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Dear Readers,
Thank you for supporting me through the purchase of this novel. This was the first novella that I self-published through LuLu in 2009. I took down the novel in 2012 with plans for revision and expansion. It's been a long time coming, but I finally have this book republished.
This book is written in first-person because that is how I first wrote it. I thought of changing it to the third person but I wasn't to keep it as close to the original as possible. This is and will always be the only fiction novel that I write in the first person. Any future books in this series will be written in the third person. I thank you for understanding.
I hope you enjoy Annabella and Orion's story.
Much Love,
Kara Joy
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Prologue

My story starts just like any other story, except for one fact. I am a Vampiress. The last royal vampire left to take the throne. You see my world is different. My family was massacred by the Invaders, who wanted to take the throne from my family. So I live with a family of Protectors that has been assigned to my family for centuries. If the Invaders were to find out that I was still alive, my life would be in danger. For if I live they can not fully rule our people.
My name is Annabella Lavada, but I go by Anna. I live in Walla Walla, Washington, with the Protector's, my family. For centuries, they lived at the Sanctuary since I was born. I am young compared to the other vampires since I am only about one hundred years old.
I am entering my first year of college at Walla Walla Academy. A private academy. My family is very different from the other families since I am a half-vampire and my family is a mixture of vampires and werewolves. Many people believe the myth of the vampires and werewolves as enemies but we make it work every day.
My adopted mother, Arianna Phoenix, is the beauty of the group and the leader by far. A vampire at the age of thirty-eight, and she is married to Augustine Phoenix, my father, a werewolf at the age of forty. Together they have four sons. Orion and Skylar are both half-breed vampires; Griffin and Quincy are half-breed werewolves.




Chapter 1

After one hundred years you would think that I would not be scared of school. Every first day of school was nerve-racking and we had been living in this town the longest. I am starting my third year at Walla Walla Academy; at least I had friends this year. Being a half-blood, not fully a vampire, I was able to attend school during the day, in the sunlight. It just meant that the more sun that I dealt with, the higher the consumption of blood I would need. It was the same for my vampire brothers. Our half-blood kept away the suspicion and made them better protectors. My nervousness was getting ridiculous. I had already been through all of this stuff, too many times. I looked over to Arianna, my mother, who was sitting on the bed watching me pace.
“I can't believe how scared I am about my first day of school.”
“Anna, haven't we already been through this?” Arianna teased me, as a gave her one of my favorite glares.
“Can't I at least lose my protective shadows?”
“Sorry, darling. You need to have a Protector with you at all times. You know that.”
“But...”
From downstairs, Orion's shout drifted through the open door. “Annabella, hurry up. You're going to make us late!”
Hearing him, I grabbed my book-bag and dashed out of the room. “I hate it when you call me Annabella. You know it's Anna.” I rolled my eyes as I passed all four of my protector and headed out to the Hummer that we always drove to school. I looked at my new blood-red mustang with longing eyes. I'd already fought with Orion to take the car to school but he wouldn't allow it. “Too flashy,” was his always reason behind his favorite word, “no.”
As my brothers and I drive into the parking lot at the school, a thought quickly passed through my mind about clutching my hands to the seat and refusing to out. I know that they would all be able to pry my hands off the leather and drag me out of the Hummer and into my class, but a girl could hope. That was until I saw his black eyes looking at me. I bravely started to move towards him as Orion grabbed me around the waist and helps me down from the Hummer.
I knew that my heart was racing. I had been In love with Orion since I could remember, but he doesn’t seem to see me at all past having to protect me all the time as my personal guard. He was one of the most gorgeous men alive. A young Johnny Depp had nothing on Orion. Orion is tall with a head full of dark hair, jawbones that could cut glass, and dimples that could rival the Grand Canyon. His dark chocolate eyes could make me melt and his smile, oh, his smile always makes my heart skip a billion beats.
“Anna, sweetheart, you coming? We're going to be late.” Griffin called back to where I was still standing, like a statue. I started to move but his hand grabbed my arm, stopping me.
“You need to calm down, your heart is racing like a hummingbird.” He chuckled as a gave a little growl.
My stupid heart. The one part of my body that is always betraying me. I tripped as I ran off to my class. I knew that they all could hear my heart speed up. My stupid heart, it always betrays me. The warning bell rang as I ran to get to my class on time. As I got to English class, I finally saw my group of high school friends sitting there. Lady was my “age” at sixteen she was a preppy goddess and was always dressed her best in fancy dresses. Lady was dating my brother Quincy. Rachel was the tomboy and the one I was the closest to. She was dating Skylar and I knew that it was getting very serious. Mercedes was the newest friend in our girl pack at age seventeen she bewitched Griffin in her ever-changing style.
A real smile broke through as I went to join them.
“Anna! Finally, what took you so long to get here? Did you hear the news? Lady asked excited as she started to sing, “New guy...” I could not help but laugh at her excitement.
“A gorgeous new guy.” Mercedes waged her eyebrows.
“I'll make sure to tell Griffin.”
“Don't you dare. I can look; I just can't touch.” Mercedes joked.
“I seriously doubt that. Remember we are in the land of mundane and boring!”
The final bell rang as I finally slid into my desk beside Rachel. I listened to them speak about this new student that they had seen, but I couldn't seem to get my mind off of Orion. I completely zoned out and started to daydream until a saw a leather jacket coming up my row. I knew I shouldn't stare but I could not help myself. He briefly stopped to say “hello” to me. I looked up and tried to smile but no words escaped my lips, as he sat in the desk behind me.
I suddenly froze. This could not be the new guy that just transferred in. The ones that my friends had been chatting excitedly about. He was… divine. That was the only way to put it. When he sat right behind me, I thought that I would melt into a puddle, right onto the floor. My friends were right, for once, he was not only gorgeous, and he was dreamy. He was muscled and chiseled; the features would have put Dominic Sherwood to shame. It is like he just stepped out of a fairytale story except for him having short black hair, dressed in all black. Not like the Goths you see around some regular schools. He looked like he just walked off the Abercrombie and Fitch runway. Put a “Prep” in black and you have him.
The minute that the teacher finally shut up and the bell rang, I rocketed out of my chair like a NASA rocket. I could not bear him talking to me again. Mercedes and Rachael were waiting by my locker to ambush me when I went to get my books.
Lady stared at me, “I can’t believe it. He talked to you and you gave him the cold shoulder.”
“Yeah, you are so lucky. He was totally checking you out the entire class period.” Mercedes gushed.
I just rolled my eyes, I could not let them know what I thought of this guy. I would never hear the end of it. “He’s just not my type. I am not interested in dating anyone right now... He isn’t that good looking.”
They were dumbfounded and gave me shocked looks as I started to walk into my Math class. Rachel slid up beside me. “You just lied to them.”
“I know but you know who I'm in love with.”
“Oh right, sometimes I forget.”
“Don't get me wrong, he has a great body and his emerald eyes would make any sane girl always sparkle. Ok! Fine, I want him but I want Orion as well.”
Why would they all be drooling over this guy and jealous of me? He is good looking but my brothers were so much hotter. Of course, he has a great body and those emerald green eyes make you want to shine. Who am I kidding? I wanted him.
I was always really good at picking out relationships and knowing people’s true emotions, it is kind of my gift. I kept it hidden from everyone except Orion. He had figured out my talent, somehow. This new guy, his emotions seemed so mixed every time I tried to read him. As I started to match-make in my head, I read several of my classmate’s emotions until I felt him. My hair stood up on the back of my neck as the leather jacket sat behind me. Again, I could hear him saying hello, but this time I completely ignored him. I knew that I could not be swept away by a human.
Ignoring him, I went back to thinking about my friend’s and my brother’s getting together. I wanted to see them all happy, they all have been protecting me for far too long. It seemed that the Invader’s had forgotten all about me and I no longer needed their protection. They could move on with their lives. Taking a breath, I froze as I felt someone sniffing my hair and I spun around quickly.
“What are you doing?” I was out of breath and I was fuming with instant anger.
“I’m sorry! I was just captivated by your scent,” the new boy said to me.
I had not even noticed that the class had started and everyone was now staring at us. The professor walked over to our table. My head finally caught on to what he had said to me, “scent.” Scent…did he just say scent?
“Is there a problem…” he looks down at his clipboard, “Miss Lavada?”
What was I supposed to say? I was at a loss of words and then the voice behind me started to speak.
“I’m sorry Professor. It was my fault. I got a little carried away with myself.”
“Oh, I see. Well Mr. Warin, please do not get carried away again. I do not permit my students to get out of hand.”
I turned around almost having respect for Mr. Warin. I can not believe that he stood up for me. It was his fault but it was also my fault. I did not need to freak out as I did. How could he smell me? It takes a very skilled person or someone of our kind to smell us. Maybe I was wrong; this new kid could be an Invader. He might know my dark secret. The thoughts started spinning around in my mind until I was in complete “freak out” mode. Before I knew it I blacked out. The next thing I knew I was laying on the cold floor in my Math class.
Several students gasped as the Professor turned around from the whiteboard, “What now?” Seeing me lying there I heard him moving towards where I was laying. “Zack, could you please take her to the nurse’s office?”
Before I could sit up and refuse, an arm gently slid under me and picked me up. It was like I was a feather in his arms and weighed nothing at all. Now I was in fear of my life. I needed Orion or Griffin. They always make me feel safe when I was weak. Their senses were stronger than mine. Plus, I was too captivated with this new student, wondering if he is a friend or a threat, to think clearly.




Chapter 2

I was trying hard to force myself out of the darkness that had swallowed me whole. I could hear and feel but I couldn't get my eyes to open. I hated the feeling as I reached out with my hearing trying to make sure that I knew where I was at all times. Before I knew it, the heard Mr. Warin kick open the nurse’s door and he carried me inside.
The nurse took one look at Zack carrying me and gasped. “Oh my! Bring her in here young man. What happened?” The nurse looks up at Zack, anxious for his reply.
Zack just shrugs, “She started to shake and just passed out.”
I started to come out of the darkness and the dizziness that was trying to claim me to the darkness again. I was finally able to whisper “Griffin Phoenix!”
The nurse looks at me, “Is that your brother?” I nodded in relief that she understood what I was saying, “I will send someone to go and get him, my dear,” she assured me.
For the first time in the last ten minutes since Math class started, I was glad that I was able to find my voice. I needed my brother. I knew that once Griffin was in here that my other brothers would not be far behind. I looked over and Zack was still standing there, leaning up against the wall, with a worried look on his face. As harsh as I could muster, I stared at him and told him to go away.
Zack just stood there staring back at me. He seems to be surprised, maybe a bit amused, but before he could leave, Griffin came busting through the nurse’s door. If I did not know he was a werewolf I would have said that he was angry as bear right now. Zack smiles towards me and quietly slips out the door to return to class.
Griffin was at my side, fury burning in his eyes. “What happened?” He almost barked out to me.
He wrapped his arms around me. I could barely look at him. He looked at the nurse and asked in a calmer tone, “Is she alright?”
The nurse looked at him. “I am not sure what happened. I am sure that she is just fine; the boy said that she passed out. She does seem extremely pale.”
I barely found the strength, I felt like I had been drained, but I tugged on his shirt. “Take me home.” I knew that I would never make it through the rest of the day and I had to talk to Augustine and Orion. They would know what was going on. Had the Invaders finally find me after all of these years? I could not let my family get hurt; we had already lost enough people in battle.
I hoped that I was just jumping to conclusions and being dramatic. They knew so much more about our history than I do and they would know how to handle the situation. The worry was starting to build up inside and I could feel my heart rate speeding up. I knew that Griffin noticed the acceleration as his grip tightened around me. I closed my eyes and took some deep breathes and cleared my mind as my heart rate returned to normal.
Griffin still had me in his arms when he sent a text to my brothers. “We're taking her home,” Griffin announced to the nurse.
“I think that the best. If she keeps feeling dizzy make sure that she sees a physician.” The nurse ordered.
Griffin kept me in his arms and carried me to the Hummer where the other three guys were already waiting. I closed my eyes and blocked out the questions as I felt Griffin's chest moving as he talked. I felt us slide into the Hummer as I kept my eyes closed. I could feel Orion in the Hummer and his eyes glancing back to me repeatedly. I wished that they would drive faster. It always seemed like a long drive when I wanted to go quick. The silence was driving me insane, it had to be broken. All the sudden I blurted out, “I think that Invaders found me!” Then I turned onto Griffin’s chest, sobbing.
The Hummer slammed to an abrupt stop and Orion immediately turns to looks at me. I could not meet his eyes. After a few seconds of staring at me. Orion picked up his cell phone and made a call. I knew that the call was to the Pediatrics Clinic, we had to get our Father home to discuss today’s events.
“Dr. Phoenix, please,” Orion asked as he waited for Augustine to answer. “It's Orion. We have an emergency. We need you home as soon as possible.” The moment that Orion hung up the phone, Quincy started to drive again. During the drive, you could tell that he was using his senses to make sure that no one was following us. Everyone was so sharp with their senses yet the worry was almost suffocating. It was making me feel like I was going mad.
“I’m sorry.” That is all I could say and I kept repeating it over and over. “I’m sorry. I’m so sorry.” Griffin gripped me tighter in his arms. I could feel his heart pounding and it calmed me a bit.
Orion looked over at me, “No need to be sorry, that is why we are here. You should have thought to yourself that you were in danger. I would have sensed the danger you feared.” He reached to caress my face and went on, “You know since the massacre that we could communicative back and forth…you can call me anytime you need me, through your mind.”
A blood tear fell from my eye. “I didn’t know we could communicate back and forth and anyways I was too scared to even think of that. I do not even know what happened. I just got scared and passed out. He was there and he was smelling…”
Before I could even finish, I heard a roar from the front seat. Quincy whipped around and growled, “He did what?!”
By this time I was shaking. Not because I was scared but because I finally caught on. “He said something about my scent. That is when I starting thinking he was with the Invaders.” I went stone cold and the next thing I knew, Orion was almost in the back seat, kneeling over me, calling my name.
“Anna…Anna…Annabella? Are you ok? I can’t believe this.” He turned around to Quincy. “Get us home faster! How in the world did they find us, if he is an Invader?”
Orion turned his attention back to me. He brought out a knife and cut a line into his wrist. He gently picked me up and inside my head, I heard him say, “Drink.” I obeyed and brought my lips to his wrist. I took a little and then blacked out again, with a calm sensation settling over me.
Before I could even come too, I could feel the warmth of Griffin’s body as he lifted me from the Hummer and I was placed in Orion’s strong arms. The rushing of my Protector’s feet was urgent as they ran into the house. My mother’s voice seemed so far away but I sensed that she was right beside me.
She turned to Orion as he laid me on the couch, “What’s going on? Augustine just called and said that you sent the emergency page?”
Quincy interrupted before Orion could say anything. With his low growl, I almost missed what he said, “She thinks that the Invader’s have found her.”
The silence was almost unbearable and I started to sit up until I felt a strong hand on my shoulder. Before I could even open up my eyes, I heard Augustine above me telling me to lay still. I could tell that he was checking me out. It was one of the nice things about having a Pediatrician as a father. After he checked me out he seemed to think that I was ok. I sat up with all eyes on me. All I could say was, “I’m sorry.”
“Pass out anymore and we might have to raise you from the dead,” Quincy said. Everyone half-heartedly laughed.
Arianna shook her head, “leave it to you to make a joke at a time like this.”
“She gets too upset and passed out. So, yes, I am making jokes. She looks like she's about to pass out again.” Quincy shook his head.
Augustine turned to me, “I want you to explain everything you were feeling and don't leave anything out.” Looking around, seeing my family, I knew that I was safe. No need to retreat into my little shell to keep myself from being hurt. My friends, my family, my Protector’s were here now and I was completely safe.
After I told the story of what had happened from the instant that he walked into my English class until he left me in the Nurse’s office with a smile.
Orion stared at me for a moment, “Why did you ask for Griffin? I’m the…”
He stopped as I started to shake my head. “I was cold and scared, Griffin is my teddy bear. I needed the reassurance that I was safe. Most importantly, he is the only one that can get away with hurting the kid and not give us away.” My head jerked around at the sound of laughter behind me. Quincy and Skylar were laughing so hard that I was about to slap them just to get them to shut up.
“What is so funny?” I demanded
Before either one of them could answer Augustine stepped in and continued to ask me questions, “What was his name? Do you know?”
I closed my eyes trying to remember. “His name is Zack, Zack Warin.”
“Warin?!” The shock and the worry passed into my Augustine’s eyes before I knew what was happening; he turned around and was gone. I barely turned around to glance at Orion before he was back with an ancient-looking book in his hands. “This is not the worse thing, but it is not a good thing either.” As soon as Augustine looked up and noticed we all looked confused, he continued with the story. “Warin, the name is barely spoken today. An Invader and a Protector married…” he made a short pause to clear his throat and went on, “Zack is their son. He has not yet chosen aside. A prophecy says that he will point us towards the direction that we should follow. He would be loved by the Vampiress, but that he would always remain second best.”
“Who else is a Vampiress? I thought that I was the last one.” The look in Augustine’s eyes made me realize the words that he had just spoken. “I can not stand him and the prophecy says that he would be loved by me? We do have the wrong person!”
Augustine just shook his head and tried to suppress his chuckle. “My dear, do not be so fast to judge his character. There is so much more, deep down.” Addressing everyone, “I do not think that there is a direct threat but I will make sure to keep a close eye on them all. I want you boys to keep a closer eye out on Annabella…” I started to growl and then went quiet when he glared over at me, “especially when Zack is around.”
I rolled my eyes. Augustine was a brilliant man and a fierce warrior but he did not seem to know me at all. I would never be caught dead with that jerk. I knew who I wanted to be with. I also knew that I would never be with him as long as he was my Protector and I was still in some kind of danger.




Chapter 3

I was hoping to avoid everybody and everything today. That was not going to happen as I walked into my English class and not only were my friends sitting there but so was he. They all turned to look at me. Lady was the first one to break the silence. “Are you ok, Anna? You weren’t at lunch or Chemistry. Zack said that you were in the nurse’s office.”
I shot a glance at him and sneered. “Yeah, I was in the nurse’s office. My brothers took me home to get checked out by my dad. I’m fine.”
Mercedes went on to start talking about what I had missed in Chemistry and I went back into thinking about the events of yesterday. I could not believe all of the things that I found out in one day. Augustine’s words were still fresh in my mind about how Zack had not yet chosen a side but he is supposed to show us the way. I wondered if he would turn on the Protectors.
All of a sudden I hear a familiar voice in my head, “Calm down Anna or you will pass out again.”
“Orion?”
Laughter, in my mind, was the only response I received. The teacher walked into the class and I tried to concentrate on what he was saying. It was hopeless. I could not think about what he was saying. So I went back to pondering over Augustine’s words since they kept echoing in my head. “He would be loved by the Vampiress, but he would remain second best. Second best…second best. Who was the second best to? I knew who I wanted him to be second best to, but I just could not imagine any of this stuff ever working out like Augustine was talking about.” The thought kept turning in my mind until the bell rang, making me jump.
I decided to avoid lunch with my friends when I walked into the cafeteria and saw him sitting with them. I rolled my eyes and glanced over to my brothers. Orion seemed to sense what I was thinking and he pointed to the seat next to him.
I noticed that there was an interesting conversation going on at my friend's table.
“Wow, she must hate me? What did I even do?” Zack asked Lady. Lady just glanced at Rachael who in turn looked at Mercedes almost pleading for her to answer the question.
Mercedes cleared her throat and looked at Zack, “you see her brothers are very, very protective and…”
Zack interrupted her, “Trust me the big one almost ripped off my head as I was standing in the nurse’s office beside her. I am glad I got out of there before he did.”
Laughter ruptured around the table, Rachael quickly came to Zack’s aid since he looked so confused, “That’s Griffin. Believe me, he’s only the second most protective of Anna.”
“Warning…” Lady started in as she glanced over her shoulder towards the table where the Phoenix’s were sitting. “Orion is the most protective. Trust me; you never want to cross him when it comes to Anna.”
“Tell me some more about them? What is the story with them? I know that Anna has a different name from the boys.” Zack just kept rambling off questions. When his head snapped up, looking for the growling noise he heard.
“You ok, Zack? You look like you've seen a ghost?” Rachael said almost terrified at his reaction.
“Yeah, sorry, I thought I heard something. Well, what about them? They seem to be so…so…flawless.”
They all look at each other not sure what to say, Lady started, “Well they are a family and they moved here about a year ago, Anna just started school this year. Anna’s mom was Arianna Phoenix’s best friend. Anna’s parents were murdered and she lives with the Phoenix’s. They are a close-knit family after the disastrous event.”
“But what is the story with each of the guys. For just being friends, they seem close?”
Mercedes shook her head and tried to answer the other questions that he had asked. “You see she’s been with them for a while, they have always been close. Rumors are that she almost died and it almost killed the entire family. They have endured a lot of death, most families break apart but not the Phoenix's they became even closer.”
Before Zack could interrupt again, Rachael jumped in and started to tell him about the Phoenix family. “The mother’s name is Arianna Phoenix, she’s an author. She has some amazing stories; you should read a few of her books sometime. Then the father is Augustine Phoenix, he is a Pediatrician at the clinic down the street. It is a good thing because Anna is always hurt; she’s always with one of the guys.”
Lady smiled as she took over. “The oldest is Orion Phoenix; he is the fiercest protector of Anna. He makes sure that nothing happens and he takes care of a lot of the situations in the family. Then you have Griffin who is the second oldest. Yes, he is big but he is only terrifying if you threaten the family, especially Anna. I think all of us have cried on him at some point, except for Mercedes.”
Mercedes automatically blushes and sinks into her chair. They all start to laugh again at her reaction. Mercedes started in, “The last two boys are twins, Skylar and Quincy. Skylar is pretty quiet most of the time until he becomes comfortable with you. Quincy is the jokester of the group. He is the one who can lighten any mood and get people to laugh.”
Zack just shakes his head. “You guys are right, they do seem very close. I am just fascinated with Anna. I mean, she acts as she hates me and…” Zack looks over his shoulder, “Her brothers glaring at me, does not make it any better for getting her to like me.”
The four girls exchange glances to each other. Before anyone could say anything the lunch bell rang and they got up and left to go to Chemistry class.
I thought that lunch would never end. Chemistry class went almost as slow. Of course, Zack was my partner. I just kept wishing that Orion was here with me. Then I looked out the window and noticed him standing by the car. He seemed to be watching me, then all of a sudden I could hear his voice inside my head, yet again.
“Breathe, Anna. You’re safe! I’m watching out for you.”
“Thanks!”
“Anytime.” His smooth voice seemed to calm me down and I went back to pay attention to my class. At last, the bell rang and I was finally able to go find Orion. But I did not need to go far because he was standing there at the door waiting for me.
Zack tried to say something to me but Orion slid his arm around my shoulder, “Come on, Quincy will growl at us if we don’t hurry up. You know how he gets.”
I turned and told my friends “See you all on Monday!”
Rachael just shook her head, “Anna, why can’t you just stay here with us. Maybe we could all triple date or something.”
Before I could answer, I heard a growl coming from down the hall behind me. Before I could turn I knew what was happening.




Chapter 4

Andromeda Wakada, the Leader of the Invaders, stormed through the chamber hidden deep in the forests of France. “She’s supposed to be dead!” she bellowed in fury. She moved closer to the servant pointing her long-dead finger towards him. “It was your job to make sure no one survived.”
He quickly fell to his knees. “My Queen, I assure you, she was dead. Her guard drained her blood.”
“What!” Andromeda screamed. Her long auburn hair was glowing red at the ends like the fury was burning out through her hair. She briskly walked over and sounded the alarm to summon the other leaders of their group to her side. As she walked back to the terrified servant, still on his knees, she spoke to him, “tell me what happened, and do not leave anything out!” Her voice echoed through the chamber making the servant jump to obey her command quickly.
The servant started into the story as Andromeda went and sat on the throne. “We attacked the Sanctuary and caught them off guard. We killed the King and the Queen, and the two older and the two youngest children. When we finally broke down the door to Vampiress Annabella’s room her guard pushed her down. She got a gash on her hand and she was bleeding. The closest guard looked alarmed…”
Three other people came storming into the room. One looked to be in sheer panic as the other two walked in calmly as that all took their seats on either side of the throne were Andromeda was sitting. They turned their attention to the lowly servant as he continued.
“The guard looked alarmed. Then three of the boys attacked us and I watched the other guard bite and drain her body. When she was dead her entire guard fled.”
The man, Dragon, his eyes were as black as his hair, sat up even straighter and looked at the servant. “What happened to her body?”
“I am sorry Lord Dragon, they pleaded for the bodies. They took the bodies and burned them.”
The next question came from the short, yet beautiful, Hazel, as she brushed her long blonde hair behind her shoulders, “Did you see them burn the bodies?”
“No, my lady. I ask your forgiveness. I did not understand the situation at hand at the time or I would not have let the bodies out of my sight.”
Apollo, his blonde hair in a ponytail as he brushed his hand against Andromeda’s back, sighed. He began to speak. “First, let us make sure that our source is correct. I can not believe that a guard or the Vampiress would be able to live after a bite like that. No one is allowed to drink the blood of a royal for it is said to be like poison to the one who does.”
Andromeda nodded following what her husband was saying. “I agree, let us send a spy, to find out if the information is the truth.”
Out of the shadows, a voice came. “My Queen, it is the prophecy.”
Suddenly everyone erupted into words. Terrified and scared looks crossed the faces of all the Invader's that had come to join them during the interrogation.
“Silence!” shouted Apollo. Apollo turned to the shadows. “Do you believe that she is still alive and that she and her guards are the ones that the prophecy speaks of?”
“I Do!”




Chapter 5

The second I heard the commotion down the hall, I knew the sight that I would find in the hallway. Though I never expected to turn the corner and see Zack pinned against the locker, by Griffin. Quincy and Skylar were standing on each side of Griffin glaring at Zack.
“What is going on? Griffin put him down.”
That was when I saw it. Lying on the ground where Zack had dropped it. I quickly bent down and picked up my diary. I turned so quickly to face Zack, that I almost lost my balance.
“Where did you get this? Griffin, I said to drop him, Now!”
“I snuck into your house last night.”
“What?!”
The low-pitch growling from all of my brothers was starting to give me a migraine. Plus, I could feel myself getting weak with all of the different emotions that were flying around the hall.
“Why were you in my room? Why, the hell, did you steal my diary?”
“I was trying to figure out why you hated me. I wanted to find out what I did wrong, so I could fix it. Then I realized that it was wrong. I was trying to put it in your locker before you noticed it was missing…”
“And?”
Zack looked to Griffin, “He caught me and well, you showed up next.”
“What did you read?”
“Nothing! I swear. I'm sorry. I just really like you and you are such a cold-hearted bitch to me!”
Before I could yell at him for what he said, Orion had pinned him to the locker. He had probably given him a concussion in the process, but at that point, I did not care.
“Orion, let him go. I do not like you and I never will. You can not break into my house, insult me and then expect me to like you. I never want to talk to you again.”
Rachael then spoke up. “Anna, you and your brothers need to get out of here right now. The headmaster is on his way down here right now. He heard that there was a fight going on.”
“Guy’s come on. Let’s go home.”
Before Orion turned to leave he glared at Zack, “You ever say anything mean to her again. I'll break your neck.”
“What are you talking about? Nothing’s broken now…”
Before Zack could finish the sentence, Orion grabbed his left arm and broke it. “Consider that a warning. Do not mess with Anna again.”
“Leave her alone,” Griffin added as we all turned to leave.
Zack was on the ground cradling his arm and in tears, “I got it.”
“Good.”




Chapter 6

The months passed by slowly as Zack and I were forced to spend more and more time together. At school, we were always paired together in a group with my other friends. Our little group was inseparable. No matter what we were doing we were always together and having a blast. Zach never mentioned the assault in the hallway when Orion broke his arm but he was more careful around me. The uneasy feeling I got when he was near, was completely gone. The family still watched Zack but they had loosened up and allowed him around more; mostly because Augustine said that he needed to be on our side and we shouldn't push him away. I took his lecture to heart and stopped trying to push him out of my mind.
I could barely contain my excitement when Christmas Break was finally here and I could get some time away from school. It was a time when we could all run around town and just being normal teenagers. As normal as vampires and werewolves could be.
The first night of Christmas Break, Augustine allowed Zack and I to go out to a restaurant alone. Zack even picked my favorite steak restaurant, Crimson, in Seattle. So we got in his truck and headed towards Seattle. We talked the entire way to the point that it was just a blur to my memory. My mind was so preoccupied. It was full of thoughts and old memories of Orion and I doing this. We finally pulled up the steak restaurant, Crimson. This is the restaurant that I thought we were going the first time.
A smile was spread wide on my face and Zack noticed. “Happy to be here?” When I still did not answer, he went on to ask, “Hungry?”
I turned to him with the smile still on my face, “I love this restaurant. I’m here all the time. I’m starving. Come on let's go.”
We got out of his truck and the valet took his keys and drove off in the truck. We walked into the restaurant and the staff immediately looked at us. As if a cold chill had just run down their backs.
The man, Josh, walked up with a genuine smile on his face, “Good Evening Miss Anna! Would you like your usual table?”
I looked to Zack and back to the waiter, “Yes, Jared. I would love to if it is still available.”
“The table is always available for you ma’am.” He bowed his head and signaled for us to follow him, “Just this way.”
I smiled back at him when he turned around to make conversation. He seated us in the back of the restaurant with red curtains that hid the two seats back there. Zack looked around and turned to me, “Wow you must come here a lot to have a table this nice.”
I just shrugged my shoulders. “Orion and I like our privacy. People tend to stare and it drives me insane.” I smiled at the memory.
“It’s cool that they give you this table. It’s like V.I.P..” There was so much amazement in his voice. It was almost like he was at a loss of words. He acted like we were sitting in Celebrity Seating or something, it was a little annoying. He was acting like Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie were going to walk in and kick us out of their seats.
Again all I could do was smile at him. “We spend a lot of money here and it is a favorite of mine. Plus, Orion says that the owner likes me. I don’t believe him.” Zack just shook his head, quietly laughing. “The guy, Josh that seated us…” I waited for Zack to nod in acknowledging that he knew who I was talking about, “He is the owner of the restaurant.”
Zack started to laugh; his laugh was contagious as I started to smile at the sound of it. “For once, I agree with Orion. That guy does like you.” He was still laughing as Jared came back to the table to take our order.
The meal was great. When we were finished we sat there quietly talking and laughing. Finally, we left the restaurant but I was not ready to go back. Zack seemed to notice that I was hesitant to go home. I like the freedom that I had at the time. My family did not let me out that often without them. “Would you like to go on a walk around here before we start back?”
I was shocked that he would say the same thing that I was thinking about. “Yeah, let’s walk.” Zack took my hand as we started towards the door of the restaurant.
We walked outside and turned so we could walk across the boardwalk. Still walking hand in hand, we were silent for several minutes. As we walked past several empty warehouses, it made me sad with all of the darkness and the abandonment of the buildings. All of a sudden, Zack was on the ground gasping for air.
Scared, I looked over, “Are you ok?” I wrapped my arms around him and helped him over to the bench that was underneath a broken light post.
“I feel weird.” He was still gasping as he laid down on the bench. His head was on my lap and his eyes were full of sheer panic. I wished that there was something that I could do but I did not know what to do. All of a sudden, the gasping stopped and Zack went limp. I looked down and I did not know what was happening. I checked for his pulse and it was nonexistent. I was so scared and I started to shake him.               “Zack! Zack! Quit playing with me! This is not funny.”
By that time I was so scared that I was crying. Still shaking him and still without any kind of a heartbeat. He softly muttered, “Annabella! Please stop shaking me. You are starting to make me dizzy.” There was a little humor in his voice. His voice was very different. It was like it was deeper and smoother.
Now I was mad, I hated the joke. It was completely idiotic to scare me that bad. I thought that my heart was broken when I could no longer hear his heartbeat. I felt like I could no longer breathe myself. “That was not funny. I can not believe that you did that to me.”
He looked at the tears in my eyes, his laughter stopped immediately. He put his arms around me and asked, “What happened?”
I stared at him in amazement. “What do you mean? You made your heart stop and faked that you were dead.” I started to cry and shake again. He was suddenly sitting up straighter as his arms tightened more strongly around me.
He started to stroke my hair that was hanging down on my back. “Anna please do not cry. I am sorry I did not mean to do anything to make you upset. But I did not do that on purpose. I do not know what just happened.” I looked up at him and the tears were finally coming to an end.
I did not understand. “What do you mean? You were not just joking around to scare me?”
He curtly answered, “No. I would never do a sick joke like that to you. I never want to make you unhappy.”
All too sudden a lady walked past the abandoned warehouse, tripping on the uneven sidewalk. Before I knew what was going on Zack was flying towards the lady with lightning speed. He grabbed her and rushed her to the Shadows of the building. A scream barely left her lips. As I walked towards the Shadows I saw the most horrific scene that I have ever seen. Blood covered the lady and there was blood all over Zack’s shirt. The part that had me completely freaked out is the bloody handprint on the side of his face. Zack was holding the lady up as his lips were pressed to her bloody hand. I gasped as he finished draining her blood and pushed the woman away from him. As if he was disgusted at her.
“Zack!” I gasped at the site. It was so horrific that I had to turn my head away from the innocent lady’s glazed eyes. I started to shake. “What the hell have you done?”
Zack looked to me, shock flooded across his face. “What just happened?”
I stared at him in confusion and anger. “What do you mean? You just killed that lady.”
He was shaking his head. “No that is impossible.” Zack then grabs his throat, “I feel so funny; like extremely strong and very thirsty. There is a dry feeling in my mouth almost.”
I knew what he was talking about immediately. I cautioned myself as I walked over to him, still shaking; I placed my hand over his heart. There was no heartbeat. I started to slowly back away. “You transformed. They thought that you would stay human, but you did not.” I backed away wishing even more that Orion was there with me. I was suddenly terrified. Unlike the other vampires, I still had a little blood flowing through my veins. I was a half-breed; I was special. I was so scared that he would turn on me and drain the rest of my blood.
“Why are you so scared?” He seemed confused and then he looked down. He saw the blood all over himself. “Anna, I am so sorry. I did not know what I was doing or what was happening. Please, do not be scared of me.”
“Zack, I want you to stay there,” I pointed to the bench, “I am going to call Orion to pick me up.” Zack then started to walk towards me and I threw up my hands. “Please, please just stay there.”
“Anna, I promise you that I would never hurt you…” he stopped when he saw my head shaking.
“You do not understand, Zack. I am a half-human and half-vampire.” He still looked confused so I continued, “Blood still flows through my veins.”
“But you look young?” he still has not understood.
“I do not age. The blood might set you off again.” Tears started to flow down my face. Zack stopped trying to go near me and he took off his massacre shirt and sat on the bench. I picked up my cell phone to call Orion.




Chapter 7

Orion picked up the phone on the first ring. “Hello!” His voice was so pleasant and full of laughter. His voice was music to my ears, which started the tears again. I knew he must be having fun. I hated to interrupt him. He hardly ever leaves my side. I knew this must be an amazing break for him.
“Orion, it’s me. Can you come and get me?” The tears made it almost impossible to talk.
Orion was suddenly rigid, “What’s wrong?” I could hear the car starting in the background but I was too busy keeping an eye out on Zack to make sure that he never came close to me. He kept a safe distance from me because he could tell that I was scared of him right now.
“I will tell you when you get here. I am too scared to tell you.”
The word ‘scared’ got him as I heard the acceleration in the background. Orion drove up to the bench where I was sitting in twenty minutes. I knew that he had to of been flying to get there so fast.
“What happened?” He demanded once he stepped out of his jet black Corvette and was at my side in a blur. The tears were still fresh on my face when Orion got there. All I could do was to look over to where Zack stood. Orion was suddenly at Zack’s side, growling in his ear, “What the hell did you do?”
Zack motioned for Orion to follow him. “I don't know what happened. I just know that Anna’s scared of me and I would do anything to take everything back.” The sadness almost made me feel guilty for being scared of him. By the time he had finished his sentence, we were back at the woman’s dead body. Several emotions flew across Orion’s face when he saw the woman, but his face ended in almost a smile as he turned to Zack. “You two had me scared to death. I thought that he did something to you.” By this time Orion was laughing, which made me angrier than I have been in a while. “What did the woman do?”
I turned to Orion, anger clearly shown on my face. “She was an innocent woman just walking by. She fell and he flipped out over the blood. He drained her dry.”
At the announcement, he looked at the woman’s body with new eyes. He noticed her hand. “Anna get in the car, now.” He turned back to Zack, “You changed, didn’t you?” It was more of an accusation than a question. Zack just nodded, as he kept his head down, looking at the ground. Orion stopped, noticing just how upset Zack was. “You did not know what was happening to you did you?”
Zack, with his head still down, answered Orion’s question. “Anna was the first one to say the word vampire after she realized what had happened to me. I did not know what was happening. No one has ever told me anything about it.”
It was Orion’s time to be shocked and angry. “Your parents never told you anything? Never told you what you were or what you were destined to become?”
Zack looked up and it looked like almost had tears in his eyes. “No one has ever told me anything. My parents are hardly ever home. They do not care what I am destined to become.”
I got out of the Corvette and walked over to Orion. He positioned himself to protect me just in case Zack attacked. “Orion, I am so tired. Can we please just go home?”
He turned to me. “Yeah, we better get you home. I think I scared everyone else as I was leaving.”
I turned towards Zack, “Will you be alright?” He just shrugged his shoulders as I sighed. I hated leaving him there but I knew why Orion did not want me around Zack right now.
Orion then got very serious as he turned to Zack. “I want you to come straight over to the house after you get the car from the valet. She has had a big night and I need to get her home. Meet us there?”
Zack nodded, “I'll see you there.”
When Orion and I returned home, the family was pacing in the living room; I could hear them from the car. Orion and I walked through the front door and Arianna ran to my side.
“Annabella! Are you ok? Are you hurt?” She was talking so fast that she did not even leave a breath in between the questions for me to answer her.
“I am fine. I am not hurt just a little shaken up. I am exhausted I am going up to bed.”
I started for the stairs as Orion was mumbling to the rest of the family. I laid down on the bed as I replayed the whole evening over and over in my mind.
Zack pulled up to the house not long after I went to bed. Slowly getting out of his car he walks up the stairs and rings the doorbell. Augustine was at the door in a second of the bell going off. “Good evening Zack. Come on in.”
Zack looked reluctant, “I do not think that is the wisest thing.”
Augustine shook his head, ”Zack you will be fine. Come on in, we need to talk.”
Zack quietly entered the room, looked around to all of the faces and his eyes fell to the floor. Barely a whisper left his lips, “Anna’s still scared of me, isn’t she?”
This time Griffin spoke up, “No Zack, she is not. She is asleep. She was exhausted.”
As the hours passed on and Zack was questioned downstairs, my dreams became more vivid. The images of the lady’s face kept coming to my mind. Then the bloody handprint sent me over as I screamed.
I awoke with Orion’s arms around me. He was silent as he stroked my hair and let me cry into his chest. Several minutes passed and he kissed the top of my head and I looked up to him. I was embarrassed as he held me in tears. I started to apologize to him. He placed his finger over my lips. “You are fine. I should have followed you two. I never imagined that this would have happened. I hate you being scared.”
His words almost made the tears start coming again, “You should not feel like you have to protect me. You needed time off from me. You have to be sick of me…”
The laughter stopped me before I could go on. “Anna you are hilarious. I could never be sick of you. I love hanging out with you.” As he was talking I started to blush, which made me more embarrassed. “Why are you blushing?”
I smiled, “I am not blushing…”
“Oh, yes you are. You suck at lying to me.”
My pouting lip came out as I quietly whispered, “I know.” I signed in defeat.
“So why are you blushing? You have to answer. I will not let you get out of it.”
“I was blushing because what you said was sweet.”
“Sweet? Anna, what are you thinking?” I started to shake my head. “Come on, Anna.” He started to tickle me and we suddenly stopped as our eyes locked onto each other.
Suddenly, Orion leaned in and our lips locked, but not long enough to satisfy me. “Anna, I am so sorry.” I was so upset, he kissed me and then he apologized. “Hey, do not make that face. I enjoyed it profusely but you need to have your own life.”
Before I even knew I was talking I had whispered, “You are what I want. I have liked you for too long.”
“Really?” The shock was in his voice. “I did not think you were interested in me.” Uncertainty was still in his voice.
“You are supposed to know the things that I am thinking, I thought.” We both smiled. “Oh well, I guess you are not as perceptive as you thought.”
“Oh, I’m not am I?” He leaned over and started to tickle me again, then suddenly stopped. “Anna the feelings are mutual.”
“Oh, so you love me?”
“More than you know.”
I thought about his words before I went on to ask, “So where does that leave us?”
“Will you be mine?” Orion looked scared when he asked which made me laugh. At the sound of my laughter, he looked up. “What?”
I was still chuckling as I answered. “You already have me, Orion. If you want me, that is.”
Shock flooded his face before he realized that I was joking on that last part, “Anna you are ludicrous. Of course, I want you. I have liked you longer than you have liked me. I am glad that I finally got you back.”
“Back?! What do you mean?”
He kissed my lips as he slips his hand under the covers. He started to caress my thigh and I let out a quiet groan into his mouth. His lips left my lips, to kiss down my jawline and my neck. Then he came back up and kissed the top of my head.
“Now go back to sleep. You are safe. I am right here.”
“You won’t leave me?”
“No, you are my life. You always have been. I could never leave you.”




Chapter 8

Darren Warin adjusted his seat belt. He had always hated to fly. Modern technology was just not his thing. Knowing this new information would take him to the top of the Invader’s clan. He kept looking at the picture of Annabella with his son, Zachary. Cursing under his breath, but not quietly enough, brought the flight attendant to his side.
“Sir, may I get you something? A pillow? Blanket?”
Her painted-on smile annoyed him more than anything. Over his annoyance he smiled, “No thank you. I am quite comfortable.”
As the flight attendant left, his mind drifted back to the picture. His wife, Amber, would kill him if Zack was injured. Only Darren knew the truth. His son would be put to death for befriending her. If the prophecy were true, if Zack did protect Annabella against his clan, he would not only die but he would be destroyed. Darren flinched as that unpleasant thought crossed his mind.
The plane finally landed in France. Only an hour remained until he would be addressing the entire council and a decision would be made.
“There he is!” Dragon looked towards his wife, Hazel. “Let’s go and bring him in.” As they walked towards him they saw him turn and look at them. The darkness shown within Darren’s eyes made them stop in their tracks.
Suddenly, there was a voice in Dragon’s head, “Stop! Go to the car. I will follow shortly. I'm being followed.”
Dragon and Hazel turned around and start towards the car. Once inside the car, they were safe because the dark tint of the car hid their pasty skin. Hazel jumped as the back door opened and closed in a Vampire’s speed. “GO!”
The car started up with hardly a sound. Dragon looked in the rearview mirror, “What the Hell is going on?” All of them were fuming with anger.
Darren hissed at the couple in the front, “Why did you bring the guards with you to the airport? I am no threat to you. Having that many vampires in one place, someone is going to get suspicious.”
Dragon’s long black hair fell over his shoulders to shield him from the car’s inside lights. His milky white skin went stone solid after Darren’s announcement. “We did not have any guards there? What are you talking about?” Curiosity filled his dark eyes.
Darren went dead silent. He knew what he had seen now. “Protector’s Guards not the Invader’s Guards. The war unfolds, sides will be taken, and death will come. We shall see who wins in the end.”
At the sound of that statement that Nathaniel Lavada made before he was massacred made them all shutter. Hazel, the frailest of them all, barely squeaked out “so it is true?” Shivering in her seat knowing the rest of the prophecy and what might come to be.
At the sound of his wife’s fear, Dragon placed more weight onto the gas pedal. Within a few minutes, they could see the Invader’s Guard behind the trees as they passed into the Invader’s territory. Driving into the hidden tunnel brought them into the garage of the Sanctuary.
Once inside the inner Sanctuary Andromeda and Apollo were standing there. Andromeda looked almost livid. “What took you so long?”
Darren bowed his head in respect and dropped to his knees. “I am sorry for the delay Queen Wakada.” He knew that she would be calmed by hearing the word Queen, until this point Darren had always seen her as a Queen but knowing that she would be the one to take his son’s life, he no longer saw her in the same light.
“I am sorry I was harsh my dear friend. Please come in, the council is waiting to hear the news that you alerted us too.”
“As you wish.” Andromeda led the way into the room, followed by Darren.
Darren’s mind wandered to his son. He started to regret the last several days with his son. He had always been so harsh with his son.
“Dad, you can’t!” Zack yelled to him as he grabbed Anna’s picture. “I love her!”
That was when he lost it and hit his son across the face. “No, you can not love such an imposter.”
“But I do. She isn’t as bad as you were told. She is the best person that I know; she’s so kind, considerate, funny…”
Another blow to the face stopped Zack in mid-sentence. “I said no. Stay away from her. That is an order. You must choose my clan or hers.” Before Zack could speak again he held up his hand to silence his son. “If you chose her, I will no longer claim you as my son. You will be put to death with the others in the Protector’s line.” Darren turned around and stalked out the door, leaving Zack on the floor crying with blood dripping down his face from the cut on his face.
Darren’s attention was brought back to the present as there were twenty pairs of dark eyes waiting on him to present his news. “Annabella Lavada is alive.” He held up the photo as the murmuring broke out between the people. Everyone was getting all worked up except for the guy in the back of the room in the Shadows. Darren had never seen him before.
Apollo noticed that Darren’s attention was diverted and approached his side. “Your son is in danger, yet you still turn him in?”
“My son made his own choice. I will not turn my back on my clan. Who is the one in the Shadows?”
Apollo hissed and the Shadows disappeared suddenly. Curiosity and Confusion filled Darren’s face. “That is my son, Kent,” Apollo stated quietly. “You made your choice and I have made my choice about my son. It is the hardest decision that I have ever made.”
Darren did not know what he was talking about but felt it rude to ask. Apollo left as the meeting continued in chaos. Darren took out his phone and looked at the picture of him and his son, quietly he whispered, “I’m so sorry, son.”




Chapter 9

The sound of banging woke Orion. As soon as the banging began it ended. Orion flew down the stairs as Zack climbed in the window.
“Zack, what is this all about; and why are you climbing through the window?”
“Why don’t you help me! This is a life or death situation and you took too long to answer the door so I decided on the window.”
Orion suddenly went still as Zack’s words hit him, “What's the problem?”
Zack sighs, “Go and gather everyone, I will tell you all together.”
As Orion called to the others, Zack went into the living room and collapsed on the couch. Zack did not hear Orion come into the room until he spoke, “Someone should beat your dad for doing that to your eye again.” Zack winced at the reminder of his dad’s hand meeting his face. Zack raised a hand to his cheek and softly rubbed it.
“He kicked me out because Anna and I are friends. I chose her over my family.” Zack hung his head whether, from exhaustion or the shame inside, no one would ever know.
By now everyone was in the living room. Everyone looked confused and nervous because of the late hour. Griffin was the first to break the silence, “Ok, Zack, what is the life or death problem?”
“My father, The Ghost, is on his way to France to tell them that the rumor of Anna’s survival is true. He is bringing them proof.”
At the sound of this announcement, Griffin disappeared up the stairs. When he returned he was carrying me since I was barely awake and kept dosing back off.
Zack was getting ready to apologize again but Orion stopped him. “Augustine, what do you want to do?”
Augustine looked at him and laughed. “What do you have in mind?”
“Too much to pull off. I want Annabella safe and as far away from the Invaders.” Before Augustine could intervene Orion kept talking, “But The Shadow should know that if he turns in Anna then Zack will be killed as well…”
Zack’s head snapped up. Augustine then caught onto what Orion was saying, “So, what do you think we should do?”
“Keep Anna here...”
“No, I want to go with you.” I did not know what was going on but I could not lose Orion.
Orion ignored my response and kept on talking, “I will go to France and try to figure out what has happened there and what is being planned.”
Augustine nodded and there was a sudden knock on the door. Everyone was up and surrounding me. Zack went and got the door. “May I help you?”
The guy stood there full of authority and nervousness. “I need to speak to Orion and Augustine Phoenix. It is about Vampiress Annabella Lavada.”
Everyone in the house stilled at Anna’s full name. Orion tore away from his family. “What is your name?”
“My name is no concern to you but I have come to offer you my help. The council has met but they have not decided what to do since Anna is not a threat to them, now at least.”
Orion and Zack exchange glances and Orion looks back to Augustine. Augustine nodded and Orion let the stranger in. As he walked into the room he bowed to me, as I was standing next to Griffin still half asleep. Arianna started the conversation, “Please, if you are going to help, please, give us your name.”
The newest guest looked to me and asked, “If I give you my name, will you let me explain?”
“Yes,” it was the first time that my voice had been heard that night. “I want to know what is going on, as well.” As I spoke, I scanned the room to all the stares, feeling the tension.
“Yes, my lady.” He bowed again. “My name is Kent Wakada…” Several gasps echoed around the room. He went silent for a moment before he started to speak again. “My father is Apollo Wakada; he is the one who let you all get away with Vampiress Annabella. My father is a Protector. He married my mother, Andromeda, before he knew what side she was on. He trained me well. I am here to keep the Vampiress safe.”
I was agitated at the newest guest in our house. I hated being called a Vampiress. Because of the power of my family, I had lost them all and had to create a new family. “Well, if you are going to help, please, do not call me Vampiress or Annabella. I go by Anna, and I am no Vampiress. I am just a normal vampire, not royalty.”
“That could be very difficult; though I will try my best Vamp… I mean, Anna.”
“Thank You.”
Orion looked between the two of us, “Ok, so if you are going to help us; what about your allegiance to your clan? What about your mother?”
Kent looked down and looked back up with a fierceness in his eyes. “My mother has disowned me. My father looks after me and makes sure that I am doing well. I hang out at the shadows at the Sanctuary. No one ever really notices an extra person. I live with a hidden society of vampires, some are non-clan but most are Protector’s.”
Skylar had been giving Kent with a death stare since he walked through the door, but when he heard about the clan he was taken by surprise. “What is the name of the society?”
Kent smiled with affection, thinking of the village that took him in. “Shadows is the name of the village. It’s hidden from everyone except if they know where to find it. It is the safest place to hide Anna if needed.”
Quincy and Griffin were quarreling in the background. The new knowledge of the powerless village was a new concept to all of us. Kent stopped them, “Wait, there is power there and someone does run Shadows.”
Quincy, hiding his eyes, “But you said that there was no clan meaning that there is no authority? Or did you speak untrue?”
“I spoke the truth. The power is with the one who built the village. His name is Jared Lometo, but he goes by Leo, most of the time. He was one of the guards that survived at the Sanctuary. He makes sure that no one is made into royalty and has that much power again. With power, comes conflict and jealousy…”
Quincy was quick to interrupt Kent, “Yeah we all understand the problems that powers have. You forget, young one, that we were there when the Sanctuary was attacked.”
“Jared is the reason that I am here. You see, he was part of the Protector’s and he feels that he still has to protect Anna.”
Orion shook his head, “What is Jared’s real reason with helping out Anna and our family?”
“I am not at liberty to discuss it farther.”
Orion was at his side in an instant with barely any time for Kent to react to the situation. Orion had him by the throat. “You said your father sent you and then you say Jared is behind it. What are you hiding? What is the real story? Maybe I should kill you now as a spy!”
I walked up behind Orion, wrapped my arms around his waist and kissed his neck, “Orion, please, let him go.
“No!” he spat to his side.
“Then I am leaving. I will not stand around and watch you two fight.” I turned so that Jared could see me, “Tell me how to get to Shadows.”
Orion suddenly let Kent go and turned to me. “No, you can’t. It is not safe. I will not lose you. I can’t lose you again, it will kill me.” Orion sunk into the couch. I quickly went to his side and sat next to him. I hated to see him upset. It always ate me for the inside out. I had to comfort him.
“Orion.” I waited until he looked up. “I am not going to go to Shadows unless it is necessary. I want to stay here but I want all of you to be safe as well. We should weigh the option though.”
Orion grabbed my hand and kissed the top of it and caressed my cheek. “Anna, honey, I have to go to France. I will keep you safe.” Fear flashed into my eyes and Orion grabbed me and brought me to his chest as I started to cry.
I finally had Orion. He loves me and I love him. I can not lose him again. I can not go for months and not wake up in his arms. When Orion leaves I won’t feel safe until he returns. I will be so lost and so alone.




Chapter 10

Orion and Kent left early that morning on there way to France. The house felt so quiet and eerie as I walked through the living room. I felt dead inside with Orion no longer in the house. Before I knew it, I was speaking aloud. Standing, looking out the window, I begged, “Please bring Orion back to me quickly and safely.”
“Hey, Anna,” Zack called from across the room, making me jump almost out of my skin. “Sorry. I did not mean to scare you. I thought that you would know that I was in here with all of…”
Before Zack could finish his sentence I started to laugh. The laughter stopped Zack's speech. “Zack, it's fine. I am just a little jumpy. Nothing new, lately.”
Zack laughed as well but stopped quickly, “I know you miss him already.” A silent tear escaped from my eye. “He will be back once you’re safe. Come on, let’s go have some fun, get him off your mind.”
“That is probably the best. What should we do?” The playfulness was back in my voice. I just hope that Zack did not know that I was completely faking the enthusiasm. Orion would have known instantly.
“It’s a surprise.” He grabbed my hand and we were running out the door. Before I knew it we were both laughing so hard we were crying.
That was when the gun went off. Zack grabbed me, sheltering me from the bullets flying by us. I did not even realize I was screaming until Zack turned me over. “Are you ok?”
“Yeah, I think so.” I started looking over my body to make sure that I was not wounded. It was not like it would have killed me unless they were silver and it wasn’t taken out.
“What were you thinking?” Zack was standing there screaming. I started to answer before I noticed that he was talking to three men with guns.
“You kids should not be out in the woods during hunting season. You could have been killed.”
“We always hang out in the woods. This is the forest preserve, hunting's not allowed. I know the laws.”
The hunter shrugged as he didn't care that he was not supposed to be hunting on the Preserve. “It is still dangerous to be in the woods. People have been disappearing lately.” The threat only made Zack fume more. I stood up from the ground and put my hand on his arm, hoping it would calm him.
The younger hunter, that stood behind the other two men, turned towards me, “Ma’am, I am deeply sorry we scared you.”
“Oh yes, we are sorry that we scared you both. Please accept our apology.” The older gentleman said, glaring at the other hunter that had threatened Zack.
“Thank You,” it was the only thing that I could think of at the moment. “Apology accepted, but we must get home now. Good-bye and safe hunting.” Before Zack could speak again, I pulled his arm as we walked back towards my house.
When we were finally out of sight of the hunters, Zack and I ran off towards the house. “Thanks, Zack.”
He was still fuming from the hunting incident. “Seriously Anna! Thanks for what? Almost getting you killed?”
“No, I did have a lot of fun and it helped to clear my head.” I kissed him on the cheek. “Now, come inside until you calm down enough.”
“No!” His voice was so sharp with anger it made me flinch. At the site of my cowering away he quietly went on “No, I better get home.”
I could not let him go home, no one was there and I did not want to be alone. “Zack, please, I don’t want to be alone right now.” I knew that he was still going to reject so I went on, “I am too scared to be by myself.” That got him, it had to. So I lied a little bit. I was scared but I was scared of what would happen if I was alone for too long.
“Fine,” he said with a smile, “What movie do you want to watch?”
I started the movie and snuggled on the couch as Zack sprawled out in the recliner. Before I knew it, I was asleep.
When I woke, a blanket was covering me and Zack was asleep in the chair. I smiled at the sight. No matter all of the things that we had already faced, and everything that we were going to face, he looked so peaceful. I quietly got up and went into the kitchen.
Orion and Kent landed on a private airstrip on the outskirts of France. Orion had fallen asleep and awoke to the jolt of the landing plane. “Where are we, Kent?”
“We just landed on Shadows runway. You told me that you wanted to check out Shadows. Did I get it wrong?”
“No. I wanted to do this I just…”
“Thinking of Anna,” Kent smirked.
“How did you know?” The surprise was evident in his voice. He was afraid that the family would know if this stranger knew that he was more than just Anna’s protector. His family did not know the truth about him and Anna and he preferred to keep it that way.
“You talk in your sleep. It was quite interesting.” The look on Orion’s face made Kent keep talking, “Do not worry. I am great with keeping things of that much importance to myself.”
“Thank You.”
Kent pointed from the plane’s window to a single man in an expensive deep green suit, with long blonde hair that was tied back. Authority oozed from every inch of the man that Orion was now watching.               “That is Jared Lometo. When we approach call him Jared, nothing else unless instructed to do so. Also, make sure that he does not know that you like Anna, do not think of it when you are around him.”
“Why can I not think of it?”
“He specializes in... well, he is like Anna; in the way that she can read emotions. Jared can hone it better, it's like he can read the thoughts of most supernaturals.”
“You are talented, Kent. Most people do not know about Anna’s talent. Even most of our family does not know her talent. She keeps it hidden to try to have a normal life.”
“Again, I will not say anything. Are you ready to meet Jared?”
“As ready as I will ever be.”
Both men stopped and smiled at each other as they exited the plane.
As he stepped off the plane, Orion felt like he was entering a battle zone. Out of nowhere, they were surrounded by Lions and Vampires and shape-shifters. “Kent? What is going on?”
The phone woke me for the second time that day. As I got up I noticed a note on the table. I quickly grabbed the note and rushed to the phone. “Hello?”
“Good morning, sleepyhead.”
“ORION, you called! It's you! Are you ok? What’s going on? Where are you?”
Orion had been laughing since I had answered the phone. “Anna, honey, calm down. I called to updated everyone about everything I have seen. Can you call them?”
I looked around guiltily as I noticed that everyone was standing in my room, even Zack. “They are all here.” I realized that I must have shouted a little too loud and alarmed my family. “I guess I screamed too loud. Plus, you're already on speakerphone.”
“Orion, are you safe?” Augustine asked protectively.
Orion was once again serious. He had always gotten serious when it came to working. “Of course, Kent and Jared are great. I love working with both of them. If there is a problem, I think that Shadows is the safest place for Anna. I have toured the entire place and we talked about security while Anna would be here.”
“I am not going anywhere.” I tried to sound full of authority but it did not work as well as I thought.
“Annabella Lavada, you will do what you are told. You will remain safe,” Augustine said in his sternest voice.
“Ok, well let me finish fast because I need to get off. Kent and I are in France, right now, and we are trying to gather the information. I will call again once I have any more information. Keep Anna in your sight at all times.”
Before anyone could even say goodbye, Orion hung up.




Chapter 11

I can not believe it had been three months since Orion had left. I had not received a phone call since he called two months ago. I guess it was a good thing since I was finally getting closer to my friends and the rest of the family. I never realized how much time Orion and I had spent together. It is so lonely here without him by my side. I realized that I took his presence for granted. I guess the saying, “You don't know what you have until it's gone,” was true.
“Hello? Earth to Anna,” Rachael was waving her hand in front of my face.
“Sorry, I was just…uh…just…”
“We know. You were just thinking about Orion.” She shrugged, “You miss him. We understand.”
“Thanks. So, what were you saying?”
Lady jumped in at the opportunity, “Well, we’re all going out with your brothers on a date. We were wondering if you would go with Zack. Then he won’t be by himself.”
“Sure, sounds like fun. I knew you all were perfect for my brothers.”
We all started to laugh as we walked toward our cars. “Are we driving together or meeting there?”
Zack walked up behind me, putting his arm around my shoulder. “I will pick you up at six at your house. Sound good?”
“Yeah. See you then.”
I drove home with a smile on my face. I missed Orion, a little too much, but I needed this outing. Suddenly I was extremely nervous. Now, what should I wear?
“Arianna! I need you.” Arianna floated into my room like she was on a cloud. I wished that I could be as beautiful and graceful as her.
“Yes, dear?”
“I am going out with Zack, the guys, and their girls. I don’t know what I should wear.”
She walked to the closet and pulled out a red cocktail dress. “This is the perfect thing to wear. What do you think?”
“I love it. I can not believe that I never thought about this dress.”
“I hope that you have a lot of fun. You deserve it. I have missed this smile on your face.”
I smiled again as she touched my cheek. I felt bad that she noticed my missing smile. I needed to try harder to be happier around her. I did not want her to be more worried about me than she already is.
Finally, it was six. I never thought it would come as Zack pulled up into the driveway. I stepped outside and met him on the porch.
“You look beautiful Anna!” He did not even have to say anything because you could tell what he was thinking before he cleared the surprised look off his face.
“Thank You!” I blushed and gave a small smile. I knew they he hadn't seen me go all out like I did tonight. I had wanted to look nice. When Arianna pulled out the red dress I knew that I could go all out with my make-up and hair. It was something rare for me. I usually preferred my jeans.
He opened the door as I jumped up into the seat of his truck. I was thankful that he was paying attention to the road. I wasn't sure how my reaction to his comment looked. His compliment was nice to hear. I was not used to compliments much. “So where are we going for dinner?”
“Mercedes told us to meet them at Sangre’s.”
“Yum! That sounds amazing.” I had to laugh at the name.
Zack looked over at my sarcastic enthusiasm at the sound of the restaurant. “You have been there too?”
I thought about it for a minute. “No. I have never really gone to any place around here. I just heard a lot of things about the restaurant.”
We arrived at the restaurant and the fun began. It turned out the place I thought was a restaurant turned out to be more like a nightclub. I had never gone to a nightclub in my hundred years. The lights and music were overwhelming but in a good way. My brothers and friends were already on the dance floor, laughing. Before I knew what was going on, Zack had pulled me out on the dance floor.
The blush on my cheeks was so obvious. “No, Zack! I can’t dance.” I was mortified that I was being pulled out on the dance floor. I never learned how to slow dance or even dance at all. I had no idea what to expect. Zack noticed that he was practically dragging me onto the dance floor and tried to encourage me.
“Come on. Just follow me.” I glared over at him and he just smiled, “trust me.”
I rolled my eyes. “I am going to look like a complete buffoon.” Zack just laughed as we swayed on the dance floor. It was much easier than I would have expected. I completely forgot all of my fears and started having a blast dancing with Zack. Out of the dance floor, I let myself go. The stress and worry drained out of me as I twirled and jumped on the dance floor.
Before I knew it, we were all laughing in the parking lot. Zack and I walked towards his car. Before he opened the door, Zack grabbed my wrist to turn me towards him. He stared into my eyes like he was looking straight through me. All I could do is stare back at him. Barely reminding myself to breathe. I could barely think straight when I was with him. I knew that I did not and could not have feelings for him. As I started to think of Orion and how wrong this was to be alone with Zack, he leaned in. All I could think was “Oh, my God, he is going to kiss me.” I did not know what to do, I had to stop this. I loved Orion. I had Orion. I could not let this guy complicate my life and affect me like this.
“Zack!” His name was muffled as his lips never left mine. Zack kept kissing me, ferociously. I love it yet hated it. I had to tell him the truth.
I tried to say something else but it was muffled. It was so hard trying to talk with him kissing me like this. Concentration was next to impossible; I wanted to kiss him just as passionately back. Finally, I was able to find my voice, as I tried to push him away. “Zack! Stop!”
“What?” He pulled away and was completely confused and starting to grow angry. “I thought that you liked me?”
“I do like you.” He smiled and started to lean in again. I put up my hands to stop him, “I like you as a friend.”
I could tell by the look on his face that he was getting pissed off. I got in the car and he closed the door. He drove me home, and as he put the car in park, he turned to talk to me. His voice was almost a whisper. I could tell he was struggling with whatever he was trying to say. I wanted to lighten his mood a little. He was so serious but I did not know how to do that. “Anna. This is hard for me to say, but I love you and you don’t feel the same about me.” The statement kind of hit me. I was glad that he caught on fast but he was going to need an explanation. I could tell by the look in his eyes.
“No, I don’t. Zack, I am truly sorry. I love to hang out with you and I love being your friend but…” I had to pause. I needed to figure out how much I should tell him. I knew that no one was supposed to know my darkest secret. I could not hide the truth from Zack any longer. I just had to blurt it out, “I love Orion.” That kind of took him back; he was not expecting that.
Understanding finally washed over his face. “I kind of knew that you had something for him. I was just hoping I was wrong.”
Suddenly, I was extremely worried. I could feel my pulse skyrocketing. I grabbed his arm, "Zack, no one can know. The family does not even know that Orion and I are… a pair.”
Shock and anger flashed across his face. “How long has this been going on?”
I did not understand why I felt severely guilty but I did. I hung my head for a few seconds and then looked over to Zack. “We have been together for about a month before he left. Zack, I am sorry. I hope that we can remain friends. Orion is all I have ever wanted. He is always there. It kills me when I am away from him for very long.”
He did not answer at first. I told myself that I would understand if he did not want to be friends. I knew that I was wrong to let it go as far as it went tonight. “Of course, we will always be friends. If you ever change your mind, I’ll be waiting for you.”
I tried hard not to laugh. I knew that I would never change my mind. I had wanted Orion for almost a century and I finally had him. I opened the car door and slipped out. Before I closed the door, I looked back to Zack. “Have a good night, my friend.”
“You too Anna. Sleep well.”
I closed the door and went into the house. Once the door was closed I started laughing until tears started to fall down my cheeks steadily. I had not expected for the evening to turn out the way. It felt so good for someone to finally know about Orion and me. I hated that I hurt Zack; though I loved him I knew that I could not live without Orion. The past few months taught me that. The tears grew worse as I laid down on my bed and let the sadness consume me. I was tired of trying to act so tough all the time.




Chapter 12

Another month had passed without Orion returning home. It was unbearable without him here. It was becoming worse without his small caresses on my skin. His warm body pressed against me as I slept. The loneliness had turned to depression and was overwhelming me. I walked down the stairs, wiping the tears out of my eyes. I did not think I could survive much longer without Orion. I had never gone this long without him. If he returned, I would never let him leave again.
Quincy was at the bottom of the stairs, staring up. “You ok, Anna? You look horrible.”
“Thanks, Quincy. Love the support.” I knew he meant well but there was absolutely no way that I was ok. Four months without Orion was starting to feel like a lifetime. At this point, I wasn't sure that he would return. He was free finally free. Maybe he did not care for me. Maybe it was all in my head and he was only doing his job.
“Yeah, but seriously, are you ok?” Quincy gave me a concerned look that I wished I could wipe away. I hated that he could see the pain that I was in. I was just too tired to hide the pain. No one would understand about Orion and me. That much was clear.
“I’ll be fine. I just feel a bit weird and dizzy.”
Before I could say anything else, I felt myself slipping. The darkness consumed me. Luckily, Quincy caught me before I hit the floor as he shouted for Augustine.
Augustine walked into the entryway, calmly. He had heard our conversation; everyone had. When he saw me in Quincy’s arms, he sighed.
"Quincy, take her upstairs. Griffin, grab the medical kit."
I was floating in the blackness as he gently laid me on the bed. I could feel Augustine place an I.V. in my arm. I knew that I had been avoiding feeding lately. I had not been able to bring myself to eat without Orion. On the weekends, we usually would go camping and hunt the small prey.
It felt like the darkness had kept me prisoner for hours. I knew that once the blood bag was empty, I would wake. When I opened my eyes, Arianna was there; sitting beside me. I looked at her.
"What happened?" All too soon I remembered. I looked around the room and saw Quincy leaning against the furthest wall. The look on his face made me shiver. “Is Quincy ok?” I asked Arianna, not willing to directly ask Quincy.
“Honey, why are you not feeding? That is why you passed out. You are too weak right now.” The look in her eyes was the same as behind Quincy’s eyes, worry, and pain. I hated seeing the emotions in their eyes. I knew that they were worried; I just could not tell them the truth.
“I don't know. I have not felt like feeding lately.” It was not the complete truth, but it was the closest truth I could give. Orion and I decided that the family should not know about us. I wanted to tell them so bad. Maybe then they would understand that I just could not make myself eat like I was supposed to when half of me was missing.
“Well, you are going to be out of school for a few days; until you are strong enough to stand.”
Everyone left the room and my tears started to fall. I could not tell anyone about the nightmares that I had been having lately. I hide my fears from them. If they knew, then Orion might be delayed even longer. As I laid in bed, I quickly fell asleep. I woke to a knock on my door.
“Come in,” I said groggily. As my door slowly opened I saw Rachael, Mercedes, and Lady. All of them came into the room with smiles, trying to be quiet.
“We missed you at school today. Quincy said you were sick so we brought you the homework you missed.” Rachel smiled as she sat down the bag she was carrying.
I was so lucky to have such great friends. Of course, I knew the other reason why they were here. They were here to see my brothers. My brothers were a little too preoccupied with my sudden “illness” to hang out with their girlfriends.
“Thank You.”
Lady quietly asked, "Are you feeling any better?" I nodded so I didn't have to lie to them.
Mercedes gladly started in on catching me up on everything I'd missed so far and the gossip. I laughed as she caught me up on a lot of things. I had honestly been out of the loop since Orion left. It was good to hear all the news about the school and some of my classmates. I wished that I could be back at school; it was easier than sitting around thinking about Orion all of the time without a distraction.
Not much later, the girls left and I settled back down. Another knock sounded at my door. This time it was Zack and a bundle of blue roses.
“Hello friend, how are you feeling?” The smile on his face took my breath away. I had to regain my thoughts before I could even answer him.
“I’m doing better.”
“I brought these for you.” He held out the beautiful flowers.
I reached out and grabbed the vase with both of my hands. I could barely lift it, I was so weak. Before it could slip out of my grasp, he grabbed it and placed it on the bedside table. “Thank You! They are beautiful Zack! Wherever did you find them?”
He just shrugged. We talked for a while, mostly about nothing. I tried to hide a yawn but was unsuccessful.
Zack stood up from his chair, stretching. “You are tired, aren’t you? I better let you get some sleep. You have to hurry up and get better. School is so boring without you. I'll let you rest.”
“Ok, I will see you soon then.” I felt bad that he was leaving because I was so exhausted. I had to get some sleep. I could barely keep my eyes open and was feeling the weakness setting in again.
Zack turned to leave, "Oh, I forgot." He walked back to the bed.
I was surprised that he had forgotten to tell me something that seemed so important. I answered him, warily. “Yes?”
“Would you go to the Spring Formal with me, as a friend?” He seemed so nervous when he asked me. Like he was scared that he was going to be turned down.
He did say that we would go only as friends. He knows not to expect more than that. “Sure. I would love to go. As your friend, of course!” I made sure to emphasize the friend part.
“Cool. See you tomorrow!” It was so easy to please Zack.
“Bye Zack!” The moment that he closed the door I quickly fell asleep.
The next day Zack visited me again, as well as my friends. They did not stay very long. Zack was there until I drifted off to sleep. I awoke with the same reoccurring nightmare. As soon as the scream came to my lungs, I tried to stifle it. Zack was instantly there, wrapping me in his arms.
“Shhh, Anna! It’s ok. It was just a bad dream.” My tears were uncontrollable as Zack tried to comfort me. I did not know why this dream was scaring me so much. I needed to find out the truth, but I had no one to talk to. Maybe I could call Orion. We were not allowed to call him unless there was an emergency. This was starting to feel like an emergency. “Anna? Are you ok?” The worry in his eyes was there as he brought me out of my darkening thoughts.
“Yeah, I will be fine. It’s nothing, just a bad dream.” He looked at me, letting it drop. I knew that he did not believe me. I quietly laid back down as Augustine came into the room and hooked up another bag of blood to my I.V. Zack finally left when he determined that I was fine.
It was two weeks before I was strong enough to return to school. I was relieved to be back at school. I needed the distraction. The Spring Dance was this Friday; which would distract me the most. I could not believe that time had flown this fast. Zack and I were hanging out all of the time. Mostly he came over to the house since I was not allowed out of the sight of my Protectors. Since my sudden sickness, they all were smothering me. I rarely left the house just in case I had another episode.
Friday had come quicker than I hoped for. I sat at lunch with my friends as they quietly talked about our plans on getting ready for the dance. I hoped that they did not see the worry in my eyes. Maybe it had been a bad idea to say yes to Zack. I did not want him to get the wrong idea. We both agreed to go as friends, but I knew that he felt more than friendship towards me. I was with Orion. I loved Orion, yet I loved the times that I got to spend with Zack as well. I could not confuse myself.
I started to daydream and was brought back to the lunchroom when I heard a squeal of laughter beside me. I had missed something funny. I felt bad for not paying attention. When the bell rang, I looked at my girlfriends, “See you all at my house after school.”
They all agreed and we all left to go our separate ways to our classes. I was glad to get away so I could daydream about Orion without them noticing. I walked into class and sat down.
The class was uneventful, at least as much as I could tell. Of course, I did not hear a word that the teacher had said. I was looking out the window, remembering when Orion mentally talked to me as I sat here in class, my first week at school. I wondered if he could talk to me over long distances. As soon as the thought came to me, the bell rang, startling me. I ran out of the class and to the parking lot. I needed to get home soon so I could get ready for the dance. I did not want to go without Orion, but I already agreed to go.




Chapter 13

Rachael, Mercedes, and Lady arrived shortly after we pulled into the driveway. I opened the door to greet them. “So, what should we do first?”
Rachael was the first to answer since she was our main beautician. “Nails, makeup, and then we do each other's hair.”
The others all laughed at Rachael’s authority in her voice. We quickly bounded up the stairs, in a fit of giggles, to get started on our nails. It was a lot of fun hanging out with my friends. Once our nails were done, I went downstairs to escape for a minute. I wasn't used to all of the girly stuff. I had always been a tomboy, even earlier in my life. I never bothered with dresses and makeup. I preferred my jeans and hoodie.
Arianna was there in the kitchen when I walked in. She took one look at me and asked, “Are you ok?” I just smiled at her which made her more alarmed. “You are not going to pass out again, are you?”
I almost laughed but caught myself. “No, I’m fine. I am just not used to all of this girly stuff. I was thinking about grabbing the guys and play some soccer.”
She smiled at my response. “You will get used to it soon enough.” I knew what she must be thinking. She always thought that I would love to be in a dress and showing off the figure I received when I became a Vampire.
I smiled. “I guess that I am just complaining. I wish that Orion would be here to see me. I got the dress because he was supposed to take me.” His name brought tears to my eyes, but I refused to let myself cry. The others would notice the redness in my eyes if I let the tears come. In less than a second Arianna was at my side and embraced me in a hug.
“I know that you miss him, but you have to get past that. You need to live this life. Have some fun. You have been dragging yourself around this house like he was dead. He is just in France. Once you are safe, then he will be back. I promise you.”
Before I could say anything, Lady glided into the room. “Anna? Did you forget about us? We need to get started on makeup and hair if we are going to be ready for the guys in half an hour.”
“Half an hour?!” I was in complete shock that the time had flown by so fast. I ran up the stairs, to hurry and get ready. I was finished in twenty minutes. As I came down the stairs, Arianna was there with a camera. I could barely believe it. We never used the camera. Taking pictures was dangerous. A picture would be proof that I was still alive. “Arianna? What are you doing? We don’t take pictures.”
“It is so Orion can see you. You said you wished that he was here. I will take a picture so he can see just how beautiful you look tonight, my dear.” I sighed. I knew that she had a point. I tried to smile as much as I could but not the one I wanted him to see. After several pictures were taken with my brothers, my friends, and a group picture; we filed outside and got into the limo.
The dance was like I thought it would be. Lame. The theme was Hollywood, of course. Everyone was snapping selfies and were over the top with their outfits. It was so clichéd. One look at our school and you would think that you were at a modeling school instead of a prep academy. The dancing was the best of the night. Zack twirled me onto the dance floor. Then Griffin came over and danced with me. It was my favorite part of the night because I had always loved dancing with my brothers. They were the ones that taught me to dance.
The night finally ended. Zack had wanted to grab ice cream after the dance and I did not have the heart to say, "no." By the time I got home, I was beyond exhausted. I started to think about Orion, Zack, and all the things that had happened that evening. I walked up the stairs and into Griffin’s room. I had been doing that for the past month. I sat on his couch as my thoughts quieted.
Griffin was already in the room playing on his game station. When I walked in he looked over, “you staying in here tonight?”
“Yeah, if you do not mind. Do you?”
He looked over at me and rolled his eyes, “You know I don’t care if you stay in here. It is easier to keep an eye out on you when you are in here. Plus, I love your company.” I stifled a yawn and he smiled. “Sleep, Anna. You are exhausted. I will be watching out for you tonight. No need to be scared at all.”
I knew that he was saying that because he knew I was having nightmares almost every night. No one in my family was in the dark about that. I refused to tell them about it though. I was too scared to even think about it.
I woke that morning in Griffin’s bed, instead of on the couch. There was no doubt in my mind that he had moved me. I heard a noise outside and then a knock on the door. I quickly got up, dressed, and went downstairs at lightning speed. Zack was in the living room, talking quietly to Augustine. When I walked into the room, they both turned to look at me.
“Hey, Zack!” I was glad that he was there but I was also annoyed at myself. I should not have been happy that he was there. He was a friend, Orion was what I wanted and would always want. “What are you doing here?” I smiled as I sat on the couch.
“I was wondering if you would like to go on a walk with me.” I looked at Augustine but before he could say anything Zack kept talking, “You have been cooped up inside too much. You only leave for school. Some fresh air will do you good.”
I looked at Augustine. He nodded that it was ok. I gulped and said, “Ok, I guess.”
Zack must have seen how uncomfortable I was. “Just as friends. I know you don't like me, like that. You are the only one that will hang out with me. Plus, you're nice to me.”
That made me smile. I felt bad for thinking poorly of him. He was a good guy, and if I did not have Orion, maybe I would like him more than a friend. “I could use some fresh air.” Turning to Augustine, “I won’t be out late, I promise.” He kissed me on the cheek.
"Have fun and be safe." Augustine smiled and shewed us out the door.
Zack and I left the house, walking swiftly into the forest. The forest always made me feel comfortable. Something about the quietness and the rustling of leaves calmed and relaxed me.




Chapter 14

Orion called that afternoon to see if there was any news from home. Griffin grabbed the phone on the second ring.
“Hey, Orion! It sure is boring here without you.” Griffin’s laughter made Orion laugh at the other end of the line.
Skylar, Quincy, Arianna, and Augustine all walked towards the living room to join in the conversation.
“Hey! Orion’s on the phone,” Griffin smiled at the other’s who had just walked in.
Quincy laughed at Orion’s eagerness, “Put him on speakerphone so we can all hear him.”
Augustine was professional and got right to the point. “Orion, have you learned anything? What is the situation there?”
“I learned they are saying, ‘it is the Prophecy.’ Most of the people are spooked. At least it is beautiful here. The weather is even nice. It's not raining like it usually is. They still don’t know if the report of Annabella being alive is true. They are still at a loss of words. Speaking of Anna, where is she?”
Silently, everyone looked back and forth at each other. No one wanted to answer Orion's question. They were afraid of how Orion would react to what was going on with her.
“Hello? Are you all still there?” Worry was starting to reach his voice when no one was answering him.
Before he could jump to conclusion’s Arianna finally answered, “We're still here.”
“What’s wrong? Just spit it out. It can not be as bad as I'm thinking.” This time not only worry, but fear was in his voice.
“Now, do not get bent out of shape, dear. Anna’s been…well… she has not been the same since you left. Augustine had to hook her up to an I.V. because she is refusing to feed and she is no longer laughing and smiling like she uses to.” Arianna paused not sure if she should go on. Plus, she was thinking that she might have said too much already.
“What? Why is she acting like that? What else are you hiding and how long has this been going on?” Anger and frustration were in his voice.
This time it was not Arianna who answered Orion, but Skylar, “She's been like this for four months. Pretty much since the day that you left. There’s more…” Before Skylar could say anything else, Orion cut him off growling.
“More?! How can there be more?!” The growl in his voice would have scared any normal person. You could tell through the phone that he was trying to hold himself together as they were springing all of this on him at once.
Skylar looked around, obviously worried about how to approach the subject. Then Augustine finally spoke up, “She has been sleeping in Griffin’s room. She is terrified of something, but she will not confide in us about her nightmares. Plus, she has been hanging out with Zack more.”
“Zack! You are allowing that? His father is The Ghost and he is a young vampire. He is not in control of his actions. Remember Christmas Break, or do I need to remind you? She came home more scared than I have ever seen her!”
“Orion, calm down.” Augustine commanded. “He is the only one that she is responding to. We are pretty desperate at this point. You do not understand how she has been since you left. Arianna and I have been discussing it, and we think she may be in love with you.”
Both lines were silent for several long seconds before Orion spoke again. “Is she really that bad?” The pain was so obvious in his voice. For the first time since he had called, he was quietly taking in everything that was being said.
“Yes, she has had us worried, but we were not sure if we should tell you.” Tears were in her eyes as the worry in her voice penetrated the phone.
“Yes, you should have. I am glad you did. Look, there is nothing else here to find learn. So, I am going to come back. Don't tell her. See you all soon.” He suddenly hung up because he knew that he had to get back to the house as fast as he could. He had to see Anna. His family had been keeping too much from him. He should have known that there was trouble when he could not contact her through their bond. He had written it off to the distance. Now he knew that it was her weakened state that kept her from him.
“Come on, Anna! You are slower than I could ever imagine. Aren’t you supposed to be the fastest?”
I just scowled at him. “I have not been feeling well, lately. Why are you in such a hurry to get home, anyway?”
“You still aren't feeling well?” He started to look me over, deciding if I was ok to even be out there. Once the inventory was complete I started to tell him why I was not feeling well.
“No, I'm still a little dizzy. I'll be fine. Let’s go. Now, I will show you how real speed looks.” I laughed as a ran through the woods. I heard Zack breathing very close behind me as I sped up. The dizziness worsened the faster I ran. Suddenly, blackness and complete silence surrounded me. It was like I was trapped in a tunnel. I could hear and feel what was happening around me, but I couldn't move or focus.
“Anna!” Zack was standing over me, shouting. He picked me up and ran full speed towards my house. Before Zack cleared the trees, my family was on the porch. They saw us and they started running toward us.
Griffin was in his protective mode by the time that he reached us. “What did you do to her?” He turned to follow Zack as he kept running towards Augustine.
Zack glared at Griffin, a little hurt, “Nothing. We were running and she passed out. She had been complaining about being dizzy before she started running.”
By that time, we were inside and Zack was laying me on the bed. Augustine was immediately over me with gentle hands telling Quincy to grab his bag. Quincy ran out and ran back in with his bag with lightning speed.
“Is she going to be ok?” I could hear the worry in Zack’s voice. “What happened?”
Augustine finally spoke up, “she will be fine. I think that it is time that you left.”
“I am not going anywhere.” Authority was behind his statement to Augustine.
“I can not treat her with you here.” Augustine was standing his ground just as much as Zack was.
“I can not leave her. It is my fault. I challenged her to run as fast as she could.” The sorrow in his voice got to Augustine.
Augustine sighed because he knew he lost. “Fine, you can stay. It is not your fault, though. It’s all of ours. She’s not feeding.”
As Augustine talked to Zack, he quickly put an I.V. in my arm. I could not see Zack’s face but I knew he was still in shock at Augustine’s statement.
“That's dangerous, isn’t it?” Zack barely breathed the question. Almost like he was too scared to know the truth.
“Yes.” The sorrow and the pain finally showed through Augustine’s solid facial features.
“Why is she not feeding?” His voice was in amazement. "That's why she wasn't at school, isn't it?" He finally realized the truth of why I was not at school before the dance. "That's why she's been so weak." Zack shook his head, thinking that he should have known.
“Yes. We have a few ideas about why she isn't feeding. There are several reasons why she would be hurting herself like this.”
“How long will she be out?”
“There is no telling. I do know that Orion is on his way home. Anna talks to him when she will not talk to anyone else.”
“Her and Orion are close, aren’t they?” There were jealousy and anger in his voice. He just could not understand what I saw in Orion.
“Yes, they have always been very close,” Augustine answered with admiration in his voice.
When I finally woke up, it was dark outside. The weakness was still fierce as I could barely move.               Quietly, I whispered, “Augustine?” All of a sudden seven dark figures were standing around my bed. I started to reach for the light but Augustine was faster. He switched the light on as I squinted my eyes until they were used to the sudden brightness. I looked intently at the faces hovering over me, as my focus cleared my eyes landed on the most exquisite face in the crowd. Orion was back. Shock, then relief, flooded into my face.
“Orion?! You’re back!” I could not control the happiness that overtook me. Everyone started to laugh except for Zack.
“Yes, Anna, I’m back. Sleep now; you need to rebuild your strength. You are in big trouble once you wake up.”
I innocently smiled. “Why would I be in trouble? What did I do?” I looked into his dark brown eyes and he looked back with his serious look.
He softly caressed the side of my face, “You know exactly what you did not do!” I cringed as I realized that he was talking about my feeding habit since he had left. I started to say something, as he put a finger to my lips. “Shhh. We will discuss it tomorrow. For now, you need to sleep.”
“Ok, Orion.” I turned on my side and closed my eyes. He kissed my forehead, as he turned off the light.




Chapter 15

I woke later in the afternoon. I was completely convinced that I dreamt up the entire night. My angel, my protector, my love, could not be home. Orion was still in France. My subconscious made it a wonderful memory to have, but I knew that the pain from the dream would come soon. At least it would help me to get through the next few days.
Finally, I decided that I could not lie in bed any longer. As I started to sit up, Orion was right there.
“What do you think you are doing?” He gently grabbed my shoulders and made me lay back down on the bed.
I was so confused at that point. I was not sure what was going on. “What do you mean? I am getting up. I need to go outside and get some fresh air. I am so stiff right now.” I rolled my eyes at him like it was a stupid question. Of course, I still thought that I was dreaming. I figured that I had lost my mind since I was answering my hallucination’s question.
It wasn't until Zack spoke, that I noticed he was in the room. “You want to go outside after you passed out the last time?” The skepticism was in his voice as he questioned my sanity.
“Yes!” I was starting to think that these two guys I.Q.’s were lower than I imagined for them to keep asking me stupid questions. “I love being outdoors.” Turning to Orion, I asked the question that was plaguing my mind. “Why are you here? Shouldn’t you still be in France?” Automatically I was filled with fear. He noticed the look on my face as he froze as still as I was.
“Anna?” When I did not answer he became more concerned, “Annabella, sweetheart, what is wrong?”
“If you are here, that means…” I was too scared to go on. I started to shake in fear.
“Yes?” I could see the worry in his eyes, as he looked at me. "Anna, talk to me, please." He pleaded to me, as he waited for my answer.
“That means they are on their way to finish the job. They are coming to kill me. To kill us.” A chill went down my spine as I shuttered.
Understanding flooded through Orion. Zack stood frozen in the corner of the room. Orion moved closer to me, cradling me in his arms. “No one is ever going to hurt you, sweetheart. I would never allow it. The reason I came back is that you have everyone worried.”
I hung my head in shame. I knew that they were worried, but I never thought that they would make Orion come back home. “Are you leaving soon?”
“Why would I leave?” For the first time, confusion was as obvious in his voice as it was his emotions. I was glad that I was not the only one that was always confused.
“I mean after you get to the bottom of things. I know they brought you back to find out what is going on.”
Orion shrugged, “you do tell me things, that you do not tell the other family members. After I find out, I am still not going to leave.”
I threw my arms around his neck and kissed him. “So you are not leaving me again?”
Orion has to laugh at my enthusiasm. “No Anna! I am not going anywhere.”
“Promise?” Doubt filled my voice because I did not believe him. I felt ashamed for not trusting him but I finally had him back.
“I Promise. I can’t live without my heart.” He was so sure of his answer that I believed him.
I snuggled up to his cold, hard, chiseled body and sighed. I was content, finally, being in his arms. Then Augustine and Arianna walked into the room with three cups of blood.
Augustine forcefully stated, “You need to feed, and you need to do it without an I.V.”
Orion grabbed two glasses and Zack grabbed the third one. We all drank the blood and gave the glasses back to Augustine.
Orion turned to me. “Glad you are feeding again. Do you feel strong enough to go on a walk?”
“Yes.” I was so happy to be able to get out of the house; to be alone with Orion. “Could we go to Kill Devil Hills?” I sat up and answered him so fast, it almost made me dizzy. Though, I would never admit it to them.
“I will go anywhere you want to go sweetheart. Get dressed, and we will go up there.” I loved that he always gave me what I wanted. Of course, he always had a line that he would never cross because of my birth. I was not like the other vampires; I am much weaker than everyone else because I am half-human. I hated being weak but the truth of the matter is, I am humanly weak.
I smiled as Orion and Zack left the room to allow me time to change. Orion shut the door behind him, as I sprinted to my closet to find an outfit.
Once in the hallway, Orion turned to Zack. “Thanks for looking out for her while I was gone.”
Zack finally regained himself from the shock of Orion’s gratefulness. “You're welcome. I did not do it for you. If I knew that she was not feeding, then I would have forced her to feed.”
“I know, but I am very grateful that you were here for her. I should not have left her alone this long. I should have known that there would have been some trouble when I left.”
“You care about her, don’t you?” Skepticism ran deep in his voice.
“Yes, I do care about Anna.” You could hear the unspoken love in his soft voice as he said her name.
“Do you love her?”
“I am her Protector.” It was a statement, a fact. The love had gone out of his voice. Zack’s more recent question had put Orion back into his place; reminding Orion who he truly was.
When Orion did not say more, Zack went on to ask, “I know that, but do you love her?” He annunciated every letter when he said, love.
“Yes, I love her.”
They both were silent, as they thought over their conversation; in their own little world.
Finally, I was ready to go and I bounded out my door and ran right into Zack.
“Oops, sorry.” I laughed, mostly from my embarrassment.
“You need to be more careful, Anna. I need to get home. If I hear anything else, I will let you know.”
Orion was right there at my side handing Zack a small box. Looking over Orion's shoulder, I saw the cell phone, Zack was checking out. Orion looked at Zack, “This is the easiest way to reach us. Just hit speed dial number one, that is my number. Only use the phone in an emergency or to give us any new information that you come across.”
Both guys gave each other awkward glances. I realized that I must have missed something earlier. “Ok thanks. See you later, Anna.”
“Bye, Zack.”
Zack left the house as Orion and I climbed into his Corvette and raced to Kill Devil Hills. I watched the trees race by until we pulled into the park's parking lot.
“Want to walk, or sit here, and talk?”
“Let’s walk.” I was eager to get out of the car. I hoped that he would get distracted as we went into the forest.
We got out and walked into the forest reserve. When we were deep into the forest, we started to speed up. We walked into our meadow, where we hung out a lot, and sat down on our log.”
“Ok, Anna! What is going on?”
“I do not want to talk about it. You would not understand.” I stared at the ground because I did not want to look at him. If I looked at him, he would be able to tell that there was so much I was not telling him.
He grabbed my chin; making me look up into his eyes. He swept an escaped piece of hair behind my ear and told me, “I bet I understand more than you give me credit for.”
I shook my head in denial. “Nope. Sorry, I can't tell you.”
Orion stared into my eyes, “Why are you scared to tell me? This is me. You have never been too scared to tell me something. Please, tell me?” I nodded because I could not say the word no. I had never told Orion ‘no’ but it was all that I could do to keep him safe. I noticed that I was still shaking my head in denial as Orion leaned in and kissed me. “Well, you still won't tell me?”
This time the words came to me, “No, I still can not tell you. I have to keep you and the family safe. So, I will not tell you what I keep seeing.”
This time Orion leaned in and kissed me more passionately. His arms wrapped around my waist as he pulled me against him. When I finally pushed away, I was gasping for air. Even without him kissing me, I still felt like I could not breathe. I was not expecting the sadness that was in the kiss.
Finally, I sighed. I was always a goner when he kissed me like that and looked me in the eyes. I was a sucker for almost anything. It was so unfair. I knew he did it because he knew that he would get his way. “I have been having these weird…” I was afraid to go on, but I knew that I had to finish what I was saying. Maybe he would know more about them than I did. “Well, they are like flashbacks or nightmares, I guess.”
I paused, not planning on saying anything else. I had already said enough. When he realized that was all I was going to say; he pressed for more information. “Ok, what are the dreams about?”
I sighed, I knew that I was not going to get away without telling him every single detail. He would keep pestering me until he got what he wanted. “I see your face. There is terror and panic in your eyes. There is a silver cross in front of us. I am looking at it, then blood splatters all over it.”
Orion was silent for the longest time as he looked at me. “What do you think about the dream?”
“I don’t know, but it has me really freaked out, and scared. Do you know what it means?” I kept staring at him; waiting for him to give me an explanation of what I had seen. His face had gone emotionless, so I could not read his expression. I knew that this was serious, but his reaction was scaring me even more than I already was.
Orion finally looked over, noticing that he was starting to make me panic. He then broke the silence. “I think you should talk to Augustine about the nightmare. It is his choice of how much to tell you. We do not want all of your memories to come flooding back at the same time.”
“What do you mean?” Now I was starting to get agitated. I knew that our family had secrets. I just didn't know that they were keeping more secrets from me.
“Your mind has protected itself for almost one hundred years. You do not remember anything from the night of the massacre or the next five days. That is a good thing, in my opinion. We have had to be careful to not talk about it while you were conscious and able to hear us.”
I crossed my arms, huffing, as I moved away from Orion. “Why not? Why has Augustine not told me everything? He even avoided my questions, when he talked of the Prophecy when Zack first came to school.”
Orion could tell that I was getting mad and I wanted answers. He stroked my jawline and kissed me softly. That got my mind off of the answers that I wanted. Orion started to tell me some of the truth but avoided answering my questions. “Your mind needed to be protected from the dark memories.” When Orion said this, he shuttered; which only sparked my curiosity.
Zack walked into his house. He could feel that they had company, but he just did not want to deal with any of it. Orion was back in town. Anna had always forgotten all about him when Orion was in the room.
“Zachary?” Ambrosia called from the living room, “Could you come in here, please.”
A woman dressed in all black with long auburn hair rose out of the corner chair. “Hello Zachary, I’m Andromeda Wakada. Do you know who she is?” She asked as she held up a picture of Zack and Anna, outside of Anna’s house the previous week.
“Yes, ma’am.” He refused to say the woman's name. He knew exactly who she was from the conversations with  Augustine. Zack had been warned that it was dangerous for Anna if anyone ever found out about her.
“Her name is Annabella Lavada.” She held up the picture of Anna and Zack, again. “I am leaving to go back to France and tell them the news.
“No! You can not tell them about her.” Zack lounged across the room at the woman to grab the picture. Her guards moved quickly and threw Zack against the wall. They kept hitting him until he did not even try to get up.
I sat against the tree, looking at Orion. He had told me everything that he could. I kept looking at him, not sure what to make of what I had learned. Orion smiled at me, “Want to go swimming?”
I smiled because I always loved swimming with him. “Sure!” I also knew that Orion wanted to distract me from all of the information. I saw the pain in his eyes. I never wanted to cause him pain or worry as long as I lived.
Orion and I swam until darkness fell over the water. We finally started back towards the house. When we arrived Zack’s truck was in the driveway. My breathing almost stopped, “Orion, something is wrong.”
“I know. Zack should have called. Let’s get you inside.”
Before Orion could turn off the engine the boys were around the car. Their backs were to us. You could see the confidence and the fear in their black eyes. My door was opened as Griffin grabbed me, tucking me into his chest, running towards the house. We were quickly followed by two of the other boys. When Griffin finally sat me down, I was shaking in fear. It had been years since they went into full bodyguard mode. The mode made me nervous because it could only mean one thing. I looked around the room and saw Zack sitting on the couch with his head in his hands.
Orion burst through the door. He was more furious than I have ever seen him. It was almost scary to see him like that. “What the hell, Zack?” I told you to call…” His anger was prevailing in his emotions.               His nose was flaring and I was scared for Zack. I started to say something but then I saw Augustine move in the corner of my eye.
Before Orion could continue Augustine laid his hand on Orion’s shoulder to quiet him and Zack looked up. It was the first time I had seen his face and now I knew why Zack had his head down.
I tried to muffle my scream but I was not very successful. “Zack, what the hell happened?”
“Anna, I am so sorry. I have put you in more danger than I could have ever imagined. I wanted to protect you, but I failed.” The agony was clear in his voice. It made me feel sympathy for him, even though I did not know what he was talking about.
“Zack, none of this is your fault. I have always been in a lot of danger. We are used to it.” I shrugged my shoulders. “Do not beat yourself up over it.” I tried to reassure him, but it did not work as well as I would have liked as my voice cracked on the last part.
Augustine then started in, “Anna, honey, this is much more dangerous than all of the other times.”
Orion interrupted before I could see what was going on. “Zack, why don’t you tell us what happened, since some of us are still in the dark.” Orion tried very hard to control his temper and everyone could tell.
“Ok, first of all, I am sorry that I did not call you. The phone was smashed to bits.” He was apologetic but he was scared and angry. I could feel his emotions rolling off of him.
“That is fine. I just need to know what is going on, so we can make plans.”
“Well, I left here and I went home. Andromeda was at the house. She had a picture of Anna and me…”
“What! You have a picture of you two?” Orion screamed to Zack and looked over to me. I cowered into Griffin’s side. I hated seeing Orion like this.
“No, I burned all of our pictures because it was too dangerous to have them with my dad in the same house. This was a picture someone else took. I tried to get it away from them. The guards beat me when I tried. After I blacked out, they left... after killing my mother.”
“I’m sorry this happened to you,” Orion even sounded like he meant it.
Zack just shrugged his shoulders. “I deserved it.”
Orion jumped in before Zack could say anything else, “No! You did not deserve being hit. They never should have done that to you.” Orion was fuming again.
Zack ignored Orion and looked over to me, “Anna, I am so sorry that I put you in this danger. I promise you that I will keep you safe, no matter what I have to do.”
I shuttered knowing what would have to be done to end all of this. “Zack, it is fine. Augustine, Orion, what should we do? They know that I am alive now. It is proven.”
Orion looked to Augustine, and I knew they were thinking through something. Augustine broke eye contact first, “Well since Zack is here, I think that it is finally time that you both hear what the Prophecy has said for the past eight hundred years.”
I sat up straighter. I knew I was finally going to hear the whole truth. I would hear all of the things that I had forgotten.
Augustine interrupted my thoughts when he turned and started to talk to Zack. “Have you ever heard what the Prophecy states?”
Zack shook his head. “No, my parents never talk about it. I never even knew my parents were vampires until I became one, and there were some accidents. Of course, you already know about those.”




Chapter 16

“Well, it was before my time. My great grandfather told me about it.” Augustine started in, reflectively.
I had to interrupt. I felt bad to annoy Augustine, but I had to know. “Wait. You said the Prophecy had to do with me. How can it deal with me if it is that old?”
Augustine smiled. “I will get to that. The Prophecy was proclaimed a long time ago. I never imagined it would come to be in this lifetime.”
I looked at Zack. He looked as confused as I felt but I kept on listening.
“The Prophecy states that a family will perish, and the survivor will unite the two worlds. The survivor will be the most powerful vampire to walk the Earth, but its nature will make it good and keep it from evil. It will follow a half-breed that it loves, but her heart will always belong to another.”
Zack was the one to speak this time. “Ok, I do not get it. How does the Prophecy deal with Anna or anyone here?”
Augustine looks at Orion completely stunned. He finally gained his composure. “Zack, have you ever heard of the Protector’s and the Invader’s?”
Zack shrugs, a little unsure. “I have heard of the Invader’s accidentally. But I do not know what it means.”
Augustine was at a loss of words, “I can not believe that you have never been taught about our heritage.”
“No one is ever around long enough to talk to about those kinds of things. I would have asked Anna but we are rarely alone.”
“We are the Protector’s,” Augustine stated as he pointed towards the rest of the family. “It is a group of 'good' vampires. Anna is a Vampiress. She was part of a Royal Family. The Invaders were obsessed with power. So one night they fought their way into the Sanctuary and killed all of Anna’s family.”
“Wow. I can not believe that they would be that obsessed with power.”
“They were. Anna’s mother and father could have gotten out safely, but they ordered me to grab my family and keep her safe.”
“Augustine,” my voice was barely a whisper, “they kept me safe? He sacrificed himself for me?” Before I finished the sentence, Orion was there with his arm around me as tears began to fall.
“Yes, my dear. Your father told me to keep you safe. Over these last several years, you have become like one of my kids.”
“What else happened, Augustine? I do not remember much.” I had pleaded to Augustine over the years to tell me the truth. Though he always told me that I have to wait for my mind to heal and the information would come. He was finally telling us what had happened. It hurt for me to hear what he was saying, but at least I would learn the truth.
Another glance was exchanged between Orion and Augustine. Orion finally nodded as Augustine continued. “Your father pushed me out the door and closed it behind me. I heard the other door break open and some screams as I grabbed everyone.”
Orion’s arms tightened around my waist. I knew that he was trying to assure me that he was still there. Zack was sitting there taking in the story, as much as I was.
“When I ran to your room, you and Orion were sitting on the couch…”
“Wait!” I turned to Orion. “There was a cross on the coffee table, in front of the couch. It's the cross from my nightmare, isn’t it?”
Augustine looked confused and turned to Orion. This time Orion answered, “Yes, it is the same cross that you have been dreaming about.”
Augustine shook his head, “That is what you have been scared of?”
“Yes.”
“You should have told me.”
“I thought that I was losing it. I was trying to protect you all." I shrugged. "I thought I was seeing the future. If I was going to die, I wanted to make sure that none of you would get hurt.” After I said that there was some laughter from my brothers.
Augustine looked at Orion, “You know, I have never figured out why you were in Anna’s room. She was supposed to be asleep?”
When I heard what Augustine had said, I gasped, grabbing my stomach.
Augustine lurched forward to find out what was wrong. Orion’s arm tightened around me as the memories flooded to my mind and I suddenly remembered what had happened. It seemed like forever before I could hear anything. Everything felt so far away; like I was listening through a tunnel.
When I could hear again, I heard Zack’s voice asking if I was alright and what had happened.
Augustine ignored Zack and spoke directly to me, “Anna I am going to give you a shot to help to calm you down and relax you.”
I waved him off. “No, I am fine. I will be alright at least. I want to hear the rest of the story.”
Augustine looked to Orion and grasped my hand. “I do not think that is very wise right now. How about we do it later, so you are not taking in too much at one time.”
“Orion?”
“Yes?”
“Is it true? You and I were together, and you had just proposed. Then Augustine rushed through the door. I jumped up, cutting my hand on the cross. That was the blood splatter from my nightmare.”
Griffin talked for the first time that night. “Engaged? You two?”
Orion was very quiet as he looked at me. “Yes, I proposed and you had just said yes. Then Augustine burst through the door. I did not know that you had not changed yet. Which I should have with all the time we spent together, talking. When you cut your hand, and Augustine said we were under attack…”
Orion, shook his head before he went on. Arianna walked over and put her hand on her son’s shoulder.
“You saved her because you loved her? We knew you two were close, but never that close.” Arianna seemed in awe.
I was barely able to squeak out the words through the tears, “How did you save me?”
Orion could not answer, so Augustine answered. “He bit you. We were always told that the blood of a premature Royal vampire is a death sentence.”
Anger and pain flashed onto my face as I got my voice back and stared over at Orion. “You mean it was dangerous and you could have died?”
Orion took a deep breath, “I did not care about what happened to me. I only cared about you, I loved you!”
“Why did you never tell me that story?” I said through the tears that were pouring down my face at that point.
“I did not want to bring back painful memories. After I bit you, it took you five days of agonizing pain to change. I was so worried that I would lose you.”
“I never knew that you loved me. I drove myself crazy for years because I loved you but I did not think you felt the same way.”
Orion looked up from the floor and put both his hands on each side of my face. “I have always felt that way about you Annabella Lavada and I always will.” He kissed me gently and wrapped his arms around me.
I blushed. Being wrapped in Orion’s arms was more than enough for me. He kissed my head and whispered in my ear. “I love you my little blood royal.”
Orion looked up to Augustine, “We all need to move to Shadows.”
“I agree.”
“I’ll go call Jared and tell him to expect us.”




Chapter 17

Darren Warin was in the corner talking to his wife, Ambrosia, on the phone. “Ambrosia, I am so sorry.” Darren’s voice was barely audible.
“I can not believe you betrayed our family. Our Son!” Ambrosia was fuming at her husband. “Don’t worry, Zachary is missing anyways.”
“What do you mean missing?” Darren’s voice filled with worry, thinking that the Invader’s might have gone ahead without him.
Ambrosia, now in tears, “He has only been home once since the last time you hit him.”
“I regret that.”
“I know you do. Please, be careful. I do not trust the Invader’s.”
“I do. I will be safe. I promise you.”
Off in the distance, Darren could hear someone yelling for him. “They are looking for me. I better go.”
As soon as he hung up, Andromeda was at his side. “We’ve been looking for you.”
“I’m sorry, my Queen. Please, beg my pardon. I did not mean to keep you waiting.”
Orion busted through the door and gently shook me awake.
“Anna, honey, you need to wake up?”
Groggily I opened my eyes, “What’s wrong?”
“We have to move you and Zack. We are going to Shadows.”
“Are you coming and staying with me?”
“That is up to Jared Lometo. He’s in charge now. You and Zack are no longer safe here.”
“Ok, let’s go!” I got up and quickly got dressed.
The private jet took off into the sunrise. It did not feel like much time had passed as the jet landed at the private airstrip. I gasped, as I looked out the window and saw the lions and vampire’s standing together.
“It’s amazing, isn’t it?” Orion whispered in my ear.
“I never would have thought that I would see lions and vampires standing together.”
Orion laughed, “Look closer. Those aren't lions. Those are shape-shifters.”
“Really?” I was in complete awe; as I took in the scenery.
My family and I slowly walked down the stairs of the plane. I tripped and several things happened at once. The largest lion started running towards me, and changed to human form and caught me.
“Thank you.” I could feel myself blushing in his arms. Who was this person?
“It was my pleasure, Vampiress Annabella.”
“Ugh”
A little confused, “May I ask what is wrong?" He quickly glanced over me. "Are you hurt?”
“Please, do not call me Vampiress,” Orion tensed beside me. “Call me, Anna, everyone else does.”
He smiled, “Well Anna, please call me Jared.”
“Oh!” I was definitely feeling embarrassed now. My face had to be crimson red as I was in the arms of the leader of this secret world.
Everyone either smiled or laughed. Jared sat me down, keeping my hand firmly in his. “Welcome to Shadows.” It was a fortress that looked like a hidden castle. It was so beautiful that I was at a loss of words. The loss of words might have been because of the beautiful god-like creature standing beside me. I could not concentrate on that right now, or the blushing would never go away.
The longer I stared, the more entranced I became. His eyes were ice blue. His abs were so defined, that you would have noticed even if he had a shirt on. I could not believe that someone could be that beautiful. His long blonde hair was tied back with a blue ribbon that matched his eyes. He was breathtaking. All the men were equally breathtaking and all were doing the same thing with their hair.
“Thank you, Jared.” It was Orion, who finally spoke up.
“Ah, Orion, yes!” Jared noticed my attention elsewhere he introduced us. “This is my second in command, Kevin Turner. He is leaving soon to go on assignment. Security is already tight, and we are prepared for everything as planned. You may relax now.”
Orion smiled, but I knew that there was no way that Orion was going to relax. I was on Jared’s arm.
Jared suddenly laughed and Orion stiffened. “Orion?” Jared called.
“Yes, Sir?”
“Please take Anna’s arm, so you will relax. You are starting to give me a headache.”
“Yes, Sir.” Orion trying to sound confident, but he was confused.
“You two are perfect for each other. Do not fear, I do not mind, as you are afraid I will be.”
Orion bowed, “Thank you, Jared.”
“Kent blows everything out of the water; especially with the last guy.” Now everyone looked confused but Jared laughed. “The guy was secretly dating my sister, and he thought that he could get away with it. I did not like what he was thinking.” Jared was still smiling at the thought.
“What should we do first?” Orion turned to Jared.
“Let’s show the beautiful Anna around, so she does not get lost. Kevin, join us!”
After being shown around. I was taken to my room and collapsed in exhaustion on the bed.
“Is she ok?” the worried voice coming from both Jared and Kevin.
“Yes.”
“What’s wrong with her?”
Orion smiled, “Nothing. She is still half-human. She needs to sleep like a human but has a vampire’s eating habits and a vampire’s life.”
“Really? That is so cool. I never knew half-breeds existed until now.” The amazement was so easy to read on his face.
“Yeah. She is the only one I have ever heard of.” Jared said as he pondered the news.
“Wow,” exclaimed Kevin again.
“If you need anything, you know where to find me. I must see Kevin off and make sure that everything is quiet.”
“Thank you, Jared, Kevin.”
“If she needs anything just inform us. We are prepared to make sure that she is comfortable.”
“I am sure she appreciates it.”
I heard the conversation. Once the room went silent I fell into a deep sleep. I was so exhausted; with all of the traveling and emotions made the exhaustion worse. That night I dreamed. I dreamed of death.
“My Queen. Are you sure you want to sentence him to death?”
“Yes. He knew this information for far too long, without reporting it. He betrayed his family.”
“Yes, my Queen. I shall take him to the platform now.”
“I will be out there in a minute.”
Several minutes pass as Darren was tied to the silver cross, screaming in pain as the cross burned him. The servant walked up to the platform, dropping the torch as flames exploded. The screaming…the terrifying screaming…
I woke up, screaming for Orion. I sat up in bed, terrified, and saw twenty eyes staring at me. They stood there, ready to battle. The fear spiked even higher in me and I kept screaming after seeing the lion in front of me.
I heard Orion through the guys, “Let me through. Get out of the way.” Orion finally reached me as I lunged for him. “You have to save him, you have to…” My breath had run out, the fear overtook me, and all I saw was blackness I fell into.
I woke up with cold hands on my forehead. When I opened my eyes I was looking into the ice blue eyes of Kevin.
“Where’s Orion?” I said groggily.
“After you had passed out, Orion, Kent, and Jared received a call. They had to rush to France.”
“Zack?”
“I’m right here, Anna. No need to worry.”
Kent, Jared, and Orion slowly crept through the shadows as they followed the wall to talk to Apollo.
“Father,” Kent barely whispered.
“What are you doing here? You must leave now. Your mother…”
Jared stepped out of the shadows, followed by Orion. “What is going on?”
Apollo hesitation was brought on with the shock of seeing Orion standing in his presence. “Please, tell me that Vampiress Annabella is safe.”
“She is.”
“Why are you here? You should be with her. I have enough trouble on my hands trying to control things here.”
“Anna is perfectly safe and she will remain that way. She sent us.”
“Father, what has happened?” Kent turned to his father with pleading in his eyes.
“Your mother ordered Darren Warin to be burned. She is calling for blood. You must go." Looking to Orion and Jared, "Keep her safe. Stay at Shadows, they do not know the place exists.”
“Then we will remain at Shadows until the threat has subsided.”
“Don’t count on that my boy. Andromeda and many others must die before Vampiress Annabella will be safe to leave.”
Orion, Jared, and Kent all bowed and quietly slipped back into the shadows and crept out of the Sanctuary.




Chapter 18

“Come on Anna! You’re starting to get lazy,” Zack joked.
How could I explain to him that I did not want to do anything but lay in bed until Orion got back? I also knew that I could not let Orion see me this way. Why did I miss him so much?
“Oh, alright. I’m coming.”
“Woo-hoo.”
I joined Zack as we snuck out the back door and away from Shadow's security. It was so exciting to be sneaking off, going to have some fun. Orion would kill us if he knew what we were doing. I could not think of him right now, so I placed him in a little box in my mind. I loved walking on the dangerous side. I always had. Zack and I ran through the woods as if we were invincible. That is when it happened.
A wolf howled in the distance, as we heard the voices of the other vampires.
“Zack, we are too far out.”
“Yeah, I know. This was a bad idea. I’m so sorry, Anna.”
“Hey, I agreed to come with you. What should we do? I don’t think that we can make it back in time.”
Orion felt the fear running through Anna as he stepped off of the plane. In a flash, he was running to her room, banging on the door. Jared came up behind him.
“Orion, what is going on?” Jared said with a smirk on his face. “That eager to see her again?”
“Anna’s in trouble. I can feel it.”
This took the smile off of Jared’s face. “Break it down.”
Orion did not need to be told twice. Orion kicked the door down and ran into the room. Fear struck him when he found the room empty.
Jared was pulling out his cell phone as Orion ran to the window.
Jared was having a quiet conversation with the person on the phone. Orion turned to him, he knew that Anna was no longer within the secure walls of Shadows.
“She’s gone,” Orion said in a terrified voice.
“The guards never saw her leave. They did a quick sweep and they aren't within the walls.”
"They?"
"Zack's gone too."
Orion shot out of the window and began running. He had to find Anna. She was his responsibility and he had failed her. He had lost his love once, he could not lose her again.
Zack fell, the snap of his leg made me shiver. The fear and nausea I was feeling was nothing compared to the agony that Zack was in at the moment.
“Zack, we have to keep moving. Lean on me until your leg heals.”
I leaned down and helped Zack up. I had to get us to safety. At that moment, I wished Orion was here. I could not believe I was this stupid to leave the protected walls.
“Anna, you can let go of me. My leg is healed.”
“Oh, right.”
The men’s voices started to get louder and clearer. They were getting closer. I could feel the excitement in all of them. It made me sick. I would not allow myself to be murdered like my family. I just couldn’t.
Jared finally caught up with Orion. “Why don’t you call her?”
Orion looked over at him. “I would have but she doesn’t have her cell phone. It was on her bedside table.”
Jared almost laughed but controlled himself. “I meant through your bond. You’ve had her blood several times or you would never have known she is in danger.”
“Why didn’t I think of that?” Orion felt like smacking his head for being that scatterbrained.
“Annabella, where are you?” Orion said angrily.
“Orion?” I stopped running and started looking around.
“Don’t stop. Keep running.” Zack was egging me on.
In my mind, I thought, that is why I heard Orion. “Orion?” I thought silently.
“Where are you?”
“Running. I am so tired.”
“Which direction? Jared and I are coming.”
“Towards Shadows. Bring the guards, we are being chased. Orion, I’m sorry.”
“Not now. Don’t you dare give up. Promise me.”
“I promise.”
Then I fell. So many things happened at once. I cut my hand deeply, the vampires on both sides came running, my blood calling to them. Orion and Jared came running into the clearing. I lost so much blood that I was too getting to weak to move. Orion swung me up into his arms, carrying me. The running continued. The fear pulsing from everyone around us was draining me. It felt like it was draining the life out of my body. Everything started to feel like it was moving in slow motion.
“Follow me.” Jared knew where he was going. Orion did not object.
As we followed Jared, we started getting deeper and deeper into the forest. Then he opened a hidden door in the ground. It was a bomb shelter, which led right into Shadows. Everyone jumped down into the shelter and Jared closed the door and latched it.
We continued to follow the path through the tunnels as Orion carried me. Jared opened the next door and we walked right out of it into the 'downtown' part of  Shadows.
Once above ground, Jared ordered his men to guard the tunnel to make sure that no one got into Shadows.
Then I started to go limp in Orion's arms. The fear and anger emotions were draining me. I could no longer fight against my body. The weaker I became the less fear and anger I could feel in the guards around us. I was so weak that I could barely stay awake. “Orion?” I barely whispered.
“Yes, dear?”
“I’m so tired.”
“No, you can’t go to sleep. You have to stay with me.”
“Too many emotions. I’m sorry.” At that moment I blacked out completely with the exhaustion, as I continued to bleed. Orion licked my hand and the bleeding stopped and started to heal.




Chapter 19

The next thing I knew I was waking up in my bed with eighteen pairs of eyes looking at me. It was kind of strange to have your family, Zack, Jared, and Kevin all staring at you like you were a clown in a circus. I smiled and started to giggle at the thought.
Orion stepped beside me, “honey, you scared me to death. Please don’t do that again.”
“I’m sorry, Orion. I was not thinking.”
“Anna, sweetheart. I need to give you some more of my blood to keep you safe.”
“Ok. We’ve done this before.”
He looked a little embarrassed, but I didn’t understand why. “This is a little different.”
“What do you mean?”
“You have always taken it from my wrist. This time I need you to take it from my neck.” Before I could protest he kept going, “I know you hate the idea of it, but it is the only way to get the strongest of my blood into your system.”
“What will happen if I don’t?”
“Anna, I will not lose you. If I have to, we will force you. But I do not want to do that.”
“Ok, Orion. I will do it.”
Orion laid on the bed beside me. Taking the knife, he drew it across his throat. I snuggled up beside him and started sucking the blood. Within a few minutes, the wound was healed and I was lying beside him.
I was the first to break the silence, “Orion?”
“Yes?”
“What happened in France? Why did you have to leave?”
“I had to leave to keep you safe."
We fell into silence again until Orion turned towards me. "Anna, honey?”
“Yes.”
“How do you like Shadows?”
I shrugged, “It’s pretty cool. Why?”
“Honey, we are going to be here for a while. At least until Andromeda is killed.”
“What?" I asked as I leaned up on my elbow so I could see his face. "What happened?”
“Everyone has been summoned to kill you. So, I will be remaining very close to you. You have a knack to getting into trouble. Jared will also be close by.”
“What about Kevin? He’s been hanging around a lot.”
“They have sent him away.”
“What? Did he do something wrong?”
Orion gave a small laugh. “No, he has not done anything wrong. Jared sent him to collect someone else that is in danger. Another half-vampire like you. Jared did not understand the situation until you came along.”
Orion went quiet as he seemed to be listening to a story inside his mind. “Jared is very protective. So, he sends the person he trusts the most to take care of things. Especially when he can not go himself.”
I nodded, understanding the thought behind Jared sending his right-hand man. My mind was filled with a million questions that I wanted to ask. I needed to know how much danger I was in. I knew that Orion would never tell me because he would not want to add to my stress.
A knock on the door jolted me out of my pondering. “Orion, Anna, I hope you are doing well,” Jared added with a smile.
“Yes, thank you, Jared.” As Jared turned to leave, I called out to him. “Jared?”
“Yes”
“How much danger am I in? Also, do you have any idea how long we will be here?”
Jared turned to look at Orion. Then Orion slightly nodded his head. “You are in severe danger. You must stay with Orion or me, at all times. Do you understand?”
“Yes.”
“As to your other question. I am not sure how long you will be here. You are happy to stay as long as you wish, once the danger is gone.”
“Thank you, Jared.”
“My pleasure, Anna.”
He quickly bowed and exited the room. Even though I was wrapped in Orion’s arms, I felt alone. Orion could sense my feelings since I had even more of his blood in me. He tightened his arms around me, in a firm embrace. “I love you. You are safe. You aren’t alone. I'm here.”
I turned as his lips found mine. It seemed like ages before we broke away and I drifted back off to sleep.
So here I was, stuck at Shadows without knowing the length of my stay. The alarm sounded. Orion and I shot out of the bed running for the door.
We opened the door and I ran right into Jared. “Come. You need to go deeper into hiding.”
Jared grasped my hand, pulling me behind me. Orion only a step behind me. I could hear the screaming and the crying. I knew that the memory would haunt me forever; it would haunt us all.




Chapter 20

Jared walked in front of us with a flaming torch, lighting our way. The emotions coming from the others were calming down as we walked for what felt like ages. My feet were killing me from the run in the woods and now traveling quickly through the tunnels under Shadows. I felt Orion squeeze my hand as I looked over to him. I twisted as I looked behind me, searching for Zack. Finally, my eyes landed on him as he was helping an older woman. He looked up and gave me a reassuring smirk. Turning around, I kept my focus on Jared as he kept a quick pace.
“How far do these tunnels go?” I asked quietly, as I leaned towards Orion.
“Miles.” He answered back quickly.
“Are we safe in here?” I hated to ask but there were at least a hundred bodies following behind us as he left the Shadow city.
Jared looked behind us. I knew he had heard my question. “As we pass certain points the tunnel collapses so no one can follow.”
“What of the others that did not get to the tunnels?” When no one answered, I looked around. No one would look me in the eyes. “What? What about the others?”
“They're dead.” Orion finally answered, knowing that I would keep asking until I knew the truth. I kept shaking my head as Orion pulled me along. “The Invader's don't show mercy. They will kill everyone in their path. You are the only one who can take down the Invader's. You always say that you aren't a Vampiress and you're right... you are a Queen. These are your people.” Orion gripped my arm, tightly, to show me the seriousness of his words. I knew that he spoke the truth, through our bond, but I had never thought much of the title until this moment. I had put my people in risk, as I ran outside the security of our village, and they got into the hidden community because Jared and Orion had to save me.
“Their death's are my fault.” I barely whispered in horror. Their screams would already haunt me but knowing it was my fault for their suffering was a lot to take in.
“No!” Jared said harshly. “They were always going to find us. It's why he had these tunnels in place. Everyone was trained and knows what they are doing. The deaths are that of the Invader's, not yours.” I looked at Jared, tears stinging my eyes. I followed him silently as we kept walking farther into darkness. I heard crumbling behind us, knowing it was part of the tunnel caving in to make sure that no one attacked us from behind. The silence remained, only the shuffling of feet and a cry from a child came periodically. The silence did not help my mind from wandering back to the people behind me and the other people. If I had been “Queen” for a hundred years, they must hate me. I just thought it was a worthless title that only my family used. I hated when they used it because I felt like they were saying I was not a part of their family. Even if I knew in my heart, that it was ridiculous, Augustine and Arianna loved me. As did all of the boys. They were my family, my brothers.
Hours passed slowly. The only light being the torch in front of us and a few behind to help the others who walked aimlessly behind us. Exhaustion was wearing on everyone, but we kept going, without complaint. Finally, a small light in front of us started to appear. I grabbed Jared's shoulder. He looked back and smiled. “It's alright. We are here.”
“Where is here?” I asked looking towards the light was growing as we moved closer.
“Shadow was only one section. We set up multiple Shadow locations.”
“Wow. You thought this all out.”
“Thank you, Anna.” Jared smiled, keeping to the name that I requested that he would call me.
Seeing the light seemed to energize everyone. The walking picked up as the small light became a doorway. The electric panel on the wall lit up as Jared stepped to the side. “We need your hand, Queen Fendrel.”
I stared at him for a moment, taking in the name. Taking a deep breath I stepped up and placed my hand on the panel. Quickly, the door opened as several eyes stared at us. Putting my hand up, I tried to block out some of the sunlight that poured through the large bay windows of the room. My eyes adjusted slowly as all of the people behind us poured into the room. Lowering my hand, the people in the room quickly went to their knees, bowing. I looked to Orion before I stepped forward. “Please, stand.” I helped the older man who was in the front. He looked familiar but I couldn't place him until his eyes met mine. “Sebastian” I barely breathed before Orion pushed me behind him, a growl on his lips. Jared stepped between them. I did not hear what Jared was quickly whispering in Orion's ear. I did not care. I kept staring at the man who had been my teacher for years before we fled the Sanctuary. I saw Orion's body settle back to normal as he stepped to the side as I stepped closer. “Sebastian?”
“My Queen, it's an honor to see you again.” Tears glistened in his eyes as I launched myself into his arms and he hung on for dear life. As he finally let me go he looked behind him to the guards, “get our guests settled into rooms. I'm sure they are exhausted after their journey.”
Jared stepped up, “Anna, I need your handprint to destroy the rest of the tunnel. We must protect everyone here so no one can follow us.”
I nodded as I placed my hand and the panel turned green. Sebastian and Jared did the same as Jared turned to Orion. “We need your print as well.” Orion's eyes went large as he stepped around me and placed his hand against the panel.
“Why is my print important?” Orion questioned them.
Jared snorted. “You gave Anna her speech in the tunnel, do I need to remind you... as her husband you are King; not just her personal guard.” At his announcement, Orion's eyes opened larger. It was not something that he had thought of before if his face was anything to go off of. I tried to muffle my laugh but was not able to.
“Glad I'm not the only one who didn't realize the title was real,” I smirked towards him.
Jared and Sebastian both gave us a look. I knew that I said something wrong. Thinking over what I said, I realized what they had heard. “I thought with my family gone, that they called me Vampiress to set me apart. I did not realize that I was still... royal.” I shrugged with the last. It was the truth. I never really understood my title until we were in the tunnels.
Our time passed slowly in this next level of Shadows. I had spent a lot more time with Jared as he and Orion helped me to learn my role with my people. He also told us of our plans if we were to be found again. There were seven other Shadow's built and running smoothly. I was to take the throne again; to rule over our people, like my father before me. The news was out, that I, Annabella Fendrel, survived the massacre; that I was back to claim the throne. Supernaturals were coming out of the shadows; pledging their fealty to me. Our Kingdom and army were quickly growing more powerful.
Zack was always by my side and took the role of my second guard. He was just as protective of me as Orion was. People at Shadows were welcoming and it was good to see the people thriving. As I walked through the halls, my title was used among the people and I no longer corrected them. I was a Queen and Orion, my King. Jared may run Shadows but it was my responsibility to keep my people safe, even in the walls of Shadows.
One evening, Orion and I were alone in our chambers. I joined him on the couch as I laid against him. He rubbed my arm as he asked, “Are you happy here?”
I leaned up to look at his eyes, smiling. “I am. Are you?”
“I'm happy wherever you are.”
“Do you miss your family? I'm sorry they aren't here with us.”
“They are safe; that's all I care about. They will join us when the time comes. For now, they are where they need to be.”
“It's weird being apart from them. For the past one hundred years, they have not left my side.”
“I know.”
Orion kissed me as I laid back on his chest and he both fell asleep.
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