.-a-Do-a-with-a-her-a-what-a-you-a-will.-a-The-a-Warlord-a-has-a-the-a-witch-a-and-a-I-a-doubt-a-she-a-will-a-be-a-able-a-to-a-keep-a-her-a-secrets-a-for-a-long.-a-Crush-a-her-a-into-a-submission-a-or-a-I'll-a-kill-a-her." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Farrow-a-hummed-a-in-a-agreement-a-and-a-Daendrin-a-walked-a-away-a-as-a-the-a-men-a-pushed-a-Cerawynd-a-back-a-into-a-the-a-carriage.-a-His-a-wife-a-met-a-him-a-before-a-he-a-could-a-enter.-a-Her-a-square-a-jaw-a-was-a-clenched-a-and-a-her-a-corn-a-blue-a-eyes-a-looked-a-upset. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "My-a-Lord.-a-Someone-a-has-a-come."-a-She-a-said-a-in-a-her-a-raspy-a-voice-a-that-a-always-a-aroused-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Placing-a-his-a-hands-a-on-a-her-a-shoulders,-a-he-a-pulled-a-her-a-flush-a-to-a-him,-a-"Do-a-not-a-worry.-a-It's-a-just-a-Farrow-a-and-a-his-a-fetishes.-a-He's-a-leaving-a-now." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    His-a-wife-a-shook-a-her-a-head,-a-her-a-silver-a-earrings-a-swinging-a-back-a-and-a-forth,-a-"No,-a-someone-a-else.-a-It's-a-a-a-messenger-a-from-a-the-a-royal-a-court.-a-Something-a-has-a-happened-a-with-a-the-a-king.-a-He's-a-requested-a-your-a-presence." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Oh,-a-fuck-a-it-a-all. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    ****** 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-laid-a-by-a-the-a-fireplace-a-that-a-had-a-started-a-to-a-die-a-out.-a-The-a-night-a-had-a-sucked-a-the-a-life-a-out-a-of-a-the-a-inhabitants-a-of-a-Sytadel,-a-the-a-Warlord-a-not-a-excluded.-a-He-a-was-a-on-a-the-a-bed,-a-his-a-form-a-slightly-a-moving-a-up-a-and-a-down-a-with-a-his-a-quiet-a-breathing.-a-He-a-didn't-a-make-a-a-a-sound. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-would-a-have-a-happily-a-tried-a-to-a-murder-a-him-a-in-a-his-a-sleep-a-which-a-was-a-why-a-he-a-had-a-left-a-her-a-chained-a-by-a-the-a-fireplace.-a-He-a-had-a-looked-a-at-a-her-a-smugly-a-and-a-offered-a-to-a-allow-a-her-a-to-a-sleep-a-in-a-his-a-bed,-a-of-a-course,-a-if-a-she-a-wanted-a-to-a-"finish-a-what-a-we-a-started-a-in-a-the-a-hall". 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-hadn't-a-even-a-bothered-a-to-a-respond-a-and-a-he-a-was-a-in-a-such-a-a-a-terrific-a-mood-a-after-a-he-a-sent-a-Penelope-a-away,-a-he-a-let-a-her-a-get-a-away-a-with-a-it.-a-Penelope,-a-however,-a-hadn't-a-been-a-so-a-lucky.-a-The-a-Warlord-a-gave-a-into-a-her-a-request-a-but-a-conceded-a-she-a-still-a-needed-a-to-a-be-a-punished-a-for-a-her-a-"unpleasant"-a-behavior-a-toward-a-the-a-other-a-women. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-had-a-brought-a-out-a-a-a-thin-a-metal-a-belt-a-that-a-he-a-secured-a-around-a-her.-a-It-a-would-a-deny-a-her-a-self-pleasure-a-until-a-the-a-Warlord-a-wished.-a-He-a-ignored-a-her-a-pout,-a-telling-a-her-a-to-a-think-a-about-a-her-a-treatment-a-of-a-others.-a-Siyura-a-doubted-a-he-a-cared-a-about-a-how-a-she-a-treated-a-others-a-but-a-rather-a-just-a-wanted-a-to-a-inflict-a-emotional-a-torture-a-on-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-then-a-kicked-a-her-a-out-a-and-a-without-a-saying-a-anything-a-about-a-the-a-intense-a-situation,-a-he-a-un-gagged-a-Siyura.-a-He-a-then-a-took-a-her-a-down-a-only-a-to-a-chain-a-her-a-by-a-the-a-ankle-a-to-a-a-a-spot-a-for-a-her-a-to-a-settle-a-in-a-and-a-sleep. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-had-a-thrown-a-a-a-blanket-a-at-a-her-a-and-a-went-a-about-a-readying-a-for-a-the-a-night,-a-his-a-movements-a-quick. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    After-a-she-a-was-a-sure-a-he-a-had-a-fallen-a-asleep,-a-she-a-had-a-allowed-a-herself-a-to-a-relax-a-to-a-a-a-degree.-a-She-a-almost-a-wished-a-he-a-had-a-tortured-a-her-a-more-a-so-a-she-a-could-a-ignore-a-her-a-thoughts.-a-She-a-thought-a-about-a-the-a-night-a-earlier. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-had-a-maneuvered-a-her-a-into-a-shattering-a-the-a-innocence-a-of-a-a-a-young-a-girl-a-who-a-didn't-a-seem-a-to-a-have-a-anything-a-on-a-her-a-side.-a-Siyura-a-didn't-a-like-a-how-a-Lyda-a-wore-a-her-a-vulnerability-a-on-a-her-a-face.-a-She-a-was-a-too-a-innocent-a-and-a-was-a-making-a-herself-a-a-a-target-a-for-a-anyone-a-who-a-cared-a-to-a-prey-a-on-a-her.-a-Goddess,-a-she-a-can-a-still-a-hear-a-her-a-soft-a-voice-a-begging-a-her-a-to-a-not-a-do-a-what-a-the-a-Warlord-a-was-a-making-a-her-a-do.-a-It-a-didn't-a-matter-a-that-a-there-a-was-a-a-a-worse-a-choice...she-a-had-a-taken-a-the-a-innocence-a-of-a-someone-a-else...someone-a-more-a-powerless.-a-She-a-killed-a-to-a-protect-a-her-a-country-a-and-a-the-a-innocents-a-in-a-it.-a-This-a-felt-a-different-a-to-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-had-a-put-a-her-a-in-a-his-a-position. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-could-a-feel-a-a-a-drop-a-of-a-something-a-dark-a-stain-a-take-a-root-a-inside-a-of-a-her.-a-It-a-expanded-a-and-a-edged-a-like-a-ink-a-in-a-water. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-embers-a-in-a-the-a-fire-a-were-a-glowing-a-softly,-a-which-a-reminded-a-her-a-of-a-the-a-other-a-problems-a-that-a-were-a-plaguing-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-hated-a-and-a-feared-a-the-a-darkness.-a-With-a-the-a-darkness-a-came-a-the-a-brutes-a-and-a-not-a-ones-a-she-a-could-a-fight...because-a-the-a-fight-a-would-a-always-a-be-a-with-a-herself.-a-She-a-thought-a-she-a-would-a-see-a-her-a-mother-a-by-a-now-a-in-a-the-a-shadows-a-but-a-she-a-hadn't.-a-Her-a-presence-a-here-a-was-a-worrisome-a-to-a-Siyura-a-considering-a-the-a-chains-a-that-a-kept-a-her-a-trapped-a-here.-a-It-a-should-a-have-a-muted-a-everything-a-yet-a-her-a-mother-a-flitted-a-in-a-and-a-out-a-of-a-existence-a-to-a-torment-a-her.-a-If-a-she-a-was-a-still-a-seeing-a-her-a-mother-a-under-a-the-a-entrapment-a-curse-a-was-a-she-a-still-a-going-a-to-a-fall-a-victim-a-to-a-the-a-madness-a-the-a-afflicted-a-Sarca-a-witches? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-curse-a-did-a-an-a-excellent-a-job-a-of-a-choking-a-off-a-her-a-magic-a-but-a-it-a-had-a-to-a-still-a-be-a-trying-a-to-a-push-a-past-a-that-a-barrier.-a-That-a-had-a-to-a-be-a-why-a-she-a-was-a-still-a-seeing-a-her-a-mother's-a-ghost.-a-It-a-was-a-very-a-probable-a-it-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-break-a-free-a-and-a-she-a-would-a-facing-a-the-a-problem-a-that-a-she-a-had-a-been-a-quietly-a-trying-a-to-a-deal-a-during-a-and-a-before-a-the-a-war. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-same-a-problem-a-that-a-had-a-caused-a-her-a-mother's-a-death-a-and-a-her-a-mother-a-before-a-that.-a-An-a-impulse-a-that-a-would-a-demand-a-satiation-a-and-a-then-a-turn-a-around-a-and-a-punish-a-her-a-for-a-giving-a-in. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-guessed-a-she-a-should-a-be-a-thankful-a-to-a-the-a-Warlord-a-for-a-buying-a-her-a-some-a-time. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    But-a-how-a-much?-a-What-a-if-a-the-a-curse-a-was-a-powerful-a-enough-a-to-a-push-a-back-a-the-a-wave-a-of-a-her-a-magic?-a-Then-a-she-a-would-a-be-a-trapped-a-with-a-this-a-monster.-a-Unless-a-she-a-had-a-her-a-magic-a-to-a-back-a-her-a-up,-a-she-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-have-a-a-a-hard-a-time-a-getting-a-away. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-needed-a-to-a-find-a-the-a-fucking-a-anchor. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-honestly-a-had-a-no-a-idea-a-where-a-to-a-start.-a-She-a-had-a-only-a-seen-a-so-a-much-a-of-a-Sytadel-a-and-a-there-a-was-a-nothing-a-in-a-particular-a-that-a-stood-a-out-a-to-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-was-a-sure-a-of-a-one-a-thing,-a-though:-a-it-a-had-a-to-a-be-a-small-a-and-a-be-a-easy-a-to-a-move.-a-She-a-had-a-forgotten-a-that-a-when-a-she-a-had-a-left-a-the-a-king's-a-dwelling,-a-the-a-chains-a-had-a-been-a-on-a-her.-a-The-a-only-a-way-a-she-a-would-a-have-a-been-a-able-a-to-a-be-a-transported-a-to-a-Sytadel-a-is-a-if-a-the-a-Warlord-a-had-a-given-a-Cadeon-a-the-a-anchor.-a-She-a-didn't-a-remember-a-anything-a-different-a-about-a-the-a-way-a-he-a-had-a-been-a-dressed-a-so-a-it-a-had-a-been-a-hidden-a-on-a-him.-a-Or-a-maybe-a-carried-a-with-a-some-a-of-a-the-a-other-a-men. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-was-a-the-a-only-a-idea-a-that-a-made-a-sense-a-but-a-it-a-still-a-did-a-not-a-help-a-her.-a-She-a-had-a-no-a-idea-a-what-a-the-a-Warlord-a-found-a-valuable-a-enough-a-to-a-use-a-because-a-she-a-did-a-not-a-know-a-him.-a-Frankly,-a-she-a-had-a-no-a-desire-a-to.-a-She-a-wished-a-she-a-knew-a-where-a-Cadeon-a-was-a-because-a-maybe...just-a-maybe-a-she-a-could-a-persuade-a-him-a-to-a-give-a-it-a-to-a-her.-a-She-a-saw-a-the-a-look-a-in-a-his-a-eyes-a-when-a-he-a-was-a-describing-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-method-a-of-a-assimilation. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Cadeon,-a-she-a-was-a-almost-a-positive,-a-had-a-previously-a-been-a-in-a-her-a-position.-a-Siyura-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-have-a-to-a-appeal-a-to-a-that-a-even-a-though-a-the-a-idea-a-left-a-her-a-unhappy.-a-Bringing-a-those-a-types-a-of-a-memories-a-out-a-might-a-be-a-painful-a-for-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    And-a-she-a-had-a-no-a-doubt-a-they-a-were,-a-indeed,-a-painful.-a-She-a-just-a-had-a-to-a-wait-a-until-a-she-a-was-a-with-a-Cadeon,-a-if-a-the-a-Warlord-a-allowed-a-him-a-to-a-come-a-back-a-around. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    But-a-as-a-it-a-stood,-a-the-a-Warlord-a-was-a-her-a-only-a-option:-a-she-a-was-a-truly-a-going-a-to-a-have-a-to-a-curb-a-her-a-attitude-a-this-a-time.-a-That-a-was-a-enough-a-to-a-make-a-her-a-want-a-to-a-scream-a-or-a-vomit,-a-whichever-a-her-a-body-a-preferred. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-laid-a-down-a-on-a-the-a-blanket-a-and-a-twisted-a-to-a-get-a-as-a-comfortable-a-as-a-the-a-chain-a-would-a-allow. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-closed-a-her-a-eyes. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    ***** 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    There-a-were-a-images-a-flashing-a-across-a-the-a-darkness:-a-fire,-a-chants,-a-and-a-red.-a-So-a-beautiful-a-and-a-cruel-a-and-a-it-a-was-a-inked-a-on-a-her-a-skin.-a-Embers-a-floated-a-on-a-the-a-air-a-and-a-she-a-watched-a-them-a-as-a-they-a-crafted-a-a-a-story-a-in-a-air.-a-The-a-language-a-was-a-fluid-a-and-a-she-a-knew-a-it-a-was-a-meant-a-for-a-her.-a-Written-a-about-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-felt-a-the-a-soft-a-dirt-a-under-a-her-a-feet:-a-a-a-path-a-well-a-walked-a-because-a-she-a-had-a-been-a-here-a-before.-a-She-a-followed-a-the-a-embers-a-still-a-dancing,-a-still-a-reciting,-a-still-a-undecipherable. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Wait...let-a-me..."-a-her-a-words-a-died-a-quickly-a-because-a-she-a-was-a-too-a-far-a-away-a-and-a-if-a-she-a-did-a-not-a-catch-a-up-a-to-a-the-a-story...it-a-would-a-leave-a-her-a-behind.-a-Still,-a-helplessly-a-she-a-watched-a-them-a-float-a-up-a-toward-a-the-a-night-a-sky-a-as-a-expansive-a-as-a-a-a-sea. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    And-a-there-a-she-a-saw-a-the-a-embers-a-circle-a-up-a-near-a-the-a-moon.-a-Bright-a-and-a-intelligent-a-like-a-an-a-eye-a-without-a-an-a-iris. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-sight-a-stole-a-air-a-from-a-her-a-lungs. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    ***** 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-awoke,-a-trying-a-to-a-take-a-in-a-air.-a-It-a-would-a-do-a-no-a-good-a-because-a-the-a-Warlord,-a-as-a-per-a-his-a-habit,-a-had-a-his-a-foot-a-on-a-her-a-chest. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-laze-a-about-a-as-a-if-a-you-a-have-a-all-a-the-a-time-a-in-a-the-a-world."-a-He-a-drawled,-a-leaning-a-forward-a-to-a-apply-a-more-a-pressure. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-twisted-a-under-a-the-a-onslaught,-a-fury-a-again-a-taking-a-up-a-space-a-inside-a-of-a-her,-a-"...Stop..."-a-she-a-gasped,-a-then-a-weight-a-on-a-her-a-chest-a-was-a-gone.-a-He-a-had-a-complied-a-with-a-her-a-request-a-and-a-as-a-she-a-took-a-deep-a-breaths-a-she-a-became-a-suspicious. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Time-a-to-a-get-a-up.-a-I-a-have-a-much-a-to-a-do-a-today.-a-Fortunately,-a-I-a-do-a-have-a-time-a-to-a-spare-a-for-a-you-a-this-a-morning."-a-He-a-reached-a-down-a-to-a-take-a-her-a-by-a-the-a-arms-a-and-a-settled-a-her-a-on-a-her-a-feet.-a-She-a-did-a-not-a-push-a-him-a-away-a-nor-a-did-a-she-a-cow-a-before-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "And-a-what,-a-sir,-a-does-a-that-a-entail?"-a-her-a-voice-a-raspy-a-from-a-waking-a-up-a-so-a-violently. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-squeezed-a-the-a-flesh-a-on-a-her-a-upper-a-arms-a-and-a-smiled,-a-"To-a-begin,-a-slave,-a-you-a-need-a-to-a-bathe-a-and-a-if-a-you-a-are-a-very-a-good-a-I-a-won't-a-let-a-you-a-starve." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    That-a-sounded-a-mundane-a-enough.-a-She-a-felt-a-grimy-a-from-a-last-a-night. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-bowed-a-her-a-head-a-in-a-agreement-a-and-a-the-a-Warlord-a-laughed,-a-"I'm-a-curious-a-to-a-see-a-how-a-long-a-this-a-obedience-a-will-a-last." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-pointed-a-for-a-her-a-to-a-follow-a-him-a-and-a-like-a-the-a-tower-a-room-a-he-a-had-a-put-a-her-a-in,-a-there-a-were-a-rooms-a-off-a-from-a-the-a-main-a-bedroom-a-much-a-larger-a-and-a-luxurious-a-than-a-what-a-she-a-had-a-been-a-provided. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-held-a-a-a-large,-a-steaming-a-pool-a-that-a-smelled-a-masculine-a-and-a-clean.-a-The-a-room-a-had-a-more-a-of-a-the-a-stone-a-she-a-had-a-seen-a-outside-a-of-a-Sytadel-a-and-a-there-a-were-a-large-a-mats-a-that-a-felt-a-funny-a-under-a-her-a-feet.-a-At-a-the-a-far-a-end-a-of-a-the-a-pool,-a-situated-a-higher-a-on-a-wall,-a-was-a-a-a-steady-a-stream-a-of-a-water-a-that-a-poured-a-down-a-creating-a-small-a-churning-a-commotions. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-wondered-a-how-a-it-a-had-a-been-a-constructed-a-and-a-if-a-this-a-was-a-the-a-only-a-room-a-that-a-had-a-it? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "In."-a-the-a-Warlord-a-said-a-curtly,-a-his-a-back-a-to-a-her-a-as-a-he-a-rifled-a-around-a-the-a-large-a-shelving.-a-She-a-took-a-the-a-opportunity-a-to-a-glare-a-at-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-carefully-a-walked-a-down-a-the-a-steps-a-that-a-had-a-the-a-same-a-gritty-a-matting,-a-and-a-almost-a-moaned.-a-The-a-water-a-was-a-so-a-warm-a-and-a-it-a-welcomed-a-her-a-body-a-in-a-a-a-smooth-a-embrace.-a-She-a-did-a-not-a-care-a-if-a-the-a-Warlord-a-was-a-watching,-a-did-a-not-a-care-a-that-a-it-a-was-a-childish-a-to-a-be-a-thrilled-a-by-a-water. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-reminded-a-her-a-of-a-the-a-warm-a-springs-a-that-a-had-a-been-a-fed-a-by-a-the-a-sea-a-off-a-the-a-coast-a-of-a-Terithia.-a-When-a-the-a-court-a-of-a-her-a-"stepfather"-a-had-a-been-a-vying-a-for-a-supremacy-a-and-a-giving-a-her-a-glances-a-of-a-disdain—she-a-had-a-escaped-a-and-a-found-a-solace-a-within-a-the-a-water. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Behind-a-her,-a-Siyura-a-heard-a-the-a-slicing-a-of-a-water-a-being-a-disturbed-a-and-a-was-a-not-a-happy-a-to-a-see-a-the-a-Warlord-a-wading-a-in. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-don't-a-know-a-what-a-you-a-think—"-a-she-a-started,-a-preparing-a-to-a-make-a-a-a-retort-a-that-a-would-a-probably-a-get-a-her-a-punished. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "What-a-I-a-think-a-is-a-that-a-everything-a-in-a-this-a-room-a-is-a-mine-a-to-a-do-a-with-a-what-a-I-a-want.-a-Including-a-you,-a-witch.-a-This-a-is-a-not-a-meant-a-to-a-be-a-a-a-punishment-a-unless-a-you-a-push-a-me-a-to-a-make-a-it-a-one." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-clenched-a-her-a-jaw,-a-hoping-a-he-a-would-a-leave-a-her-a-to-a-her-a-own-a-devices.-a-She-a-was-a-disappointed,-a-however,-a-as-a-he-a-got-a-close-a-to-a-her,-a-the-a-heat-a-of-a-him-a-combined-a-with-a-the-a-steam-a-made-a-her-a-face-a-prickle. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-still-a-smelled-a-like-a-Penelope-a-and-a-she-a-had-a-to-a-stop-a-herself-a-from-a-gagging-a-with-a-repulsion.-a-She-a-still-a-could-a-not-a-get-a-the-a-image-a-of-a-Penelope-a-holding-a-onto-a-the-a-floor-a-beneath-a-her-a-trying-a-to-a-take-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-brutal-a-thrust.-a-Obviously,-a-he-a-did-a-not-a-distinguish-a-fighting-a-and-a-fucking-a-to-a-be-a-anything-a-different. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "What-a-are-a-you-a-thinking-a-about,-a-witch?"-a-he-a-asked-a-her,-a-his-a-icy-a-eyes-a-reading-a-whatever-a-had-a-been-a-flashing-a-across-a-her-a-face-a-while-a-she-a-had-a-been-a-distracted. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    As-a-if-a-she-a-would-a-give-a-him-a-something-a-more-a-to-a-torment-a-her-a-with,-a-"Monsters." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    His-a-eyebrow-a-arched-a-as-a-he-a-poured-a-something-a-that-a-smelled-a-of-a-the-a-forest-a-into-a-his-a-large-a-palm. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "And-a-what-a-about-a-monsters-a-so-a-preoccupies-a-your-a-thoughts?"-a-he-a-asked-a-rubbing-a-his-a-hands-a-together-a-and-a-to-a-her-a-annoyance-a-smoothed-a-it-a-onto-a-her.-a-His-a-hands-a-started-a-where-a-her-a-neck-a-met-a-her-a-shoulders,-a-digging-a-in-a-painfully-a-for-a-moment.-a-His-a-hands-a-were-a-thorough,-a-pushing-a-into-a-her-a-flesh-a-as-a-if-a-to-a-erase-a-all-a-the-a-violence-a-in-a-her-a-muscles. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Like-a-an-a-artist-a-with-a-a-a-piece-a-of-a-clay. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Do-a-they-a-not-a-occupy-a-yours?-a-Not-a-the-a-monsters-a-our-a-mothers-a-used-a-to-a-scare-a-us-a-to-a-keep-a-us-a-in-a-line.-a-But-a-the-a-real-a-monsters-a-who-a-wear-a-pretty-a-skin,-a-who-a-walk-a-among-a-us,-a-untouchable." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-gave-a-her-a-a-a-condescending-a-look,-a-"You-a-think-a-I'm-a-pretty?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-think-a-you-a-are-a-what-a-you-a-need-a-to-a-be-a-at-a-any-a-point-a-in-a-time."-a-She-a-shot-a-back-a-more-a-vehemently-a-than-a-she-a-intended.-a-The-a-Warlord-a-had-a-moved-a-from-a-her-a-shoulders-a-and-a-slid-a-hid-a-hands-a-under-a-her-a-arms,-a-squeezing-a-her-a-ribs. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-force-a-of-a-it-a-brought-a-her-a-closer-a-and-a-she-a-was-a-concerned-a-that-a-if-a-she-a-pushed-a-him-a-away,-a-he'd-a-drown-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-didn't-a-seem-a-offended-a-by-a-her-a-assessment,-a-"Monsters-a-have-a-their-a-place-a-within-a-reality.-a-Do-a-you-a-know-a-why?-a-Because-a-they-a-are-a-crafted-a-by-a-the-a-imagination-a-to-a-process-a-what-a-we-a-chose-a-not-a-to-a-face.-a-We-a-have-a-the-a-desire-a-to-a-control-a-what-a-we-a-feel-a-we-a-cannot,-a-so-a-we-a-birth-a-them.-a-Who-a-is-a-to-a-blame-a-then?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-was-a-making-a-very-a-consistent-a-circles-a-on-a-her-a-skin-a-and-a-she-a-wanted-a-to-a-move-a-away-a-from-a-it. 
 
      
 
   
  
 

   
 
      
 
    She-a-also-a-was-a-surprise-a-by-a-his-a-words.-a-If-a-she-a-could-a-trust-a-herself-a-she-a-would-a-almost-a-say-a-that-a-he-a-sounded...bitter. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-do-a-not-a-believe-a-in-a-wrongs-a-that-a-are-a-cloaked-a-in-a-righteousness.-a-What-a-is-a-wrong-a-is-a-wrong.-a-Monsters-a-are-a-that.-a-They-a-are-a-not-a-redeemable." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-paused-a-in-a-his-a-actions-a-and-a-looked-a-down-a-on-a-her,-a-his-a-expression-a-blank,-a-"Do-a-you-a-think-a-you're-a-redeemable?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    A-a-thrill-a-went-a-up-a-her-a-spine-a-and-a-she-a-felt-a-that-a-maybe-a-she-a-shouldn't-a-answer-a-this-a-question.-a-She-a-was-a-used-a-to-a-the-a-cruel-a-Warlord,-a-the-a-manipulative-a-bastard,-a-she-a-was-a-not-a-sure-a-how-a-to-a-interact-a-with-a-this-a-inquisitive-a-side. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I've-a-done-a-nothing-a-that-a-I-a-was-a-not-a-forced-a-to-a-do."-a-She-a-said-a-noting-a-how-a-close-a-her-a-hips-a-were-a-to-a-his.-a-She-a-needed-a-space-a-but-a-with-a-his-a-hands-a-on-a-her-a-she-a-could-a-not-a-move.-a-But-a-this-a-was-a-the-a-most-a-in-depth-a-conversation-a-she-a-had-a-had-a-with-a-him.-a-She-a-was-a-curious-a-and-a-she-a-did-a-not-a-fault-a-herself.-a-What-a-type-a-of-a-soldier-a-would-a-she-a-be-a-if-a-she-a-did-a-feel-a-out-a-her-a-captor? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "That's-a-very-a-naïve,-a-darling.-a-You-a-forget,-a-I-a-may-a-not-a-have-a-met-a-you-a-on-a-the-a-battlefield-a-but-a-I-a-know-a-everything-a-you've-a-done.-a-Every-a-crime-a-you-a-committed.-a-Every-a-monstrous-a-act." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-could-a-not-a-help-a-but-a-look-a-into-a-his-a-face-a-because-a-she-a-wanted-a-him-a-to-a-see-a-her.-a-See-a-her-a-truths. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-did-a-what-a-I-a-needed-a-to-a-do-a-to-a-save-a-my-a-people.-a-You-a-know-a-just-a-as-a-well-a-as-a-I-a-do-a-that-a-there-a-is-a-no-a-honor-a-courtesy-a-with-a-survival.-a-You-a-saw-a-my-a-country-a-as-a-a-a-conquest:-a-small-a-and-a-unsuspecting-a-and-a-you-a-raped-a-my-a-lands.-a-I-a-did-a-what-a-I-a-had-a-to.-a-You-a-did-a-what-a-you-a-wanted.-a-You-a-are-a-not-a-redeemable.-a-You-a-are-a-a-a-monster-a-by-a-choice-a-not-a-by-a-imagination-a-to-a-control."-a-She-a-mocked-a-his-a-words,-a-taking-a-on-a-the-a-lilt-a-in-a-his-a-tone. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-said-a-nothing-a-and-a-the-a-longer-a-his-a-silence-a-continued-a-the-a-more-a-it-a-seemed-a-her-a-words-a-bounced-a-off-a-the-a-stone-a-ceiling.-a-Siyura-a-felt-a-the-a-slight-a-inkling-a-of-a-insecurity-a-but-a-somehow-a-she-a-felt-a-like-a-she-a-won.-a-She-a-won-a-last-a-night-a-with-a-Lyda-a-and-a-she-a-won-a-now. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    His-a-hands-a-came-a-down-a-on-a-her-a-ass,-a-cupping-a-the-a-voluminous-a-flesh,-a-bringing-a-her-a-against-a-his-a-chest.-a-His-a-hips-a-fitting-a-into-a-hers. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-could-a-feel-a-his-a-cock,-a-half-aroused,-a-pushing-a-into-a-her-a-belly.The-a-skin-a-on-a-his-a-chest-a-was-a-hot-a-on-a-her-a-nipples. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-don't-a-have-a-to-a-do-a-this."-a-She-a-said-a-quickly,-a-cursing-a-herself-a-because-a-she-a-had-a-pushed-a-him-a-again.-a-She-a-rested-a-her-a-hands-a-on-a-his-a-chest,-a-trying-a-to-a-get-a-back-a-the-a-space-a-she-a-had. 
 
      
 
    "I-a-don't-a-have-a-to-a-do-a-anything,-a-you're-a-right.-a-But-a-I-a-enjoy-a-it."-a-She-a-knew-a-he-a-was-a-talking-a-about-a-her-a-calling-a-him-a-a-a-monster. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-squeezed-a-her-a-ass,-a-then-a-moved-a-up-a-her-a-spine-a-pushing-a-at-a-each-a-vertebra. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-whimpered-a-because,-a-damn-a-it,-a-it-a-hurt. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-do-a-not-a-care-a-how-a-you-a-see-a-me.-a-I-a-care-a-that-a-you-a-obey."-a-He-a-crooned-a-rotating-a-his-a-hips-a-against-a-her,-a-suggestive-a-and-a-a-a-warning. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "And-a-how-a-long-a-do-a-I-a-have-a-to-a-obey?"-a-she-a-asked. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Until-a-I-a-throw-a-you-a-away."-a-He-a-said-a-coldly-a-and-a-it-a-made-a-her-a-temper-a-flare.-a-She-a-yanked-a-away,-a-barely-a-wrenching-a-from-a-his-a-grasp,-a-and-a-fueled-a-by-a-the-a-insult-a-slapped-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-was-a-so-a-angry-a-she-a-had-a-not-a-paid-a-attention-a-to-a-her-a-aim.-a-The-a-result-a-was-a-slapped-a-him-a-on-a-his-a-chest-a-instead-a-of-a-his-a-face.-a-He-a-barely-a-moved-a-even-a-though-a-she-a-had-a-put-a-a-a-lot-a-of-a-force-a-into-a-the-a-hit.-a-Almost-a-immediately-a-a-a-red-a-outline-a-of-a-her-a-hand-a-appeared-a-on-a-his-a-skin. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-head-a-leaned-a-back-a-as-a-he-a-laughed. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-are-a-so-a-predictable.-a-You-a-cannot-a-control-a-yourself-a-and-a-thus-a-you'll-a-never-a-get-a-away.-a-No-a-matter-a-how-a-much-a-you-a-brood-a-while-a-you-a-believe-a-I'm-a-not-a-looking.-a-I-a-will-a-not-a-have-a-to-a-destroy-a-you.-a-You-a-will-a-destroy-a-yourself." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "That-a-is-a-not-a-true."-a-She-a-bit-a-out,-a-bothered-a-by-a-that. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "It-a-is,"-a-he-a-smoothed,-a-"you-a-think-a-too-a-much,-a-witch.-a-You-a-internalize-a-to-a-keep-a-your-a-thoughts-a-from-a-me-a-but-a-it-a-will-a-eat-a-at-a-you.-a-You-a-need-a-action-a-so-a-you-a-lash-a-out.-a-You-a-prefer-a-to-a-engage.-a-You-a-were-a-the-a-queen-a-of-a-the-a-battlefield.-a-I-a-can-a-go-a-on-a-to-a-guess-a-that-a-Cerawynd-a-or-a-Adrian-a-had-a-to-a-keep-a-you-a-in-a-check.-a-I-a-can-a-guarantee-a-your-a-rage-a-cost-a-you-a-the-a-war." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-was-a-shaking,-a-emotions-a-that-a-she-a-could-a-not-a-categorize-a-sped-a-through-a-her,-a-too-a-fast-a-for-a-her-a-to-a-process.-a-He-a-was-a-just-a-being-a-a-a-bastard.-a-He-a-knew-a-nothing-a-about-a-her.-a-He-a-didn't. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Don't-a-talk-a-about-a-them."-a-She-a-said-a-softly. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You're-a-right.-a-I-a-shouldn't-a-be-a-discussing-a-them-a-with-a-you.-a-They-a-are-a-not-a-your-a-concern-a-anymore."-a-He-a-cupped-a-water-a-in-a-his-a-hands-a-and-a-scrubbed-a-his-a-face.-a-The-a-water-a-webbed-a-on-a-his-a-eyelashes,-a-making-a-them-a-darker. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Try-a-as-a-you-a-might,-a-I-a-will-a-not-a-let-a-you-a-use-a-them-a-to-a-bait-a-me."-a-She-a-said-a-watching-a-him-a-wash-a-himself-a-as-a-if-a-she-a-was-a-not-a-worth-a-interrupting-a-his-a-routine-a-for. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "We-a-shall-a-see,"-a-he-a-rinsed-a-himself-a-off,-a-grabbed-a-her-a-by-a-the-a-arm,-a-and-a-pushed-a-her-a-under-a-the-a-waterfall.-a-She-a-felt-a-he-a-held-a-her-a-under-a-longer-a-than-a-was-a-necessary.-a-When-a-he-a-pulled-a-her-a-out-a-she-a-cleared-a-her-a-throat,-a-wiping-a-the-a-water-a-from-a-her-a-face. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "What-a-do-a-you-a-mean,-a-I-a-shall-a-see?"-a-she-a-asked. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Go-a-and-a-sit-a-on-a-the-a-ledge."-a-He-a-ordered.-a-She-a-was-a-too-a-on-a-edge-a-to-a-do-a-anything-a-else. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-pressed-a-her-a-hands-a-against-a-the-a-flat-a-stone-a-and-a-hoisted-a-herself-a-up,-a-the-a-stone-a-slick-a-from-a-the-a-water. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-let-a-out-a-a-a-gasp-a-because-a-she-a-had-a-expected-a-him-a-to-a-be-a-right-a-by-a-the-a-waterfall,-a-instead-a-he-a-was-a-mere-a-inches-a-from-a-her.-a-How-a-had-a-he-a-moved-a-so-a-quietly? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-grabbed-a-her-a-thighs-a-and-a-parted-a-them-a-so-a-he-a-could-a-crowd-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "What-a-are-a-you-a-doing?"-a-she-a-asked-a-more-a-calmly-a-than-a-she-a-felt. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-cruel-a-Warlord-a-was-a-back,-a-she-a-could-a-see-a-it-a-in-a-the-a-set-a-of-a-his-a-mouth,-a-"Do-a-you-a-want-a-to-a-know-a-about-a-the-a-rest-a-of-a-Valiant?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    A-a-leap-a-of-a-surprise-a-took-a-hold,-a-"You-a-know-a-I-a-do.-a-What-a-do-a-you-a-want-a-from-a-me?"-a-She-a-needed-a-to-a-hear-a-about-a-Adrian.-a-Needed-a-to-a-know-a-his-a-outcome.-a-Prayed-a-to-a-her-a-goddess-a-that-a-had-a-been-a-silent-a-her-a-whole-a-life-a-that-a-he-a-was-a-okay. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-want-a-your-a-pleasure.-a-I-a-want-a-you-a-to-a-show-a-me-a-your-a-private-a-moments-a-that-a-you-a-think-a-belong-a-to-a-yourself." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Why?"-a-she-a-snapped,-a-trying-a-to-a-close-a-her-a-legs. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-told-a-you.-a-I'm-a-going-a-to-a-be-a-your-a-god.-a-Gods,-a-have-a-the-a-privilege-a-of-a-every-a-aspect-a-of-a-their-a-followers."-a-He-a-quipped,-a-voice-a-sweet-a-and-a-liquid. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    How-a-long-a-did-a-she-a-think-a-she-a-avoid-a-his-a-lust?-a-He-a-had-a-sat-a-her-a-in-a-his-a-lap-a-and-a-in-a-front-a-of-a-everyone-a-stroked-a-and-a-tempted-a-her.-a-The-a-people-a-watching-a-and-a-the-a-threat-a-of-a-being-a-attacked-a-had-a-dampened-a-her-a-from-a-responding-a-as-a-she-a-normally-a-would.-a-She-a-was-a-not-a-attracted-a-to-a-him-a-but-a-she-a-was-a-not-a-a-a-cold-a-creature-a-who-a-did-a-not-a-react.-a-The-a-raw-a-pull-a-and-a-give-a-of-a-power-a-between-a-him-a-and-a-Penelope-a-had-a-been-a-primitive-a-and-a-addicting. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-took-a-a-a-deep-a-breath-a-and-a-spread-a-her-a-legs-a-a-a-little-a-bit-a-further,-a-"Fine...fine." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-couldn't-a-look-a-at-a-him.-a-He-a-could-a-have-a-her-a-physical-a-arousal-a-but-a-he-a-was-a-not-a-going-a-to-a-stake-a-claim-a-on-a-the-a-most-a-private-a-parts-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-laid-a-back-a-onto-a-the-a-stone,-a-not-a-bothering-a-to-a-adjust-a-herself-a-from-a-the-a-uneven-a-peaks-a-that-a-had-a-not-a-been-a-worn-a-down-a-when-a-the-a-bathing-a-pool-a-was-a-built. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-could-a-still-a-feel-a-his-a-warmth-a-and-a-even-a-worse,-a-his-a-eyes-a-looking-a-down-a-on-a-her:-a-at-a-her-a-tits,-a-at-a-the-a-hollow-a-that-a-formed-a-between-a-her-a-hips,-a-at-a-her-a-exposed-a-pussy—open-a-and-a-vulnerable-a-to-a-his-a-scrutiny.-a-Siyura-a-could-a-not-a-lie-a-to-a-herself-a-and-a-say-a-she-a-did-a-not-a-feel...completely-a-confident-a-in-a-how-a-she-a-viewed-a-her-a-body. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Adrian-a-had-a-never-a-been-a-dominant-a-when-a-they-a-were-a-in-a-bed-a-together.-a-He-a-had-a-been-a-happy-a-to-a-let-a-her-a-do-a-what-a-she-a-wanted.-a-She-a-did-a-not-a-like-a-the-a-vulnerability-a-and-a-under-a-the-a-Warlord-a-she-a-was-a-as-a-vulnerable-a-as-a-she-a-would-a-ever-a-be. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-leaned-a-down,-a-his-a-mouth-a-brushing-a-the-a-skin-a-of-a-her-a-abdomen. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Here,"-a-he-a-said-a-placing-a-another-a-chaste-a-kiss,-a-"is-a-the-a-most-a-vulnerable-a-spot-a-on-a-prey." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-kissed-a-her-a-again,-a-sucking-a-her-a-skin-a-with-a-his-a-teeth.-a-At-a-the-a-same-a-time-a-his-a-fingers,-a-lazily-a-stroked-a-up-a-her-a-cunt,-a-making-a-her-a-gasp.-a-He-a-bit-a-her-a-then-a-licked-a-the-a-sting-a-away.-a-He-a-kissed-a-her-a-belly-a-one-a-last-a-time-a-before-a-grabbing-a-her-a-hips-a-and-a-pulling-a-her-a-closer. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-watched-a-Penelope-a-with-a-disdain,-a-why?"-a-he-a-asked-a-though-a-she-a-suspected-a-he-a-knew-a-the-a-answer. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-carefully-a-crafted-a-her-a-response,-a-"Because-a-I-a-do-a-not-a-like-a-her." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    A-a-slap-a-landed-a-on-a-her-a-pussy,-a-making-a-her-a-jump,-a-"More,-a-witch." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Fuck,-a-"She-a-liked-a-being-a-fucked-a-by-a-you!-a-You-a-know-a-I-a-hate-a-you,-a-you-a-know-a-that..." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-moved-a-her-a-leg-a-over-a-his-a-shoulder,-a-giving-a-her-a-his-a-wolf-a-look,-a-"You-a-will,-a-witch.-a-I-a-bet-a-you'll-a-like-a-it-a-more-a-than-a-her." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Fuck—"-a-the-a-Warlord-a-ducked,-a-his-a-face-a-nuzzling-a-into-a-her,-a-his-a-mouth-a-taking-a-a-a-generous-a-taste. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-placed-a-a-a-hand-a-over-a-her-a-mouth-a-to-a-keep-a-herself-a-from-a-making-a-noise.-a-She-a-would-a-not-a-make-a-any-a-noises-a-for-a-him.-a-Not-a-like-a-Penelope.-a-Not-a-like-a-any-a-of-a-his-a-whores. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Goddess,-a-he-a-knew-a-what-a-he-a-was-a-doing.-a-His-a-tongue-a-alternated-a-between-a-massaging-a-and-a-flicking-a-her-a-clit.-a-He-a-lapped-a-at-a-her,-a-the-a-noises-a-unrefined-a-between-a-them:-a-his-a-sucking-a-mixing-a-the-a-juices-a-that-a-started-a-to-a-give-a-her-a-away. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-jerked-a-her-a-again-a-and-a-she-a-tightened-a-her-a-hand-a-until-a-she-a-was-a-smothering-a-herself.-a-She-a-felt-a-him-a-hum-a-against-a-her-a-pussy,-a-the-a-vibrating-a-making-a-another-a-rush-a-of-a-wetness-a-come-a-out-a-of-a-her.-a-She-a-couldn't-a-help-a-herself,-a-she-a-looked-a-down-a-at-a-him-a-and-a-almost-a-came-a-from-a-seeing-a-his-a-massive-a-shoulders-a-between-a-her-a-legs. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Stop-a-this,-a-Siyura,-a-he's-a-going-a-to-a-break-a-you-a-if-a-you-a-do-a-not-a-keep-a-yourself-a-together. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    When-a-she-a-felt-a-one-a-of-a-his-a-fingers-a-circling-a-her-a-opening,-a-she-a-ripped-a-her-a-hand-a-from-a-her-a-mouth,-a-"Don't!" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-slid-a-his-a-finger-a-inside-a-of-a-her,-a-twisting-a-it,-a-so-a-his-a-knuckle-a-rubbed-a-against-a-the-a-sensitive-a-spot-a-inside-a-of-a-her.-a-He-a-didn't-a-give-a-her-a-chance-a-to-a-gather-a-her-a-wits-a-before-a-he-a-thrust-a-another-a-finger-a-inside-a-of-a-her-a-stretching-a-her,-a-pushing-a-her-a-closer-a-to-a-where-a-he-a-wanted-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-lifted-a-his-a-head,-a-her-a-arousal-a-spread-a-across-a-his-a-lips.-a-He-a-crawled-a-up-a-her-a-body-a-resting-a-his-a-hand-a-by-a-her-a-head,-a-"Ask-a-me-a-to-a-let-a-you-a-cum." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-was-a-breathing-a-hard,-a-the-a-edge-a-of-a-her-a-orgasm-a-promising-a-to-a-stop-a-his-a-torment-a-of-a-her.-a-Cum-a-for-a-him-a-and-a-he-a-would-a-leave-a-her-a-alone.-a-He-a-was-a-so-a-close,-a-his-a-smell-a-in-a-her-a-head. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-licked-a-her-a-lips,-a-remembering-a-Penelope's-a-words-a-from-a-the-a-night-a-before,-a-"Please,-a-Master,-a-can-a-I-a-cum-a-for-a-you?"-a-She-a-was-a-sure-a-she-a-had-a-gotten-a-Penelope's-a-throaty...whiny-a-voice-a-down.-a-The-a-Warlord-a-recognized-a-it-a-for-a-what-a-it-a-was-a-and-a-smiled. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-moved-a-his-a-fingers-a-in-a-and-a-out,-a-feeling-a-every-a-part-a-inside-a-of-a-her,-a-like-a-he-a-was-a-memorizing-a-the-a-silky-a-walls.-a-It-a-was-a-lulling-a-and-a-when-a-he-a-added-a-his-a-thumb-a-against-a-her-a-clit,-a-she-a-couldn't-a-stop-a-the-a-orgasm-a-from-a-gripping-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Her-a-pussy-a-spasmed,-a-sucking-a-on-a-his-a-fingers,-a-impatient-a-to-a-be-a-satiated.-a-For-a-a-a-moment,-a-Siyura-a-thought-a-she-a-felt-a-the-a-familiar-a-spark-a-of-a-her-a-magic.-a-Thought-a-she-a-saw-a-the-a-candles-a-behind-a-them-a-dim.-a-It-a-was-a-still-a-in-a-her-a-blood,-a-still-a-striving-a-to-a-have-a-its-a-demands-a-met,-a-still-a-working-a-against-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-bucked-a-her-a-hips,-a-Goddess-a-help-a-her,-a-until-a-his-a-cock-a-was-a-running-a-between-a-her-a-folds.-a-She-a-did-a-it-a-again-a-and-a-again,-a-watching-a-lust-a-and-a-something-a-else-a-combine-a-in-a-his-a-face. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-looked-a-into-a-his-a-eyes-a-that-a-were-a-watching-a-as-a-if-a-hypnotized-a-by-a-her-a-coming-a-apart.-a-He-a-didn't-a-move-a-from-a-on-a-top-a-of-a-her-a-and-a-she-a-knew-a-he-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-fuck-a-her.-a-Knew-a-as-a-his-a-thumb-a-started-a-to-a-gently-a-stroke-a-her-a-swollen-a-sex,-a-again. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-had-a-to-a-get-a-away-a-from-a-him...had-a-to-a-stay-a-away-a-from-a-him.-a-He-a-prodded-a-at-a-her-a-base-a-nature...made-a-it-a-take-a-over-a-her-a-sensibility. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Don't-a-do-a-this."-a-She-a-pleaded.-a-She-a-had-a-raged,-a-yelled,-a-and-a-defiantly-a-complied.-a-She-a-had-a-never-a-asked-a-for-a-his-a-mercy. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-blinked-a-slowly-a-and-a-sliding-a-his-a-fingers-a-out-a-of-a-her-a-caused-a-another-a-drag-a-that-a-promised-a-another-a-numbing-a-orgasm. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-traced-a-her-a-bottom-a-lip,-a-smearing-a-her-a-arousal-a-before-a-dipping-a-into-a-her-a-mouth-a-to-a-put-a-the-a-taste-a-on-a-her-a-tongue. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Give-a-in."-a-he-a-said-a-not-a-unkindly,-a-the-a-plump-a-head-a-of-a-his-a-cock-a-just-a-barely-a-inside-a-of-a-her,-a-making-a-her-a-shiver-a-despite-a-the-a-humid-a-air. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Her-a-breath-a-came-a-in-a-short,-a-hard-a-burst,-a-a-a-sad-a-sight-a-compared-a-to-a-his-a-calmness.-a-Why-a-was-a-he-a-so-a-calm?-a-He-a-pushed-a-her-a-hair-a-back,-a-smoothing-a-it-a-from-a-her-a-forehead,-a-"Siyura." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    There-a-were-a-unsaid-a-motives-a-between-a-them,-a-adding-a-to-a-the-a-ever-a-growing-a-complicated-a-personality-a-of-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "My-a-Lord."-a-Came-a-a-a-brisk-a-voice-a-from-a-outside-a-of-a-the-a-doorway.-a-Not-a-moving-a-forward-a-until-a-he-a-was-a-given-a-permission.-a-The-a-Warlord-a-who-a-had-a-not-a-looked-a-up-a-at-a-the-a-voice-a-and-a-was-a-still-a-staring-a-at-a-her,-a-his-a-face-a-now-a-contorted-a-in-a-anger-a-as-a-if-a-the-a-interruption-a-was-a-her-a-fault.
 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    As-a-if-a-she-a-had-a-robbed-a-him. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-lifted-a-himself,-a-the-a-water-a-that-a-collected-a-on-a-him-a-running-a-onto-a-her.-a-She-a-couldn't-a-move-a-yet.-a-Couldn't-a-process-a-what-a-had-a-almost-a-happened. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Enter."-a-He-a-barked,-a-his-a-cock-a-now-a-half-a-aroused.-a-He-a-ran-a-his-a-fingers-a-through-a-his-a-hair-a-then-a-picked-a-up-a-a-a-folded-a-piece-a-of-a-cloth. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "My-a-Lord,"-a-she-a-heard-a-Erikson's-a-impassive-a-voice,-a-"there-a-is-a-a-a-party-a-here.-a-They're-a-from-a-the-a-king.-a-Something-a-has-a-happened." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Clearly."-a-He-a-snapped-a-wrapping-a-the-a-cloth-a-around-a-his-a-waist.-a-He-a-dropped-a-another-a-onto-a-Siyura-a-not-a-caring-a-it-a-landed-a-on-a-her-a-face. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-sat-a-up-a-and-a-frowned-a-because-a-her-a-hands-a-were-a-shaking.-a-She-a-almost-a-couldn't-a-get-a-the-a-cloth-a-unfolded. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I'll-a-be-a-there-a-momentarily,-a-Erikson.-a-Have-a-Penelope-a-entertain-a-them-a-until-a-I-a-arrive.-a-Unless-a-you-a-want-a-wish-a-to-a-take-a-up-a-the-a-task,-a-witch.-a-You-a-two-a-are-a-so-a-much-a-alike-a-after-a-all." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    **** 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-sat-a-at-a-the-a-kitchen-a-table,-a-a-a-plate-a-of-a-breakfast-a-in-a-front-a-of-a-her.-a-She-a-hadn't-a-even-a-touched-a-it-a-yet.-a-She-a-made-a-sure-a-to-a-drink-a-her-a-tea-a-first. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-had-a-given-a-her-a-a-a-transparent-a-robe,-a-probably-a-loaned-a-from-a-one-a-his-a-other-a-women.-a-It-a-was-a-stitched-a-with-a-ivory-a-flowers-a-and-a-small-a-little-a-pearls.-a-Any-a-other-a-time-a-she-a-would-a-have-a-thought-a-it-a-frivolous.-a-Now-a-she-a-wanted-a-to-a-hold-a-onto-a-it-a-with-a-a-a-death-a-grip. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-had-a-allowed-a-her-a-to-a-wear-a-it-a-for-a-her-a-climaxing-a-under-a-him.-a-One-a-of-a-the-a-masks-a-he-a-elected-a-to-a-wear-a-for-a-the-a-occasion-a-with-a-the-a-Chaotic-a-King's-a-messengers-a-had-a-already-a-been-a-in-a-place-a-before-a-he-a-stepped-a-out-a-of-a-the-a-bedroom. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Erikson-a-had-a-been-a-ordered-a-to-a-take-a-her-a-to-a-Umla-a-where-a-he-a-would-a-come-a-back-a-for-a-her.-a-Her-a-heart-a-had-a-sank-a-when-a-he-a-had-a-told-a-her-a-his-a-intentions.-a-She-a-needed-a-space-a-from-a-him.-a-Space-a-to-a-gather-a-herself-a-and-a-put-a-her-a-armor-a-back-a-into-a-place. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-sipped-a-the-a-tea-a-and-a-glanced-a-across-a-the-a-table-a-at-a-Umla-a-who-a-was-a-watching-a-her-a-eagerly. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-never-a-did-a-help-a-you-a-clean."-a-Siyura-a-said-a-because-a-she-a-couldn't-a-think-a-anything-a-else-a-to-a-say. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Umla's-a-thick-a-eyebrows-a-screwed-a-over-a-her-a-eyes,-a-"I-a-highly-a-doubt-a-you'll-a-be-a-doing-a-any-a-type-a-of-a-domestic-a-work." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura,-a-looked-a-down,-a-annoyed-a-that-a-she-a-had-a-reminded-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Lyda-a-has-a-been-a-trying-a-to-a-see-a-you."-a-Umla-a-said-a-placing-a-her-a-thick-a-forearms-a-on-a-the-a-oak-a-table. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-was-a-earnestly-a-surprised-a-this-a-time.-a-Was-a-Lyda-a-angry-a-at-a-her?-a-Did-a-she-a-blame-a-her-a-for-a-what-a-the-a-Warlord-a-made-a-her-a-do? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Seems-a-to-a-have-a-been-a-replace-a-with-a-someone-a-else,-a-she-a-has.-a-She's-a-not-a-scuttling-a-around-a-here-a-like-a-an-a-abused-a-mouse.-a-Got-a-mighty-a-mouthy-a-with-a-me-a-last-a-night."-a-Umla-a-intoned...but-a-she-a-didn't-a-look-a-angry-a-like-a-she-a-had-a-when-a-Sayai-a-had-a-disrespected-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Does-a-this-a-please-a-you?"-a-She-a-asked-a-draining-a-her-a-cup. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "It-a-doesn't-a-displease-a-me.-a-She-a-needed-a-a-a-good-a-shaking.-a-She-a-was-a-not-a-meant-a-to-a-be-a-in-a-this-a-household...hasn't-a-got-a-the-a-stomach-a-for-a-it." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "And-a-now-a-you-a-think-a-she-a-has?"-a-Siyura-a-asked-a-sourly. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Umla-a-fidgeted-a-again,-a-moving-a-her-a-arms,-a-not-a-seeming-a-to-a-know-a-what-a-to-a-do-a-with-a-her-a-hands.-a-Finally-a-she-a-interlaced-a-them,-a-"I-a-know-a-what-a-you-a-are." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-didn't-a-show-a-any-a-reaction-a-to-a-this,-a-instead-a-picked-a-up-a-her-a-fork.-a-She-a-scraped-a-the-a-meat-a-off-a-the-a-plate-a-and-a-onto-a-the-a-table.-a-As-a-she-a-was-a-cutting-a-into-a-a-a-piece-a-of-a-fruit,-a-Umla-a-said,-a-"At-a-first,-a-I-a-did-a-not-a-believe-a-it.-a-Not-a-until-a-I-a-saw-a-those-a-chains-a-while-a-you-a-were-a-in-a-the-a-tub.-a-The-a-Poison-a-Caller-a-made-a-them—" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Tryoxth-a-and-a-I-a-are-a-not-a-equal."-a-Siyura-a-said-a-coldly.-a-Still-a-angry-a-about-a-her-a-being-a-leashed. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Umla-a-leaned-a-forward,-a-eager,-a-"I-a-know-a-that.-a-Just-a-as-a-I-a-know-a-that-a-those-a-chains-a-should-a-not-a-be-a-holding-a-you." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "And-a-how-a-do-a-you-a-know-a-that?"-a-she-a-mocked,-a-taking-a-another-a-bite. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Isle-a-of-a-Shadows."-a-She-a-said-a-and-a-Siyura-a-froze-a-mid-bite.-a-Umla-a-was-a-watching-a-her,-a-smugness-a-on-a-her-a-unattractive-a-features. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-finished-a-the-a-bite-a-and-a-then-a-slowly-a-put-a-her-a-fork-a-down,-a-lining-a-it-a-up-a-with-a-her-a-spoon.-a-"Tell-a-me,-a-Umla.-a-Are-a-you-a-my-a-ally?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Umla-a-leaned-a-back,-a-the-a-wooden-a-chair-a-creaking-a-under-a-her-a-stocky-a-weight.-a-Her-a-armed-a-moved-a-into-a-her-a-apron-a-and-a-pulled-a-out-a-a-a-flat,-a-metal-a-container.-a-Unscrewing-a-the-a-lid,-a-she-a-took-a-a-a-heavy-a-swig.-a-Siyura-a-smelled-a-alcohol-a-and-a-took-a-it-a-when-a-Umla-a-handed-a-it-a-to-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I'm-a-not-a-your-a-enemy." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-smiled-a-and-a-took-a-a-a-heavy-a-swig,-a-feeling-a-it-a-slide-a-through-a-her-a-body,-a-weaving-a-its-a-path-a-in-a-her-a-veins.-a-She-a-wanted-a-it-a-to-a-make-a-its-a-way-a-to-a-her-a-mind,-a-erase-a-the-a-morning.-a-Erase-a-how-a-she-a-almost-a-let-a-the-a-Warlord-a-do-a-whatever-a-he-a-wanted-a-to-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
   
  
 

 No,-a-she-a-argued-a-with-a-herself,-a-that-a-was-a-not-a-you.-a-Not-a-the-a-real-a-you.-a-It's-a-the-a-other. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "That-a-does-a-not-a-sound-a-reassuring.-a-You-a-watch-a-as-a-he-a-plays-a-with-a-me.-a-You-a-serve-a-him-a-faithfully.-a-Live-a-in-a-his-a-home,-a-eat-a-his-a-food.-a-I-a-doubt-a-we-a-are-a-friends."-a-She-a-took-a-another-a-swig.-a-Adoring-a-the-a-numbness-a-that-a-protected-a-her-a-secrets. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "And-a-you-a-took-a-the-a-innocence-a-of-a-a-a-girl-a-at-a-his-a-order."-a-Umla-a-said-a-snippily. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "You-a-know-a-what-a-would-a-have-a-happened-a-if-a-I-a-hadn't."-a-She-a-shot-a-back,-a-taking-a-another-a-drink-a-before-a-handing-a-it-a-back-a-to-a-Umla-a-who,-a-thankfully,-a-didn't-a-make-a-moves-a-to-a-put-a-it-a-away. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Yes,-a-I-a-do.-a-So-a-what-a-makes-a-you-a-think-a-I-a-have-a-not-a-been-a-given-a-the-a-same-a-ultimatum?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Because-a-you're-a-not-a-stupid." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Neither-a-are-a-you."-a-She-a-said-a-again,-a-her-a-tone-a-grating-a-Siyura's-a-nerves. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "He-a-doesn't-a-want-a-to-a-fuck-a-you."-a-She-a-burst,-a-her-a-anger-a-palpable.-a-Yes,-a-she-a-was-a-angry-a-because-a-that-a-was-a-what-a-she-a-had-a-seen.-a-He-a-wanted-a-to-a-fuck-a-her-a-and-a-not-a-just-a-as-a-a-a-power-a-play. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Umla-a-nodded-a-her-a-head,-a-a-a-tendril-a-of-a-hair-a-falling-a-into-a-her-a-face.-a-She-a-scrapped-a-it-a-away,-a-"You're-a-right.-a-He-a-doesn't-a-and-a-I'm-a-not-a-the-a-recipient-a-of-a-his...play.-a-He's-a-shown-a-me-a-respect—but-a-it's-a-fostered-a-in-a-a-a-debt-a-nonetheless." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "How-a-do-a-you-a-know-a-about-a-me."-a-She-a-asked,-a-not-a-wanting-a-to-a-discuss-a-the-a-Warlord. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "We-a-originate-a-from-a-the-a-same-a-place." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-took-a-in-a-a-a-sharp-a-breath,-a-"You're-a-not-a-a-a-Sarca-a-witch.-a-You're-a-not-a-even-a-a-a-witch." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Umla-a-smiled,-a-"Witches-a-are-a-not-a-the-a-only-a-occupants-a-of-a-the-a-Isles." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-had-a-suspected.-a-Had-a-suspected-a-since-a-she-a-had-a-found-a-and-a-befriended-a-Cera.-a-Cera-a-did-a-not-a-have-a-knowledge-a-of-a-her-a-origins—she-a-had-a-been-a-found-a-by-a-an-a-old-a-Swamp-a-Hag-a-who-a-had-a-but-a-never-a-divulged.-a-The-a-Hag-a-had-a-told-a-Cera-a-that-a-she-a-had-a-been-a-founded-a-wondering-a-around-a-in-a-the-a-night,-a-disoriented-a-and-a-covered-a-in-a-blood. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Hag-a-had-a-suppressed-a-the-a-traumatic-a-memories-a-and-a-adopted-a-the-a-little-a-elf-a-girl-a-as-a-her-a-own.-a-Maybe-a-it-a-had-a-been-a-in-a-Cera's-a-best-a-interest-a-to-a-steal-a-her-a-memories...or-a-maybe-a-the-a-Hag-a-had-a-been-a-lonely-a-and-a-wanted-a-a-a-child.-a-Regardless,-a-when-a-the-a-Hag-a-had-a-been-a-dragged-a-before-a-the-a-little-a-ignorant-a-town-a-to-a-be-a-murdered-a-she-a-had-a-sent-a-a-a-plea-a-to-a-Siyura's-a-mother-a-instead-a-of-a-giving-a-Cera-a-her-a-birthright. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-had-a-been-a-working-a-on-a-breaking-a-the-a-Hag's-a-magic-a-before-a-the-a-war. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-books-a-her-a-mother-a-had-a-left-a-her-a-were-a-dedicated-a-to-a-Sarca-a-witches-a-only—having-a-a-a-narrow-a-focus-a-on-a-the-a-culture-a-she-a-originated-a-from.-a-Her-a-mother-a-was-a-radical-a-in-a-the-a-people-a-she-a-had-a-lost-a-and-a-had-a-not-a-been-a-willing-a-to-a-speak-a-on-a-anything-a-else.-a-Even-a-when-a-Siyura-a-begged-a-her-a-to-a-help-a-her-a-with-a-Cera. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Her-a-mother-a-only-a-had-a-said,-a-"They-a-have-a-their-a-side,-a-we-a-have-a-ours." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-had-a-assumed-a-she'd-a-been-a-speaking-a-on-a-elves-a-versus-a-Sarca-a-witches. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    And-a-now-a-Umla-a-was-a-dangling-a-a-a-shiny-a-piece-a-in-a-front-a-of-a-her,-a-"Tell-a-me." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Before-a-she-a-could-a-say-a-anything,-a-the-a-Warlord-a-strolled-a-in,-a-his-a-gaze-a-centered-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "It's-a-early-a-to-a-be-a-indulging,-a-is-a-it-a-not-a-Umla?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Is-a-everyday-a-not-a-a-a-day-a-to-a-indulge?"-a-She-a-teased-a-but-a-screwed-a-the-a-lid-a-onto-a-the-a-flask. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-grabbed-a-her-a-upper-a-arm-a-and-a-he-a-yanked-a-her-a-from-a-her-a-chair. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Umla,-a-see-a-to-a-it-a-that-a-the-a-king's-a-party-a-has-a-the-a-appropriate-a-supplies-a-to-a-get-a-back." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-didn't-a-acknowledge-a-her-a-answer,-a-just-a-yanked-a-Siyura-a-outside.-a-It-a-was-a-like-a-leaving-a-the-a-darkness-a-of-a-those-a-who-a-hunted-a-her.-a-Accept-a-he-a-was-a-right-a-in-a-front-a-of-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-led-a-her-a-to-a-a-a-horse-a-that-a-he-a-must-a-have-a-had-a-waiting-a-for-a-him-a-and-a-helped-a-her-a-onto-a-the-a-saddle. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Where-a-was-a-he-a-taking-a-her?-a-Did-a-he-a-have-a-the-a-anchor-a-on-a-him?-a-She-a-wanted-a-to-a-turn-a-to-a-study-a-him,-a-to-a-see-a-what-a-was-a-different-a-but-a-he-a-swung-a-up-a-behind-a-her,-a-her-a-ass-a-tight-a-against-a-his-a-cock. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-motioned-a-for-a-the-a-horse-a-to-a-trot-a-forward.-a-They-a-rode-a-downhill-a-into-a-the-a-pristine-a-city-a-that-a-was-a-moving-a-into-a-the-a-routine-a-of-a-the-a-afternoon.-a-His-a-people-a-stopped-a-in-a-their-a-motions-a-to-a-watch-a-him,-a-wave-a-at-a-him,-a-vying-a-for-a-him-a-to-a-acknowledge-a-them.-a-She-a-was-a-not-a-sure-a-if-a-he-a-did-a-or-a-not,-a-his-a-body-a-practically-a-caging-a-hers. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-town-a-truly-a-was-a-impressive-a-with-a-its-a-construction-a-and-a-mechanics.-a-Through-a-the-a-middle-a-of-a-the-a-city-a-there-a-was-a-a-a-running-a-river-a-that-a-had-a-to-a-have-a-been-a-created-a-by-a-someone-a-who-a-was-a-knowledgeable-a-of-a-irrigation-a-systems.-a-Did-a-he-a-supply-a-running-a-water-a-to-a-all-a-the-a-homes-a-under-a-his-a-domain? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-city,-a-though-a-she-a-had-a-seen-a-it-a-at-a-night,-a-was-a-still-a-beautiful-a-within-a-in-a-the-a-daylight.-a-The-a-Warlord-a-obviously-a-had-a-a-a-certain-a-standard-a-that-a-he-a-expected-a-of-a-those-a-he-a-ruled. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    And-a-then-a-there-a-was-a-the-a-wall:-a-large-a-and-a-imposing-a-and-a-infallible.-a-She-a-stopped-a-paying-a-attention-a-to-a-the-a-city-a-and-a-couldn't-a-help-a-but-a-look-a-at-a-it.-a-And-a-the-a-Warlord-a-was-a-steering-a-them-a-right-a-toward-a-the-a-massive-a-entrance.-a-There-a-was-a-citizen-a-ambling-a-in-a-and-a-out,-a-comfortably,-a-and-a-Siyura's-a-heart-a-leapt-a-now-a-that-a-she-a-could-a-see-a-out-a-of-a-the-a-doors,-a-freedom-a-beckoning. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-stopped-a-his-a-horse-a-right-a-before-a-they-a-would-a-have-a-gone-a-through-a-the-a-archways.-a-Siyura-a-had-a-to-a-lean-a-her-a-head-a-back-a-to-a-see-a-the-a-top-a-of-a-the-a-wall.-a-She-a-saw-a-that-a-it-a-had-a-jutting-a-stations-a-that-a-no-a-doubt-a-held-a-soldiers.-a-To-a-her-a-right,-a-she-a-could-a-see-a-wooden-a-beams-a-criss-crossed-a-to-a-hold-a-men-a-who-a-were-a-making-a-repairs.-a-They-a-were-a-held-a-up-a-by-a-cords-a-and-a-had-a-metal-a-brackets-a-to-a-hold-a-up-a-their-a-equipment. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Are-a-you-a-impressed?"-a-he-a-murmured-a-and-a-jarred-a-her-a-out-a-of-a-her-a-reverie. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-supposed-a-I'm-a-as-a-impressed-a-as-a-any...newcomer-a-to-a-Sytadel." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "This-a-wall-a-will-a-be-a-the-a-greatest-a-achievement-a-of-a-Sytadel."-a-He-a-said,-a-sliding-a-off-a-the-a-saddle,-a-taking-a-the-a-reins-a-to-a-walk-a-the-a-horse-a-forward. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-thought-a-that-a-would-a-be-a-you?-a-The-a-male-a-who-a-holds-a-the-a-glory-a-of-a-Haldane-a-in-a-his-a-hands?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-glanced-a-at-a-her,-a-the-a-gold-a-pieces-a-of-a-his-a-uniform-a-glinting-a-in-a-the-a-day-a-light,-a-"I-a-am-a-not-a-an-a-achievement.-a-I-a-stand-a-as-a-a-a-legend.-a-What-a-part-a-will-a-you-a-play?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-have-a-no-a-desire-a-to-a-play-a-a-a-part."-a-She-a-said-a-stiffly. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "That-a-matters-a-not."-a-He-a-said-a-reaching-a-up-a-and-a-pulling-a-her-a-off-a-the-a-saddle.-a-He-a-cupped-a-her-a-face-a-gently,-a-searching.-a-She-a-didn't-a-look-a-into-a-his-a-eyes. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I'm-a-leaving-a-for-a-a-a-couple-a-of-a-days."-a-He-a-said-a-and-a-she-a-felt-a-awkward.-a-Why-a-did-a-that-a-matter?-a-He-a-didn't-a-seem-a-like-a-the-a-man-a-who-a-ever-a-explained-a-himself.-a-She-a-chose-a-to-a-not-a-answer. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-owe-a-you-a-information-a-about-a-your...comrades."-a-He-a-said-a-in-a-a-a-quiet-a-amused-a-voice. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Yes.-a-He-a-had-a-promised-a-her-a-information-a-about-a-Adrian-a-and-a-Cera.-a-It-a-had-a-completely-a-slipped-a-her-a-mind-a-much-a-to-a-her-a-shame. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Cera-a-has-a-been-a-captured.-a-I-a-imagine-a-Farrow-a-has-a-managed-a-to-a-take-a-control-a-of-a-her." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-swallowed.-a-She-a-had-a-known-a-that-a-Cera-a-had-a-been-a-struggling-a-to-a-evade-a-her-a-purser.-a-She-a-had-a-not-a-gone-a-into-a-detail-a-during-a-their-a-written-a-correspondence,-a-afraid-a-of-a-it-a-being-a-intercepted.-a-She-a-had-a-been-a-planning-a-to-a-give-a-full-a-disclosure-a-after-a-Cera-a-helped-a-her-a-evacuate.-a-But-a-she-a-was-a-here,-a-closer-a-to-a-Siyura-a-than-a-she-a-had-a-been-a-since-a-the-a-war-a-started. 
 
      
 
    She-a-licked-a-her-a-lips,-a-afraid-a-of-a-her-a-next-a-question,-a-"Adrian?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-Warlord-a-studied-a-her-a-for-a-a-a-moment-a-and-a-moved-a-his-a-face-a-closer-a-until-a-his-a-lips-a-hovered-a-over-a-hers.-a-Anyone-a-who-a-passed-a-them-a-might-a-think-a-they-a-were-a-seconds-a-from-a-kissing. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    They-a-wouldn't-a-see-a-his-a-features-a-letting-a-forth-a-the-a-monster-a-she-a-accused-a-him-a-of-a-being. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "He-a-escaped."-a-Then-a-he-a-picked-a-her-a-up-a-and-a-threw-a-her-a-into-a-the-a-entrapment-a-boundary. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    ***** 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-embers-a-were-a-gone.-a-But-a-the-a-iris-a-in-a-the-a-sky-a-was-a-watching-a-her.-a-It-a-called-a-the-a-tears.-a-Or-a-maybe-a-it-a-was-a-the-a-rain?-a-The-a-iris-a-said-a-something-a-to-a-her—straining-a-to-a-reach-a-her-a-ears. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    What-a-did-a-it-a-need-a-to-a-tell-a-her? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-turned-a-her-a-head,-a-not-a-wanting-a-to-a-confront-a-that-a-sorrow,-a-wanting-a-the-a-tears-a-to-a-stop-a-falling-a-on-a-her.-a-Because-a-she-a-could-a-not-a-understand-a-it. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Nor-a-could-a-she-a-understand-a-Sana-a-laying-a-next-a-to-a-her—her-a-brown-a-skin-a-free-a-from-a-rot,-a-her-a-eyes-a-clear-a-from-a-madness-a-and-a-unspeakable-a-sorrow.-a-The-a-same-a-eyes-a-on-a-Sana's-a-face-a-were-a-recongnizbale-a-because-a-they-a-were-a-on-a-her-a-face. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I-a-can't-a-hear."-a-She-a-said-a-her-a-voice-a-broken. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Somewhere-a-a-a-wolf-a-howled. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Sana-a-gave-a-her-a-a-a-sad-a-smile. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    **** 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-truly-a-could-a-not-a-stay-a-conscious.-a-The-a-pain-a-in-a-her-a-body-a-was-a-so-a-excruciating,-a-she-a-begged-a-for-a-death-a-to-a-come-a-take-a-her.-a-How-a-could-a-anyone-a-survive-a-this? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-black-a-webs-a-that-a-were-a-weaving-a-across-a-her-a-eyesight-a-only-a-allowed-a-her-a-to-a-see-a-parts-a-of-a-those-a-who-a-were-a-over-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-remembered-a-hearing-a-Umla's-a-stern-a-voice-a-ordering-a-her-a-to-a-drink-a-liquid-a-she-a-had-a-held-a-up-a-to-a-her-a-lips.-a-She-a-didn't-a-want-a-to-a-drink,-a-didn't-a-want-a-to-a-move,-a-just-a-wanted-a-to-a-fall-a-back-a-down-a-into-a-oblivion.-a-Every-a-pump-a-of-a-her-a-heart,-a-pushing-a-blood-a-into-a-her,-a-was-a-like-a-fire-a-burning-a-her-a-alive. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Lady,-a-you-a-need-a-to-a-sleep."-a-A-a-soft-a-voice-a-said-a-above-a-her,-a-coming-a-from-a-a-a-homely-a-woman-a-whose-a-hair-a-was-a-covered-a-in-a-a-a-white-a-bonnet. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "It...hurts..."-a-she-a-rasped. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-lady-a-looked-a-sympathetic,-a-"I-a-know,-a-pet.-a-Just-a-sleep,-a-you-a-are-a-safe.-a-Umla-a-is-a-taking-a-charge-a-of-a-your-a-care." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Umla.-a-Umla-a-who-a-had-a-a-a-secret.-a-Umla-a-who-a-was-a-like-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-slept. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    When-a-she-a-awoke-a-again,-a-the-a-pain-a-had-a-lessened.-a-Slowly-a-sitting-a-up,-a-she-a-realized-a-she-a-was-a-in-a-the-a-tower-a-room.-a-The-a-sky-a-outside-a-of-a-the-a-window-a-had-a-turned-a-orange-a-and-a-happy.-a-The-a-sky-a-hadn't-a-look-a-like-a-that...it-a-had-a-been-a-afternoon-a-light,-a-right? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Yes.-a-It-a-had.-a-It-a-had-a-been-a-early-a-afternoon.-a-And-a-busy.-a-And-a-the-a-wall. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    And-a-the-a-Warlord. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    That-a-motherfucker. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    He-a-had-a-thrown-a-her-a-into-a-the-a-boundary...no,-a-not-a-into-a-it.-a-Near-a-it.-a-Far-a-enough-a-not-a-to-a-kill-a-her,-a-close-a-enough-a-to-a-damage-a-her.-a-She-a-moved-a-slowly-a-because-a-it-a-hurt-a-to-a-go-a-faster,-a-and-a-shoved-a-the-a-sheets-a-off-a-of-a-her.-a-Her-a-thighs-a-were-a-bruised-a-with-a-black-a-and-a-purple-a-splotches.-a-She-a-had-a-twisted-a-in-a-the-a-air,-a-instinct-a-to-a-put-a-her-a-hands-a-out-a-in-a-front-a-of-a-her,-a-and-a-had-a-met-a-a-a-force-a-that-a-pushed-a-against-a-her-searing-a-and-a-shocking. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-looked-a-at-a-the-a-skin-a-under-a-the-a-chain-a-around-a-her-a-waist-a-and-a-saw-a-the-a-language-a-had-a-burned-a-into-a-her-a-skin.-a-Inspecting-a-it,-a-she-a-couldn't-a-conclude-a-that-a-it-a-wouldn't-a-permanently-a-scar. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-could-a-remember-a-seeing-a-him,-a-standing-a-there,-a-his-a-hands-a-folded-a-in-a-front-a-of-a-him,-a-watching-a-it-a-happen.-a-He-a-looked-a-mildly-a-interested-a-like-a-he-a-was-a-seeing-a-something-a-he-a-had-a-only-a-heard-a-in-a-theory. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-was-a-going-a-to-a-kill-a-him-a-if-a-it-a-was-a-the-a-last-a-thing-a-she-a-did. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-slowly-a-laid-a-back-a-down,-a-her-a-muscles-a-screaming-a-at-a-her-a-to-a-stay-a-still.-a-She-a-saw-a-on-a-the-a-table-a-was-a-a-a-tray.-a-She-a-carefully-a-got-a-out-a-of-a-bed-a-and-a-found-a-it-a-had-a-little-a-small-a-bottles-a-and-a-a-a-covered-a-bowl-a-of-a-broth-a-and-a-rice.-a-She-a-didn't-a-feel-a-like-a-eating-a-but-a-picked-a-up-a-an-a-amber-a-bottle,-a-hoping-a-it-a-held-a-what-a-she-a-thought-a-it-a-did.-a-Taking-a-a-a-sip,-a-she-a-felt-a-relief.-a-It-a-was-a-Dianthe—a-a-pain-a-serum.-a-There-a-was-a-a-a-spoon-a-that-a-they-a-probably-a-had-a-been-a-using-a-to-a-feed-a-it-a-to-a-her.-a-Going-a-by-a-the-a-pain-a-she-a-was-a-experiencing-a-it-a-was-a-more-a-than-a-likely-a-she-a-was-a-due-a-for-a-another-a-dose. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    If-a-not,-a-oh-a-well. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-placed-a-everything-a-back-a-on-a-the-a-tray,-a-ready-a-to-a-fall-a-back-a-asleep-a-when-a-she-a-heard-a-a-a-rustling-a-noise-a-from-a-behind-a-her.-a-It-a-happened-a-quick-a-then-a-cut-a-off. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Fuck.-a-Someone-a-was-a-in-a-her-a-room.-a-She-a-was-a-in-a-no-a-condition-a-to-a-fight-a-anyone.-a-Still,-a-she-a-walked-a-over-a-to-a-her-a-wardrobe,-a-where-a-the-a-rustling-a-came-a-from,-a-and-a-placed-a-her-a-hands-a-on-a-the-a-knobs,-a-counting-a-in-a-her-a-head. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-paused-a-then-a-with-a-a-a-quick-a-motion-a-and-a-yanked-a-the-a-doors-a-opened,-a-"What-a-do-a-you-a-think-a-you're-a-doing!"-a-she-a-demanded-a-stepping-a-back-a-not-a-sure-a-what-a-she-a-was-a-looking-a-at.-a-There-a-was-a-ball-a-of-a-fabric-a-at-a-her-a-feet-a-and-a-if-a-she-a-hadn't-a-seen-a-it-a-wiggle,-a-she'd-a-been-a-perplexed. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I'm-a-sorry."-a-Came-a-a-a-small-a-little-a-voice-a-from-a-the-a-ball. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Then-a-a-a-sound-a-of-a-frustration-a-followed-a-by-a-a-a-little-a-fist. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Why-a-are-a-you-a-in-a-here?"-a-It-a-was-a-child,-a-a-a-small,-a-uncoordinated-a-child. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    A-a-head-a-with-a-frizzy,-a-wild-a-hair-a-covering-a-its-a-face,-a-shook.-a-When-a-that-a-didn't-a-work,-a-the-a-child-a-used-a-its-a-arms-a-to-a-move-a-the-a-mass. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "I'm-a-sorry!-a-Please-a-don't-a-tell-a-on-a-me!-a-I'm-a-really-a-sorry." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Standing-a-up,-a-Siyura-a-would-a-have-a-laughed-a-if-a-any-a-movement-a-didn't-a-cause-a-her-a-undue-a-grief. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    It-a-was-a-a-a-little-a-girl.-a-The-a-fabric-a-that-a-she-a-had-a-gotten-a-caught-a-up-a-in-a-had-a-been-a-the-a-voluminous-a-skirt-a-held-a-up-a-by-a-metal-a-plated-a-sash.-a-The-a-silver-a-fabric-a-was-a-shiny-a-and-a-dwarfed-a-her. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-didn't-a-move-a-as-a-if-a-she-a-were-a-used-a-to-a-being-a-in-a-such-a-an-a-extravagant-a-dress. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "How-a-did-a-you-a-get-a-in-a-here?"-a-Siyura-a-asked-a-using-a-the-a-strictest-a-tone-a-she-a-had. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-little-a-girl-a-bit-a-her-a-lip-a-and-a-looked-a-everywhere-a-but-a-at-a-Siyura. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Please,"-a-she-a-said-a-guilty-a-but-a-without-a-fear,-a-"don't-a-tell.-a-I'm-a-not-a-supposed-a-to-a-be-a-in-a-this-a-part-a-of-a-the-a-castle." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "And-a-who-a-should-a-I-a-be-a-lying-a-to?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-little-a-thing-a-fisted-a-her-a-hands,-a-head-a-bowed,-a-"Well...um...there's-a-Helene.-a-Maybe-a-Greta.-a-Maybe-a-Mama—but-a-I-a-don't-a-think-a-she'd-a-care-a-that-a-much.-a-Maybe-a-if-a-I-a-got-a-my-a-dress-a-dirty." 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "A-a-dirty-a-dress?"-a-Siyura-a-said-a-slowly.-a-What-a-mother-a-would-a-not-a-care-a-about-a-her-a-small-a-child-a-sneaking-a-into-a-the-a-room-a-of-a-a-a-prisoners? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Mmmhmm.-a-Oh!-a-Papa.-a-Papa-a-will-a-be-a-really-a-mad.-a-Then-a-he-a-won't-a-bring-a-me-a-anymore-a-presents.-a-Would-a-like-a-to-a-see-a-my-a-presents,-a-I-a-got-a-lots-a-this-a-time!" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-was-a-amused-a-now.-a-The-a-little-a-girl-a-was-a-bouncing. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "What's-a-your-a-name?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Kyaaaaa."-a-She-a-sang,-a-rocking-a-on-a-her-a-heels. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Well,-a-Kyaaaaa,-a-your-a-keepers-a-are-a-probably-a-looking-a-for-a-you.-a-If-a-you-a-go-a-back-a-now,-a-I'm-a-sure-a-your-a-papa-a-will-a-continue-a-to-a-bring-a-you-a-presents."-a-Siyura-a-said,-a-tempted-a-to-a-touch-a-the-a-top-a-of-a-her-a-head.-a-It-a-looked-a-soft-a-and-a-fluffy-a-like-a-a-a-kitten-a-who-a-had-a-not-a-gotten-a-its-a-adult-a-fur. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The-a-little-a-girl-a-looked-a-up,-a-her-a-eagerness-a-at-a-sharing-a-glittering-a-in-a-her-a-eyes. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    And-a-once-a-again,-a-Siyura-a-felt-a-like-a-she-a-had-a-been-a-hit. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Kya?-a-What-a-is-a-you-a-papa's-a-name?" 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Papa."-a-Came-a-the-a-sure-a-answer. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    "Do-a-you-a-have-a-a-a-brother?"-a-Siyura-a-asked-a-her-a-pulse-a-pounding-a-in-a-her-a-neck. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Kya-a-shook-a-her-a-head-a-with-a-a-a-sassy-a-denial. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Siyura-a-felt-a-light-a-headed-a-and-a-she-a-didn't-a-know-a-what-a-to-a-do-a-with-a-this. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    What-a-she-a-did-a-know?-a-She-a-had-a-only-a-seen-a-those-a-eyes-a-on-a-one-a-other-a-person's-a-face.-a-Had-a-never-a-expected-a-to-a-see-a-them-a-anywhere-a-else.-a-But-a-she-a-felt-a-she-a-wasn't-a-wrong. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    She-a-was-a-more-a-than-a-confident-a-she-a-was-a-looking-a-at-a-the-a-Warlord's-a-daughter. 
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